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EM?EROR READY TO STRIKE AGAIN: Brazilian forward Adriano smiles during a training session at Bergisch Gladbach stadium while captain Cafu (L) and
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira (R) look opposite ways on Tuesday ahead of theirmatch against Japan.

Jumnlm expects
harder hatties

Ap, umJaerd. :

juninho Pernambucano doesn't
expect things to getmuch casier for
Brazil attheWorld Cup,

The defending champions
struggledin their first two matches
against Croatia and Australia,
picking up wms but being heavily
challenge

“Brazil better wake up now and
realize that itwill s lfft:ra lot'to win
this World Gup,” ihe 'Lyon player

—said; "This [cumﬁelhiun} is being
played at avery highlevel, it's being
hird to hold on to results, to win
matches.”

Juninhp, & backup to Kaka in
Brazil's magic quartet scheme,
noted theso-called weak teams will
likely continue giving a hard time
to the traditional squads.

"Australia ‘played very well
against us. Who would've thought
something like that 10 years ago,
that Australia would face Brazil like
it did?" juninho said. "Other
nations, even some which have
been eliminated, like the Ivory
Coast.havep‘layedwel] too.

"We've seen Portugal struggle to
beat Iran."

‘The 31-year-old Juninho' may
get a chance to start Thursday in
Brazil's last group match after
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira
hinted he may rest some of the
starters ahead ofthe second round.

SEE PAGE 18 COL S

Owen England's tears

AFP, Baden-Baden

Injury-plagued England striker
Michael Owen hobbled away from
the World Cup Wednesday and
admitted he was devastated that
his dream had ended in pain and
frustration. '

The 26-year-old Newcastle star
was stretchered off after just one
minute of Tuesday's 2-2 draw with
Sweden in Cologne alter collapsing
to the groundinagony.

A stan an Wednesday con-
firmed he had injured his right
kneeandhistournament was over.

"Obviously it's a massive blow
to suffer the injury -- and be outof
the World Cup,” said Owen, who
has hit 36 goals in his 80 interna-
tionals.

"Assoonasithappened [knewl
was in trouble, It was a major disap-
pointment to pick up the injury so
garlyinthe game.

"T'lgobackhomenowand work
with the Newcastle medical staffto
putarecovery programmein place.

"I'm clearly sorry to be leaving
the Iads in Germany, but I'm con-
vinced they can go on and achicve
SUCCess.

"Il be following all the matches
very closely and giving them imy
full support, hopefully all the way
tothe finalin Berlin.

"My main objective isnow to get
fit as quickly as possible for

Newcastle United.”

Owen's injury means England
are desperately short of experi-
enced strikers with coach Sven
Goran Eriksson left with a not yet
fully-fit Wayne Rooney, Liverpool's
Peter Crouch and untested Arsenal
teenager TheoWalcott.

For the moment, however,
Eriksson was only concerned with
Owen's welfare and the possibility
he could be sidelined for up to five
months,

"Michael has had terrible luck
with injuriessince Christmas,” said
the Swede,

I feel very sorry for him to miss
out on the rest of the World Cup -~
it's a blow to him and a big loss for
the team.

"However | am sure Michael will
work very hard to get back as
quickly as passible for Newcastle
and England. He is a true profes-
sional and a very mentally strong
person.

"Thope the team can now go on
and achieve success in Germany
for Michael."

The Football Association (FA)
issued a statement confirming that
Owen's knee injury meant his
World Cupwas finished.

“Following his injury in last
night's match with Sweden,
Michael Owen had his right knee
scannedtoday,” the FA said.

"It has now been confirmed that

the injury will prevent Michael
playing any further part in the
World Cup and he will return to
Englandimmediately.

"Newcastle United have been
kept fullyinformed of the facts, and
Michael's medical care will now be
managed bytheclub.

"Any further comment regard-
ing details of the injury or further
treatment will be made by
Newcastle Unit

Eriksson, whose side face
Ecuador in Stuttgart in the second
round on Sunday, has been under
fire for bringing only fourstrikers to
Germany,

A sguad overloaded with
midfielders who are unlikely to
play a significant partin England's
campaign -- neither Michael
Carricknor Jermaine Jenas have yet
kicked a ball in anger -- always
lookedunbalanced.

Nevertheless, Eriksson put on a
brave face in the immediate after-
math of England's draw with
Sweden, insisting that his side have
enoiigh options in midfield as well
as auack to provide a reliable
source of goals.

"Ifyou talk about ather options,
we have many playerswho can take
that second striker role,” said
Eriksson.

"We have Theo Walcott, who we
haven't seen vet, we have Joe Cole,

SEE PAGE 18 COL §
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DOWN AND OUT: English striker Michael Owen, who was ruled out of the World Cup, lies on the pitch after badly injuring his right knee during their match

againstSwedenon Tuesday in Cologne,

‘Lagerback has

the last laugh

INTERNET, undated

Sweden's coach Lars Lagerback
thought a draw was a fair outcome
in his side's Group B clash with
England,

The 2-2 score line reflected two
contrasting halves, according to
the Swede,

"I think England were the better
side in the first half, but at the
interval 1 said to the players to play
a little less ambitiously, we were
losing the ball too much in one-on-
one exchanges,” said the Swedish
coach, pleased with his team's
recovery.

"It was better in the second half.
We almost deserved three points.
We were the better team in the
secondhalf.”

ATP, Berlin s

Brazil have put in place a movable
consular service to accompany
their thousands of fans as they
travel around Germany.

