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Bengal Foundation

A mélange of contemporary
and traditional art

KAVITA CHARANJI
ROPPING by at the Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts in

D Dhanmondi any day,

chances are that one will get to see
delightful art exhibitions, enchant-
ing music soirees, workshaps,
seminars and discussions. The
gallery, which began its voyage in
April 2000 through a solo exhibi-
tion of Mohammad Kibria, is today
an important stop over for culture
enthusiasts. Today it has
showcased the works of over 200
local and international artists.

Behind the success of the gallery

is the Bengal Foundation (founded
in 1990), which seeks 1o promote
the arts and culture of Bangladesh.
The focus is on music, visual arts
and theatre. Explaining the
Foundation's main objectives,
Luva Nahid Choudhury, director
general of Bengal Foundation,
asserts, “We want to go beyond the
stercotypes of Bangladesh as prone
to floods, famine, poverty and
illness. There may be shortialls in
funding oreducation butouraimis
to showcase our excellent music
and art so that the rest of the world
recognises ourhidden potential™
On the art front, the Foundation
not only hosts exhibitions and
discussions. It also organises art
workshops and lateral exchange
programmes with the purpose of
giving an impetus to Bangladesh's
art and creating a platform for
better exposure of local artists and
regional interaction. Among the
milestones is the first overseas art
workshop held lastyearin Italywith
Bangladeshi and Indian artists.
Then the Foundation has launched
around 30 video documentaries,
which profile artists, significant

Adisplay at the Bengal Gallery

events, exhibitions and cover
musical performances.

Among the objectives in the
musical arenaare thelaunch of fine
Bangla and classical music on CDs
and cassettes, soirees, lecture
workshops and demonstrations.
One of the Foundation's, major
projects is Bengal Bikash (the
nationwide Bangla music talent
search programme) which is to hit
the final round this August. Apart
from this, the Foundation offers
scholarships in music for training
under aguruin India, programmes
for promoting Bangla music in the
country and encouraging and
motivating music learning centres
across Bangladesh.

In the sphere of theatre, the
Foundation seeks to create a plat-
form for dedicated theatre activity,
promote new playwrights, actors
and directors, facilitate research
and' training in theatre, provide
financial' assistance to touring
productions and assistance in stage
construction, lighting and refur-
bishing theatres. To the creditof the
Foundation, it is the single largest
sustained sponsor oftheatre.

The Foundation has also ven-
tured into publishing. Among its
publications are Jamini, a superbly
designed’ arts quarterly, Kali O
Kalam, a monthly Bengali literary
journal and ICE Today. Though a
bigger reach is aimed at, Luva
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points out that Jamini has a niche
market, while Kali O Kalam, has
done well and is acclaimed in
Bangladesh and West Bengal, she
says.

The Foundation also holds the
annual Bengal Baishakh Utsay,
with stalls for games and handi-
crafts and a variety of cultural
activities.

Looking ahead, Luva cherishes
the dream of stepping out of the
Dhaka-centric mode and making
cultural inroads at the grassroots
level. To some extent, this is already
happening with Bengal Bikash, but
there is greater room for the pro-
motion of art and' music, she
believes.

Children's theatre festival in full swing
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A children's ‘thdatre festival,
arranged by People's Theatre
Association, s on infull swing, The
17-day theatre gala at the Shishu
Academy Auditorium has attracted
a sizeable number of children--
bothperformers and viewers.

Each day six theatre perfor-

mances are staged and the festival

has 80 children troupes as partici-
pants;When The Daily Star went to
the venue on june 21, the Shishu
Academy premises was buzzing
with activity--children exchanging
notes, discussing theatre perfor-
mances and a few preparing them-
selves for the next show: Many of
the children were from outside
Dhaka.

The plays delivered hard-hitting
social messages on gender and
racial issues, among others,

Shibli Nomin and Nazia Sharmin
Linda, two child actors from
Dinajpur, were among the major cast
members of a play on racial issues.
Shibli, a student of class 8, said, “I've
been involved in theatre for the last
six years. Since 2004 1 have been
working with a troupe, Amader

Enthusiastic children at the festival
Theatre, Dinajpur. In future, Iwant o
be aprominent actor.”

Like Shibli, Nazia Sharmin Linda
had high hopes of being arenowned
actor. A student of class nine, Linda
said, “I've been in theatre for the last
sevenyears.Iam fortunatetogetthe

encouragement of my family to
pursuetheatreactivities.”

