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Securty alert in Lanka as
Tigers vow to retaliate

AEP, Colombo

A seguirity alert was in place across
Sri Lanka vyesterday after Tamil
Tiger rebels vowed to retaliate for
air attacks following a day of fierce
battles on land and sea that left
more than 50 people deacl.

A police water bowser was
blown up in a Claymore mine
attack in the north-central district
of Anuradhapura on Sunday, killing
three constables, the military said.

A military spokesman said they
believed the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LT'TE) carried out the
bombing.

Also Sunday the Tigers and a
breakaway faction of rebels
clashed in the island's gast Sunday
leaving at least six guerrillas dead,
military officials said, citing inter-
cepis of rebel radio communica-
tions.

Already tight security was fur-
ther strengthened in the face of
escalating violence in northern
and eastern regions Saturday that

saw furious fighting between
troops and the rebels.

"We have made sure that secu-
rity is tight," inspector general of
police, Chandra Fernando said
Sunday. "We are seeking public
cooperation to track down any
suspicious activity."

Fernando said the ITTE had
deployed a new type of sea mine
along the northwest coast againsta
naval patrol, but five divers laying
the mines were arrested. One died
after committing suicide by swal-
lowinga cyanide capsule.

The arrests came as the LTTE
warned that the country will be
pushed back to a "fatal war" if the
military resumes air strikes.

Bighter jets bombed suspected
Tiger positions Thursday and
Friday as a deterrent against more
attacks following Thursday's blast
on an overcrowded bus in which 64
peoplewere killed.

On Saturday at least 52 people
were killed as fierce sea and land

hattles erupted.

The leader of the LTTE's politi-

cal wing, 8. P Thamilselvan, denied
Tiger involvement with Thursday's
busattack.

"We categorically deny the
aceusation that the Tigers attacked
the civilian passenger bus," he said
in remarks published on the pro-
rebel Tamilnet.comwebsite.

The military has brushed aside
rebel denials and carried out air
attackgas well as artillery strikes
againstliger positions.

There have been no reports of
casualties and Tamilnet reported
Friday that two out of six bombs
dropped by the planes did not
explode.

Thamilselvan said the attacks
"would onlylead Sri Lanka toa fatal
W.I. e

The LTTE fought a major sea
battle against navy patrol craft
along the northwest of the island
Saturday, killing at least 12 sailors
and destroying three boats, offi-
cials said.

Sri Lanka wolence

' 12 sailars killed _'. ;
. {n naval battle
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Bomb aftack
kills 3 police
officers Sunday
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Balinese dancers perform during an art festival in Denpasar,
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tourismwhich has suffered since the two Bali bombings.

True identity of
al-Masri still

an enigma

AFP, Cairo

The true identity of Abu Ayyub al-
Masri, the man said to have suc-
ceeded the slain Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi as leader of Al-Qaeda in
Iraq, remains an enigma in his
reported homeland of Egypt.

"His real name is Yussef al-
Dardiri, he is around 38 years old
and he comes from Upper Egypt,"
Montasser al-Zayat, a lawyer and
former member of the Islamist
group Gamaa Islamiya, told AFE

But Egyptian security sources
insist they have not heard uf lhe
ndfmestt

"The Egypd.m security aewices
have not heard of any Egyptian by
this name, but since his name has
been released, we are researching
and investigating the matter,” a
security source said.

Diaa Rashwan, an expert on politi-
cal Islam at Cairo's Al-Ahram Center
for Strategic Studies, said he too had
not come across the name, "There is
no trace of such a name in the
Egyptian mdicallslamicfiles," hesaid.

The US military on Thursday
released pictures of the Egyptian
who it said was the successor of
Zarqawi, who was killed in a US air
strikenorth of Baghdad on June 7,

Coalition forces spokesman
Major General William Caldwell
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Ahu Awub aI-Masri

snit! l:he new leader, Abu :\yy-uh al-
Masri (meaning ‘the Egyptian' in
Arabic), also known as Sheikh Abu
Hamza al-Muhajer (meaning ‘the
immigrant’), was believed lo be
operating outof Baghdad.

Al-Qaeda, which has not dis-
closed the new leader's nationality,
"on its website has named him as
Abu Hamza al-Muhajer, but we
believe that he is one and the
same", Caldwell told reporters.

According to Zayat, who says he
does not know Masri personally,
Zarqawi's successor lived in the
central Cairo area of Zawyia Hamra
before going to Afghanistan in the
late 19805 or early 90s, and then on
to Iraq via Iran.

