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Govt land occupied wi
registration

TAWFIQUE ALl

Jamiatul Mudaneseen, an asso-
ciation of Madrasah teachers,
possesses 8,10 bighas of prime
public land in the city's
Mohakhali commercial area
without registering the deed of
lease for the past 25 years,
according to Rajuk sources.

The organisation has not
obtained an approved plan from
Rajdhani Unnyan Kartripakkhya
(Rajuk) for construction of any of
the structures on the premises,
said Rajuk sources.

Jamiatul Mudarreseen was
allocated two plots -~ 54/A and
54/B on January 12, 1983 and
March 13, 1985 respectively from
Rajuk to construct a mosque and
conduct other religious activi-
ties, shows Rajukrecords.

Though the land is said to be
commercial, it was allotted to
Jamiatul Mudarreseen and
Masjid-e-Gausul-Azam free of
cost considering public interest,
Rajuk sources said, but Jamiatul
Mudarreseen has been using the
land for commercial purposes as
well.

"Jamiatul Mudarreseen has
notyetsettled the registration of
deed oflease of the land nor has
got the plan approved by Rajuk
for any construction on the
land,” informed Rajuk authori-
tiesinapublic notice onJune 13.

Jamiatul Mudarreseen man-
agesthe Gausul Azammosque.

Meanwhile, the Jamiatul has
illegally rented out a portion of
the land to a bank and built a

~library complex without Rajuk's
approval, thenoticeread.” 1 ' ¢

“The fact that the deed is not

registered implies that posses-
sion ofthe land is unlawful,” said
atop official of Rajuk.

"It deliberately avoided regis-
tering the deed, as terms and
conditions would be specified
and the organisation would be
bound' to abide by them," said
the official:

Senior president of Jamiatul
Mudarreseen AMM Bahauddin
said that the deed 'has not been
registered because Rajuk did not

out, Bahauddin said: "We rented
out a portion of the premises to
bear various expenses to run the
mosque and Jamiatul
Mudarreseen's establishment
costs,”

When asked whcther he was
allowed to do so, he said: "In
practice things differ from what
isonpaper.”

Rajuk compromises with the
commercial value of a plot and
imake allocations aiming to serve

Senior pres;dent of Jamiatul Mudarreseen says

Q: Why have younot reg:'itcred]ease decdln 25 years?
Az It has been Rajuk's indecision in this regard that has delayed the
registration. We have writ{en to them a number of times for regis-

tration.

(3: What is your respnnse to the allegalfon that Jamiatul has not
paid even the nominal fees for the land? i

A: Initially we got the landfree of cost. But later BNP government
levied a certain price, We argued our position with the gmrcmmenl

on fixing the new price.

Q: As per the rules, can you rent otit a portion of the land meant

for non-commercial purposes?

A:Tn practice things are always different from what is written on
paper. Who will pay for our establishment costs?

: Why have you not included a representative from Rajukin the

management committee?

A:1am not aware of any such requirement.

require us to do so though we
wrote to the government author-
itiecs a number of times. We
finally wrote to Rajuk two years
ago.”

"They did not make any
attempt to register the lease deed
at all," said KAM Harun, the
Rajuk chairman. "There is noth-
ing to write to Rajuk, the lessees

i haveto get thedeed reglstemd on -

théirown," hesaid. |
Regarding renting the land

certain public interests like
schools, hospitals and mosques,
said another Rajukofficial.

"In such cases, the organisa-
tion that enjoys this benefit is
required to have Rajuk represen-
tation in the management and
use of land,” he said. "But the
management of Jamiatul has no
Rajukrepresentation,” he added.
~ When asked why. Rajuk has

‘not yet taken' any ' action: to

regularise the possession and

: Man’jheei’ in downm M Was

Mahal forMir;a MohamM wh:ch housed a lmge por

use of the land, Rajuk chairman
said: "No action has been
apparently taken because of
religious sentiments involved
with the establishment. We are
sympathetic to issues related to
mosques."

