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Sylhet deserves better
Time to realise its full potential

YLHET has tremendous untapped potential, not

merelyworthy of being harnessed for its own devel-

opmentbutalso for the growth ofthe nationalecon-
omy atlarge. Itis one area in the country which can boast
of a large Bangladeshi Diaspora in the UK, USA and other
foreign countries. By far the biggest proportion of foreign
currency remittance to Bangladesh is contributed by
expatriates of Sylheti origin. They are being instrumental
behind the direct transfer of resources and wealth from
their places of work abroad.

All this has been happeningsince before the independ-
ence of Bangladesh. And, the time has now come to put a
pertinent question to ourselves: what has Sylhet got in
return for the bonanza in whatever limited sense, they
havebeen providing the country with?

Unfortunately, most of the investments have been into
non-productiveservice sectorso that the multiplier effect
of such capital investment has been missing in the
broader economy, to say nothing of Sylhet itself remain-
ing backward on the whole.

There is o special plan and no development strategy
which has evolved with an eye to absorbing surplus
money of potential investors from the Bangladeshi
Diaspora into productive sectors. In fact, there is no spe-
cial mechanism whereby Sylhetis will feel encouraged to
come and invest in a big way. And most of those who are
into investment have burnt their fingers in the heat of
bureaucratic red-tape. They don't feel adequately cared

Sylhet needs better infrastructure in terms of its com-
munication with the port city Chittagong. With the infra-
structure so revamped, gas and agro-based industries can
be established in the region. The area is naturally
endowed; and adjacent asit is to the north-eastern region
of India, has enormous possibilities for self-growth as
well as a booster to the development of Bangladesh econ-

We are, therefore, at one with the leaders and academ-
ics of Sylhet in demanding that an EPZ and an industrial
parkbe established in the areaso asto help itbloomintoa

An act of extreme cruelty
It should never recur

HE news of the dastardly killing of a 3 year- old
toddler| has| shocked us beyond measure. The

- entire society is dumbfounded at the extent of the
-.cruel:y with which the murderwas carried out. The poor
woman has been working at the place as part-time cook.
She was already living in a state of extreme deprivation
and distress when came the barbaric killing of her baby

No words are enough to condemn the cruel circum-
stances under which the child was done to death. He was
enticed away by the murderer, asenior college studenton
the promise of listening to music and was rammed
against the floor until his mother was able to rescue him
in a severely injured condition. The little boy was killed
forno faultofhis other than littering things.

Law should deal with the incident with strong and swift
hands. We believe that it should also serve as warning bell
for the entire society. This incident is symptomatic of a
bigger social ailment: the casual manner in which we are
playing around with human lives. Remember, the
attempted murders of three school-going children by
their mates only the other day! It is our impression that
the growing pressures of living has destabilised social
balance needed for an all round growth of a healthy soci-

The sociologists can explain the phenomenon but it is
the duty of the law and order forces to act in stout defence
of social equilibrium. The time is running out, we should
get our act together in combating violence in all its mani-
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Living on the front-line

ZAFAR SOBHAN

AST week, [ wrote about the

environment in general and

the need for our policy-
makers to understand that if they
do not balance development and
industrialization with environ-
mental sustainability, then all the
economic gains we have made and
continue to make will be moot.

Any planning for the future must
take into account the fact that
Bangladesh needs to remain a
livable country, and that environ-
mental pollution of waterways etc
and the effect of urbanization and
industrialization need to be
focused on as we develop a blue-
print for the future.Prompted by
myrecent viewing of thedocumen-
tary film made by ex-US Vice-
President Al Gore entitled "An
Inconvenient Truth" on the threat
of global warming, today I would
like to specifically address the [Ssue
of global warming and the poten-
tial impact on Bangladesh, and
whatwe need tobedoingaboutit.

