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To ease rhe mountmg sufferings
ofthe Chittagong people, at least
to some extent, the repair and
renovation work of Shah Amanat
Bridge on the river Karnaphuli
beginsheretoday.

Roads and Highway authori-
tiesare implementing the project
for replacing the worn-out and
risky decks of the bridge at a cost
of Tk 5.50 crore, sources con-
cerned said.

Beside, though everything is
set to startimplementation of Tk
590 crore Third Karnaphuli
Bridge project soon, construc-
tion of the 980m bridge will take
38 months, they said.

As such, when completed the
renovated Shah Amanat Bridge

will also facilitate plying of heavy’

transports as an interim-service
provider during this period, said
the sources. :

High quality wood (7,000

pieces) for the decking of the
bridge has already arrived and
implementation of the repair
and renovation project will start
on June 21, R&H Executive
Engineer Feroz Igbal said on
Monday:.

"The tenure of implementa-
tion of the project is six month.
We, however, expect to complete
the work far ahead of the sched-
uled time," he said.

Communication ministry at a
meeting with minister Nazmul
Huda in the chair on April 4 last
year decided to repair the bridge
with government's own fund as
deck of the bridge developed at
least 15 huge holes on it causing
accidents frequently, sources
said.

Immediately after the deci-
sion, R&H appointed contractor
“Shamsuddin Mia and
Associates of Dhaka, for the
work,

The authorities expected’ to

Hill people find fortune
In mango

sneha Ranjan Chakma is an inspiration to many in Khagrachhari

JASIM MATUMDER

With his hefty mnngo harvest,
Sneha Ranjan Chakma is now an
inspiration to many in ilu: lully

landsof ari. -

Sneha started mango p!anta~
tion on some 1.5 acres of almost
fallow land adjoining his court-
yard in September in 2003,
encouraged by his wife Rama
Chakma, 40, and son Parbhan
Chakma, 20.

Oncepoorindigenousfarmerof
Kukichhara under Panchhari
upazila, he nowexpects an income
ofaround Tk 2 lakh a year from the
sale ofmangoofhisorchard.

The horticulture centre of
nearby Dighinala upazila
extended its helping hands when
the poor farmer was facing diffi-
culties in making investment for
hisdreamtorchard.

The spirit and determination
of Sneha Chakma made Mithu
Bikash Chakma of Dighinala
Horticulture Centre to visit the
sight for planned orchard and

supplied the intended fruit-

grower 550 saplings of mango,
100 litchis and 50 olives in 2003.

The farmerleftno time to start
his struggle for self-reliance and
an unyielding work of some 30
months brought him success
with all the mango trees of his
orchard bearing fruits for the first
time this year.

"I expect an income of about
Tk 2 lakh from the mango of my
orchard this year," Sneha said
while talking to this correspon-
dentathisorchardonJune7,

"When all the trees are grown
up I will just have to take a good
care of them to bring me an equal
or more amount of profit every
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year fromnowon,” he said.

Snecha also thanks and
expresses gratitude to
Bangladesh' Rural Development
Corporation (BRDC) for provid-
ing him with a power tiller; a
power pump, a spray machine
andawater pump.

Roma Chakma said she
encouraged her husband Sneha
to cultivate mango in the fallow
land after hearing about its vari-
ety and benefit. Roma also
expresses gratitude to
Horticulture Centre, BRDC,
district administration and dis-
trict agriculture office for their
cooperation and inspiration.

Horticulture Officer Mithu
Chakma said determination of
Sneha made them to come for-
ward with all sort of help and
cooperation.

Mizanur Rahman, horticul-

~ fealingfoits ridegs.seidaprm reiease_'

o protecting the biodversity of. the

ture officer of Hhagrachhari, said
Snehaisavery active, honestand
hardworking person.

“We are ready to extend him

_more support for cultivation of
mango that has a huge prospect

here and thus help them bewme
self-reliant," he said,

The success of Sneha also
inspired other farmers ofhis tribe
to cultivate mango and develop
over 40 Amrapalli (mango
orchards) in the upazila, said
Mizan.

The district agriculture and
horticulture office sources said
around 600 mango orchards have
been established in Khagrachhari
districtinlasttwo years.

If all these orchards are taken
care of properly, Khagrachhari
will be flooded with mangoes
and turn into another
Chapainawabganj, theysaid.
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The uthoﬁtm uf Concnrd Aamrsamont
World, Foy's Lake instalied an intema-
ﬂnnal,_ nda namad Pirata Shlp for the

: Pirata sh!p is ona u! the most excil-
ing rides in the world and offers thrilling

Saturday,
0n u.m oceasion, a concert organ-

'-ZWBrkshop on
. llvestock

.Dﬁpammn! of Livestock, Chmauong
. organised a workshop titled, "Dévelop-
‘ment of goats for poverty alleviation” al:
the Chittagong Veterinary umversﬂy :
auditoriumon Saturday. }
- Atotal of 252 participants, includmg--
_ thg depuity commissioners and district:
livestock officers from all the six dis-
ricts under Chittagong division and 12

The repair and
renovation work
of Shah Amanat
Bridge on the
tfiver Karnaphuli

Roads and
Highway authori-
ties are imple-
menting the pro-
ject at a cost of
Tk 5.50 crore

begins here today.
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complete the repair work within
six months to ensure smooth
moveément of light vehicles along
_the bridge until 2010.

