Italian defender ﬂsm Materazziis the toast of his teammates after he scoradItaly's opening goal against Czech Republic in Hamburg on Thursday.

Goal was divine
iustice: Materazzi

Overshadowed
by the fairer sex

REUTERS, Herlin

Juergen Klinsmann's team have
enjoved their best start to a World
Cup in 36 years yet one expert
observer fears they are heading out
in the quarter-finals -- Germany's
women's World Cup-winning
striker Conny Pohlers.

"I afm Sure they can beat the
Swedes,” the 27-year old said
before & news mnferenr:e to unveil
the 2007 women's World Cup's
official ballonThursday.

"But [ am not so optimistic
about the rest. [twon't be easy even
though things are going well at the
moment. 1 think they may go outin
the quarter-final, mapuc!ally if they
areupagainst Argentina."

Midfiglder Bianca Rech agreed
with: hefteam mate Pohlers who
missedh out on Germany's, win at
the Women's World Cup in 2003,
played in the United States,
becauseofinjury.

"They are playing well but my
fuvuurtms are Argenting," said
Reeh.

Germ!‘uw have won all three of
their (}mup A maiches against
Costa Rica (4-2), Poland (1-0) and
Eguador (3-0) for the first time
singe the 1970 finals in Mexico
where they reached the semi-
finals.

‘They play Group B runners-up
Sweden in the second round in
Munigh on Saturday,

Germany's men have won the
World Cup in 1954 in Switzerland,
1974, when they were the hosis like
this year, and in 1990in [taly.

Their female counterparts have
won their world title just once
although it has only been played
four times, and are six-times
European champions.

The Germany women's team
defend their world title next year in
China,

Sweden seek

FROM PAGE 22
Sweden, with five points from three
Group B matches, took second
behind Englandafter they played a 2-
| 2idraw on Tuesday. Germany fin-
ishedtop of Group A with nine points
and have gained momentum as the
IOUFNAMENt goes orn.

The Swedish coach said he was
not worried about facing a rapidly
improving Germany team playing
before a home erowd in Munich. He
saidl his players would be able o
handle the pressure of playing in
frontofapartisancrowd of66,000.

. Lagetback expressed some con-
cems that the home crowd could
influence the referee and linesmen.

"Of course it's a little advaniage
for the Germanteam,” hesaid.

“The mostimportant thing is that
we haveareferee who can handle the
situationwithalotofGerman people
inthestands.”

Zlatan making

FROM.PAGE 22
Lagerback would not be drawn on
whether he would reinstate
Ibrahimovic and drop replacement
Marcus Allback to the bench.
Allback scored against England
and set up the winner in the game
against Paraguay. “He's playing
“é:hﬁ fﬂlways‘:kdae‘i.
said af Allba "He
lmﬁm% ‘with the midfield and
forwards® -

Lagerback also praised
Ibrahimovic for "working hard in
the matehes he played” and creat-
ing good scoring chances, espe-
cially in their opening goalless
dmwsgmtmd &Tobago.

asked how [brahimovic
might if he is fit but still lef
nu:jof!ha’iwnlng team, Lagerhack
L HI

I would guess like almost every
player. lwould guess he'd be rather
disappointed.”
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Defender Marco Materazzi
described his first ever goal for [raly
an Thursday as "divine justice",
saying it would answer his critics
onceand foralk

Materazzi, whohadcomeonasa
substitute for the injured
Alessandro Nesta in the 17th min-
ute, powered home a header from a
corner nine minutes later to put his
country on course for a 2-0 win aver
the Czech Republic and a place in
thelast leoftheWorld Cup.

"Yes, it's the most beautiful day

of career.divine justice,” the 32
year-old told reporters.

"l came in for the greatest
defender in the world and it's just
phenomenal the way things turned
out, as | said divine justice,” he told
reporters.

The Inter Milan defender has
become a hate figure in his home
country, being publicly labelled an
"animal” and a "delinquent” by the
Italian press for his tough and physi-
calapproach.

Such is Materazzi's reputation
among AC Milan fans that the rivals
club's official relevision sation”
produced avideo clip accompanied
by rock music featuring the worst of
hig challenges ontheir players.

"l have suffered a lot of injustice
on & human level, a lor of unjust

\L:,
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camment, it happens, but today
those comments go away,"
Materazzisaid.

Italy's victory saw them progress
1o the second round of the tourna-
mignt, finishing top of Group E. The
Czechs, ranked number two in the
world, are heading home after
Ghana beat the United States 2-1 (o
grabsecond place,

Materazzi also said his goal
should be an inspiration for Daniele
De Rossi, who missed the game after
being sent off against the United

'Srates for elbowing an opponent.