Zayat is the main lawyer for the
CGamaa Islamiya and Islamic J[ihad,
two Islamic militant groups which
were behind a wave of violent
attacks that killed 1,300 people in
Egyptduring the 1990s.

A government crackdown left
the two groups' members killed,
behind bars or fleeing the country,
while others renouneced the use of
violenece in their campaign for an
I[slamicstate.

23killed as truck
plunges into
Kashmir gorge

AFP, Jammu

At least 23 people were killed and
an equal number hurt Sunday
when a truck filled with workers
plunged into a gorge in the
Himalayan region of Indian
Kashmir, police said.

The accident took place at
Ramban, 157 kilometres (97 miles)
from Jammu, winter capital of
Indian Kashmir.

The workers were being ferried
from Jammu to Srinagarn, the sum-
mer capital of the region, when the
driver' lost control of the truck
which toppled 350 feet (106
metres) into a gorge, a police
spokesman said.

Rescuers recovered 20 bodies
from the scene of the aceident and
three of 26 wounded died in hospi-
tal, he said.

Traffic accidents are common in
India, many of them caused by rash
driving and ageing vehicles,

Nasa for next
Discovery
launch July 1

AFP, Washington

NASA said Saturday it would forge
ahead with its space shuttle pro-
gram, announcing a July 1 launch
of the Discovery, while admitting
that certain safety issues have not
been resolved.

After a final review in which not
all officials agreed with the deci-
sion to proceed with a new mis-
sion, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration set a window
for the first shuttle launch in nearly
oneyearforJuly 1-19.

"I don't see any reason why we
could not launch July 1st," said Bill
Gerstenmaier, associate adminis-
trator for space operations in the
shuttle program.

But NASA officials acknowl-
edged they had not resolved prob-
lems which dogged the Discovery
mission in July 2005 involving
pieces of foam which broke off
duringlaunch.

The foam did not cause damage
to the shuttle, and after several
days of camera study and
spacewalks to inspect the craft, it
wis juclged safe ta return to Earth, |

The US space agency sus-
pended the shuttle program after
the mission to resolve the problem,
but after months of research and

British troops kill 6 Taliban
attacking power plant

AFP, Kandahar

British troops said Sundaythey had
killed six Taliban rebels who had
been firing mortars at one of
Afghanistan’s few functioning
hydro-electricdams.

British forces returned fire with
mortars after they also came under
fire late Saturday near the Kajaki
dam and power plant in southern
Helmand province, a British pili-
tary spokesman said.

"Suspected Taliban have fired
mortars against Kajaki power plant
for the past couple of nights,"
Captain Drew Jabson told AFP

A British force went to the arca
on Saturday. "When they fired

mortars at us, British troops fired
back. We were able to confirm six
Talibankilled," he said.

The plant Is one of the few
hydro-electricity-generating sys-
tems that functions in Afghanistan.
It is in Kajaki district near Musa
Qala and Sangin, where the Taliban
areactive,

"Hy this, the Taliban have shown
their desire to fight people, destroy
their infrastructure, Taliban have a
cause to fight the people of
Afghanistan and we are here to
support the Afghan government,"
Jabson said.

There have been attempts to
attack the dam in the past. The day
before last year's September 18

parliamentary election, the first
legislative election in around three
decades, about 20 Taliban were
arrested while planting bombs at
the site.

Helmand has been hard-hit by
an insurgency launched by the
Taliban movement after it was
removed from power inlate 2001 by
a US-led coalition.

The violence peaked last month
in a two-week stretch in which
about 400 people were killed, most
of them Taliban.

There are around 3,300 British
troops stationed in Helmand prov-
ince as part of a US-led coalition
force that is fighting the Taliban
and theirallies.

Army called to fight

toad invas

AFEP, Spdney

An Australian state government
called Sunday for the army to be
deployed against an invasion of
toxic toads.

Battalions of imported cane
toids are marching relentlessly
across northern Australia and the
West Australian government
wants soldiers to intercept the
environmental barbarians.

State Environment Minister
Mark MeGowan ' has written (o
‘Pefence Minister Brendan Nelson
asking permission to use soldiers
based in the neighbouring

ion
Northern Territory to kill the
toads.

"The army in the Northern
Territory is greater than any other
part of Australia,” McGowan told
national radio.

"We'd seek the Commonwealth
(federal government) to helpus in
fighting this terrible threat to
native faunainWestern Australia.”

The toads, Bufo Marinus, were
introduced from South America
into northeast Queensland stdte
in the 1930s to control another
pest < beetles that were ravaging
the sugar cane fields of the tropi-
cal northern coasts.

