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Englandstriker Wayne Rooney (R) walks along with coach Sven-Goran Eriksson (L) ata training session in Calogne on Monday.

Rooney's fear factor

inzaghi set for
Czech tie?

INTERNET, undated

Italy striker Pippo Inzaghi is a
serious contender to start against
the Czech Republic on Thursday,
reportsare suggesting.

The Milan striker was a late
addition to the Azzurri squad after
his sensational 2006 at club level,
but has yet to appear on German
soil.

Nevestheless, it is understood
that boss Marcello Lippi is ponder-
ing including him in his next start-
ing XL

Italy need to avoid defeat ro
secure qualification, while a vie-
tory would see the Azzurri top their
group and miss out on Brazil in the
second round.

And with star striker Luca Toni
struggling to perform, Lippi may
opt to give his former Juventus
discipleachance to shine.

Inzaghi reminded everyone of
his presence in a training game on
Mondaywhen he netted sixgoals.

He could now start in a 4-3-1-2
alongside club colleague Alberto
Gilardino and be supported by
FrancescoTotti.

Inzaghi would certainly seem to
be a popular choice for fans back
homeinthe Italian peninsula.

Internet polls on various sites,
such as the Gazzetra dello Sport's
interactive platform, have him
ranked as the player most would
liketosee broughtinto the side.

Lippi admitted on Sunday that
he perhaps should have brought
SuperPippo on while they strug-
pled to break down nine-man
America.

Inzaghi has also won the back-
ing of Paolo Rossi. "Pippo only
needs 40 minutes to make an
impression, he's always there
when needed,” said the Spain '82
top scarer.

Africans seek

FROM PAGE 22

mates viewed their last World Cup
a5 a chance to secure suitors from
big-name clubs, Yapi Yapo
answered: "Yes -- theWorld Cupisa
chance to show our capacities. This
is secondary to team and country
but Fam not saying that this is not
inourheads.”

Yapi Yapo spent part of last
season on loan to Swiss club Young
Boys from FC Nantes of France.

Michel said he would give play-
ersa chance who had not yet taken
the field.

Michel will be without captain
Didier Drogba who gained a sec-
ond yellow card in the match
against the Netherlands.

“He is not at his full capacity
either physically or psychologi-
cally. It is clear he is very disap-
pointed,” Michel said, but he
added his captain would not leave
Germany early.

The coach refused to dismiss
Serbia despite the team's 6-0
thrashing by Argentina on Friday,
adding he was surprised at the
extentof their defeat.

“There is a bad atmosphere in
their team and that shows on the
piteh... for pride's sake they will be
seekingawin.”

Swansong of Hey

FROM PAGE 22

"The Ivorians are a strong team,”
Milosevic said. "But, all 30 other
teams at the World Cup are tough
enough for us considering the state
wearein.”

With leading scorer Mateja
Kezman out because of a red card,
midfielder Ognjen Koroman with a
pair of yellows, and defenders
Nemanja Vidic and Ivica
Dragutinovic out with injuries,
Serbia-Montenegro “has nothing
to gain” in its final soccer appear-
ance, Milosevicsaicd.

"The motive," he said, "was
@Ilﬁc_lfl_fl_g;;h&ﬁ:gintinagame.'
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INTERNET, undared

England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson has revealed that he pub-
licly announced the return of
Wayne Rooney to his starting
eleven in the hope it would
unnerve his compatriots, Sweden,
ahead of their Group B meeting
today.

Eriksson broke with his aown
custom to declare that Rooney
would startin place of Peter Crouch
inCologne.

He said of the Rooney 'Fear
Factor': "The opponents don't want
to hear that Rooney is starting. He's
onfireintraining, tackling all over.

“His desire o do well in the
World Cup is enormous. [t'simpor-
tant for England he plays - for the
squad and fans.”

Manchester United's prized 20-
year-old comesinfor Crouchas the
Liverpool striker is only one book-
ingaway from aban.

But Eriksson also believes
Rooney's return will give England
and their fans a huge psychological
boost.

“The fans want to see Wayne
Rooney playing,” he said.

“Tottenham, Chelsea and
Everton fans want to see Wayne
Rooney playing. Even Manchester
City fans want to seeWayne Rooney
playing for England.”

Rooney has made a remarkably
swift recovery from a broken foor,
but Eriksson admitted: "When you
talk about Wayne Rooney, nothing
surprisesme.