His dismissal has also brought
criticism fromthe ltalian press.
“Take De Rossi, he made a mis-
take and [ want to devote this goal to
him, he's only 22 and everyone
makes a mistake," Materazzi said.

Poll loses the plot

INTERNET, undated

England's footballers may not have
yet made their mark on this year's
Waorld Cup butlast night Graham Poll,
the country’s sole referee in Germany,
certainly did with a performance that
may godown asoneofthe mosterror-
strewn inthetournament'shistory.
Poll, in charge of Australia’s wild
and chaotic 2-2 draw with Croatia,
booked one player three times but
forgottosend himoffuntil aftershow-
ing him a third yellow, blew for full-
time just as what would have been
Australia’s winner was crossing the
line, and also missed a blatant
Croatian handballinthe penalty area.
The afficial from Tring has long
been regarded as one of the
Premiership's best referees, but

during last night's game - the most
thrilling of the toumament so far - he
seemedtolose hisbearingsin his third
World Cup game. Even the kick-off
wits a portentof things to come as Poll
blew his whistle to start the game
before calling the bemused players
backto takeitagain.

After that, he seemed to settle
down for a while, and he comectly
spotted the Croatian defender
Stjepan's Tomas's blatant handball in
the penalty aréa before half-time,
although he wrongly failed to book
him.

But it was in the second half that
his decision-making started to go
harriblyawry:With Australia 2- 1 down
and desperately throwing bodies in
search of the equaliser they needed to
progress to the next round, he missed
a second blatant handball in the
penaltyareafromTomas.

Worse was to follow as Poll then
created World Cup history by booking
oneplayer, [osip Simunic, three times.
The referee gave him his second

yellow card on 90 minutes, but only
showed him a red one three minutes
after the final whistle after booking
himagain for dissent.

Moments beforehand, Poll had
echoed another British referee in the
Waorld Cup by blowing the final whis-
tles just as a goal was going in. Tim
Cahill was already running away in
celebration when the goal was ruled
out. The original, famously, was the
Welsh referee Clive Thomas, who in
the 1978 game between Brazil and
Sweden blew the whistlejust as Zico's
header flewintothe net.

However, amid the turmoil and
mistakes, Poll did ger some decisions
right, notably the sendings off of two
other players - Dario Simic of Croatia
and Australia’s Brett Emerton. But
that was about it. Both Fifa and Poll
were: unavailable for comment after
lase night's game. But the bookmaker
Corals is offering odds of 10-1 against
Pull refereeing another match at the
World Cup. On last night's evidence
thatlooks distinctlyungenerous.

PHOTO: AFP

English referee Graham Poll makes a gesture as Croatia midfielder Dario Srna lias on the pitch during their match
against Australia in Stuttgart on Thursday.
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Whenever France take to the ﬁeld;_"" '
President Jacques Chirac's office

lets it be known that he iil' *in his
office watching the game™ having
made patriotically sure his agenca
was clearatthattime.

And US president George W.
Bush while admitting he knew next
to nothing about "soccer” still
found time to send his encourage-
ments to the Stars and Stripes
team. 2

More comfortable with the
vocabulary inside the baseball
diamond, Bush urged his boys to

plary hard and keep their heads
up.’

Bruce Arena's men certainly
responded to the first part of his
entreaty in their game against Italy
with two men sent off in the most
punishing match of the World Cup
S0 far.,

It does not always go according
to planof course.

Brazil's populist president Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva, Lula for short,
poked a light-hearted dig at star
striker Ronaldo over his weight
problems only to find he had
stired ahomet'snest of sensitivity.

A miffed Ronaldo hit back say-
ing that if he was fat then everyone
knew thatformer union leader Lula
dranktoo much.

It all got a trifle nasty and could
have done with the silky smooth
diplomatic skills of UN chief Kofi
Annantosort things out.

Onlyhewasbusygetting behind
his home team Chana who have
been carryingthe African flag atthe
World Cup.

*I'm proud of my boys," he said
bemoaning that he would have to
miss the crunch game against the
United States as he would be
"trapped in a plane” on the way
backto NewYork.

Ayala critical

FROM PAGE 19
there are times when you don't
knowwhatstuds to wear,” he said.
I finished the match against
Serbia (& Montenegro) with back
pains because ofthe hard pitch. You're
playingasifyouare onanice rink.”

Borgetti is back

FROM PAGE 19
penalty against Portugal.
Borgetti, who had a nightmare first
season with Bolton scoring twice in
just 19 appearances for the
Premiership outfit, playedinall fourof
their matches at the 2002 edition
where they wentouttobitterrivals the
United States in the second round.