Philippines
arrests two
aides of coup
plotter

AFP, Manila

Officials arrested two former colo-
nels linked to a fugitive former
senator, a military spokesman said
Sunday.

Police arrested Romeo Lazo and
Virgilio Briones in separate raids in
a suburb of the Philippine capital
late Saturday, said Colonel Tristan
Kison.

The two are facing charges for
their alleged involvement in a
shart-lived military mutiny against
President Gloria Arroyo in July,
2003.

Officials say the fwo men
worked with former senator
Gregorio Honasan and were also
members of a right-wing military
fraternity he headed.

Honasan remains in hiding and
faces arrest for alleged involve-
ment in a coup plot against Arroyo
that was quashed in February after
the president declared a weeklong
state of emergency.

Honasan, a former army colo-
nel, led several bloody coup
attempts in the 19805 but was later
pardoned and ran successfully for
Senate. He lost his senatorial bid in
the 2002 midterm elections.

testing officials admitted they still

don'tunderstand it.

Even 50, NASA officials insisted |

Saturday that the issue poses rela-
tively minor danger.

"We do not helieve we are risk-
ing thecrew,” Gerstenmaier said.

"If we are going to fly we are
going to have to accept some pro-
grammatic risks," NASA adminis-
trator Michael Griffin said.

NASA continues to be extremely
sensitive about safety issues since
the Columbia shuttle disintegrated
upon reentry in February 2003,
killing all seven astronauts aboard.

That accident was caused by a
foam ramp breaking off during
launch and bashing into the shut-

tle's wing, damaging crucial insu- |

lation panels.

The shuttle program was sus-
pended for nearly three years as
NASA reviewed both technologies
and operations procedures fo
ensure vulnerabilities were not
averlooked.

Daring Egyptian actress
calls Iran 'role model’

AEP, Cairo

Young Egyptian actress Hanan
Turk, known for her daring roles in
a conservative society, caused astir
when she recently called Iranian
cinema a "role model" and donned
the Islamicheadscarf,

Her "conversion” was the latest
event to electrify the ongoing
debate on the Islamisation of
Egyptian society, with artistic
circles lamenting her decision but
many youths celebrating her as a
trendsetter,

"Iranian cinema in which
actresses appear veiled is a very
sophisticated role model," Turk
recently told the independent daily
Nahdet Masr when asked if her
decision would start a "new look"
on Egyptianscreens.

“[tis & very progressive cinema,
and the veil does not affect the
artisticcontentatall,” she said.

Turk is certainly not the first
Egyptian actress to take up the veil,
nor is she the first public figure to
do so in a country where the major-
itvof women are veiled.

But the actress, whose latest
film explores the sexual awakening
of a young woman, shocked artistic
circles with her decision.

"The issue is bigger than the
case of an actress announcing she
intends to wear a veil," said Tarek
Almohayed, editor-in-chief of the
Saudi-owned daily Ash-Sharg Al-
Awsatin arecentcolumn.

"The danger rests with the
presence of some individuals who
are trying to impoese the lranian
model on the region, a model
whose most prominent opponents
are not just the United States and
other countries in the region, but
even [ranian intellectuals and

writers," said Almohayed.

Turk's latest film, Dunia
(World), inwhich sheiscastasa20-
something ballet dancer who fights
against a society that asks women
"to hide their femininity", sparked
heated debates between liberals
and conservatives.

The film, which was shot before |

Turk's decision to adopt the veil,
intertwines themes of love and
poetry with more taboo subjects
like sex and female eireumeision, a
widespread, highly controversial
practicein Bgypt.

Knowing that the film would
push boundaries, Turkwas ready to
face the music about the Hlm's
daring themes.

"I was not afraid of the contro-
versial nature of the seript. In fact
I felt that it talked about freedom,
poetry and dance -- topics that |
can identify with ecompletely,"

she said at a press conference |
following the screening of the |
film at the Dubai Film Festival in |

December.

Sowhensheannounced on May
27 that she would don the wveil,
many artists close to her were
shocked.

"She must have gone crazy"
opined Yusef Chahine, Egypt's
most famous film director, who
gave the real-life ballerina a shot at
stardom by casting her in his film
Al-Mohagerin 1994.

"She told me nothing. I'm very
intrigued,” said Dunia director
Jocelyne Saab, who had struggled
with the Egyptian censors to pass

the controversial film, which is due

to bereleased in autumn.

But the actress said the
headscarf was only the latest detail
of a personal religious journey she
embarkedonyearsago.
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