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TOKYO WARNS NORTH KOREA AHEAD OF TEST-FIRE

Dropping of missile in Japan
to be regarded as 'attack’

AFP, Tokyo

Japan warned North Korea on
Sunday it would view any test-fired
missile that landed on Japanese
soil as an attack, after reports the
secrefive nation was preparing to
jangle international nerves with a
new missile launch.

Foreign Minister Taro Aso said
Tokyo was ready to slap sanctions
on the North, which surprised the
world by firing a missile over [apan
in 1998 without warning. He said

-any repeat launch would lead
immediately to the UN Security
Council.

*If they failed and the missile
dropped on ... Japan, things would
be complicated,” Aso said on
Japanese television. "It will be
regarded asanattack.”

Reports of the imminent test of
along-range missile with the range
to hit parts of the United States

have drawn stiff wamings from
Washington as well as from Japan
and South Korea.

Japan's Sankei Shimbun news-
paper, citing unnamed Japanese
government sources, said citizens
of the Stalinist state had been
advised to raise the national flag at
0500 GMT and watch a message on
television.

But that time passed without
word of any launch, and South
Korea's Yonhap news agency cited
an official as saying that a similar
call to citizens was issued last year
on June 18 as part of an unrelated
domesticanniversary.

North Korea last year said it had
nuclear weapons and since
November has boycotted six-
nation talks on its atomic drive,
saying it will not come back to the
bargaining table until the United
States lifts sanctions onit.

"We will immediately appeal to

the United Nations Security
Council if North Korea test-fires a
missile and threatens Japan's
national security,” Aso said.
"That's a matter of course -- and
the United Stateswill supportus.”
Aso also said Tokyo was ready to
impose economic sanctions against
North Korea in retaliation. "We have
already finished legal procedures to
take action," he said. "The next step
isto putthatin motion."
Washington is a permanent
Security Council member together
with Britain, China, Russia and
France, while Tokyo holds one of
the non-permanent, rotating seats
onthe 15-member council.
Thomas Schieffer, the US
ambassador to Japan, said
Saturday there were signs the
North was preparing a missile
launch and warned that such a
move would be "grave and provoc-
ative."

But Schieffer declined to give a
time-frame for a launch of a
Taepodong-2 missile, which has a
range of 3,500 to 6,000 kilometers
(2,200t0 3,750 miles),

In South Korea, a defense minis-
try spokesman declined to com-
ment on any North Korean prepa-
rations but said his country's mili-
tary alert level had not been
changed.

“The military is on the same
level of alert as usual, There has
been no upgrade in the military
alertyet," the spokesman said.

In the six-nation talks -- which
group North and South Korea,
China, Japan, Russia and the
United States -- the North had
agreed to give up its nuclear pro-
gram in exchange for aid and secu-
rity guarantees.

But the talks have been stalled
since Pyon g said the United
States would first have to drop

financial sanctions imposed over
alleged counterfeiting and money-
laundering.

Analysts have speculated that
North Korea -- which US President
GeorgeW. Bush in 2002 branded as
part of an "axis of evil" with Iran
and Saddam Hussein's Iraq -- is
trying to regain the limelight while
much international attention is
focussed on Iran's nuclear pro-
gram,

South Korea, which has been
working to reconcile with its
estranged northermn neighbor, hasalso
wameditagainstamissile launch.

In August 19898 North Korea
tested a Taepodong-1 missile with
arangeofup to 2,000 kilometers.

Atthe time Pyongyangcalled ita
satellite launch. But in 2002 it
agreed not to test further long-
range missiles in a declaration with
Japan paving the way for the nor-
malization o%rela tions.

Hanoi pilot held
in Australia

with suitcase
full of dollars

AFP, Hanoi

AVietnam Airlines pilot was held in
Australia after being caught with a
suitease full of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars that could have
come from drug trafficking, state
media sald Sunday.

Tran Dinh Dan was arrested on
June 3 at Sydney international
airport.

The Australian Federal Police
officially asked narcotic police in
Vietnam to cooperate ininvestigat-
ing the case, allegedly in connec-
tion with a transnational drug
trafficking ring, the news portal
DanTrisaid,

, A police statement confirmei
the arrest of a Vietnamese national
bttt did not disclose his profession.

"A 37-year-old Vietnamese
national was charged on 4th June
after customs officers at Sydney
airport discovered he was conceal-
ing more than half a million
Australian dollars in his suitcase,”
the policesaidin astatement.

*He was charged with one count
of money laundering and one
count of failing to declare excess
currency.”

Reports in Vietnam said police
found around 560,000 US dollars
(413,000 Australian dollars).

They quoted the Australian
police as saying the pilot admitted
he was given the cash in Vietnam
and was transporting it for a drug
trafficking ring.