"Even at the end of our training
session when we are taking free-
kicks, he wanis to sty in goal -
although he wasn'tallowed to.”

But Eriksson warned: "I don't
think we should expect too much
against Sweden. Don't expect him
to be the 100% Wayne Rooney and
resolve everything by himself.

"I expect him to get better and *

what he needs is matches. The
ouches, the combinations and the
timing are what you lose when you
don'tplay football.”

Another beneficiary of Rooney's
return could be Michael Owen,
himself a returnee from a broken
foor, who has been substituted in
both England;'s hrst two games
and is trying to get back on the
scoresheetafter two blanks,

"I expect Owen and Rooney (o
playlike they used to, in the golden
days,” added Eriksson,

“They always play well together.
I suppose it will be easier for
Michael against Sweden.

“His partner is Rooney so he can
stay up front more and Wayne can
be the linking player between him
and the midfeld.

"All strikers need gu.ll'; the
confidence of a striker when they
score is right up there and it's the
oppositewhen theydon't.”

Meanwhile, in defence, Rio
Ferdinand earns his 50th England
cap today, and Eriksson says the
United centre-back "woke up” and
is now back to his best after being
dropped from the team [or the
World Cup qualifier against Austria
at Old Trafford in September.

Eriksson said: "He has every-
thing acentral defender needs, one
of the most elegant you can find.
When [ put him on the bench |
think he deserved it at that time,
buthe nevercomplained.

“Hewasn't playing very well and
when he doesn't play very well you
ask 'is he injured?” Or, 'is he not
concentrating? Because ifheis not
injured and he is concentrating, he
isone ofthe best.

"Now he is playing very well
again, he hasgot one yellow card in
an England shirt and he is coming
up to 50 caps, which isjust incredi-
bleand shows you hisqualicy.”

Pfister speaks his mind
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AFP, Dortmuncd

Togo coach Otto Pfister reckons his
World Cup minnows have per-
formed well on their first appear-
ance in the finals considering the
damaging row over unpaid
bonuses that has dogged their stay
inGermany.

After watching the
Sparrowhawks fall 2-0 to
Swirzerland here Monday the 68-
year-old German said: "I think my
players gave 100 percent, but when
you have problems of that kind for
weeks then it does have an influ-
ence, onyournerves aswell."

"I would say it's been an
extremely difficult time,” added
Pfister, who had played a role in the
disruptian to their preparations by
walking out on the team on the day
of the first match of the finals over
the bonuses row only to return for
their first match, the 2-1 defeat by
2002 semifinalists South Korea.

The players had planned a
boycott of Monday's game, only
calling off the action hours before
kick-off when the Togo Football
Federation paid them.

"According to the circum-
stances the team played to their
maximum and played a good
game,” said the oldest coach at the
World Cup.

Portugal take

FROM PAGE 19
each game one at a time. We won
the first game, now we've qualified
and following on from Euro 2004
we are just having to concentrate
onone game atatime,” Deco said.

"All the teams are balanced, I
don't think any are above average
but they're all playing at the same
level."

Scolari joined Portugal after
taking Brazil 1o the 2002 world title
and has become their most suc-
cessful coach, chalking up a record
29victories andleading them to the
Euro 2004 final.

They are now unbeaten in 16
competitive matches stretching
back to February 2005.

Pfister believed lessons were
there to be learnt and he criticised
the way the African country's
football rulers had conducted
themselves atthe World Cup.

“There are 45 members of the
(Togo) Federation and each one
must work for the team. But that's
not the impression I had, on the
contrary I had to do everything
myself.

“If there's a lesson to be leamed
it's that you should only send
people to the World Cup with exact
roles and who are prepared to work
24 hours out of 24 for the good of
the team.

"You can only succeed at this
level by doing that.”

He disclosed that he was plan-
ning to rest some of the side that
turned out against Switzerland o
give other members of his squad a
taste of life in the World Cup fast

lane.

"My aim now is to concentrate
on the France game, we'll start
work anitimmediately.

"We have four or five players
who have not played yet so this is
an occasion for me to give them an
opporiunity.

"We're here to learn, | have o
give them a chance to have experi-
ence. | look after my team and |
want them toget thar.”

As to his Future after Friday's
encounter with France Pfister
said: “Do you know something,
in my job you don't know today
what tomarrow is made of so |
haven't even started thinking
about that."