But Rajuk very recently filed a
case against Jamiatul
Mudarreseen on charge of grab-
bing additional 16.42 Kathas of
land illegally encroaching on the
Gulshan-BananiLake,

When asked why Rajuk had
been silent for 25 years in
addressing the anomalies in
registration of lease deed, the
chairman said that he was not
aware of the details as it took
place long ago. "I will now look

|intothematter,” hesaid. . .,

"The terms and conditions are
mentioned in the lease deed and

as the deed is not registered, the
lessee is not obliged to abide by
rules as to how the land should
beutilised,” Harun said.

Asaconsequence ofthe anom-
aly in land allotment, there wasa
major audit objection against the
then Rajuk chairman Humayun
Khadem, said another source.

Khadem's retirement benefits
have not yet been settled due to
the objection. Financial benefits
of all other members of the
approval committee of the said
plots too are stuck because of the
Samereason.

Those from whom the land
was acquired are still fighting.
arbitration cases against Rajuk

day land value, the market price
of 8.10 bighas in the said area is
Tk170 crore at the rate of Tk 1
crore per katha, said a Rajuk
official.

"There is no use in talking
about land value in today's con-
text, as the situation was
differrent 25 years ago," said
Bahauddin.

He said that the land was
originally allotted free of cost.
The then president M Ershad
himself ordered the land allot-
ment in favour of the mosque
andJamiatul Mudarreseen.

But the BNP government
during its previous tenure deter-
mined a price on the land,

expressmg their dissatisfaction. 11 i Following it, "we submitted our:

ith compensation; said sources’
alHajuk. )
According to Rajuk's present-

argument to public works min
try explaining our stand,” said
Bahauddin.

the city last Friday night.
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.. CRASH LANDING

Abillboard fell on top of a car while it was refuelling at a filling station during strong gales that swept

5K ENAMUL HAQ

Power crisis cause
traffic signal trouble

HRATHAN SABUKTAGIN

Frequent power failure and care-
less road digging have given rise
to the malfunctioning of the
traffic signal system, said offi-
cials of the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) and the
traffic wing of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP).

"DCC installed traffic signals
at 68 points under the Dhaka
UrbanTransport Project (DUTP),
funded by the World Bank
towards the end of 2004; but
there are hundreds of other
points that warrant the installa-
tion of automated traffic sig-
nals,” said one of DCC's traffic
ENEINeets.

Signals at 59 points, out of 68,
have a power backup system for
two hours through' an instant
power supplysystem, he added.

The backup devices need to
be recharged for a minimum of

five hours to supply power dur-
ingoutage for two hours. But the
power outages are so frequent
that the devices cannot be
recharged for five hours, gradu-
ally leading to a short life span of
the battery.

Another high official of the
department blamed the Dhaka
Water Supply and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa), Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority (Desa)
and the Bangladesh Telegraph
and Telephone Board (BTTB) for
their careless attitude while
digging roads, resulting in dis-
connection of signal system
cables.

He said cables that connect
signal posts to the control panel
are regularly stolen, adding to
disruptionin the system.

A police constable at
Agargaon said thieves usually
take chances when there were no
policemen around the posts.

Another traffic constable at
the Press Club crossing told Star
City that three constables at the
crossing maintain trafficand one
among them is engaged in keep-
ing the rickshaws off the VIP
roads.

He said it is difficult for two
men to manage traffic at such a
busy crossing but "we are help«
less".

Expressing frustration the
policeman said: "Signal' lights
help us maintain traffic but it
works little for us as most of the
timetheyare outoforder”.

A traffic-engineering depart-
ment official from DCC said
about 20 traffic signal posts had
been damaged after their instal-
lation because of road accidents.
He said the authorities con-
cerned failed to collect compen-
sation from the owners or drivers
of the vehicles that caused' the
damage.

