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Paraguayan midfielder Carlos Parades (top-R) jumps over Trinidad and Tobago's goalkeeper Kelvin Jack (bottom-C) after the latter fails to stop an own goal
by defender Brent Sancho (back R) during their last World Cup appearance at Kaiserslautern's Fritz-Walter Stadiumon Tuesday.

Soca Warriors eye 2010

AF'F;, Herlin

What they're saying at the World
Cup onWednesday:

"Here, it's Seolari or Big Phil. Nor
Felipao."

Portugal coach Luiz Felipe
Scolari chides a journalist for
usinghis Brazilian nickname.

"As saon as it happened I knew [
wasin trouble."

ngland star Michael Owen on
the injury which finished his
Wurlanp.

E }iv! very sarry for him to miss
ouran the rest of the World Cup -
it’s a blow to him and a big loss

for the team.”
i Bnﬁlaml eoach Sven-Goran
Eriksson laments the loss of

THistary will in the future
remember only who is the win-
nen ar maybe sometimes the
runner-up. All the others will
remainindistant history.”

Ilija Petkovic, the coach of
eliminated Serbia and
Montenegro.

"Wote ie’s easy ro speak abour
‘everything, muoaybe we need
‘something from a psychologist.
H)rq.g. most importani fhmg
faceand go home."
ovic on the rows that have
riveg/h[s squad since they
Garmany
"t"m«,,wu happy because I won't
‘be going to jail after the march
 Argentina we lost 6-0 --
it’sanlyfootball. "
Petkovic looks on the bright
side.

"The main thing is that the
peaple can see we're playing for
them, and that they can believe
inusagain.”

Ukraine star Andriy Shevchenko

says Iﬁt loss to Spain is water
underthebridge.
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FIFﬁ!s solution for
cheated children

AFP, Berlin

FIFA said on Wednesday it has found
seats at the Wotld Cup for 350 English
children who fell foul of a ticket scam
following a call for help from British
PrimeMinister Tony Blair.

[t was painful forme to hearof the
awful fraud the children had inno-
cently fallen victim to," FIFA president
Sepp Blattersaidin astatement.

“I am very happy that we found a
solution.”

Blair asked the international
football federation to intervene after
the children were turned away from
matehes on Saturday because their
tickets had failed to materialise,

Theyoungsters, aged 11 to 16, were
due to watch the Czech Republic
against Ghana game in Cologne, but
just hours before kick-off their tour
operators discovered the alleged con
by their ticket providers.

They were then told to travel to
Frankfurt for the Portugal game
against Iran, but before they departed
theywere told there were no tickets for
thismatcheither.

The disappointed pupils a school
in Portsmouth, on the southern
English coast, had paid between 379
and 399 pounds (700 and 735 dollars,
585 and 585 eurvs) for the tour pack-
age. '

Theyremrned homeon Monday.

According to the FIFA statement,
British Sports Minister Richard

" Caborn confirmed that the children
would be heading back to Germany
and thanked the footballbady.

FIFA did not say which marches
the childrenwouldattend.
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AFP, Kaiserslaufern

Trinidad and Tobago coach Leo
Beenhakker admits his Caribbéan
side still lacked the competitive
pace to keep up with some of the
world'stop sides.

But after the Soca Warriors' 2-0
Group B defeat to Paraguay and
subsequent exitonTuesdaysomeof
his players are already looking

Jowards South Africa's Jm&tmuf
" theWorld Cupin 2010

s Latorr Tewn mla&fdﬁrﬂﬁﬂr

Edwards is reportedly attracting
interest from some of the English
Premiership's ‘smaller’ clubs.

Hut after ending his first World
Cup experience early it was his
international future that was fore-
most inhismind.

"I just hope that we can build on
this eampaign for the future. [ think
that we can compete with the best,”
hesaid.

"We've proved a lot of people
wrong who thought we came here
just to make up the numbers. Our
tournament is finished, but we're
going home with our heads held
high."

Trinidad and Tobago made
history at the World Cup by becom-
ing the smallest nation (1.1 million

population) to qualify.

However the motley crew of
maostly lower league players
coached by wily Duteh veteran Leo
Beenhakker showed great promise
by holding Sweden 0-0 and only
losing 2-0 to England in the last 10
minutes.

Despite their offensive domina-
tion of Paraguay in a pulsating
second half on Tuesday, T&T go
homehaving failed to seore a goal or
win agame.

