hartals?

We had a 36-hour hartal, but we have not
assessed it achievernents for the country . If
I look back, I would find few public buses ,
mini buses, cars, vans, baby-taxis on the
streets. Some people lost their properties
and some of them were injured. Prices of
daily necessities have gone further up. It
seems the elite people understand the
democratic norms and are very vocal about

it, using jargons in their glib talks. But do
they behave in a democratic manner in their
own premises/affairs?

Some people were able to make political
gains from the hartal, but [ guess the vast
majority of the people were losers.

AR Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

Corrigendum

The following corngendum is hereby made for the Tender No. 159/Sewer2

Dated: 20/5/06. i ) v S T2 = v |

Sl No. 8: "Budget and source of funds: GOB (Proposed Interim Project for Urgent
Sewerage Construction and Rehabilitation)* instead of "Budget and source of
funds: GOB".
Sl. No. 11: "Project/programme name (if applicable): FDR Project” will not be
applicable for this tender.
SI. No. 12: "Tender last selling date: 04/07/06" instead of “Tender last selling
date: 19/6/06".
SI. No. 13: "Tender closing date and time: 05/07/06" instead of “Tender closing
date and time: 20/06/06".
SI. No. 14: “Tender opening date and time: 05/07/06" instead of “Tender opening
date and time: 20/06/06".
Executive Engineer
Sewer (C&D) Division-2
Dhaka WASA, Dhaka
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ACC

The length and depth of corruption
cannot be measured in the context
of Bangladesh. We have been
‘glorified” as the most corrupt
country in the world several times.

. Therefore, to eliminate corruption

our so-called intellectuals and
political leaders formed ‘Anti-
Corruption  Bureau'. It was a
splendid step for us, no doubt. But
we failed to manage it properly. It
has been suppressed by political
dominance and corruption as well.
Asitcould not fulfil our needs, we
again formed the 'Independent
Anti -Corruption Commission’
through a bill in the parliament.
But the question now is whether
the 'Independent Anti-
Corruption Commission® is active
or inactive. If we look at it, we must
say that it is inactive. Political
dominance has made it a
controversial  body. The power
that it should have has been
seized. The title of this institution
is imposing but that is not
reflected inits action.

What is the justification of
having an organisation like this
when itfails to deliver?

Kazi Abubakar Siddique
BUBT, Mirpur, Dhaka

Private

universities

The number of private universities
is increasing day by day. It is true
that nowadays people have
confidence in private universities.
First of all, private university
students do not have session jams,
teachers are regular, responsible in
their duty. The tuition fees are a
burden for any middle class family,
but there are some universities
that do not have adequate
facilities. There are fifty-eight
universities but most of them have
the appearance and space like
coaching centres withouta proper
university campus. Not only is the
campus congested but also they
are not able to provide others
facilities likelibrary, lab etc.

The University Grants
Commission should take  the
necessary steps to ensure that the
private universities function
8 oo.th.‘ly' enipl¥ s g AN
MasudaMunmun
BRAC University

Every year after the pational budget is placed in the
parliament, opposition political parties term it anti-
people. The ruling party, on the other hand, calls it a pro-

peoplebudget.
Opposition parties,

especially

the AL, this time

boycotted the budget session and resorted to street

agitation.

Can't the parties handle the issue a little more

constructively?
Nasirullah MridhaSalim
Matuail, Dhaka

I received the following letter in
mysterious circumstances. [ts
views are not mine, of course, but
the writer has a similar point of
view expressed in one of your
letters ("Why call them
indigenous?®, June 11, 2006)

‘This is a spoof letter but you
might think it was rather fun and,
as an example of 'satire’ may be
well understood by your readers!--
Angela Robinson, Lalmatia,
Dhaka.

Rights of people

[ wish to write in agreement with
the letter of Salahuddin Ahmad
about the status of the indigenous
people of Bangladesh. He ended,
"If they are indigenous people,
then who we Bengalees are?”

As a British racist, I sympathise
entirely. We live in the British Isles
- I really do not like the expression
'United Kingdom' as many of the
Irish, Welsh and Scottish people
are inferior races to us Anglo-
Saxons although they occupied
the land before we did. We are the
true British people and I object

..., strongly to.all the aggention that s |

paid to minority rights ete. For
instance, the Welsh language is

truly impossible and the poor
children who go to school there
have to learn it and the tax-payers
are subsidising this!

Moreover, we have all these
immigrants coming into our
country who make us feel that the
country is no longer truly ours.
Why, in some parts of London,
you walk down the street and
people with white faces are now in
the minority! This is true of several
areas in our big cities!

This is a disgraceful state of
affairs. Why should they have their
rights as minorities, and make us,
who are still, thank God, in the
majority, feel, "Who are we?" Our
sense of identity is being
disturbed..

Britain for the British, I say and
Bangladesh for the Bengalis! Let
the lesser races not talk to us of
their 'rights'!

Anonymous

(The introductory comments of
Angela Robinson were
inadvertently omitted when the
above letter was published in our
June 16 issue. She sent the letter

burt was not its writer. We regret the
lapse and reprint the full text)

Hkok

Please refer to the report entitled
“Private universities running
unauthorised subjects'” published
in DS of 7 June 2006. The reporter
has identified at least 15 of such
universities but catalogued only
10. He could have listed some
more.

1 would request your reporter (o
find out these through
independent probes. I would also
request him to catalogue how
many of the universities got their
programmes evaluated and
approved by the UGC.

A.K.Azad Khan
One-mail

Rare example

of honesty

Thetaleof the honesty ofalaundry
businessman from Goalanda,
Rajbari, was published in DS last
month (April 1, 06). The petty
laundry owner returned a lucrative
amount of Tk 62,000 to his client,
which he had found while ironing
the client's trousers. This is

................................................................................................................................

undoubtedly a unique example of
honesty.

But we are sorry to say that stch
instances of honesty are fewand far
between in our society nowadays.
Rather, the normal trend is that if
one's valuables are lost somehow
or stolen away, the chances of their
recavery are very slim. There is no
denyingthatthere has been serious
erosion of moral and ethical values
allaround and we often hear abotit
criminal acts like theft, robbery,
looting, plundering, deception,
snatching, fraud, betrayal and
misappropriation etc. It would be
no exaggeration to say that people
in general have become greedy and
in most cases they fail to control
and check theirlust formoney.

The laundry businessman, on
the ather hand, .did something
special which created a news story
by itself. By doing what he did, he
simply upheld the glory of the
universal wise words, i.e. "Honesty
isthe bestpolicy.”

Mohammad Anwaruzzaman
Shaheed Shamsul Haque Sarak,
Comilla

e-friendship

Gone are the days of pen-friendship: Now, as I would like to
call it, e-friendship or electronic-friendship has taken the
place of pen-friendship through perpetuation of e-mail and

SMS culture.

Good. Whatever the form be, p-friendship or e-friendship
through pen, computer or cell definitely helps an individual
particularly the younger ones to create a world of their ownto
enhance learning through sharing of feelings, ideas and

experiences.

Such friendship can bring people closer to each other and

canstrengthen friendly ties.
ProfessorM Zahidul Haque

Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University, Dhaka
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