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Royal divisions

INTERNET, undated

Like most other Argentines
Princess Maxima was eager to
catch her national team's game at
the Warld Cup on Wednesday.
Unlike her countrymen, however,
the royal faced divided loyalties as
the Latin American dream team
battled it out against the
Netherlands, the land she adopted
on her marriage to Crown Prince
Willem-Alexanderin 2002.

At the stadium in the German
city of Frankfurt Maxima was
excused from sporting Dutch
colours and tactfully refrained
from turning out with any hint of
Argentine blue in her outfit.
Willem-Alexander had no such
qualms, wearing a tie in the traci-
tional orange hue of the
Metherlands, and a football scacf
over hissuit.

In the princess' native country
footballis regarded as more impor-
tant than life itself, so competitive
passions between the normally
loved-up duo may have been run-
ningalitilehigh.

At half-time she introduced her
husband 1o someone who knows a
thing or two about the beautiful
game - footbhalling legend
Maradona. The player of
Argentina’s plory years grasped
Willem-Alexander's hand in a
warm salute, before engaging him
irt a spirited discussion about the
likely otnteome ofthe match.

Luckily for the sake of peace in
the marital home the 90-minute
thriller ended in a 0-0 draw.
Argentina go through comfortably
1o the knockout stages of the tour-
nament, where they meet Mexico,
while the Netherlands are due to
come upagainst Portugal.

The fastest
foothall fan
on the planet

AFP, Indianapolis

On the eve of the US athletics cham-
pionships, sprnt star Justin Gatlin
wis sporting an orange replica jersey
of theNetherlands' football team.

“I'm supporting World Cup,”
Gatlin, co-holder of the 100m world
recard, said Wednesday. "Without
Waorld Cup, alot of peaple look past
soceer - like they do track and field
untilthe Olympicscome around.”

Gatlinis carefully following this
year's matehes ard said defending
champlon Brazl is his favourite
eant.

So why is he sporting Dutch
forward Ruud van Nistelrooy's No, 92

"It's a Nike shirt,” replied Gatlin
with a sheepish grin. Like the
Netherlands football team, Gatlin
has a cantract with the American
shoecompany.

Unlike Brazilian footballers
Ronalda and Calu, Gatlin has no
planstoswitch tojustone name.

“Not yet," he said. "There are
toomanyjustinsout there."

Gatlin's time of 9.77sec, for the
100m last month tied the world
mark by Jamaica's Asafa Powell,
anc the American responded glibly
to questions about hischief rival,

"What do I think of Asafa?"
joked Gatlin. "I think [ ger asked
that question toomuch.”

WG pitches
‘disappointing'

AFP, Berlin

The World Cup organisers admit-
ted on Thursday that they were
disappointed by worn-looking
pitches, but blamed unseasonably
cold weather in Germany in May
for the problems,

All of the playing surfaces at the
12 Warld Cup stadiums were
replaced at the end of the German
league season in mid-May, but low
temperatures at that time pre-
vented the grass from growing
properly.

"We didn't achieve the opii-
mum objective we set, we have to
concede that," the vice-president
of the organising committee,
WalfgangNiersbach, admitted.

“This winter there was unusu-
ally cold weather in Germany,"
Niersbach told the daily media
briefing.

“In Hamburg, Cologne and
Gelsenkirchen the visual appear-
anceisnotasgoad as expected.”

Patches may be replaced on the
Gelsenkirchen pitch, he added.

Both Hamburg and
Gelsenkirchen will host a
quarterfinal match, although not
matchesin thelast 16.

The design of the two stadiums
in question has also not aided the
growth of the grass, Niersbach said.
The bowl design of the Hamburg
stadium, for example, did notlet as
much lightinastheother grounds,

“We dre a bit upset, we thought
we wereso cattious and could offer
optimum conditions and we have
ended up with & weak spot we were
notexpecting,” Niershach said.

FIFA President Sepp Blatter said
this week that matches at the 2010
World Cup in South Africa could
take placeon synthetic pitches.

"In the future, it will be neces-
sary to have pitches that can resist
all weather conditions,” he
explained.
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ROYAL FANS: Dutch Crown Prince Willem Alexander and his wife Argentine-born Princess Maxima wave as they attended the match between the
Netherlands and Argentina in Frankfurt on Wednesday.

_ over matter

AFP, Berlin

Sports psychology has come a long
way from the ndvice once offered by
acoachwhen told hisstruggling star
striker had been knocked uncon-
scious and had forgotten his name.

“Tell him he's Pele,” said the
coach. "And gat him back on the
plreh.”