. The money was likely to be
laundered or reinvested in other
illegal activities, they added.

Palice are seeking several other
people allegedly connected to the
case.

One killed, six
hurt in troubled
Thai south

AFP, Narathiwat

AThai businessman was shot dead
Sunday and a bomb blast wounded
six peaple, including four police, in
the latest violence to hit the coun-
try's insurgency wracked south,
policesaid.

The attacks followed more than
70 bomb blasts over four days
which police have blamed on
Islamie militants. An explosion late
Saturday killed one man and
injured two women in a hotel
karaokebarinYalaprovince.

. In Sunday morning's shooting
in neighbouring Narathiwat prov-
ince, Muslim businessman Niso
Mueda, 48, a former provincial
government official, was shot dead
in his car by a gunman using an AK-
47 assaultrifle, said police.

~ And four policemen on patrolin
the province's Chao Ai Rong dis-
trict were hit by an explosive device
that also injured two villagers,
police said.

A separatist movement has
simmered in the south ever since
Thailand annexed an ethnic Malay
sultanate there a century ago, and
insurgencies erupted in the 1970s
and againinearly2004.

The latest unrest between mili-
tants and security forces of the
mainly Buddhist country has
claimed more than 1,300 lives,
although police also blame organ-
ised crime groups in the border
region formany killings.

Thai police Friday arrested six
suspects under emergency laws
following the latest wave of attacks
using mostly small and crudely-
made explosive devices made with
agricultural fertiliser and packed

_withnails.

Suu Kyi to spend another
birthday alone

AFP, Bangkok

Myanmar's democracy icon Aung
San Suu Kyi, who turns 61 today,
will spend another birthday alone,
under house arrest imposed by a
junta that has ignored an interna-
tionaloutery forher freedom.

The opposition leader and
Nobel peace prize laureate, known
to many of her followers simply as
"The Lady,” hasspentmore than 10
of the past 17 years under house
arrest at her lakeside residence in
central Yangon.

Her only contact with the out-
side world has been a shortwave
radio and a monthly visit from her
doctoe She lives with two maids
but is not allowed to receive guests,
including her twoadultsons.

Hopes [or her release ran high
after the isolated military regime
allowed a top United Nations envoy
to visit her on May 20 -- the first
meeting between aforeigner and the
pro-democracyleaderintwo years,

UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan also urged junta leader
General ThanShweto free her.

Instead, the regime extended
her house arrest by another year on
May 27 and rebuffed an ensuing
international uproar, ‘calling her
detention an internal matter.

The United States, a vocal critic
of Myanmar, responded by saying
it would pursue an unprecedented
UN Security Council resolution to
condemn the junta's repressive
palicies.

But despite rising intérnational
pressure on the country formerly
known as Burma, isolated for its

abuses against dissidents and
ethnic minorities, analysts and
diplomats say the regime is
unlikely to set her free anytime
S000.

"The government is afraid of
Aung San Suu Kyi because she is
still very popular among the peo-
ple," aYangon-based diplomat told
AFF, asking not to be named, "If she
goes free, she can quickly draw
people and call for democracy.”

Soe Aung, a spokesman for the
Network for Democracy and
Development, a Thai-based group
of Myanmar's pro-democracy
exiles, agreed.

"The governmentis afraid ofher
charisma,” he said, "If she is freed,
she will travel all over the country
to demand democracy. The gov-
emmenteannotstop her”

Aung San Suu Kyi, the daughter
of the country's independence
Ieader General Aung San, studied
and worked abroad, including for
the United Nations, but returned to
Myanmar in 1988 to care for her
ailingmother.

Chinese city opens restored
Great Wall to tourists

AFP, Zhangiakou

Tourists to the Great Wall of China
more often than not get a decidedly
modern view of the ancient strue-
ture, walking along stretches
rebuilt and repaved to handle
millions of visitors every year,

But a bartle-scarred section in
the historic garrison town of
Zhangjiakou, 180 kilometers (110
miles) northwest of Beijing, is one
of the first to allow visitors to walk
next to the ancient edifice in its
natural state.

The Great Wall's Dajingmen
Gate is being restored for tourism,
but unlike other tourist sites along

the wall ithas been left largely in its
naturalstate of decuy.

"In the Zhangjiakou region,
archaeologists have found rem-
nants of the GreatWall dating to the
Qin Dynasty over 2,200 years ago,"
Chang Jingzhong, head of the
Zhangjiakou cultural affairs
bureau, told AFP,

"There are also parts of the wall
built in successive dynasties after-
wards including the Han, Northermn
Wei, Tang, lin, Ming and Qing
Dynasties.

"This is why we call Zhangjiakou
a GreatWall Museum."