Despite what the know-
nothings in the Bush administra-
tion might try to have us believe,
there is no serious scientific debate

Bangladesh is already in undated with flooding ewary monsoon, but with globa! warmtng meltmg the polar ice-caps
and the level of the oceans rising as a result, things stand to get far worse in the not too distant future. If the ocean
lavel rises even a few feet (which is entirely possible within the next few decades), 40 percent of the country will
be permanently underwater, displacing as many as 60 million people.

asto the fact of global warming and
the dire consequences for the
planet. Global warming is a reality
and the entire world needs to get
redl aboutdealing with it.

In the final analysis, the Bush
administration's refusal to sign the
Kyoto accord and constant ped-
dling of pseudo-science to try to
down-play the evidence for global
warming may go down in history as
an even more cataclysmic blunder
than the invasion of Iraq when it
comes to long-term negative con-
sequences for the planet.

‘While thisis a problem for every-
one, the country which will suffer
the most in terms of numbers of
people adversely effected by global
warming (as though we haven't
had enough to overcome in terms
of floods and cyclones), would be,
yauguessed it, Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is already inundated
with flooding every monsoon, but
with global warming melting the
polar ice-caps and the level of the
oceans rising as a result, things
stand to get far worse in the not too
distant future. If the ocean level
rises even a few feet (which is
entirely possible within the next
few decades), 40 percent of the
country will be permanently

underwater, displacing as many as
60 million people.

If we think the country is over-
crowded now, imagine what it
would be like with 40 pen:enl:
underwater.

This is a serious issue that we
need to contend with. The cata-
strophic consequences are so great
that almost everything else palesin
comparison. We really need to
have a plan in place to try to ward
off this eventuality or a contin-
gency plan in case the worst hap-
pens.

Make no mistake about it.

" Bangladesh with the bottom 40

percent inundated by sea-water
would cease to be a functional
state, There are many good things
happening in the country and I
resist any suggestion that we are
anything close to being a failed
state.

Nevertheless, like any other
country, Bangladesh simply could
not cope with such a cataclysmic
event. If the southern half of the
country goes underwater and we
do not have aplanin place, then, as
night follows day, the entire coun-
try will descend into chaos and
dysfunction.

So what can we do about it?

Skeptics may point out that in
Bangladesh our contribution to
global warming is actually rather
negligible, and that continuing to
maintainasmall carbon foot-print,
while beneficial to the environ-
ment in general, isn't going ta help
us when it comes (o global warm-
ing.

g'l'his is true, but there is much
else thatwe canalsodo.

In the first place, we need to
become more vocal on the world
stage to tout the dangers of global
warming. We need to join hands
with and put the moral weight of
our 140 million souls behind the
anti-global warming movement.
Bangladesh needs to be at the
forefront of the anti-global warm-
ingmovement. No one has more to
lose.

Frankly, a campaign highlight-
ing the evils of global warming and
the catastrophic consequences for
Bangladesh (perhaps an ad in the
New York Times or funding a docu-
mentary on the plight of communi-
ties in southern Bangladesh who
would be effected) would have
been a far better use of a million
dollars than a campaign to suppos-
edlyboost theimage of the country.

We need to make our voices

heard and our opinions count
when it comes to this issue, Every
foreign mission in Dhakashould be
informed that as far as Bangladesh
is concerned, attention to this
matter is how we gauge whether a
country is friendly towards us or
not.

After all, regardless of the
amount of aid that is piped in, if
you are supporting policies that
will ultimately result in 60 million
people being rendered homeless,
thatisn't being much ofa frlend is
it?

There are all sorts of other mea-
sures that we can also take. One
suggestion thatis gaining ground is
that the higgest polluting countries
have a moral obligation to take in
"climate change refugees." This
might be a good policy proposal to
putweight behind.

In this line, for the past decade at
least, India has been apoplectic
about Bangladeshi migrants com-
ing over the border. Well, imagine
how it will be when half of
Bangladesh is underwater. Indiais
one of the world's biggest contri-
butors to global warming, so it is
only fair (and practical) that it
pledge to take in some
Bangladeshis rendered homeless
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by the effects ufglobniw 18 o1
help us to resolve the co cr{sls
insome other way.

