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BIRD FLU IN AGARTALA

Vigilance heightene
in B'baria border aree

OUR CORRESPONDENT, B'baria

" BDR and police in border areas of

Brahmanbaria are on high alert
and the district administration has
taken all out steps to preventinflow
ofbird flu germ [ollowing reports of
outbreak of the deadly disease in
some poultry firms in Agartala in
India.

Import of chicks through
Akhaura land port and smuggling
through the border has been totally
stopped, sources in BDR (Bangla-
desh Rifles) and the district admin-
istration told this correspondent

yesterday. Germicide is applied to
allvehiclesentering Bangladesh.
Alongside, the district adminis-
tration has launched an awareness
campaign among poultry firm
owners in the district not to allow
Indianchicksinto their firms.
Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Saidur Rahman at a
meeting formed vigilance teams in
all the upazilas led by the Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) and he
upazila livestock officer to check
inflow of Indian chicks. A district
monitoring committee has been
formed to supervise activities of

the vigilance tea:ma.h The upazl!a
committees have launched an
awareness campaign about bird
flu, sources at the DC office said
yesterday.

Checking at Agartala land port
has been made rigorous.
Germicide is applied to all vehicles
entering Bangladesh, This is being
done by the Akhaura upazila com-
mittee headed by the UNG Khaled
Perves Khan.

The vigilance and rigorous
checkingwill continue till bird fluis
eradicated in Agartala, he told this
correspondent.
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Aga!mty afatau.. Jubilant GPA-5 scorers at Blue Bird High Schoolin Sylhet (left) and Barisal Government Girls High School along with their teachers after publication of SSC examination results,

Hospital waste poses health
hazard in Dinajpur

KANKAN KARMAKER, Dinajpur

Dispasal of medical waste by hos-
pitals and diagnostic centers in
open places in the town is polluting
the environment and creating
health hazard.

Everyday, around 240 kilograms
ofwa.-mzm generated in about 22
govert t and private hospitals
and a; Iaa.st 200 diagnostic centres,
sources at the Civil Surgeon's office
said. All the waste are disposed of
on rnadsid&a: and dustbins, which
find tht;lrwny into canals, drains,
rivers and other water bodies,
spreading germs, Most of the 15
private’ clinics! in the town are
illegal, theysaid.

Germs in medical waste are not
| desl:nf:xhd unleis they mfe inciner-

ated scientifically, they said.

Scavengers and rag pickers
collect used plastic syringes, tubes
and other disposed of medical
articles from waste heaps, which
are recycled. This poses a great
healthhazard, the sourcessaid.

They said the number of hospi-
tals and diagnostic centres in
Dinajpur is much more than in any
other northern district because,
traditionally it caters to treatment
facilities for patients from nearby
distriets including Parbatipur

The hospitals in the district
town include Dinajpur Mecdical
College and Hospital, Dinajpur
Sadar Hospital, Zia Hearth
Foundation and Research Center,
Cancer and Kidney Research
Institute, Eye Haspital, Islami Bank

v ;
Medical waste litterad on a hospital compound in Rinajpur town.

Hospital and Diabetic Hospital,
which is the second biggest after
BIRDEM in Dhaka. None of the
hospitals has any waste treatment
facility.

The sources said no effort was
madeby any government or private
hospital in last 10 years for waste
treatment.

The municipal authorities have
the responsibility to collect the
waste. But they do not collect the
waste regularly and the accumu-
lated garbage rot on roadsides,
spreading diseases and emitting
stinkysmell.

When contacted, Dinajpur
Municipal Chairman Shafiqul
Haque Chitu said they can not
remove the waste regularly as the
municipality has no outfall for

garbage disposal. They dispose of
the garbage in canals, rivers and
other water bodies. Lack of man-
power and logistics is also a prob-
lem for the municipality, he said.

A doctor at Dinajpur Medical
College Hospital seeking anonym-
ity saidl indiscriminate disposal of
waste is causing a major health
hazard in the town. But they can
notdo anythingas theydo nothave
anywaste treatment facility.