Some Warld Cup hopefuls are a
little more sophisticated.

Spain, who have impressed
many with their early form which
has yielded two wins in two games,
have tumed to one of America’s top
sports psychologists o transform
them from underachievers to world
beaters.

They haven't got beyond the last
eightsince 1954,

"Were trying not to dwell on
history," said Boston University

professor Leonard Zaichkowsky
who has worked with Olympic
athletes aswell as the Boston Celtics
basketball team and the Calgary
Flamesice hockeysquad.

“Were trying to emphasize that
this is a different team, with a differ-
enteoach, adifferenteverything.

"We want to get them thinking
along the lines of great perfor-
mances,” said Zaichkowsky.

"They may have things that are
bothering them in their own life that
are affecting their play on the field.
Psychology has a positive dimen-
sion, helping normal people
achievetheirhighest potential.”

Zaichkowsky said he has told
Luig Aragones'steam that they need
tofeel united in their approach.

"You guys are all playing ata high
level, and we want to take you to a
championship level.... we'll be
waorking on genuinely caring about
each other. That's the only way
they're going to win a world cham-
plonship.”

Like Aragones, jurgen
Klinsmann's Germany team is

flying, winning three marches and
reaching the second round with
ease,

Germany, 1o, are using a sports
psychologistforthe firsttime.

After a disastrous Euro 2004
campaign, when Germany failed to
win a match under Rudi Voller,
Klinsmann recruited Dr. Hans-
Dieter Hermann who has also
worked with the German skiteam.

"We are delighted that heis there
for the mental side of things,"
explamed Klinsmann.

"He has a lot of experience hav-
ing worked with top sportsmen, He
can help them deal with stress and
maximise their performance.”

World Cup deburants Angola
called in LaurindoVieira.

“The psychologist talks to them
aboutbrains and nerves and he tries
0 make them more confident in
themselves and in the team," said a
team spokesman.

“I'm not really sure what they do
in these lectures but the players
come out laughing about who is
using the right side of their brain

andwhoisnor.”

Golf has been the wailblazer
whenitcomes tomind games.

Belgian sports psychologist Jos
Vantisphout once took the direct
approach to former world number
oneErnie Els,

“I told him I thought he was the
biggest under-achiever I'd ever
met," said Vantisphout.

Els's problem was Tiger Waods
who pushed him into second place
in three Najors in 2000 after the
South African had won the US Open
i 1994 and 1997,

But with the help of Vantisphout,
who told himto focus on the course
and not the American, Els overcame
his fear of Woods to land the 2002
British Open.

“I think the big boss up there,
maybe he gave me more talent,”
said Vantisphout on his influence,
which has also worked wonders
with Els's compatriot Retief
Goosen.

"Maybe he sent me (0 get some
competition forTiger."

AFP, Baden-Baden

Michael Owen's injury might be a
devastating blow to England, but
it could be a blessing in disguise
for Owen Hargreaves.

Until now, the Bayern Munich
midfielder has always been on
the sidelines -- in the England
squad but never quite nailing
down aplacein the starting 11,

Supporters have pgiven the
verstaile 25-year-old a rough ride

of two Owen

since he made his debut against
Holland in 2001 because he has
never played in the Premier
League,

But his electrifying perfor-
mance in a rare start against
Sweden, and the positive
response from the fans who
booed him when he came on asa
substitute against Paraguay,
suggests he is now reacy to step
up to the mark.

With Michael Owen's knee
ligament injury forcing him out of
the tournament, coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson may have to
revert to a 4-5-1 formation with
Steven Gerrard playing as a sec-

ond striker behind Wayne
Rooney.

This would allow the Swede to
keep Hargreaves in the holding
midiield role he performed so
well on Tuesday in the 2-2 draw
and give people like Frank
Lampard and Joe Cole more
licence to push forward against
Ecuador in the knockout round
on Sunday.

Hargreaves, who last started
for England over two years ago,
ironically also against Sweden,
insists he is now ready to com-
mand a regular placein the side.

“I have been playing regularly
for Bayern Munich, but people

Adu hopeful of bri

KeHrootball

AFP, Washingron

Freddy Adu dreams of hoisting a
World Cup trophy for the United
States one day, but the [otball
phenom left the door open to play-
ingfor hisnative Ghanaand plansto
playfora Europeanclub.

The 17-year-old midfielder, who
plays for US Major League Soccer's
DEC United, told AFP in an interview
that he feels he could make the US
squad in the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa after being left out in
Germany this year.