In leaflels distributed to sup-
porters, the Brazilian authorities
explain under what circumstances
they can get involved should any
fansmeetwith ﬂnydifﬁcuI[}n

Among the "can't do" items are
"lending money, make hotel or car
reservations, organise trips or look
afterluggage.”

Agoodreason

German members of parliament
Kept their speeches remarkably
short during a budget debate on
Tuesday ahead of the host nation's
match against Ecuador.

"l note, dear colleagues, an
unusual display of discipline in
sticking to speaking times. I cannot
remember this ever happeningina
budget debate,” Bundestag presi-
dent Norbert Lammert joked.

"I suspect thereis a good redson
for this!"

Centurions

Dutch star Phillip Cocu will be a
centurion if he faces Argentini in
their final Group C malch ashesiood
to win his 100th cap for the Omanje.
Keeper Edwin van der Sar was also
due to celebrate as hewas to win his
112th cap, levelling the Dutch record
of Franck de Boer. By coincidence,
Cocu and Van der Sar were born the
sameday, October 29, 1970.

Silenceis bestoption!
Argentina prefer to stay mute but
the Mexicans and even the English
singwith gusto. Statistics collectors
Information Builders say nong of
the Argentines sang their national
hymn pitchside ahead of their
matches with: Ivory Coast and
Serbiaand Montenegro,

Serbia and Montenegro didn't
sing up much either -- perhaps not
surprisingly as the Montenegrins
havevotedtosplitfromthe Serbians,

The South Koreans and the
Tunisians were other sides with not

much visible desire to sing up,

according to Information Builders,
whereas the Mexicans, the English,
the Italians, the Spanish and the
players of Ecuador, Angola, Costa
Rica, Brazil and Saudi Arabia all
gave theirtonsils an airing,

Superstitious

Footballers are as superstitious as
ever, be it putting one boot on
before the other or going out last
onto the pitch.

Spanish coach Luis Aragones
can't abide vellow -- not even
flowers, while Portuguese goal-
keeper Ricardo likes towearblack.

Raul is one of several players
who kisses his wedding ring on
scoring and Argentina's Juan
Roman Riquelme wears a medal-
lion given him by daughter
Florencia.

Some allegations of superstition
have created some ill-feeling.

Angola coach Luis Oliveira
Goncalves had to deny that his
team was intoblack magic.

"Portuguese TV said we had
brought a witch doctor. I think that
shows a lack of respect. We work
scientifically and our coaches go to
the same training schools as those
who work in Europe,” insisted
Goncalves.

Eusebio for Portugal
Portugal's World Cup campaign
has been given a boost by the pres-

ence of legendary striker Eusebio,

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

'Brazi

AFP, Bonn

Japan coach Zico has told his play-
ers to have no fears when taking on
mighty Brazil in their make-or-
break World Cup match in
Dortmund onThursday.

“We are not confronting an
awful monster,” Zico said. "They
are 4 strong team. But, as profes-
sionals representing Japan, we
mustnever give up as long as there
istheslightestofchances,

“We have to be more optimistic
inthewaywethink," he told report-
ers Tuesday on the eve of Japan's

herefortheir final Group F match,

A star of three Brazilian World
Cup campaigns, Zico recalled that
Brazil 1ost to unfancied Norway at
France 1998 in their last group
match after having secured a spot
inthesecond round.

“They lost because they let up
after reaching the second round,”
said Zico, who was a technical
atdvisor to Brazil's World Cup squad
in 1998.

He also recalled that the three-
time Asian champions battled to a
2-Z draw with Brazil in the first
roundof the Confederations Cupin
Germany last year, Zico said Japan
would have won the match were it
not for an incorrect offside call
which denied Japan athird goal.

departure from their training base

monster!

Zico has refused to reveal his
starting lineup against Brazil, amid
speculation that he would shake up
a strike force which has so far failed
tospark. _

The Japanese players focused
on shooting during the evening
practice while Japanese supporters
were vocal in the stands of the
North Sportspark stadium.

In unusually direct reactions,
they made catcalls and booed
when players missed the target
while they erupted in applause
when they ruffled the net.

Zico also had a dig at Australia
accusing them of roughing up one
of his squad trainers during their
openingWorld Cupmatch.

Zico recalled the incident as he
continued complaining at how the
football governing body FIFA is
overseeing the world's biggest
sporting event, ranging from a
penalty mistake to mid-afternoon
matchesinthescorchingsun.

‘The Brazilian legend said on
Tuesday that Australia coach Guus
Hiddink and his staff shoved
Japanese trainer Naoki Hayakawa
when he tried to get onto the pitch
to take care of a Japanese player
lying on the ground.,

"He (Hayakawa) did not block
the view of the bench or intention-
ally interrupt the match,”" Zico

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

MARCUS ALLBACK
Goal No. 2000
Aliback's

AFP, Cologne

Marcus Allback of Sweden scored
the 2000th World Cup goal on
Tuesday, equalising early in the
second half after Joe Cole had sent
England in at the break 1-0 upin
their Group Bmeeting,

World Cup scoringlandmarks

1: Laurent (FRA), France v
Mexico 4-1, 1930 Montevideo

100: Schiavio (ITA), Italy v USA
7-1,1934 Rome v

500: Collins (SCO), Scotland v
Paraguay3-2, 1958 Norrkoping

1000: Rensenbrink (NED),
Netherlands v Scotland 2-3, 1978
Mendoza

1500: Caniggia {ﬁRG},Alﬂemtna
vNigeria2-1, 1994 Boston.

2000 M]bnck (SWE), Sweden v
England, 2006 Cologne W
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