Plister is in dispute with at least
onemember of the federation as he
i5 sueing the secretary-general for
defamation, after he claimed the
German wasan alcoholic.

PHOTO: AFP

Togolese coach Otto Pfister shouts at his charges during their match against

Switzerland in Dortmund on Monday.

ORTH

Podoiski's

no fool

INTERNET, undared

Germany striker Lukas Podolski is
set to ke legal action against a
radio station who he believes is
making him looklike an idiot,

Now, itis no secret thatfinding a
foatballer of above average intelli-
gence isasabout as rare as a France
goal in the World Cup finals (i.e.
one comes along about every eight
years), but Podolski is taking
exception to a Cologne radio Sta-
tion's portrayal of him in a spoof
diarysloton ARD.

"I have a sense of humour but
these jokes are below the belt," he
said. "I'mentitled to seek justice.”

According to German Football
Association (DFB) spokesman
Harald Stenger, Podolski has the
full backing ofthe federation.

"Comedy is all well and good
but this is attacking his digniry"
Stenger said. "ARD will get no more
interviews with Podolski until this
issortedour.”

Kiev erupts
in joy

AFP, Kiev

Central Kiev erupted in an explo-
sion of fireworks, cheers and car
honks late Monday after Ukraine
avenged its humiliating World
Cup debut with a convincing 4-0
win over Saudi Arabia.

"This is better than sex!" one
young woman shrieked, to the
apparent chagrin of her boy-
friend, as fireworks exploded aver
Kiev's Independence Square as
the game wound up.

Ukraine, who suffered a shock
4-0 wouncing at the hands of
Spain in their opening match last
week, had o win Monday's con-
test to have a chance of advanec-
ing from their Group H to the next
round.

The several thousand people
gathered in the capital's central
square despite drizzling rain to
walch the match erupted in a
virtual roar of cheersat the end of
the match.

"Ukraine! Ukraine!” chanted
the crowd, waving Ukrainian
flags, decked out in the yellow
and blue of the standard, hugging
and dancing.

"We're the best, don't you
see,” yelled Helen, a university
student.

Passing cars joined in the
party, honking their horns. One
ambulance driver flashed a vie-
tory sign as hesped by.

Fans watched the crucial
match onscreens setup in several
cities throughout the ex-Soviet
nation. In the eastern city of
Dnipropetrovsk, some 3,000 fans
watched the game and traffic was
blocked in the central square.

Screens were also set up in
Lviv in the west, Odessa in the
south and Kharkiv in the east.

The country's bickering politi-
cians, struggling to form a gov-
erning coalition three months
after a parliamentary election,
were quick to jump on the band-
Wagon.

"It's a knock-you-off-your-feet
result,” Roman Bezsmertnyi, a top
official in President Viktor
Yushchenko'sOur Ukrainebloesaid.

"Today politicians can learn
from footballers on how to work
toward such a result," Interfax
quoted him as saying.

"Finally football has united
the country,” Pyotr Poroshenko,
another Our Ukraine official,
said.

iran want

FROM PAGE 22

Iran play Angolaon June 21 and are
not in for an easy game. Angola
held Mexico to a 0-0 draw after
losing 1-0 to Portugal and stll
stand a chance to qualify for the
nextround,

Iran's elimination helps politi-
cians and diplomats in Iran and
Europe save face after talk that
franian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, under fire from the
West in a nuclear dispute and
following controversial comments,
was to have watched the side play
in Germany if they had made it
through to the second round.

Michel will leave

FROM PAGE 22
His other World Cup wips have
been with African sides. In 1994, he
led Cameroon at the finals in the
United States and four years later he
wias Morocco coach at France '98.
Michel should have been
Tunisia's coach at the 2002 finals in
Japan but he departed just months
before the tournament.

-

Borgetti misses
FROM PAGE 19
Portugal and would also guarantee
its fourth straight second-round
appearancewith adraw

If Portugal wins, Mexico would
still advance if Iran wins or draws
against Angola. But if the Black
Antelopes upset the Asian team for
their first World Cup victory, they
would moveinto asecond-place tie
with Mexico.

The first tiebreaker is goal differ-
ential, where Mexico now holds a
three-goal advantage,

The Baily ﬁlar

Marco helps heal divisions
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REUTERS, Titisee

Coach Marco van Basten hasgot the
Dutch players pulling together for
once and been rewarded with a
placein thelast 16 oftheWorld Cup.