Better to start lddressing the
issue nowthan in 30 yearswhen the
country is halfunderwater andit s
too late. So we need to put elimate
change and how to manage its
effects and the impﬂcﬂﬂonl o the
two countries on the a a of
bilateral discussion with India as
well.

Finally, we need to plan for a
future in which there are a lot more
of us but a lot less space. This
means planning fora highlyurban-
ized country, which, by definition,
will be non-agricultural.

This means planning for high-
rise buildings and massive popula-
tion concentrations. This means
thinking about mass public trans-
portation and connectivity and
building a post-industrial econ-
omy. This means thinking of the
Bangladesh of the future. There are
models out there for us to base our
plans on, but we need to first fully
understand what our future will
looklike to adequately plan forit.

We need to realize that the
Bangladesh of the future will have
to be highly urbanized and that our
pastoral way of life will not last past
the half-way mark of the 21st cen-
tury. This is a terrible thing for
Bangladeshis to have to contem-
plate, but the sooner we come to
terms with it, the sooner we can
begin to plan for such an eventual-

ity:
Zafar Sobhan is Assistant Editor, Tha Daily Star.

Why lag behind the race for the next UNSG?

knows inside out and is a well-
known face in the podium, com-
mittees and corridors of power in

\lg
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Itis not understood why the foreign office has not taken any initiative on the matter. We talk of building our image

HE UN has an informal

agreed regional rotation

system which dictates that
this is Asia's 'turn’ to have a UN
secretary general. The American
UN ambassador John Bolton,
however, insists on havinga UNSG
from East Europe which has
remained unrepresented during
the last 60 years of UN. The first
UN secretary general, Trygve Lie of
Norway, Dag Hammerskjoeld of
Sweden ‘and Kurt Wu]dhelm of
While Butros Butros Ghali ol‘Egypt
and Kofi Annan of Ghana were
from Africa, Xavier Perez De
Cuellar of Peru was the lone rep-
resentative from Latin America. U
Thant of Burma (Myanmar) has
been the only UN secretary gen-
eral from Asia. By convention, the
big five permanent members of
the Security Council and the
Oceania, Australia and New
Zealand have stayed away from
the race for the post of secretary
general. Kofi Anan is the solitary
exception who has been
appointed UNSG from the ranks
of international civil servants in
the UN secretariat. Traditionally,
high profile candidates have been
rejected in favour of middle pow-
ers. For instance Dwight
Eisenhower Anthony Eden and
Chatrles de Gaulle were considered
for the post of first secretary gen-
eral but rejected in favour of
Trygve Lie.

The race for the post of next UN
secretary general from Asia
received fresh momentum last
week when India announced the
name of Shashi Tharoor, UN
under secretary general for com-

abroad. If nominated, it seems Bangladesh has a fair chance of winning the race. In the complex dynamics of power
play in international politics within the headquarters of global diplomacy on the East Riverin Manhattan surprises
are adaily happening. Itis worthwhile to try. Letnot our posterity blame us fora missed opportunity to feel proud.

munication and public informa-
tion to succeed Kofi Annan whose
two terms expire at the end of the
year. The announcement has
thrown a spanner on long shot
hapes of Thai deputy primeminis,

ter SuralKirat Sathi Rathai, Sedth:
Korean foreign minister Banki

Moon and Sri Lanka's Jayantha
Dharmapala advisor to the presi-
dent, who are already in the run
for the top UN job. Bright, articu-
late and a writer in his own right,
Shashi Tharoor is fifty and if
elected, he will be the youngest
ever UN secretary general.
Speculation is also rife that
Pakistan will soon join the fray and
the names of prime minister
Shawkat Aziz and UN ambassador
Munir Akram are in circulation.
The name of Nafis Sadig former
UNFPA under secretary general
and now special envoy of UNSG
for AIDS/HIV in Asia and Pacific is
also being mentioned. If elected,
she will be the first female UNSG.
According to the UN charter,
UNSG is the chiefadministrator of
the UN secretariat and its various
agencies and is appointed by UN
General Assembly on the recom-
mendation of Security Council on
a 5-year term usually extended for
another term. However, the roll of
UNSG has assumed increasing
importance with the passage of
time as a high profile diplomat to
face up tothe diverse challenges of

global agenda of international
peace and security, prevention of
armed conflict, resolution of civil
strife, fostering economic devel-
opment, enhancing social equal-
| ity; and . promoting, international,

