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Classical dance and music
come together

ERSHAD KAMOL

MINENT classical dancers
Minu Haque, Shubhra
Sengupta, Kochi Rahman,
Tamanna Rahman, Belayet
Hossain Khan, Mun Mun Ahmed
along with their students staged
different genres of classical dance
onjune 18.

The programme was a part of
the annual activities of the
Department of Production of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA). A two-day classical dance
and one-day instrumental music
soiree was arranged at the
National Theatre Stage of BSA.

The classical dance display
began with the presentation of
Odissi dance by the students of
Minu Hagq. Their first presentation
was Gurubandana. Later, the
troupe presented sceveral fusion
choreographies based on raga
JayjayaniiandaTagore song.

Shubhra Sengupta and her
students from Chittagong dis-
played compositions-- shabdam,
tillana-- of Bharatnatyam. But,
the choreographies lacked the
ramondal, the basic stance of the

Performers present an array of dances at the function

classical dance genre.
Later, Kochi Rahman and' his

students presented three
choreographies based on authen-
tic Kathak-- barsamongal,
nrityankur and thumri. Their
display of classical dance was
quite impressive.

Tamanna Rahman and her
colourfully attired troupe staged
four Manipuri dance composi-
tions. The titles were basantaras,
gother rakhal, instrument display
and ras. Of these, gother rakhal
was based on a Nazrul song. How-
ever, a few dance sequences were
notwellsynchronised.

Belayet Hossain Khan and his
students staged four composi-
tions of Bharatnatyam genre--
bandana, saberi jotishram,
naborasa and tillana. The group
presentation of the authentic
classical dance impressed the
audience. Belayet performed a
solo titled naborasa.

The main attraction of the
evening was the spectacular pre-
sentation of Kathak dance by Mun
Mun Ahmed and her students. In
her solo performance she demon-
strated different styles of the
genre, Later, her students aceom-
panied herand displayed different
tukras of Kathak. The most inter-
esting part of the presentation was
a composition by Mun Mun, in
which she improvised the Kathak
and presented a ‘football match'
for the audience who missed'the
World Cup match inthe evening,

Earlier, the programme was
inaugurated by acclaimed dancer
Rahiza Khanom Jhunu, principal
of BAFA. Zinnat Barkatullah,
director of the Department of
Production delivered the welcome
speech. Shafi Kamal, director of
the Department of Dance and
Music, chaired the opening cere-
mony.

Bengal Bikash contestants
perform in Chittagong

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The talent hunt by Bengal Founda-
tion, titled' Bengal Bikash, has
completed its pre-finals. A
programme featuring 10 finalists
from Chittagong division was held
on June 17 at the Chittagong Thea-
tre Institute. The artistes were
Mona Lisa Barua, Farzana Akhtar,
Sukanta Chakravarti, Fahmida

Rahman, Dilruba Maria, Purobi
Barua, Reepa Dutta, Anamika De,
Shila-Das and Khaleda Yasmeen.
The aspiring artistes rendered
songs, varying from Tagore to
Nazrul, Atulprasad, DL Rai and
Rajanikanta, Veteran singers of the
region expressed their content-
ment at the progress of the talent
hunt in showcasing the upcoming
talents.
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Participants in the talent show

To celebrate the 107th birth anniversary of our National Poet Kazl Nazrul
Islam, Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA) organised a discussion and
cultural evening at the Shishu Academy auditorium on June 18. Asadul
Haque, Nazrul researcher; Rashedul Hasan, secretary general of Kabi Kazi
Nazrul Islam University Trust; Nasir Ahmed, joint secretary BAFA and mem-
bers of executive body of BAFA spoke on the occasion. Amanullah
Chowdhury, secretary BAFA presided over the programme. The discussion

from allthree branches of BAFA.
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| was followed by a cultural programme featuring performances by students
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Of myths and fancies

FAYZA HAQ

Ronni Ahmmed, one of the lead-
ing surrealist painters in town, will
have his solo exhibit at Bengal
Gallery from June 21, He undoubt-
edly established himself after
doing his 100 feet scroll on Noah's
Atk which combined other ele-
ments from world literature such
as Kafka's cockroach taken from
his Metamorphosis, fairytales like
Rapunzel and our local
Thakurmmar jhuli, Greek mythol:
ogy, the Mahabharata, depiction

of Hitler holding the book Warand -~ :

Peace, the culture of rickshaw
painting. The entire piece was
dominated by the Noah's Ark
theme, the factthatwe are facing a
critical time, and that we need a
Saviour.

In Ronni's paintings we find
absurdity and melancholia,
woven into stories with signifi-
cantly different characters. Ronni
writes shortstorics and this affects
his' paintings., The personalities
appear to be doing pointless
things at times and this is to drive
home the absurd elements in our
society. The paintings also criti-
cise different elements in our
existence such as imbalance of
wealth. Discrimination and social
crimes are also included in the
focus of the artist's canvas. In his
creation is a parallel society which
reflects our societywith the norms
of the artist's newly created world
of creatures that appear like rats
and potatoes at times. This new
civilisation appears to be as if
some people found a new exis-
tence in a far away island where

Art works by Ronni Ahmmed

there are new scientific discover-
ies, On the canvas we see a society
which is sometimes different and
attimes parallel to our society.
"There is no direct relationship
with our real life but there defi-
nitely is a metaphysical co-
relationship. Poetic elements are
present, There is an inclusion of a
new written script. The script is
connected with the society that 1
paint,” says Ronni. The writing
appears like a combination of
languages like Roman and Arabic,
The present exhibition is called
Tales of Pseudo Myth and the
characters in the paintings are all
mythical. In some of the paintings
we get political criticism such as in
Meeting of the multinationals and
Firstsupper in the garden of mush-

rooms, Night be{;vrc the next world
war. The latter has a dinner party
in which a monstrous cooked
snake isserved.

This exhibition has some instal-
lation items too which includes a
boti (cutting instrument) which is
shaped like a man. This is called
Birds of paradise. There is also the
Chariots of rickshaw pullers which
questions the power structure of
our society. This has three wheels
and a strong spiral wire base ontop
of which is a figure of a man cut
from steel, There are prints too like
the one titled, You need a rope to
hang a person, which is also meant
to be ahistorical criticism.

Ronni writes on art and litera-
ture, apart from paintingand hasa
band of his own.

Fizzy drink imbroglio in India

One of Bollywood's upcoming actors, John Abraham
has refused to kowtow to pressure from India's Health

Minister Anbumani Ramadoss and
fizzy drinks,

Earlier this week, Ramadoss named prominent stars
of Indian sport and the movie industry, He called on
them to stop endorsingsoft drinks because of concerns

over childhood obesity and diabetes.

Some of the biggest names of the Indian screen--
Shah Rukh Khan, Aamir Khan, Aishwarya Rai, Kareena
Kapoor and Preity Zinta, among others--have been
used by soft drinks giants formajor ad campaigns.

Abraham, a former model and star, promotes Diet
Pepsi said "This islike asking the minister whether he
would quit politics. I respecthis concern ifit is genuine
but 1 feel there is no harm'in drinking Diet Pepsi,” he

told reporters.

quit promoting

Source: AFP

John Abraham
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