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N exhibition of paintings by well

known artists is being held at Chitrak

Gallery to raise funds, This'is to help
Najifa Taj, a school going girl suffering from
cancer, Thiswas arranged by Try Foundation
and Chitrak.

In Jamal Ahmed's landscape we find bars
of reddish brown and mauve in front to
depict the river, and gray and blue at the
back to bring in the clouds. There is a boat
and five people depicted with squiggles and
lines, ’I'h‘[)s shows the coexistence between
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assion by artists

included in red, orange and blue. A young
woman's outstretched hand is also there in
the forefront. The other painting has two
emerald parrots, talking to each other and
fluttering their wings. The background has
switls of pink, blue and white.

Rafiqun Nabi's Rest has a figure seated on
a chair, Some other pieces of furniture have
been added too. This is done in simple,
muted gray strokes. Farida Zaman has a
woman done in blue, with slanted eyes, ared
teep and black squiggles for her hair, Green
and blue washes set off the portrait.
Mohammed Eunus' still life has two bottles
that appear like old wine casks, with a mod-
ern beaker in front. This is in red, brown and
black, with touches of white. Abdul
Mannan's remarkable landscape has a
peatly sky with billowy clouds, along with a
huge tree and green and brown foliage. The
people included in the composition are
bending over and getting on with their daily
workoffishing.

Qayyum Chowdhry's painting contains a
woman in a blue gari with a red border.
Behind are large motifs in pink and blue,
which appear at times like flowers and at
otherslike birds and butterflies. In the centre
are more depiction of birds and festoons.
Alokesh Ghosh's two boats are there with
more boats in the backdrop. The sky is a
shade ofturbulent green and dark blue while
the water i5 aquamarine. Kanak Chanpa
Chakma has two paintings. One has two
women sitting and working. The backdrop is
in gold and contains depiction of water
gourds, The other has a standing woman
donein pink, black and gray.

Shadat Hussain's creation is abstract and
contains squares, rectangles, triangles and
semi oval shapes. In places one finds deli-
cate lines done in crayon. Included in the

for their pre-Parttion way
and the consequencéh of Par
but a scholarly objective analysis of
Partitionis almost absent."

Nayeem Gowhor shared his
childhood memories of Partition.
Ali Ahmed said "Our generation's
general experience is different- we
are not as emotionally attached to
the Partition as the older genera-
tion." He emphasised the need for
anauthentic history of Partition.

Kabir Chowdhury emphasised
on the need to promote pluralistic
values and ideas. "Since historywill
not alter and political unification is
tmpossible, to go forward we must
think in terms of cultural integra-
tion rather than cultural SEprega-
tion, Through cultural’ unity and
programmes we can achieve this
objective," hesaid.

The seminar was followed by a
screening of a documentary film,

Legacyof Blood,

Classical music at Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy

ERsHAD KAMOL

works from both Bangladesh and
West Bengal. Most of such woiks
deal with the consequences of
Partition: particularly the insecu-
rity and anxiety engendered by the
homelessness of the refugees of
Bengal They convey how Partition
struck at the roots of Bengali
culture,

These views were expressed at a
seminar on Bengal Partition:
Reflection on Culture organised by
Rainbow Film Soclety and United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) on the occasion
of the World Refugee Day in the city
on june 20, Mofidul Hoque pre-
sented the keynote paper while
National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury presided over the semni-
nar. Poet Nayeem Gowhor, film-
maker Badal Rahman and colum-
nistAliAhmedwere discussants.

Mofidul Hoque pointed out "We
have a good number of books
expressing the nostalgia and
yeaming that many Bengalis' have

The Partition of Bengal in 1947 was |
atraumatic event with far reaching
emotional and political conse-
quences at personal as well as
collective levels of identity forma-
tion. It was a crucial event in the
history, politics and culture of the
South Asian subcontinent. It
uprooted millions, leaving the
deepest scars in individual' and
collective memory. Many were
forced to abandon the homes that
they had lived in for generations.
Families were divided, friends and
neighbours were left behind, and
animmense mass confusiondevel-
oped as to where to go and whal to
expect when they got there, All of
these factors created tremendous
tension which led to the religious
hatred, riots and murders,

The overall impact of the
Partition on the history, society
and culture of the subcontinentis
reflected in films and literary

nature and human beings. Hashem Khan
has presented two compositions with birds,
Thedoves are inwhite, brown and black. The
colours have sometimes been painted on
and at times sketched in shadows have been

Paintings at the exhibition

through a window and this is done in black.
In Khalid Mahmud Mithu's creation there is
a splash of gray as the focal point. At the
back is yellow, white and gold. Beyond
these one finds green and blue in the forms
of geometrical shapes, Added to these are

Samajit Rai Chowdhury's work has squares
of different colours and enmeshed in them
is a delicate black net with fish caughtin its
mesh.

Inaugurated by Qayyum Chowdhury, the
exhibition should attract art lovers and

man presented a duet on violin.
The duo played raga malkosh.
Later Firoz Khan presented raga

ers of the country played several
ragas on instruments such as tabla,
sitar, sarod, violin, santoor and

"Classical music is the heritage of

“Whenlgetolder,I'mlosing my hair

composition is a face of a woman staring

Paul McCartney: 64 and still going strong

bars and flecks of blue and emerald.

buyers.