Little baby awaits her fate

WaHIDA MiTU

The mfanl smﬂod in her sleep. Her
tiny handsandlegs moved asifshe
was trying to break free -- as if she
was choking inside the incubator.
It was not yet time for her to come
outinto the world, but she had no
luck to be ensconced in her
mother's womb. She missed the
warmth, the protection, and the
a&‘ecﬁm ofhermother.

‘Born prematurely at six and a
half months, she weighed only
700 grams. The length of her
entire body is just 36-
centimetres (cm) and the cir-
cumference of her cranium only

The weight of a new born is
normally ﬂal ove 2.5 kg (25}?0
grams) andlength is 50 cmwith a
head circumference of 35 cm,”
said Dr Abdur Matin, Consultant
Paediatrician, in charge of the
baby'streatment.

- She is now at Pancare Hospital,

Dhanmondi under the care of Dr
Matin and Professor MAK Azad
Chowdhury, Head of Neonatal
Department, Dhaka Shishu
Hospital.

The doctors named her
Shuchi (meaning 'purity’
Bengali). She was brought to the
hospital on May 27 around 11:30
pm immediately after she was
born by a middle-aged couple
who introduced them as the
baby's' maternal uncle and
grandmother. The infant was
wrappedin apiece ofcloth.

Other than these two, a few
others came along with the baby.
Their attire and mobile phones
showed that they were from awell-
offfamily, said the hospital author-
ity,

They were looking for an
incubator and finding none in
Dhaka Shishu Hospital they
came to Pancare, The hospital
authorities informed them about
the high cost of using an incuba-

tor they replied that money was
not a problem as the child's
fatherlivedin Australia.

Asthe hospital staff were busy
arranging an incubator they ran
awayleaving the baby behind.

Later, Families for Children
(FEC), a non-government
organisation (NGO), took the
responsibility of the baby and its
treatment.

FEC began its operation in
1972 by arranging adoption of
war children to foreign couples.
They opened their own children
home in Dhaka in 1975 with only
12 children. Their main objective
was to helpabandoned, destitute
and malnourished children.

This organisation arranges
adoptions to Bangaldeshi couples
also.

"We have arranged adoption
of 3 children to 3 Bangladeshi
couples to date. The adoption
arrangement of another child is
in progress,” said Shikha Biswas,

assistant project manager of
R,

"If any Bangladeshi couple is
interested we will arrange adop-
tion of Shuchitoo," she added.

She said that they have a lim-
ited fund. Shuchi's responsibility
will increase their expenditure,
as she will need extra care includ-
ing a single room, a room heater,
and a constant nurse.

But as the organisation works
for destitute children they have
nootheroption butto take her.

"If we have financial support
from others we will be able to
saveher," said Shikha.

Doctors are hopeful about the
baby's physicalimprovement.

"The condition ofthe babyis
better now. She has already
gained 100 gram in three weeks,”
said Dr. Munira Rahman.

"She has to be fed in a special
way. She will be kept in the incu-
bator until she weighs 2500
grams and this may take a

month," DrRahmansaid.

Although Shuchi's consulta-
tions are free of cost and the
hospital authorities have com-
missioned a 20 percent reduc-
tion on her treatinent, costs of
herdaily treatmentis Tk 4,000.

"We did not shift her to Dhaka
Shishu Hospital though the
charges there are low," said
Shikha Biswas from FFC. "She
receives better treatment here
andisunderaverygood care,” he
said,

As time goes by, FECis finding
the expenditure too high tomeet.
Anybodywilling to help this baby
can contact in the following
addresses or make kind dona-
tions to: Pancare Hospital or
Abdul Matin & Munira Rahman,
account no- 01-2303132-01,
Standard Chartered Bank, Dhaka
or Families For Children,
0152405344, 8918197-8 or email
to: shikaffc@citechco.net or
Munira RBahman, 01199136059,

was built during :heMughal_ :

Shuchi §ianplng in the incubator oblivious to the events since her birth.
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