Dr. Saiful Bari, principal of
Dinajpur Medical College Hospital,
who also a surgeon at Zia Hearth
Hospital, said an incinerator
should be set up in the town imme-
diately for - waste treatment to
reduce environmental pollution
andhealth hazard.
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Dinajpur dist
BNP body
dissolved

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The BNP district committee has
been dissolved by the party high
command, party sources said.

BNP office secretary Mafiqul
Hasan Tripty issued a letter an
Thursday saying the committee
was dissolved following expiry of
term.

However, party insiders said the
committee was dissolved following
intra-party rivalry and corruption
ofthe commiittee leaders,

Several arrest warrants were
issued against the 'corrupt’ lead-
ers,

Police conducted several raids
on their house recently, but failed
to nab them, according police
sources,

After dissolution of the eormimit-
tee, a big contingent of palice force
was deployed in the town to avert
any untoward ineident.

Correction

In our story titled 'Booster for
published on
National page on June 19, the Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) was referred to
asaSwedish organisation. The SDC
is a Swiss development agency
under the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Switzerland. The inadver-
tentmistakeis regretted.

Gambler son
kills father

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

A gambler son killed his father and
injured his mother as they refused
to give him money for gambling.

The incident took place at Betal
village in Kotiadi upazila in
Kishoreganj district.

Police said Mintu attacked his
parents Sobhan Mia and Amena
with lethal weapons Thursday
night, killing the 68 year-old father
on the spot. The son fled away after
theineident.

The 60 year-old injured mother
has been admitted to Zahirul Islam
Medical College and Hospital.

A case was filed with Kotiadi
thana.
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Prices under control,
says Saifur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Finance Minister Saifur Rahman
yesterday said prices of essentials
except those of some imported
ones like sugar and onion are
under control.

He said the country's economy
is on a firm footing. People should
not be misguided by propaganda
by certain quarters, he said. They
must be ware of the wotld market.

The vested quarters are engaged
in criticlsm against the govern-
ment as well as the ruling alliance
because they never want to see any
achievement.

“A country cannot run with only
abstract theories of economics.
Even after facing all the odds, we
are running the country well”, he
said addressing a gathering of
Sylhet district unit of Jatiya Imam
Samity, held ata community centre

inthecity.

The minister said a consider-
able quantity of fuel is being smug-
gled out because it is still cheaper
in the country. "But they (critics) do
not consider the world price of fuel
whilecriticising the government”,

With Moulana Matiur Rahman
in the chair, the function was also
addressed by Dilder Hossain Selim
MP and Moulana Farid Uddin
Chowdhury MP.

The minister said, since imams
play a vital role in moulding public
opinion, they should speak against
cormiption and immoral activities
in our society. You will have to moti-
vate people to rootout these evils.

As social reformers, imams
should give 'Fatwa' against corrup-
tian, Saifur added.

He said Islam is not a religion of
fanaticism, rather it preaches

progressive ideas, he said.

Magistrate sued
by wife for
demanding
dowry

Our CORRESPONDENT, Nifphamari

A magistrate of Munshiganj
Collectorate was sued by wife for
allegedly torturing her for
dowry.

Magistrate Sadiqul [slam  was
sued by wile Ireen Begum for tortur-
ing her for dowry amounting to Tk 5
lakh, court sources said. She filed the
case with the first class magistrate
courtin NilphamarionThesday.

Court sources said, Sadiequl [slam,
son of late Abdul Aziz of Bhullarhat
village in Kaliganj upazila,
Lalmonirhat married ta Ireen
Begum, daughter of Azizar Rahman
of West Kathali village in Jaldhaka
upazila, Nilphamar on December
12,2004,

PHOTC: STAR

Indigenous Garo people presenting a dance at a festival held at Birishiri Tribal Cultural Academy In Netrakona on

Thursday welcoming the rainy season.
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) POWER GRID COMPANY OF BANGLADESH LTD.

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
Red Crescent Concord Tower, 17, Mohakhali C/A | 6th Floor, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh,
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