Under the project a weighing
machine and a toll plaza will also
be set up at both the ends of the
bridge for its proper mainte-
nance, sources said. Heavy vehi-
cles will not be allowed to ply on
the bridge, sources added.

But, it took more than 13
months to bring the imported
wood from Brazil to kick off the
repairand renovation project.

R&H blamed the non-
availability of ships for the delay
inarrivalofthe imported woods.

Shah Amanat Bridge (popu-
larly known as Karnaphuli
bridge) was constructed on
Arakan Sarak (Chittagong-Cox's
Bazar) in 1990. It linked south
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Bandarban with other parts of
the country and brought about a
remarkable change in road com-

munication in this region reduc-
ing both the distance and time
required forjourney.

But within ten years of its
opening, the bridge was closed
for heavy vehicles as its wooden
deck developed cracks and
became worn-out at many
places.

The bridge remained open for
light vehicles, But its dilapidated
condition, particularly the wormn-
out decks having holes all over it,
remained as a matter of rising '
concern.

With the century-old
Kalurghat rail-road! unable to
cope with the flow of vehicular
traffic and the construction of
the 3rd bridge on the Karnaphuli
yet to be started, an alternative
means of maintaining the road
communication of South
Chittagong division with the rest
of the country must be devel-
oped, said the people of South
Chittagong.

was taken on Sunday,

| WISH | COULD: He can't afford to buy the entry ticket. Yet after passing the whole day collecting waste papers in the streets, on ‘
his way home the street boy gazes through the fence of the Children's Park in Chittagong to quench his little thirst. The picture
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* farmers, took partin the workshop

B workshop whore. Dapaﬁmam. of

! SyedwmdumlamMP hareonFrtﬁay
~Addressing the installation cere-
] '-.-mr.my of Muslim Welfare Society (mwa

Central Committee as the Cchiet guest.
Wahidul: Alam, also. convenor of
‘Chittagony city BNP, called upon all o
come forward 1o establish a paamful '

_- and prosperous society.

. ""-'-_r.hamhar difector ‘Mahbubul Alam

Chittagong Divisional Gammlssiun
Md Ashraful Maqbul presided over

 Socipty advisor and” 'Chntagon

: _spaaknf

-'I.I:ftiin Chowdhury conducted the
--j,.,_.lnstailatbnmremunf '

~ SCF demands supc
of CU budget for
f-resaarch

stugentwelfare for the next fiscal,

-rammmyin recentyears.

MWS Secretary General M Nazim

kﬁhmﬁﬂﬂ‘l.

i Sﬂmﬂimm Chittagong.
* University (CU)uniton Saturday submit-
‘ted a memorandum to the Vice
- Chancellor Prof Badiul Alam demanding
B0 por cent of the total budget of the

for education, mean:hand_,

. During submission of the mamunm; i
dum, the SCF Isaters told the VC that
aliocation in these sectors decreased

W

10 students are to move through,

unsafe shuttle train and study in -

down da!;sroom ﬂsklng their Ih‘as
lheywﬁ %
I _sluﬁents also iate a,(:ula ;

General Secretary Jamir Uddin Rasel,
Organising Secretary Kolin Chakma,

Mejba Uddin, Ashrafuddoula Reza and

Julekha Akhter were present on the
ormsion

Tk 2 88 or for dev

‘of Satkania

Satkanla Munlclpamy signed a suh
project’ agreement: with. Bangladesh'
Municipal Development Fund (BMDF)
on Tuesday for developing Infrastruc-
ture of the Municipal area involving Tk.
zaﬂcrom "
Gamph'olier of. Monunis Syed Arif -

;Haide: of | BMDF ‘and’ Satkania
: .Munlcipalﬂy Chalrman Mohammadur
~ Rahman signed the agreement on
~ behalf of their respective sides for the

development project to be implemented | e

EnglmrMﬂNi Hossai prq_qént s
thesigning cmmony

under the World Bank financed  MinsterBaniiors

MunlcipalSawluestjecth 2. .
As per the agreement BMDF wil

bear 90 per contof the cost underwhich - home

71'30 kilometre concrete. ‘road, one |

Kitchen marketandapuhlic'toiletmllbe.' 1
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- Talukder presided over the ceremony '

held at Chittagong Metropolitan Union of

* Journalists (CMUJ) auditorium.

‘I_.’Jmk uf the Tk 55?‘ crofe projenl
began a‘lBansﬂthmPaskmm aview

extinet, mrast area as well as creatmg A

Industriafist' M Yakub Ali was the
special guast at the installation cere-'
“mony where Chittagong Union ol _

Journalists  (CUJ) General - Secretary

Reaz Haidor addressed as the principal