Beenhakker said that before the
tournament they had all been wor-
rying about the faster pace of their
opponents and “whether Englancd

~. and Swedan were going o beat us
o fourgrfive-nil"

And Edward$admitted there wis
still work to do if they are to build on
their relative success of making it to
Germany.

"Obviously Sweden and Englancd
have good quality up front and they
can punish anyone. We also have a
bit of inexperience but 1 think the
pace factor is down to a lot of the
guys who play locally back in
Trinidad. [ think they're not accus-
tomedwiththe pace,

"But we have to go home think-
ing positive and take a lot of this
experience anduseit for the future.”

Own goal victim Brent Sancho,
who agcidentally headed into his
owr net in the 25th minute, looked
emotional after the match but the
defender was philosophical in his
appraisal oftheincident.

“By the time I put my head up it
was already up off my head and
going into the back of the net,” he
said.

"It was unfortunate. You know, [
didn't intentionally try to header it
in. It just kind of glanced off my
head. These things happen proba-
bly S0 milliontimesinfootball.”

Sancho also admitted they
woulld have to work on certain game
fearures.

“There's one ar two components
thatalittle nation like us are lacking.
But at the end of the day we showed
that we can compete with the big
teams, with the 0-0 against Sweden
anstagiinst England we did well toos

*1 thirnk we just kind of rar our of
steamat the last game,

"But we came here and we did
things that people just didn't expect
usto do. We turned heads, andwe're
happywith that."

Edwards meanwhile already has
his sights on the Warld Cup in four
years time.,

“This experience will live with
me forever, but | just hope that it's
not just one World Cup for me. |
hope I will be in South Africa in
2010," hesaid.

As for Sancho, football is the last
thing an his mind.

"We will build on this for the
future, but all T want to do is get
baekto the beach in Tobago.

“Right now my mind is off foot-
ball. I needabreak."

The loyal Alex
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AFP, Bann

Brazilian-born Japan wing Alex
cannot be accused of divided loyal-
ties when it comes to playing the
country of his birth and on
Thursday in Dortmund he hopes o
play a role in what would be one of
the greatest shocks in World Cup
history.

Japan need to pull it off against
the five time champions because
failure to do so would mean them
going home after the first round and
with bitter rivals South Korea hand-
ily placed to make the second round
that would make it all the worse,

However Santos said that he had
no different feelings to approaching

thematch ashe would anyother.

"1 feel calm. Everything is alright
in my mind," the 28-year-old right
wing in the "Blue Samurai® squac
saidonTuesday.

"I'm looking forward to beating
Brazil.Weare goingall out towin.”

Alex, who was lured to Japan by a
football-crazy rural high school in
1994, became a naturalised
Japanese in time to make his World
Cup finals debut in 2002 for Japan
and made two appearances as a
substitute as Japan went out in the
second round to eventual semifinal-
istsTurkey.

However if Japan are to at least
threaten an upset then the lef-
footed Santos, scorer of five goals in
his 70appearances for the [apanese,
will have to beonhisbest form.

He is confident as he admits with
acoysmilethathecanstep up tothe
plate.

"1 will play great football. That's

all,” said Santos.

And if Santos had any worries
that he might have torn his family
apart over the upcoming maltch
then he can relax as his parents
including his former football play-
ing father Wilson wartched their only
sonpractice here Wednesday.

"My father told me thar what is
important is my well being and not
theresultofthe mateh,” Santossaid.
"Win or lose in the next game, they
willalwaysbe my parents.”

Santos, who is the sixth Brazilian
to play for Japan as a naturalised
citizen, has already played a full-
strength Brazil at the
Confederations Cup in Germany a
year ago when they battled o a 2-2
drawin thefirstround,

"I knew they were toying with
us,” he said. "Brazil are Brazil. They
can hit you hard even if they are out
ofform.”

PHOTO: AFP
English midfielder Joe Cale celebrates after scoring England's opening goal against Sweden in Cologne on Tuesday,

Blair happy with
English fans

AFP, London

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
on Wednesday praised the
behaviour of England fans at the
foothallWorld Cupin Germany.

Tens of thousands of English
supporters have travelled to the
tournament, which has so far
passed off without the major
outbreaks of disorder which
tarnished their reputation at
previous international football
tournaments.

“Infairnesstothe footballfans
of England, the vast majority of
them behave extremely well,"
Blair told parliament's lower
House of Commons during his
weekly question-and-answer
session.