1960. Apparently the group got their 'moptop’

Bangladesh, The Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (BSA) will
arrange more effective progra-
mmes for the preservation and
promotion of classical instrumen-
tal music. Today's event is a land-
mark since this is the first time BSA
has arranged a programme with a
focus on this genre,” said Ahmed
Nazir, the director general of BSA,
at the elosing ceremony of the

barnst.

The programme began with a
group fabla presentation by Srijon.
Syed Meher Hossain, the lead
player, composed the Brinda
(group presentation). AFM Ekram
Hossain's esraj provided the base
while the tabla players improvised
on the melodyof esraj.

Later M Chan Miah played raga
durga on the violin. The third pre-

misra pilu on sitan
player Abdul Bari Siddqui impro-
vised on raga malaiya marithorm.

Noted bansi

With the western instrument

saxophone, M Maniruzzaman
played a raga hangso dhwani atthe
soiree,

Syed Sajid presented !ahom on

talila, while Shantanu Salahuddin
played raga puria dhanestee on
SANLooT;

Many years from now haircutsin Germany, Atuming point wasagigat | three-day programme arranged by sentation of the evening was a sitat The final event of the evening
Willyoustillneed me a nightclub where they encountered Brian | the Department of Production of recital by Reenat Fawzia. She was an improvisation on raga
will yolrlsul] f'i"dmc Epstein, who offered to become their manager. | BSA, The venue was the National  played raga hem-behag, a fusionof  desh presentation by Shahadat
Whenl'm647? After one unsuccessful attempt at signingup for | Theatre Stage. fhien and behag. Hossain Khan and his troupe on

-- Lyrics from afamous Beatles' song

Sir Paul McCartney, the singer who wrote When
I'm 64 for The Beatles' Sergeant Pepper album,
vrossed the 64-yearbenchmark on June 18. By all
reporis the former Beatle lay lowon his birthday.

While more is known about his life as a mem-
ber of Beatles, in recent years McCartney had
several projects in the pipeline--after his first
wife Linda's death, he publicly exhibited his
paintings for the first ime and released a book of
poetry titled Blackbird singing. He has also
continued to record and tour, and headlined the
Glastonbuiry Festival in 2004. The grapevine also
has it that he and his second wife Heather Mills
have parted ways recently.

McCartneywas born to aworking class family
on Jine 18, 1942 in Liverpool. His father jim was
agifted musician who played with a jazz band in
the evening while working in a dayjob asasales-
man. His mother Mary, was a former nursing
sister at the hospital where he was born, Paiil
was baptised as a Roman Catholic, his mother's
faith but religion did not play a major role in his
upbringing. Nevertheless, his mother's death
from breast cancer at the age of 47, hit him very
hard. He referred to her in the lyrics of Let it be --
“When I find myself in times of trouble, mother
Mary comes to me.”

His musical career began soon after her
death. Paul gothis father to buyhim a guitar and
learnt ta play by emulating American R&B hits
he heard on the radio. In October 1957, Paul

auditioned for John Lennon's group The

Quarrymen at a church fair and was invited to
joinasthe group's third guitarist.

One of the band's early names was Johnny
and The Moondogs. Lennon and McCartney
wentintowriting songs such as Love medoand I
saw her standing there. 1t is around this time that
Paul wrote When I'ni 64. The band is reported to
have played itin early concerts.

After avisit to West Germany to play in a resi-
dencyatIndra Clubin Hamburg, the band --now
renamed The Beatles, returned to Liverpool in

acontract with Decca in 1962, Epstein managed
to rope in producer George Martin to sign the
groupto Parlophone Recordsin 1962,

The test is history--Beatlemania reached its
peak with The Beatles' first single, Love mie do
and She loves you, Around this time Paul began to
date actress Jane Asher, Several Beatles' songs
are believed to have been inspired by their rela-
tionship, including We ean wark it out and Here,
there and everyiwhere. The band took America by
storm in 1964, after their appearance in the
widely viewed Ed Sullivan show.

By then The Beatles were beginning to fall
apart through musical and personal differences.
Paul released his first solo album, MeCartney in
1970 around the same time as the last Beatles'
song, Letitbe. Hejoined forceswith anewgroup
called The Wings. The band's hits included Mull
of Kintyre, the James Bond theme for Liveand let
dicand Band on therun.

In 1981, the group disbanded, Paul went solo
with albums MeCartney Il and Tug of War
Subsequently despite afew successes, he earned
flak from critics and the public for the 'saccha-
rine' nature of his work. Nevertheless Paul went
to record new songs for the Beatles anthology
albums, which zeroed in on altemative takes
and forgotien recordings. In 1997, he received a
knighthood:
Beatles'mystique even today.

Compiled by Guitutal Carrespondent

Clearly Paul epitomises The

Ten renowned instrument play-

Alauddin Miah and M Nuruzza-

sarod.

Instrumentalists perform at the event
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