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LTURAL FEAST

Lalon Fertival '06

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy's

endeavour falls short

ERSHAD KAMOL

June 17, The Department of Music and

Dance of Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy (BSA) arranged the festival at the Plaza of
Department of FineArts atits premises.

“Over 100 of prominent and upcoming sing-
ers such as Farida Parveen, Pagla Bablu, Sameer
Baul and others were invited to the festival from
different corners of the country as well as insti-
tutions such as Department of Theatre and
Music, University of Dhaka, and Music College.
Another attraction of the festival was the pre-
sentation of research papers on Lalon by Dr
Tapan Bagchi, Mohsin Hossain and
Asafudaullah,” asserted Abul Kalam Shafi
Ahmed (Shafi Kamal), the director of the

f I ¥ he four-day Lalon Festival '06 ended on

Departmentof Musicand Dance of BSA.

However, the arrangement raised question
amongsttheviewers.

Jamaluddin Bulu, one of l.he viewers who
attended the festival, said, "Like millions of
Lalon lovers I came here to listen to the rendi-
tions of the mohajans (devotees) from the akhira
(den) of Kushtia. I'm concerned about the dis-
tortion of Lalon songs, which UNESCO has
acclaimed as part of 'Masterpiece of the Oral
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity'. My aim
was to discover the difference between Lalon
songs presented by the mohajansand that of the
renowned musicians who render songs for the
wurban ear. But, I'm frustrated when 1 see so
many upcoming urban singers in the festival
who are notattuned to Lalon music.”

Shafi Kamal said, “One has to realise the

Artistes (top and bottom) performing on the last day of the festival

ambience of a festival. It was not a musical
soiree on Lalon songs, in which only selected
prominent singers participate. Because of some
unavoidable political crisis many of the invited
Lalon devotees from Kushtia could not attend.
To increase the number of the singers for a festi-
val we had to compromise. That's why we
invited even the singers of otherfolk genres who
sing Lalon songs. Moreover, our aim is to
encourage youngersingers.”

However, on condition of anonymity, a prom-
inent folk singer who also sings Lalon songs,
said, "In my long music career I've never seen
Shilpakala do justice to its role as a promoter of
the arts. It is evident that at the end of the fiscal
year several departments of BSA arrange 'eye
wash' festivals to ‘utilise' the annual budget
(except Departmentof Fine Arts). Despite being
a recognised Lalon as well as folk singer, I was
notinvited. "

The principal objectives of BSA are to repre-
sent the cultural heritage of Bangladesh and
foster the arts. The activities of the academy
include extending patronage to artists, conduct-
ing research, arranging art exhibitions and
festivals of music and dance at national and
international levels, It is imperative that BSA
lives up to expectations.

Seventh Childrens Theatre Fertival o6

audience

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On the sixth day of the ongoing Seventh
Children's Theatre Festival, Chander Haat
Children's Theatre from Faridpur staged Gopal
Bhar. The central figure is a proverbial comic
character and the subject of many familiar
anecdotes andjokes.

Several stories of Gopal Bhar were staged.
Particularly well received by the audience was

thatinwhich Gopal managed to trick the king.

In one story the king's men show up at
Gopal's house and hand him a letter from the
king. Gopal though very clever, has no formal
education and'is unable to read the letter. The
next day the king's men come and say that the
king has fited him from his job because he has
disobeyed a direct order from the king. Then he
said he didn't receive any order. From this point
the plot unravels until the denouement when
Gopal getshisjob back --and a reward.

"Young actors from the organisation staged a
performance so refreshing that it seemed as if
Gopal Bhar himself was on stage,” said Abdun
NoorTushar, renowned TVanchor.

Every member of the organisation received a
certificate fromTushar after theshow.

Young performers in the play Gopal Bhar
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Gopal Bhar's shenanigans delight the
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Album lannch

Shurer Uttorshuri: A musical
treat on Father's Day

CuLTurAL CORRESPONDENT

Keeping ‘Fathers Day' in mind,
Impress Audio Vision has released
a unique album titled Shurer
Uttorshur. What is so unigue about
the album is that it features songs
composed and performed by the
offspring of legendary figures in
Bangla music. In their own right,
the artistes themselves have carved
anichein the musicindustry:
Impress Audio Vision organised
alaunching ceremony of the album
on June 17 at its head office in
Dhaka. Renowned vocalist Syed
Abdul Hadi launched the music
album and said that it was a proud
moment for the parents of the
talented singers. He complimented
Rumana Azad (daughter of noted
musician Azad Rahman) for taking
up such an initiative and hoped
that Bangla music would once
again attain its once thriving posi-

tion. Veteran singer Bashir Ahmed
complimented the singers and
wished them success on'their new
venture,

Those who performed in the
album are Khan Ataur Rahman's
son Agun, Barin Majumdar's son
Bappa Majumdar, Mahmud-
unnabi's daughters Fahmida and
Samina Nabi, Bashir Ahmed's
daughter and son Humaira and

“Raja Bashir and last but not the

least Azad Rahman's daughter's
Nafisa and RubabaAzad.