' | lawvy EhenUNGG Has also-to adgdres!
the| issues of UN n.l'orm, promo-

tion of democracy and human
rights and the sovereignty of the
individual, protection of environ-
ment and empowerment of
women and grapple with the
problems of global poverty and
lack of health, sanitation and
water facility,. The qualification
needed for the job is political
vision, personal charm and cha-
risma and persuasive power,
managerial skilland above all high
diplomatic acumen to steer clear
of rivalries of international poli-
tics and harmonise balance, com-
promise and loyalty to conflicting
interest of 191 members of
General Assembly and five perma-
nent members of Security
Council,

Winning support of major paw-
ers, particularly USA, Russia and
China is central to the success of
thejobofthe UNSG. Itiswell know
how Butros Butros Ghali became a
casualty in failing to secure a sec-
ond term of his office because he
alienated the (support of) USA. It
is a tall order and must be remem-
bered before nominating some one
for the post to avoid embarrass-

tional community:

ment.

Bangladesh deeply committed
to the principle and purposes of
the UN has never taken a back seat
at the UN but has remained

agtively invalyed apd engaged in

deliberations,and pegatintions.on

every issue debatedand discussed
in the UN and the roll call of its
achievement is impressive and
acknowledged by the interna-
Bangladesh
has been twice elected member of
the Security Council and has the
distinet honour of being elected
the president of UN General
Assembly and heading the UN 5th
Committee (administrative and
budgetary), Committee on
Programme and Coordination
(CPC), UNICIEF Executive Board,
UN Population Award Committee
and the Group of 77. Bangladesh
has also held the position of rotat-
ing presidency of the Security
Council, coordinator of least
developed countries. Above all,
Bangladesh has earned interna-
tional acclaim as the top troops
contributing country in the UN
peace keeping operation in vari-
ous strife-torn trouble spots in the
world. In the background of such
impressive performance interna-
tionally it is only appropriate and
legitimate for Bangladesh to have
aspiration for the post of UNSG
which potentially is within our
reach. What is needed is to grasp

the opportunity by making an
intelligent decision in the selec-
tion of the right candidate soon.
Time is running out. The election
will take place in late
September/eatly October; .

41 i oot umderstoad, why the
foreign office has not taken any
initiative on the matter. We talk of
building our image abroad. To
serve our national interest by
promoting the cause of our inter-
national prestige and honour it is
time to rise above petty jealousy
and parrow partisan consider-
ation. The names of three of our
outstanding diplomats come to
the fore. One is Reaz Rahman,
adviser to the prime minister on
foreign affairs who has previous
background of UN experience as
Bangladesh Ambassador and
permanent representative to the
United Nations, the second is Dr.
Ifthekhar Ahmed Choudhury,
presently our ambassador to the
UN. The other is Anwarul Karim
Chowdhury, currently UN under
secretary general for the least
developed countries and High
Representative for land-locked
developing countries and small
island developing states. After late
SAMS Kibria, the former finance
minister, he is the senior most UN
official from Bangladesh.