In the meantime, he plans to
moveon to u Earopean powerhouse
in the next couple of years and said
his agent has been talking with
EnglishchampionsChelsea.

“I-just did not get enough of a
chance o pretty much tryout for the
US national team,” he said in his
Washington team's locker room
after DC United bear Chicago Fire 1-
Ohere lateWednesday.

"But I think the next time
around, maybe for the next World
Cup, I think I'm going to get a good
shot at making the eam and all 1
have got dois just take advantage of
it," he said.

"I just have got to play my game

and hopefully it's good enough for
the national teamone day, " he said.

Adu would have been the youn-
gest player to take the pirch at a
World Cup had he played for Ghana
or the United Statesintheiropening
gamesin Germany.

Hehad told the Washington Post
last year that he had made up his
mind to play for the United States,
but he told AFP that he would con-
sicler playing for either country.

"It's still open, you never know,"
he said. "The way Ghana is playing
right now, they're a good, good
team." 3

The Michael Essien-led team
were playing the United States later
Thursday in Nuremburg in 4 World
Cup match crucial to both side's
hopes of making it through to the
last16.

"I have not played an interna-
tional FIFA-sanctioned friendly for
any country yet,” he said. "l guess
whoever comes along and offers me
that chance, you know, in the near
future, I'll think about it and we'll
seewhathappens.”

"Because you never know,
mayhe you might not get a chance

10 play for the US national team,”

Adusaid.

Adu attended a US team training
camp in California earlier this year,
but he only played acihe tailend ofa

ht future

goal-less friendly against Canada in
January and was dropped from
consideration for theWorld Cup. He
was just L6atthe time.

Still, the teenager still dreams of
lifting the World Cup trophy one
day.

"Idreamaboutitalot,” he said.

"If 1 could win just one World
Cup, you know how happy I would
be man, I would be so happy," he
saicl "It's just, wow, [ mean that's
dlmostunthinkable.”

“The people who get a chance to
do that they are blessed, and hope-
fullythar'smeoneday," Adusaid,

But before he gets a shot at ulti-
mate international football glory,
Adu wants to take his dazzling
movesto a European powerhouse.

"That'sthe ultimate goal, Iwillgo
there," Adu said. "It's only a matter
of time, I think in the next couple of
years. .. Most likely it will be
England.”

*My agent has been talking to
Chelsea for a while," he said, adding
that Manchester United was a
possibility as the team had invited
him to train with them during the
off-season, although he was unahle
todoso.

Asked about rumours that Real
Madrid is also interested, he said
with achuckle: "We'll see."

don't really watch the
Bundesliga," he said.

"So I think it was a great
opportunity especially in the
World Cup to play and I'm very
happylgotthe chance.

“It's my position -- playing in
the holding role -- getting stuck
in, winning tackles and laying it
off. I feel very confident in that
role.

"For Bayern Munich, I've
proved on the pitch exactly what
kind of player [ am."

He also proved against Sweden
that he could gel with Lampard.
His holding role allowed the
Chelsea star to dictate the flow of
England's first half, before the
team collectively last the plot in
the second period.

Born in Canada to British
parents, Hargreaves first caught
the attention of England's man-
agement when playing for Bayern
in their Champions League-
winningseason in 2001,

Aged just 20, he won rave
reviews and sparked a race to
secure his international services
between England and Germany,
for whom he qualified through
residency.

He looked to be establishing
himself in the side when selected
against Sweden and Argentina in
the last World Cup finals in fapan
butaninjury sidelined him.

Since then he has struggled to
have more than a bit-part role
with Gerrard and Lampard
becoming England's first choice
central midfield partnership.

Buoyed by his game against
Sweden and with the prospect of
another start in store against
Ecuador, Hargreaves' confidence
issoaring.

But he is realistic enough to
know that England's hit and miss
form means overcoming the
South Amercian side will not be
easy.

"It's difficult to say how easy or
difficult ir will be against
Ecuador,” he said. "[ think every
team that's made it this far can
winit.

"But if we play like we did in
the first half (against Sweden), we
can beatanyone.”

PREMIERSHIP

Chelsea start defence
against Gity

K3 Football

REUTERS, London

Chelseakick off the defence of their
Premier League title at home to
Manchester City on Aug. 19 before
facing their first major test against
Liverpoolin mid-September.

Runners-up Manchester United
host Fulham at Old Trafford while
EA. Cup winners Liverpool travel to
promoted Sheffield United in the
opening fixtures for the new season
announcedonThursday.

Aston Villa will be the first
league visitors to Arsenal's new
Emirates Stadium on the opening
day after the London club’s move
from Highbury.