A prospective

FROM PAGE 22
Germany in the final group match.
Beating Sweden in that great match
was a bit of reconciliation with the
rest of the country,” Champel added.
“Thematchwaspuredrama.”

Lasse Sandlin, a writer for
Sweden's Aftonblader, said he
expects Saturday's match to
becomeanother classicstruggle.

“They play the same kind of
football as we do," he said. "Physi-
cal and very fast. It's going to be a
verytightgame,”

FROM PAGE 19
really under way butit really hurt to
hear our own fans boo us," said
Marquez after his side went down to
a 2-1 defeat against Portugal in their
lastGroup D game.

Argentina will be favourites to
progress to thelasteight where either
hosts Germany or Sweden will be
waiting, but Pekerman, whose team
have scored eight times in the tour-
nament, respects the dangers that
Mexico can pose.

"I have a very positive image of
Mexico," said Pekerman.

"They are high in the FIFA rank-
ings and played well at the
Confederations Cuplast year.

"It will be a good match. They
have many very good players. They
will be strong opponents, and it's the
Waorld Cup, soevery game is difficult.

"Mexico are always able to score
goals," he added. "They are rechni-
cally skilled and highly competitive
team. No team can ever believe that
Mexicoisnotastrongrival.*

Mexico have twice been quarter-
finalists, but on both occasions, in
1970 and 1986, it was on home
ground.

Coach Ricardo Lavolpe, a mem-
ber of Argentina's World Cup-
winning squad in 1978, said he was
considering making changes for the
game as he tries to solve a crisis of
confidence amongst his strikers who
haven'tscoredsince the first match.

"On Saturday I'm going to have a
different team. They're going to be
miuch more at ease and that will help
them to scoregoals,” Lavolpe said.

But Lavolpe will be boosted by
news that the country's leading all-
time scorer Jared Borgetti has been
passedfit.

The 32-year-old Bolton
Wanderers striker suffered a left calf
injury that sawhim forced off early in
the second-half of the opening 3-1
victoryover [ran.

But Guillermo Cantu, responsible
for team selection for Mexico, said
that he was now fully fit for
Saturday's clash after he missed the
Angolaand Portugal games.
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Stricken England striker Michael
Owen has become just the latest
footballer to become the focus for
his team's mantra of "We are
going to win the World Cup for..."

~ In an increasingly sentimental
sport, each time a player goes
down and is ruled outof atourna-
ment the team involved feels
compelled to turn the tourna-
ment into a personal crusade for
the player in question.

Unlike less worthy recipients
of their teammates' support, the
service that the clean-living but
desperately unlucky Owen has
given England down the years
merits suchatribute.

Similarly 1998 champions
France showed their solidarity
with unfortunate striker Djibril
Cisse, as the Liverpool forward
broke his leg just prior to the
World Cup in a meaningless
friendly with China.

All the France players bran-
dished sweatbands with Djibril
written on them in their first
World Cup match, the 0-0 draw

with Switzerland which high-
lighted exactly what they were
missing -- their leading scorer
from the qualifiers.

Now ‘Les Bleus' have another
martyr to go in and play for when
they enter their must-win match
against Togo -- icon Zinedine
Zidane.

Lose and the great man's last
gesture for the team will have
been his angry throw of the
sweatband into the dugout when
he was replaced in the first min-
ute of injury time in the 1-1 draw
with South Korea.

It is the Sotuth Americans who
fly the flag for the more emotional
dedications as Ecuadorean striker
Ivan Kaviedes demonstrated in
the 3-0 win over Costa Rica.

After scoring the third goal he
pulled on a Spiderman mask in
tribute to former international
team-mate Otilino Tenorio, who
was killed in a car accident aged
25in May 2005.

Some dedications push the
sense ofgood taste to the limit.

When Scorttish striker Duncan
Ferguson -- or 'Drunk and
Disorderly' as he was known --
served three months for
headbutting anather player in an
English Premiership match.

Instead of being sacked by his
club BEverton, he received a wel-

come back ‘;Lemmglymure‘ﬂt for

a returning war hero or palitical
prisoner as the club arranged for
at band to pipe him nnta th [:fllt:h
atareserveteammatch.” o |
"The people who eriticiséd the

club for that didn't know Wwhat
Duncan meant to the fans, e oim-
mented Jim King of the n
‘aup;mr[er:s(. lub.

"He was the right man at the
right time for us.

“"He roused the passion at
Goodison," he added without a
trace of irony, though his three
previous assault vietims would
have preferred that he restricted
himselfto the pitch.

Perhaps the most macabre
'tribute’ was paid to Colombian
defender Andres Escobar who
paid with his life for the simple
errar of scoring anown goalinthe
South Americans' castly defeat to
host nation the United States in
1994.