“I think the way that this pres-
ent World Cup is being con-
ducted is absolutely excellent
and is a great tribute not just to
the German authorities who are
conductingit andarein charge of
it, but to the English fans that
have travelled there.

'So I pay tribute to all of those
that lawfully and propertly are
footballsupporters.”

German police detained 15
England fans in Cologne who
clashed with police overnight
Monday ahead of their country's
2-2 draw against Sweden. All
werelaterreleased.

England has a bad reputation
forhooliganism following vialent
clashes between English fans
and those from opposing coun-
tries in previous fournaments
although great efforts have been
made in recent years to curb the
problem.

A total of 3,664 people are
currently forbidden to travel
from Britain to Germany during
the World Cup, either by special
faotball banning orders or other
judicial procedures.

"We'll do it
for Owen'

AFP, Baden-Baden

England captain David Beckham
has vowed to win the World Cup for
a devastated Michael ﬁ(h\ren who
will play no f frt in the
Warld Cup: m

Beckham, a former Real Madrid
teammate of Owen's, said the
squad was devastated by his injury
and vowed towin the World Cup for
.

"That's whatwe said at half time
when we came in and we knew it
wasabadinjury,” hesaid.

"It's sad -- Michael's one of
those players you need in big tour-
naments. It's unfortunate for him
and forus.”

Goalkeeper Paul Robinson said
the team was upset by what had
happened.

"Devastated, we think it is quite
aseriousone,” he said.

"Michael won't be playing any
more part in the World Cup. I'm
disappointed for him and the team
as well. It's a very unfortunate
incident."

Defender Rio Ferdinand, who
himself came off with a twinge in
his groin, said he had seen Owen
fall to the tuck

"I saw him go down and I
thought he might be up in the next
mintte, that he might just twisted
an ankle or something,” said the
Manchester United star.

"But to go in at half time and
find out it might be ligaments or
something serious like that is
devastating for him and disap-
pointing forthe team."

Japan fans
frustrated

INTERNET, undated

Angry fans vented their frustra-
tion at Japan's struggling World
Cup squad ovemnight, booing and
hurling insults at the players,

The Asian champion needs to
pull off one of the biggest upsets
in the history of the tournament
by beating Brazil inits final Group
F game in Dortmund tomorrow
(AEST) to have any chance of
reaching thelast 16.

Japan lost 3-1 to Australia and
was held 0-0 by Croatia in its first
two matches, prompting an
unpleasant reaction from a crowed
of almost 2000 at a training ses-
sion here,

“Put the ball in the net, you're
rubbish,” shouted oneirate fan.

Japan coach Zico is under
pressure to make changes to his
ineffective frontline of Atsushi
Yanagisawa and Naohiro
Takahara.

Yanagisawa, who missed an
open goal against Croatia, is
favourite to make way after a
torrid two games and was the
main target for the fans' scorn.

Japan must overcome champi-
ons Brazil by two goals and hope
Australia loses to Croatia to have
any hope of emulating its run o
thelast 16as co-hostsin 2002,

AFP, Berlin

Germany coach Jurgen
Klinsmannn on Wednesday saluted
his young side for coming thraugh
Group A with three wins which
enabled them to avoid England in
the last 16, but he insisted they still
needed toimprove insome areas.

“We are very happy of course with
three wins and winning the group.
We have taken ona lot of confidence
from our group games," Klinsmann
told a newsconference.

"I think the team can be proucd of
whattheyhave achieved so far.

I think we were pretty impres-
sive, We have built up confidence in
ourselves as well as motivation for
the knockoutgames.” :

"But against Sweden on Saturday
it will be very difficult and we must
improve. Weare looking forward toit.
We have grown into our role,” said
the former Stutigart, Inter Milan,
Tottenham and Bayern Munich
favourite.

"I think the message the players
are getting from their bodies is that

they can feel that their work is bear-
inglruit

"Hutnow there are no easy games,
We respect Sweden very much and
have monitored all three of their
games. We will prepare very carefully
and are looking forward (o it We
weren't bothered about who we
wouldmeet," Klinsmann insisted.

With a young side marshalled by
midfield dynamo Michael Ballack
gradually inding their leet despite
the pressure of being the hostnation
and of Germany's record which is
second to none among European
sides Klinsmann said it was impor-
tant the fringe players felt part of the
occasion.