Anwarul Karim Chowdhury has
the advantage of becoming a long
timer in UN system which he

the UN. He would be a formida-
ble candidate with impeceable
credentials for the job and stands
out in the erowd of nominated
candidates in view of rare privi-
lege of his continuous 25 years UN
work experience in one capacity
or another and distinguished
record of solid accomplishments.
It is expected he will find accep-
tance by the broadest members
ship'of the UN: He was!
Ambassador and permanent
representative to the UN, and
represented Bangladesh in 14 UN
general assembly sessions. He
held the rotating presidency of the
Security Council and was elected
chairman of the UN 5th comumit-
tee, chairman of UNICEF
Executive Board, chairman of the
UN Population Award Committee
and vice chairman of ECOSOC,
He was also the UNICEF Director
for Japan, Australia and New
Zealand. He is the recipient of U
Thant Award and UNESCO gold
medal for culture and peace,

If nominated, it seems
Bangladesh has a fair chance of
winning the race. In the complex
dynamics of power play in inter-
national politics within the head-
quarters of global diplomacy on
the East River in Manhattan sur-
prises are a daily happening. It is
worthwhile to try. Let not our
posterity blame us for a missed
opportunity to feel proud.

Abdul Hannan s a formae preas counselor of
Bangladash LN MissloninMew York.

Will govt-Maoist dlalogue end Nepal's woes?

Zﬂﬁlm m (:nownmmir I

HE much awaited highlevel

important talks between

the government and ultra
leftist Maaoists in Nepal took place
on a positive note and rather unex-
pectedly, but happily, produced
tangible results.

Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala and Maoist supremo
"Prachanda®™ achieved significant
progress in their first meeting and
the development is being seen as a
remarkable step towards a lasting
settlement of the problems that
have plagued the picturesque
Himalayan country forlong.

Recently, & new chapter in the
history of Nepal was written as
King Gyanendra had to bow down
to people's demand for him to give
up absolute power and restore the
representative gavernment which
hehad serappedin a bid to consoli-
_date monarchy. This development

The progressin tha Kolrala-Prachanda tallls Ilas been descrlbed ﬂghtly by mostas "histonc even lhongh the road
ahead is still bumpy. The omens are quite encouraging and the government and Maoists need to seize this opportu-
nity to end Nepal's woes, failing which, both will be accountable to their people. The parliament has gone into
recess to allow the new developments to take proper shape. Hopefully, both sides will live upto the expectations
despite the fact that they are yet to deal with certain vexing issues.

was followed by a decision of the
parliament to clip the pawers of the
King turning the monarchy once
again into a ceremonial one.
Recently the parliament also for-
malised the decisions taken earlier.

Now, close on the heels of all
these democratic steps, the gov-
ernment and the radical leftists,
who together worked against King
Gyanendra under a loose alliance
despite their differences on a vari-
ety of policies, are engaged in
complex dialogue on the futire of
the nation. Following preparatory
talks, the highest level discussions
went off fairly well raising hopes
that the long suffering country is
now seeing light at the end of the
tunnel. The decade-old Maoist
insurgencyisalso telling heavily on
Nepal, which was embroiled in a
pro-democracy agitation.
Problems centering the Maoists
stalked the nation even after the

glorious democratic victory
against the King in the form of his
capitulation to peoples demand.

The Koirala-Prachanda talks
provided the basis for settling
Nepal's lingering woes although
much still remains to be done as
the issues involved are contentious
and may defy early solutions.
Nevertheless, things seem to be
moving in the right direction as the
government and the Maoists seem
tobesincerein their effortsto getto
the bottom of the crises and work
for a way out in the matters where
theydiffer.

All eyes were focused on the
talks between prime minister
Koiralaand the elusive Maoist chief
"Prachanda” as the dialogue was
unprecedented and took place
against the background of the
success of the people's movement
against the King, who did every-
thing possible to cling to his abso-

lute power that came to an end
through massive agitation for
severnl days. The talks were also
cynosure of national and interna-
tional quarters because the gov-
ernment and the radicals hold
somewhat diametrically opposite
positions on certain vital subjects
such as the governance of the
nation, the pattern of the govern-
ment and the future of the monar-
chy. Obviously, the government
wants a Westminster system of
democracy while the Maoists, in
principle, believe in the one-party
communistsystem.