A new patk along the Taiping
Mountain Range above the west

PHOTO: AFP

A woman walks with her bicyle past a partially refurbished section of the
Dajingmen Great Wall yesterday in the historic garrison town of

Zhangjiakou.

side of the Dajingmen Gate allows
tourists to climb along several
kilometers (miles) of tree-covered
pathways next to the crumbling
wall invarying states of disrepair.

The park is the answer to
increasing demands by Great Wall
enthusiasts and tourists who have
longed to be able to visit the
ancient wall in a natural state, but
who have also feared that increas-
ing tourist traffic will further erode
thestructure,

"The Dajingmen Gate is the
symbaol of Zhangjiakou, so we are
trying to preserve the historic
record as best we can, while also
making it accessible to tourists,”
Changsaid.

“The gate itsellf once marked
China's northern border and
largely dates to the early Ming
Dynasty (around 1368), but was
rebuilt again during the Qing
Dynastyin1546."

The gate is one of the four major
historic passes along the Great
Wall, and was the first gate ina line
of defenses protecting the capital
from Mongolian and other armies
northofChina.

Although the gate and a stretch
of the wall in Zhangjiakou city
proper are being renovated, the
wall on the Taiping Mountain ridge
has been largely spared of the
rebuilding that other Great Wall
tourist sites have undertaken.

The Juyongyuan Gate, just
outside Beljing near the ever popu-
lar Badaling Great Wall, has been
massively rebuilt as one of the

wall's great gates and was once the
second line of the capital's defense
after the Dajingmen.

The other two great gates are
Shanhaiguan, also known as the
"0ld Dragon's Head", where the
eastern-most end of the Great Wall
falls into the Bohai Sea, and the
Jiayuguang Gate to the west where
the wall disappears into the deserts
of Gansu province.

Although the distance between
Shanhaiguan to Jiayuguang is
nearly 1,600 kilometers (992 miles)
as the bird flies, the actual wall is
estimated to be over 6,000 kilome-
ters long as it winds back and forth
along mountainridges.

Zhangjiakou, often referred to
in history books by its Mongolian
name of Kalgan, is situated in a
strategic pass that competing
armies have fought over for several
niillennia.

‘Money can
delay life
and death’

AEP, Sydriey

Money might not buy love, but it
can delay both life and death,
according to two Australian econo-
mists.

An announcement in the gov-
ernment's May 2004 budget that a
"Baby Bonus" of 3,000 dollars
(2,250 US dollars) would be paid for
each child born on or after July 1
that year saw more than 1,000
birthsdelayed, the researchers say.

"We estimate that around 700
births were shifted from the last
week of June 2004 into the first
week of July 2004," said Australia
National University economist
Andrew Leigh.

*But more troublingly, we found
that around 300 births were moved
by more than two weeks."

Leigh said thatusing daily births
data, he and Melbourne Business
School economist Joshua Gans
found that there were more births
on July 1 2004 than on any other
dateinthe past30 years.

The babies who had to wait
around a while so their parents
could cash in on their births were
mostly delivered by ceazarean
section or induction, Leigh told
AFP.

The two economists found
similar blips in the data when they
checked the death records of 1979,
when the government abolished
inheritance tax.

Rather than being taxed on up
to 28 percent of the value of their
estate, a significant number of rich
people put off drawing their final
breath untiljuly 1, when they were
free to die untaxed, theysaid.

"Over half of those who would
have paid inheritance tax in its last
week of operation managed to
avoid doing so,” said Leigh and
Gans.

There were "noticeably fewer
deaths during the last week of June
than in the first week of July," they
said, estimating that about 50
wealthy people managed to cheat
the taxman.

They concede that relatives of
the dead may have fiddled the date
of their loved ones’ deaths to pro-
tect theirinheritance, butsay thisis
notthe caseinthe births data.

“The share of births that were
induced and/or delivered by
ceasarean sections was particu-
larly high in July 2004, said Gans.
“This sugpgests that we're not
merely observing misreporting of
babies' birth dates -- there was a
real shift in births."

PHOTO: AFP
Indonesian girls play at a golf course near the Mount Merapi volcano in Sleman, Yogyakarta. Merapi showed less
volcanic activity yesterday butscientists warned that it was still extremely dangerous,

Slovak left-wing Smer
party wins elections

AFP, Bratislava

Slovak left-wing opposition Smer
party came top in Saturday's legis-
lative elections with 29.14 percent
of the vote, giving leader Robert
Fico an opportunity to roll back
liberal economic reforms that have
splitthe country.

"For us, the result is fantastic,”
said 41-year-old Fico. "I hope that
we will succeed in forming a coali-
tion governmentwhich will be able
to push through a left-wing
programme,” headded.

The result puts Fico in pole
position to form a coalition govermn-

ment, ending the eight years in

power of Prime Minister Mikulas
Dzurinda.