Van Basten took charge in 2004
and has ditched big names like
Patrick Kluivert and Clarence
Seedorf. His young squad has so far

managed to avoid the internal”

squabbles that have marred so
many Dutch campaignsinthe past.

“He (Van Basten) knows exactly
whit i5 going on and what we
need,” says Van der Vaart,
Netherlands central midfielder.

The Dutch have beaten Serbia &
Montenegro 1-0 and the Ivory
Coast 2- 1, qualifying for the second
round before Wednesday's final
Group Cmatch against Argentina.

Van Basten, one of the great
playersofhis generation, is pleased
with the progress so far, but sees
room forimprovement.

"Against Ivory Coast we did not
play well in the second half but the
team showed spirit ind kept ight-
ing and that makesme proud to see
areal team,” he told reporters.

"But it is not only the spirit that
isimportant, we alsowant to domi-
nate and control matches com-
pletely and during the first two
matches that still was not satisfy-
ing.

"We are trying to improve that
notonlyinthe training sessions but
also by showing and discussing
videos.”

The Dutch, beaten World Cup
finalists in 1974 and 1978, have an
unhappy history of disputes at
major toumaments.

Van Basten experienced this
first hand in 1990 when the then
European champions failed to
blend as a group and went out in
the second round to eventual
winners West Germany.

The Dutch reached the World

Cup final in Germany in 1974 but

lost to the hosts.

Their preparations were dis-
rupted after a German newspaper
published colourful reports about
a party ar their hotel, leaving the
players with plenty of explaining to
doto theirwives and girlfriends.

Four years later Johan Cruyff,
the central figure in the 1974 team,
and midfielder Wim van Hanegem
pulled out of the World Cup squad.
A weakened team made it to the
final only to lose to hosts Argentina.

Playmaker Rafael van der Vaart,

who played his first major tourna-
ment at Euro 2004 in Portugal, says
everything has changed in the
Dutchcamp.

"The team spirit has really
improved a lot and now it IS very
special to be part of this team,” Van
derVaart old reporters.

"Van Basten is also a younger
coach than his predecessors and is
close to the squad. He knows
exactly what is going on and what
weneed."

VAN BASTEN

Bad omens for Italy
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AFP, Duisburg

Some of [taly's legendary stars,
keeping a watchful eye on the
national team at the 2006 World
Cup, might be forgiven for feeling
that they are looking at a mirror
image ofltalian footballing history.

Thirty-six years ago in Mexico,
Alessandro "Sandro” Mazzola and
Gianni "Gigi" Riva tussled for a
place on the pitch in a similar man-
ner to playmakers Francesco Totti
and Alessandro Del Piero today.

Mazzola and Riva's rivalry in the
19605 as players for Milan's two
clubs, Inter and AC Milan respec-
tively, spilled over into the national
side.

Traly’s coaches could not figure
out how to field the two brilliant
midfieldersinthe same team.

They ended up playing in arelay,
the "staffetta”, in each match during
the 1970 World Cup, when lmaly
eventually lost4-1 to Brazil ina final
thatis often hailed as the best ever.

Today, Roma's Totti and
Juventus's Del Piero have both

appeared on the field in Germany in
each of Ialy's matches, but never
simultaneously. And the Azzurri
may face Brazil as soon as the next
rounc.

Now in their sixties, the grey and
white-haired veterans' demeanour
mirrors their contrasting styles on
the fielddecadesago.

The dapper, bespectacled Riva is
the general manager of the Squadra
Azzurra, while Mazzola, who sports
a light blue 'Scotland’ cap and
casualshirt, isatelevision pundit,

"I went to see a match with
Scotland and I liked the cap. That
wiis ahout three years ago,” ‘the
cigar-chomping 64 year-old
explained.

On the sidelines of raining at the
Iralian base in Duisburg Monday,
Mazzola dismissed suggestions that
the much-criticised squad should
start over again following their
incident-packed 1-1 draw with the
United Stares

"It went badly in the second
game, they didn’t play well. But the
group that has been formed over the
last two years plays good football,”
said Mazzola.

“Let's say it was a passing inci-
dent. [ think they'll already start o
play well again against the Czech
Republic,” he added.