In Fahmida Nabi's words, “All of
us have grown up together and
have close ties. There used to be so
many musical soirees during those
times and it was an amazing feeling
for us. We wanted to recreate that
magic through this album." How-
ever, shementioned that this group
should notbe mistaken to be exclu-
sively for artiste's offspring. "Any-
one with a good musical back-

ground and talent can be a part of
it."

Agun enthusiastically says, “We
are one big family. It's a first time
experience for me.” He also feels
that "people with a cultured back-
ground should sing more often
instead of instead of individuals
with nomusical knowledge whatso-
ever,” The Bashir siblings men-
toned that they were proud to be a
part of something great. They
requested their fans to pray for the
whole team so that they could con-
tinue the endeavour.

This definitely is one commend-
able initiative taken up by Impress
Audio Vision. The production
house is soon bringing out
another album ttled Shomogro
Bangladesh 5 ton comprising folk
songs from all regions of the coun-

try.

Coverjacket of the album

Cell phone cinematographers make

feature debut

Ap; Rome

The theme may be familiar but the technique is new: A
standard cell phone camera to shoot an entire feature-
lengthdocumentary on love and eroticism.

Italian filmmakers used a Nokia N90, a higher-end
cell phone sold around the world, to produce the 93-
minute Nuovi Cornizi D'Amare (New Love Meetings),
which they sayis the first feature filmto be entirely shot
withsuchatool.

"With the widespread availability of cell phones
equipped with cameras, anybody could do this,” docu-
mentary co-director Marcello Mencarini said. "If you
want to say something nowadays, thanks to the new
media; you can."In news gathering, early footage is
often shot with a cell phone, and, in'the case of major
events, authorities and news outlets have been known
to call on amateurs to come through with video, When
it comes to movies, though, cell phone cameras pres-
ent limitations, such as the difficulty to filin in dark-
ness or the lack ofhigh-gualitymicrophones,

As aresult, the movie mostly features close-ups, and
the image, while overall clear when seen on a com-
puter, is slightly shaky. Mencarini said the movie could
be viewed on bigscreens, though "itwouldn't be high-
definition." The movie's directors said no post-
production manipulation was made on the image.

Low costs and greater flexibility were among the
reasons why Mencarini and co-director Barbara
Seghezzidecided to use acell phone camera.
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| News Headiines (Bangla) al B:55
.| amAZ10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
| pm1:00pm.

(] News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and Engﬂsh}
14:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) ot 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 2:00pm, 10:30pm,
b 12:15am.

‘| Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at #1:30 pm,

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (Enghish) 8:20am,7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Enghsh) al11:30 pm,

14 Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m, 10:00
4 am, 11:00 am,1:00pm.3:00 pm,
| 4:00pm 6:00 pmand 8:00 pm,

| ntv

News Headlines (Bangia) at 10:00 am.
12:00 3m. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm,

| News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
| pm.7:30pm.10:30 pm,

" Telecast B BTV News (Bangla and

i English) at11:30pm.

‘| TARA BANGLA

News Hearlines (Bangla) al5.20pm. 730pm.
TaraNews (Bangla) at B:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30

pm.
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" Every hour on the haur

Kotha Mala

OnATN Banglaat10:35pm
TalkShow

Host: Mustafa NurulIslam

FIFAWorld Cup 2006
On ESPN at09:50pm
GroupH: SaudiArablaVs Ukraine
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.« Ihe approach offers the advantage of being inti-
mate, leading people to open up a little mote easily
directors say. In a documentary about love and eroti-
cism, thatdoesn't hurt.

For two months last year, the directors interviewed
some 700 people across Italy -- at bars, open markets
andon the beach. About 100 of them ended up in the
movie,

The phone had enough memory for about an hour
of footage, and scenes were transferred to a compuiter
approximately every two days, Mencarinisaid.

Directors Marcello Mencarini (R) and Barbara Seghezzi hold
up a cellphone o film thelr movle, Nuovi Comlzl D'Amore

e e

E A

Fa e