The former lawyer, who cele-
brated news of the victory early
Sunday by singing Slovak folk
songs at the party's headguarters,
will command 50 seats in the 150-

Robert Fico

seat parliament against 31 for his
nearest rival Dzurinda's Slovak
Democratic and Christian Union.
Dzurinda's partyobtained 18,35
ercent of the vote in a poll marked
y a low turnout of 54.6 percent,
according to the results of the final
count released by the Slovak
Statistical Office on Sunday morn-

ing.

After eight years in power,
Dzurinda was battling for a third
term to continue reforms that have
brought Sloyakia strong economic
growth --at6.1 percent the highestin
central Europe -- but stubbomly
highunemploymentat 15.5 percent.

In third positon with 11.73
percent was the extreme-right
Slovak National Party, which is
opposed to gypsies and the coun-
try's half-a-million strong
Hungarianminority.

Just behind with 11.68 percent
came Dzurinda's former coalition
partner, the Hungarian Coalition
Party, which champions the rights
of the Hungarfan minority.

The Movement for a
Democratic Slovakia of former
prime minister Vladimir Meciar -
which topped the polls in previous
elections in 2002 - slipped badly (o
8.79 percent.

Delhi nominates Tharoor
for top UN post

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

India has nominated UN Under
Secretary General Shashi Tharoor
for the world body's top post which
it said should rightfully come to
Asiawhen incumbent Kofi Annan's
term ends in December this year.
Capping weeks of speculation, the
Indian External Affairs Ministry on
Thursday evening announced the
candidature of 50-year-old
Tharoor, an eminent writer and
academician with nearly three
decades of experience of working
with the UN.

If elected, Tharoor, currently the
UN Under Secretary General for
Communication and Public
Information, will be the youngestUN
Secretary General and the second
Asian after U Thant to occupy the
prestigious post.

“India’s nomination of Tharoor for
the post is based on the UN's com-
mitment to the rotational principle
under which the next Secretary
General should be from Asia®, Indian
External Affairs Ministry spokesman
NavtejSarnatold reporters.

Havingbacked the candidature of
Tharoor, who was born in London
and educated in India and the

New Paris museum
for tribal arts

AFP, Paris

Europe's newest museum, dedi-
cated to celebrating tribal arts and
cultures, will be inaugurated on
Tuesday by French President
Jacques Chirae, the culmination of
an ll-year personal quest.The
Musee du Quai Branly, housed in a
stunning new building designed by
the architect Jean Nouvel on the
banks of the River Seine, will bring
together for the first time awealth of
some 300,000 objects from Asia,
Africa, Oceania and the Americas,
some dating back to the B.C, era.
“This museuminsome wayisthe
recognition of'cultural diversity, of
what it brings to today's world and
howit is necessary for the respect of
mankind and for peace,” Chirac told
atelevision documentary last week.
"Nothing is worse than the dispar-
aging glances sometimes thrown by
pseudo intellectuals on the art, pro-

ductionandtalentofothers.”

The French president, whose
office is surrounded by ‘works of
tribal arts and who has been caught
during boring meetings leafing
through auction catalogues, first set
up a commission to study the pro-
jectin 1995.

For architect Nouvel, the new
museum of four buildings linked by
walkways and footbridges and
including three suspended galleries
and a eye-popping vegetal wall, is
directlyinspired by the collection.

"Itis asanctuary for the scorned
and censured works produced not
s0 long ago in Australia and
America. It is a haunted place,
wherein dwell and converse the
ancestral spirits of those who awoke
to the human condition and
invented gods and beliefs, "It is a
strange, unique place. Poetic and
disturbing,” he wrote in his 1999
submission which won him the
competition to design the museum,.

United States, [ndia is now in touch
with other countries to drum up
international support, Sarnasaid.

“We have taken up the issue of
seeking support for the candida-
ture of Mr Tharoor through diplo-
matic channels with all member-
countries of the United Nations
and our missions are actively seek-
ingsuch support” he said.

Others from Asia already in the
race for the top UN post are
Jayantha Dhanapala, a seasoned
diplomat and adviser to Sei Lankan
President, Thailand's Deputy
Prime Minister Surakiart
Sathirathai and South Korean
Fareign Minister Ban Ki-Moon.

“Mr Tharoor's internationally
acclaimed stature and experience

make him eminently suitable to
become the next Secretary General
of the United Nations,” Sarna said
adding India believes that the next
UN chief should have a strong com-
mitment to UN reforms, have impec-
cable credentials and be acceptable
toa majority of the countries.

“India is a founder-member of
the UN and we have consistently
and significantly contributed to all
aspects of its functions. India is
strongly committed to compre-
hensive reforms of the UN and
believes that the reforms and the
expansion of the Security Council
in both permanent and non-
permanent categories is central to
the process of UN reforms’, the
spokesman said.
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