B HAKA is turning into a badly over baked
over cooked and even more over jarn-
packed habitat with the sun pouring
i around 35 degrees of heat every single
di{!{! Evan worse with such dense humidity,
one should be rain dam:mg around a fire
black nights singing, “Oga laga oga
laga probably meaning, “We want rain, we
" want rain!” But apparently, God already knows
that and is showering us now and then... but
“isitenough?
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the year; the cycle is repeating and
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aw days back when I was returning
hqrne via a local bus, everything was just the
same  the usual noise level, the usual
crowdedness, and the usual crap state of the
‘bus everything except a huge block of ice. The
driver had a huge block of ice kept just a little
ﬁ'gﬁnrtbnf the acceleration and brake paddles‘
Apparently, from time to time as the ice
melted the cold water kept his feet cold, safe
from the heat. I do not know how much it

Battling the heat!

actually helped, but hey it's something, and
you really can't blame his desperateness; he
was innovative cheap and cool! Who knows,
we Bengalis might even come up with a new
sort of bus “the thanda bus® where there will
be a water circulation system via pipes
throughout the bus and eonstant cool water
will pass through the pipes keeping the bus
cool and, consequently, thanda.

I also witnessed a child holding a Fiz Up
bottle... but the peculiar thing was that the
liquid inside the bottle was salid, solid ice! Ice

is having a very busy schedule and is in high
demand, although I do not know how much
7UP Ice is helping the crowd. However, all is
not gloomy. The cheap (of Tk.2) ice cream
sellers are having a pretty good time roaming
around from bus to bus during the stoppages
selling over Tk.300 to Tk.400 worth Tk.2 ice
cream

The sugarcane juice (road-side ones... you
know Tk.5 per glass) sellers too are now being
able to finish 25 kg of cane per day. Other
beneficiaries from the heat are the shosha

sellers (although the rise in prices of shoshas
isn't helping), the soft drink companies, water
bottle producing companies (like Mum and
Fresh etc) and the Water Based Parks (like
Water Kingdom ete.) A dip in the water is
always preferred in the heat, although there
has been reparts from girls of 'wrong-doings'
in the water pool by boys. .. so beware!

In such a time when even car ACs seems
not to work properly, what could be worse?
Well apparently it can be if you don't have a

pmper and adequate water supply. WASA, on

the other hand is crippled down, as
water shortages are appearing in
many parts of the country as you
already know. It really is a huge crime
to not have water supply in such
weather; those who do not have the
praper supply of water know about
how hard it is. After all, water is life!

The rickshaw pullers, bus drivers,
construction workers, other road-side
and walking sellers (you know
banana, fish, and fruits etc. sellers)
and especially the beggars are having
a really hard time, having to rest more
often to recover from the heat and
hence not earning as usual. These
people are usually warping their
heads in wet gamchas to protect at
least their head from getting over-
heated. You can also try that if you
want... it actually is effective!

Dhaka is also over-saturated with
love-birds. Soon enough, if the
couples can't find a shady place, it is
going to become difficult for them
meeting beside Shongshad Bhabon,
Romna Park and those other places,
50 to all of you, better start making
plans. T would suggest to start buying
extra huge umbrellas so that one
shade can support both of you and
can also block others fram seeing
whatever you guys do.

This is just the beginning of the
increasing heat; the worst is yet to
come and when it comes, chickens are
probably going to give birth than
laying eqgs. An ending note to all of
you: You are probably reading this article
comfortably in your room sitting under a fan or
inan AC room. Just think for a while about all
the other people, who does work a dozen more
times than you and look at their standard of
living. Even if you don't do anything for them,
the least you can do is appreciate them,
respect them and thank God for giving you
what you have. Do not take anything for
granted.

By Adnan M. S. Fakir
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the drama leads, an Basically boss over
the juniars. So mucﬁrp wer can go into
the head, and what th!sev power-drunk
teens were doing was rlln ling a roaring
black-market trade in 'banned’ books.

From DC comics to Harlequin romances, if

the school didn't allow irghyuu could be
certain that the ‘senior’s would have a
copy or three stashed somewhere to be
swapped for other mntr:iband reads.
Now, every dealer has a a supn:e. and as the
glamour of the expensive bookstore's
worn off, the students are ance more
flocking to affordable places like Bishwa
Bichitra, Boi Bichitra, and of course,
Nilkhet. Shelves are lined with Mills and
Boons, Judith- Mecnaught, Sidney Shel-
don, Jackie Collins and Harold Robbins all
selling for Tk 150-300 depending on the
thickness of the boak. The racks are filled
with back issues of Superman,
Spiderman, Batman and dozens of other
spandex-clad superheroes vying for space
with Riverdale's best; all for way below Tk
50 a pop. The book business never had it
this good.

2006

A jaded book reviewer sﬂ:s in front of
her computer, smiling sadly as she types
up a rear-view write-up. The city now
boasts three big-name haokstores that
‘offer you everything from Tam Holt fo

~ Stephen Hawking, and ‘the option of

ordering online what is not available on
the shelves. Street hawkers are selling
books dirt cheap at every traffic signal,
and the old favourites like Nilkhet are
still a treasure trove for awesome reads,
and despite all this, the number of young
readers is dropping everyday.

Kids here would rather watch the Harry
Potter movies than read the books. Teen
girls would rather watch overly' made-up
women engage in kitchen politics in a
dozen interchangeable and unimagina-
tive soap serials than sigh over the
romance of a Jude Devereaux or a
Johanna Lindsay. Most quys just grimace
at the mention of the word 'books' and go
back to discussing cars, ¢ell-phones, and
girls. Whatever happened to the vora-
cious readers of the '90's?