Nearby, Riva paced around the
field, his progress constantly inter-_
rupted by radio and TV reporters
seeking the opinions of the former
"Golden Boy" of Italian football on
his embattled squad.

"Brazil are always the strongest
of all, because they just have
enjoy listening to those who say
they're the best, while the other
teams who hope to be first say that it
depends on the Brazilians," Riva, 63,
commented amiably.

When Totti admitted a few weeks
ago to being 70 percent fit following
a broken ankle he suffered in
February, the older Del Piero
responded that he was 100 percent
fit.

“Ldon't think there's any team in
theWorld Cup, expect maybe Brazil,
that plays two paintmen with two
playmakers, There is Brazil, but
that's another matter, another
waorld,” Mazzola observed.

"It's very difficult o do so, you
need a lot of training session and
there’sno time here™

Bothveterans insisted the atmo-
sphere at the ltalian camp was
peaceful -- “sereno®. 1

"The atmosphere is serene — at
least, while they draw instead of
win. But that's football,” Marzola
smiled.

Pain of being substituted
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AFP, Berlin

French football icon Zinedine
Zidane's dream when he came out
of international retirement last
year was to lead France to a sec-
ond World Cup ritle.

Now he risks being remem-
bered for the humiliation he felr
in being substituted in what
could be his final match for Les
Bleus.

The double goalscoring hero
from the 1998 final will celebrate
his 34th birthday on the sidelines
when France try to rescue their
hopes against Togo on Friday, after
picking up his second booking in
the 1- 1 draw with South Korea.

Whether he will be sitting near
to coach Raymond Domenech is
another matter given his reaction
when he was surprisingly
replaced in the 91lst minute by
David Trezeguer, who was also
handed the captain's armband.

The former Juventus and Heal
Maglrid 'galactico’ strode behind
Domenech and then uncharac-
teristically flung his sweatband
towards the dugout.

Typically he made no refer-
ence fo it afterwards preferring to
keep his own counsel, bur he is
nat the first high profile player to
suffer such a humiliation.

English darling Gary Lineker
had already said that the Euro '92
finals would be his final farewell
after outstanding performances
at the 1986 and 1990 World Cups -
scoring 10 goalsin total - but even
hewasn't immune from sufféring
the cruellest of blows,

Then 32, Lineker like the rest
of the England team had failed to
score in their opening two
matches (0-0 draws with Denmark
and France) but to everyone's
amazement coach Graham Taylor
removed him with half-an-hour
remaining and with the final
group match against Sweden
delicately balanced at1-1.

Lineker, who was just one goal
away from equalling Bobby
Charlton's record of 49 interna-
tional goals, looked astonished.

The team’'s morale dropped
and they went out losing 2-1 to
the Swedes.

"Graham Taylor terminated
this deadliest of striker's superb
England career with rude and
humiliating abruptness,” com-
plained one reporter.

Taylor's career at the England
helm came toan end soon after.

He was axed when he failed to
get England to the 1994 World
Cup finals.

“ltwas nothing personal,” said
Taylor in reference to the Lineker
episode.

"If it had been, | would have
left him on so he could have
suffered like everyone else.”

Luis Figo can sympathise with

Zidane and Lineker.

As Portuguese captain, he was
replaced during the Euro 2004
quarter-final against England
and stamped off ignoring coach
Luiz Felipe Scolari.

“l have nothing to prove, the
peaple know me well,” said Figo
who bounced back when he was
named man of the mateh in the
semi-final victory over The
Netherlands.

Sometimes, a big name substi-
tution pays dividends as Egypt's
golden boy Mido discovered at
the African Nations Cup earlier
this year.

The Spurs striker was out of
sorts in the semi-final clash with
Senegal and eventually coach
Hassan Shehatahad had enough.

Mido was furious at being taken
off.

The 22-year-old and Shehata
had to be separated as they ranted
and ravetd at Dllﬂﬂnﬂ[hﬁl'.

"Why are you taking me off?"
asked a furious Mido.

"Because | am the coach,”
replied Shehata.

"You are nothing but a donkey!”
stormed Mido. y

"No, itis you whoisthe donkey,”
replied Shehati.

Shehata's judgement was
proved spot on as substitute Amr
Zaki headed the winner a minute
later.

Mido's humiliation was com-
plete when he had to sit in the
stands for the final and received a

sixmonth ban.
i L