Secondly, and in a way more
importantly for Nepal, the prime
minister and some parties in the
present seven-party alliance coali-
tian favour continuation of a mon-
archy devoid of any executive
pawer, but the ultras oppose mon-
archy tooth-and-nail in any form.
They even want trial of King

Gyanendra for allegedly amassing
wealth in the poverty-ridden coun-
try and for the atrocities commit-
ted during the pro-democracy
movement. The government is not
as tough as the radicals on this
matter although it has gone all out
to strip the King of key powers
including control over the armed
forces and automatic accession to
the throne on family lines, as had
existed earlier. How the two sides
resolve the differences is definitely
anareaofinterest.

The outcome ofthe first round of
the highest level dialogue has
surpassed the expectations of
many since the talks were devoted
to crucial issues without wasting

time on formalities. Concrete

decisions could be reached on
several seemingly intractable
points, which had defied any solu-
tion a few years ago when demo-
cratic governments, prior to King

Gaynendra's taking over of power,
had held talks with the Maoists. An
eight-point understanding has
been arrived at to get the country
out of the crisis. The two sides
agreed to dissolve the parliament,
form an interim government and
hold elections for a constituent
assembly to frame a new constitu-
tion. Indeed, these are big achieve-
ments given their differences on
some matters. Elections for a body
to redraft the constitution is a key
demand of the Maoists, who
demand abolition of the monarchy.
There i{s hardly an iota of doubt
about the positive results of the
meeting between the two tops
leaders. Indeed, this is a big
achievement.

However, some thorny issues
may still create problems in further
progress of the implementation of
the decisions which were agreed
upon in principle. First, the radi-
cals want dissolution of the parlia-
ment within a month and elections
to the constituent assembly by
April, 2007. The government seems
ambivalentonthe timing of both as
no clear confirmation was avail-
able from its side. Secondly, prime
minister Koirala reportedly said
that monarchy may continue just
as a ceremonial one n line with
Britain or Japan whereas the
Maoists are totally against its exis-
tence. Nepal's powerful demo-

cratic neighbour, India, have may
an influence on these matters and
prime minister Koirala paid a visit
to New Delhi before talks with
Prachanda. His talks with Indian
leaders primarily dwelt on bilateral
economic and other assistance to
Nepal. India is understood to be
favouring titular monarchy, but
also gives the impression thatitis
upto the people of Nepal to decide
ontheissue,

Kathmandhu's another big
nelghbour {s communist China,
which seeks to maintain a distance
from the internal affairs of Nepal.
However, its interests in the devel-
opments of this strategically
important tiny neighbour can not
be overlooked. Nepalese in general
were for continuation of ceremo-
nial monarchy like in the last years
of assassinated King Birendra, but
many of them turned hostile to the
throne because of the lust for
power and wealth of present King
Gyanendra, who also came down
mercilessly on mass agitation. This
issue may pose problems for the
government, whose seven partners
do not necessarily hold the same
views on thismatter.

But the crux of the matter is that
the two sides are showing welcome
signs of accommodation and this
has made the progress possible.
The government has given certain
big concessions while the radicals,

too, have shown readiness to come
out in the open. "Prachanda® is
now behaving like a regular paliti-
cian and the ultras are ready to
share power in the interim govern-
ment. The truce reached earlier is
holding well. However, the fate of
the arms with the ultras and their
control over vast areas in the coun-
tryside may cause irritation
towards understanding when they
get down to brass tracks, But the
bottom lineis thatbothare demon-
strating sincerity and a willingness
to resolve the problems as both are
also believed to be under pressure
from the people to rid the nation of
the crises since the King is no lon-
gerastumbling block.

The progress in the Koirala-
Prachanda talks has been
described rightly by most as "his-
toric" even though the road ahead
is still bumpy. The omens are quite
encouraging and the government
and Maoists need to seize this
opportunity to end Nepal's woes,
failing which, both will be aceount-
able to their people. The parlia-
ment has gone into recess to allow
the new developments to take
propershape. Hopefully, both sides
will live upto the expectations
despite the fact that they are yet to
deal with certain vexing issues.

Zaglul Ahmad Chawdhury s a saniorjoumalist.