United have the most rigorous
start of the top four. They face
Tottenham Hotspur, fifth last
season behind Arsenal, athome on
Sept. 9 before playing host to
Arsenal a week later, the same day
thatLiverpool travel to Chelsea.

United play Liverpool at home
onOct21.

Newly promoted Watford and
Reading will play away to Everton
and at home to Middlesbrough
respectively.

Newcastle United, resigned to
starting the season without their
injured England striker Michael
Owen, start the season at home (o
Wigan and play Manchester United
awayon Sept. 30.

lain Dowie's first fixture as
Charlton Athletic manager takes

v

him back to EA. Cup runners-up
West Ham, the club b played for as
astriker.

The fixtures announced on
Thursday are provisional and the
games could take place any day
over the specified weekend,
depending on televisionschedules.

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Rovers Reading v Middlesbrough

HotspurvSheffield United

v Everton

_'! l;'ll('fl'lll%E!'i FOR AUGUST

Aug 19: Sheffield United v Liverpool West Ham United v Chatlion
Athletic Arseénal v Aston Villa Bolton Wanderers v Tottenham Hotspur
Chelsea v Mantchester City Everton v Watford Manchester United v
Fulham Newcastle United v Wigan Athletic Portsmouth v Blackbum

Aug 22:Watford vWest Ham United Wigan Athletic v Arsenal Charlton
Athletic v Manchester United Middlesbrough v Chelsea Totténham

Aug 23: Fulham v Holton Wanderers Liverpool v Newcastle United
Manchester City v Portsmouth Aston Villav Reading Blackburn Rovers

Aug 26; Tottenham Hotspur v Everton Watford v Manchester United
Wigan Athletic v Reading Aston Villa v Newcastle United Blackburn
Rovers v Chelsea Charlton Athletic v Bolton Wanderers Fulbam v
Sheffield United Liverpoal v West Ham United Manchester City v
Arsenal Middlesbrough vPartsmouth

Ronaldinho willing to
sacrifice party tricks
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AFP, Dortmund

Ronaldinho on Thursday said
that he might appear to have less
of a central role for Brazil than for
Barcelona while stressing that the
team's overall’ shape and Farm
was paramount.

"It's clear in my mind that I
have a different function (with
Brazil) which is to get the team
into a rhythm and for that I have
to renounce my own style of play
s0 that the group as a whole is
strong and wins," said the world
footballer of the year,

Ronaldinho has, like team-
mate Ronaldo - in the latter's case
[0 a greater extent - not quite
found his form but whereas he is
more the individual with Barca,
playing further forward, "my
Brazil role is a bit different from
Barcelona as | operate more in
the midfield."

With Barca he can float more
freely as the club can share out
creative responsibilities between
him, Portuguese international
Deco and Argentine starlet Lionel
Messi, as well as Frenchman
Ludovic Giuly - with Ronaldinho
often getiing further into the
attack to help Samugl Eto'o.

With Brazil, he has to do maore
of the legwork 1o aect as a provider
for Ronaldo and Adriano.

"We all want to help each other
out i the (Brazl) squied aned so
we shun trying to stand out more
than the others (o aid the solidity
of the team," Ronaldinho
explained.

"In the midfield | am playing
more for the team than forme.”

With qualification for the last
16 assured ahead of Thursday's
match with Japan, coached by
former Brazil star Zico, Brazil
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira is
tempted to rest some key squad
members.

But the likes of Ronaldinho,
Roberto Carlos and Emerson are
notsald onthatidea.

"Frankly, I'm okay with that

but I want to play and I hope to
play.” Roberto Carlos said.

"Anyway, we'll see what the
coach decides.”

Parreira says he will only pin
up the team sheet "in the dressing
room."

“If Parreira wants fo give an
opportunity to gnother player
then that's fine,” said Roberto
Carlos, while adding that he was
rendy to play.

Gor Bonaldinha, *sama ploaverg
miaty prefer to take the chance of o
rest - but | feel veéry good, If it's
down to me | prefer to play,” said
the 2002 world champion.

"Brazil's goal is simply always
to improve and grow, " he added.

juninho, who is hoping for a
chance in midfield, sald Brazil
would use the match against
Japan to improve on their rather
sluggish albeit winning form o
date.

"Japan almost knocked us ot
of the Confederations Cup last
year so I'd say Brazil have a dan-
gerous match coming up," he
warned.
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THE SEAL:Brazilian footballer Ronaldinha juggles the ball during a training session in Dortmund on Wednesday.