"We have no two-class society, We
make sure everyone stays hungry so
they are reacly to slot in as required,”
he said in allusion to reserves such as
goalkeeper Oliver Kahn, who was a
star of Germany's run to the 2002
final bur who has lost his place at this
tournament to Arsenal’s Jens
Lehmann.

Publicinterestinthe German side
is huge, with the television audience

‘for the Ecuador match peaking at 23

million.

Klinsmann refused to look
beyond the Sweden game when
asked how his side might fare against
a South American giant such as in-

&
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"T am not even I.h.lf@lg of any
possible quarterfinal e - insisted.
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Klinsmann Saied he e
any case draw any eo Ild?lﬂ‘[l& from
recent meetings such 8 last year's
Confederations’ Cup which saw
Germany draw with A:"pnu'nﬂ and
narrowly lose to Brazil

He said a key e!emam this week
was to ensure that Germany did not
lose their rhythim with several days
rest between knockout matches ancd
added that the young players had (o
feel they had the confidence of the
coaching staff as the toumament
progresses.

"We have to keep our intensity in
training in the days between
matches now.

"We are not just physically well-
prepared butmentallyaswell

“The players now they hive otr
trust. We will not jump down their
throats if they make o mistake, espe-
cially the young generation," saic
Klinsmann, adding that if the side
were to go behind -- which did not
happen in the group, "we have the
conviction that we can turn things
around.”

Some solace for Janas
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AFP, Hanover

Two goals from defender Bartosz
Bosacki -- his first for his country --
gave Poland a comeback 2-1 victory
aver Costa Rica in their nothing-at-
stake Group A encounter here on
Tuesday.

Under-pressure Polish goach
Pawel Janas said that he was happy
the team was retuming home having
gotonewinunder their belts.

"It would have been a pity to go
home without any points or goals,”
saidd the 53-year-old, who was a
member of the side that reached the
1982World Cup semifinals.

Janas, who has been in charge
since 2003, added he had not
decided on his future as of yet,

though, there-haye been many calls

fophim tg resign asthePoles erashed ©

out of the World Cup at the first hur-
dleforthesecondsuccessivetime.

“I have not thought about resign-
ingand Iam notgoing to take a deci-
sion right now,” said Janas, who has

fought a successful battle with can-
cer.

His Costa Rican counterpart
Alexandre Guimaraes admitted that
there was unlikely to be friendly
crowds awaiting the squad when
they returned home.

"I am not expecting a warm wel-
come on our return because our
three results did notlive up to expec-
tations,” said the 46-year-old, who
almostgot Costa Ricainto thesecond
round in 2002 only losing out in the
group stage to eventual semi-
finalists Turkey on goal difference.

However the Brazil-born but
naturalised Costa Rican acknowl-
edged that he may not last much
longer in the job, which he inherited
largoninthe qualifying campaign.

"Now, [ am gping to take several
days to analyse things and discuss
matters with the federation presi-
dent,” said Guimaraes, who as a
player reached the second round in

1990 with Costa Rica,
“We will work out the pmblbilllus

,-ihecountry [tisa pi
itk win.”

either to continue or not with my™

strategyatthe end ofthemonth.”
Bosacki said thit his goals came a

lirtle bit late in the oumament to

save Poland but he was still happy

withhisachievement.

"[ suppose it was a surprise that |
(a defender) got the goals but [ have
been working hard on set pieces at
training,” said the 30-year-old, who
gotalatecall-uptothe squad.

"They came a little bit wo late, |
guess, but it did work out for vs
today.”

All-time leading seorer Paulo
Wanchope, who nabbed two goals in
Costa Rica's 4-2 loss to Germany in
the World Cup opener, lined up for
his swansong international appear-
Ance.

The leggy, long-striding
Wanchope had banged in 45 goals in
71 matches for Los Ticos but there
wats (0 be no victorious farewell for
the former Manchester City star.

"It was an emotional day -~y
last official game for the team,” said
the striker. "I made a decision and |
am sticking by it. It is time for othes,
players to come in and tl!n lhmgb for

Wanchope had the haﬂ in the geg!
in the 81st minute for what would
have been a dream equaliser in his
last game but he was correctly ruled
offside.

PHOTCS AFP

Two-goal Palish defender Bartosz Bosacki (L) and Costa Rican forward Paulo Wanchope bid World Cup goodbye in
different styles after their match in Hanover on Tuesday.
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