There were many others like
Shibli'and Lina. A few came to per-
form despite exam fever. Sonia
Karim, a college student, said, “Even
though the first year finalis on, Iam

here to perform with my troupe,
Children Art Theatre, which I joined
in Class 5." Her teammate Sheikh

Mohammad Saikat added, "Oursis a

40-member team. And we have all
come here to participate at the
theatre festival,”

There are many organisations
working in the sphere of children’s
theatre. But, what's the scenario at
the district level? Tarequzzaman
‘fareq, the general secretary of
Amader Theatre, Dinajpur, said,
“We face infrastructural and finan-
cial' constraints. Nevertheless, we
continue with ourmissionto create
future actors, especiallywomen.”

Liaquat Ali Lucky, general secre-
tary of People's Theatre Associ-
ation; said, “Our aim is o create a
future gencration of theatre activ-
ists. I've been working in this direc-
tonforthe last17 years.

“We sell tickets at the rate of
‘Taka five for children and Taka 10
for adults. Swedish ITI, CIDA and
a few other local organisations
are extending support to us. In
future we hope to arrange an
international children's theatre
festival.”
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Rabindra-
Nazrul Jayanti
in Tangail

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The Baisakhi Kachi Kanchar Mela
in Tangail observed Rabindra-
Nazrul Jayanti, organising day-
long programmes at Public Library
Auditoriumin the town recently.

The programmes included a
painting competition for children,
poetry reading, a competition on
Tagore and Nazrul songs, a discus-
sion meetingand cultural show.

With Meem Tabassum Elma, a
young member of the Baisakhi
Kachi-Kanchar Mela in the chair,
the discussion was attended by
prominent educationist and for-
mer director of the organisation
Begum Rawshan Ara Islam as chief
guest. Other key figures were politi-
cian Khandakar Nazim Uddin and
poet Mahmud' Kamal as special
guests.

The chief guest distributed
prizes among the winners of the
competition in different catego-
ries. Later, the members of the
organisation and local artistes
presented a colourful cultural
showatthe samevenue.
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As part of the ongoing theatre
festival arranged by Nandimukh, to
celebrate its 15th anniversary, the
troupe will stage Bela Shesher
Galpo at Shilpaka Academy
Auditorium, Chittagong.

Bela Shesher Galpo is a political
satire. Featuring the chronological
political history of Bangladesh
since 1947, Avijit Sengupta's play
depicts the adverse cffects of
political turmoil.

Bela Shesher Galpo willbestaged
ar7pm.

\Bela Shesher Galpo to be
staged today |

Ascene from tha play Bela Sh Eshar Gs!pn

Mission: Impossible 111

hits town
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The highly anticipated action-thriller of 2006, Mission:
Impossible IIl is running successfully in Dhaka,

according to a pressrelease.

The film is presented by Paramount Pictures and is a
Tom Cruise and Paul Wagner production. The movie is
directed by J] Abrams and stars Cruise, Philip Seymour
Hoffman, Ving Rhames and Michelle Monaghan,
amongothers.

In Mission: Impossible 111, Cruise retumns to one of his
challenging signature roles, secret agent Ethan Hunt. In
this racy, hair raising action thriller; Hunt is pitted
against the toughest villain he's ever faced -- Owen
Davian (Hoffman), an ruthless international ‘arms and
information provider.

Explaining the raison d'etre behind the film, Abrams
says, “ From the beginning Tom and I talked'about
wanting to doa movie that had a surprisingly personal
and intimate story. When you hear Mission: Impossible
1, you know you are going to get extreme situations,
greatactionand incredible stunts, The idea wasto take
that opportunity and combine it with an intimate
story, a love story, and friendships that were real
friendships with characters that you get to know and
like,"

Paramount has chosen DHL Worldwide F.xprcss as
its official shipping and logistics partner for the action
film. The latter is a leading express and logistics com-
panyand played apivotalrole behind the cameras,

DHL's agenda was to arrange a charter flight from
Beijing to Los Angeles, to packing, crating and ship-
ping technical equipment to numerous fiming loca-
tions in ltaly, US, China and Germany. The DHLE team
worked with Paramount to deliver movie sets and
equipment around the world: camera gear, film mate-
rial and numerous props were shippedbyland, sea and
airwith the involvementof DHL organisational units.

Mehreen charms online
chat fans--

Singer Mehreen Bhulya was in the
news recently. The event? An on-
line chat session that she joined at
the music channel of Bangla-
deshinfo.com--banglalink Music
Zone's chat room. Nearly 2,000
fans took partin an hour-long chat
session, says apressrelease.

Mehreen was flooded with
questions from her ecager fans,
including those from Canada,
America, Australiaand India.

Bangladeshinfo.com, a promi-
nent portal of the country, presents
one music star each month on a
regular basis at the banglalink
music channel chat room for
netizens and musiclovers.
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