Ten days after réturning to
Colombia, Humberto Munoz --
who was to receive a 43-year
prison sentence but was released
after serving just [l -- gained his
10 seconds of fame as he plugged
Escobar with 12 bullets. As each
bullet hit the defender, Munoz
said... "Goal".

PHOTD; AFP

Ghanafans go ecstatic on the streets of Accraafter their victory over USAin the World Cup on Friday.

Party time in Ghana
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REUTERS,Accra

Ghanaians poured on to the
streets of the capital Accra on
Thursday, jumping on car bon-
nets, dancing and singing after
the African country reached the
last 16 of the World Cup with a 2-
1 win over United States.

Fellow Africans from Sierra
Leone to the Central African
Republic joined in to celebrate
a5 Ghana became the first team
from their continent to reach the
second round.

In Accra's bustling Osu dis-
trict, the air rang with car horns,
whistles and shouts of 'Go
Ghana' as fans clapped their

hands, blew whistles and beat
metal tins, pots and drums.

"L am very happy. After the
first match (a 2-0 defeat by Iraly)
I was s0 angry | prayed to God.
He answered my prayers and we
are rejoicing,” said Joseph
Chukwu, watching the party
from aroadside stall.

“If we pray to God we will beat
Brazil 2-0. Taday is a very good
day forAfrica. Africa asa wholeis
sohappy.”

Debutants Ghana qualified in
second place behind Group E
winners Italy and will face Brazil
if the champions top their sec-
tion as expected.

Ghana beat United Stares
thanks to a goal from Haminu
Dramani and a penalty by cap-
tain Stephen Appiah.

‘I am very happy. I am very
sure we will beat Brazil 2-0. 1 am

very, very proud,” said Michael
Mikoku, draped in Ghana's red,
yellow and green national flag-

Cars swerved in procession
round the streers of Accra with
fans dancing on car roofs and
bonnets, while the red, yellow
and green national ealours could
be seen everywhere, carried by
people waving from shops and
houses.

In Sierra Leone, home to
several thousand Ghanaians,
citizens cheered the win over
U.5.

"Ghana's victory has put
Africa on the world map of foor-
ball,* said fan Alie Kamara,

More than 2,000 miles (3,000
km) away in Central African
Republic's capital Bangui, bate-
chested young menran onto the
streets shouting and beating
tam-tams to -;.elebraw

Reyna calls it a day
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REUTERS, Nuremburg

U.S. captain Claudio Reyna has
called time on his inlernational
career after their World Cup exit
on Thursday and could soon be
follawed by striker Brian McBride
and maybe even coach Bruce
Arena.

“I'm probably done," Reyna
told reporters after his team lost 2-
1 to Ghana in their final Group E
match. "That'sit."

The curtain-call was bitter-
sweet for Reyna, 32, who came off
just before halftime after straining
his left knee ligaments having lost
possession in the lead up to
Ghana's first goal.

He then had to watch from the
bench as the U.S5. slipped to defeat
after a dubious penalty awarded
against them deep into frst-half
stoppage time by German referee
Markus Merk.

"I knew pretty much before
(the tournament) that this would
be the last World Cup for me," said
the midfielder,

Reyna and goalkeeper Kasey
Keller became the first Americans
to feature in fourWorld Cups when
they played at these finals.

“For me, the right time (to
retire) 15 now:. The next World Cup
is far away. [ just wanted to play
this as the last World Cup,” he
added.

Reyna's error gifted Ghana the
lead as he received a back pass
from Clint Dempsey and collided
with Haminu Dramani who took
the ball and raced into the U.S.
areatoslothome.

Forward McBride, bidding to
score in three consecutive finals,
hinted that he two would retire
from the national team and told
reporters he would make an
AnnouUncement 5001,

Coach Bruce Arena is in his
eighth year in charge of the
national team and under contract
to the U.S. federation until
December. He would not say if he

would be steppingdown.

"I have some ather opportuni-
ties that I need to examine as
well," he told reporters. "But that's
notimportant right now."

Arena, the longest serving
coach at the finals, plans to
address the media on Friday at the
LS. hotelin Hamburg.

Reyna's decision o step down,
while not formally announced,
comes as no surprise based on his
history ofinjuries.

A veteran of four World Cups,
Reyna did not see any action in
1994 but featured prominently in
the other three tournaments. fn
2002, he helped lead the U.S. to
the quarter-finals.

Reyna, who was made national
team captain in 1999, has won 112
caps and scored eight goals. He
remains one of & handful of
Americans players to have thrived
in Europe,

In the past 12 years he has
played for Bayer Leverkusen, Vil
Wolisburg, Rangers and
Sunderland before joining
Manchester Cityin 2003,



