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BFF-TFA
camp on

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) and Tata Football Academy
(TFA) of India have jointly organ-
ised a training camp for the top
four finishers of this year's school
football competition at the
Birshreshtha Mostafa Kamal
Stadium in Dhaka that started on
Friday,

Champions Laxminarayan
Cotton Mills High Schaol, runners-
up Younis Ali High School, third-
placed Salampur Dakhil Madrasa
and fourth-placed Faridpur High
School along with the coaches
from the 16 schools that emerged
as venue championsare participat-
inginthe camp.

BRAC BANK Cup
Security
breached

SPORTS REPORTER

Beximeo Pharma annihilated
Securex by a massive 20-0 margin
on the second day of the BRAG
Bank Cup five-a-side foorball
tournament at the International
School Dhaka's (ISD) indoor facili-
ties yesterday.

The security company were
knocked for the record margin in
only 20 minutes of play, which is
the duration of play of the matches
in the competition.

Meanwhile in the bartle
between mobile phone operators,
GrameenPhone won comfortably
against Banglalink 5-0,

Multimode Group, Aarong,
Beximeo Textiles, HSBC, Partex,
Interspeed, Sheraton Hotel, Bitopi
and Rahimalfrooz also won their
respective matches on the day
while BRAC and Square played out
ald-3draw.

Angola stay alive

FROM PAGE 24

education where before they were
beingspentonarms. We're going to
improve from now on.”

The result leaves Group D'in the
balance with all four teams --
Angola, Mexico, Portugal and Iran -
-capable of qualifying.

Portugal play Iran later on
Saturday and meet Mexico in their
final game on June 21, while

AngOIg, S SaRAnaslan
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Ango ‘weritdown 1-0 to Iran in
their first game while fran were
beaten3-1 by Mexico.

WC BRIEFS
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days when David Beckham and
companyhaveamatch.

"We want to support the team
andcan guarantee to fly the English
flag at least a couple of times," a
spokesman said.

Germanrose

Roses aren't red when it comes to
the World Cup, but black, red and
gold when it comes to an allotment
in the western German city of
Dusseldorf. There, keen gardener
Wemer Rehland has been cultivat-
ing roses in the German colours,
RTL television reported. "It's my
way offlyingthe flag,” he laughed.

Did U Know?

+ Argentine star Diego Maradona joined the
long list of great players to miss a penalty
when he falled from the spot during his
country’s 3-2 penalty shoot-out win over
Yugoslavia in the 1990 World Cup.

Raul

(Spain'sstar striker)

"It'sa greatvictory for thestartaf the
Waorld Cup, bur we haveto gostep by
step. It will boost our confidence,
butlet’s not get carried away. It's just
thestart.”

After beating Ukraine 4-0 in their
World Cupmatch.
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Tharanga ton boosts SL

AFP, London

s m—a

Upul Tharanga's one-day interna-
tional best of 120 was the centre-
piece of Sri Lanka's 257 for nine
against England at Lord's here
Saturday.

No other batsman managed
more than 24 but Sri Lanka's
total was boosted by England's
record tally of 42 extras, includ-
ing 23 wides. This surpassed the
41 extras they conceded against
Sri Lanka at Delhiin 1989-90.

Fast bowler Stephen
Harmison, who led the attack
with three for 52, was the worst
offender with eight wides in
what was the opening encoun-
ter of a five-match series.

Sri Lanka had looked on
course for a total in excess of
300 but tight bowling in the
middle of the innings from all-
rounder Paul Collingwood (two
for 29) pegged them back.

After England stand-in skip-
per Andrew Strauss won the toss
and fielded, Sanath Jayasuriva
briefly threatened before he was
caught behind for 11.

Meanwhile left-hander
Tharanga, was severe early on
anything short and wide outside
off-stump as he began confi-
dently towards his third one-
day international hundred and
first against England.

And when Harmison
returned he too was off-targer,
Tharanga striking him for suc-
cessive fours to go to a 44-ball
fifty.

Off-spinner fames
Dalrymple, playing his first
one-day international in
England after a debur away to
Ireland earlier this week, started
tidily on his Middlesex home
ground.

And he :.hauld had Tharanga
stumped on 59, with Sri Lanka
114 for one in the 19th over, but
wicketkeeper Geraint Jones --
much criticised for his
glovewaork -- missed the chance.

Dalrymple, struck for six by
Sri Lanka captain Mahela
Jayawardene, and medium-
pacer Paul Collingwood did
staunch the flow of runs.

And it was Collingwood who
ended a stand of 99 in 112 balls
when 1 Jayawardene (24) miscued
to Satsdeen midzoff to
leay "'Sﬁi'lnnﬁa.'iz:l rc:r fwo in
th&2

lhn.- m:ddle-urdur then fell
away before the 21-year-old
Tharanga completed his hun-

dred in 128 balls with 13 fours
with asingle off Collingwood.

Tharanga, in sight of carrying
his bat, holed out to Dalrymple off
fast bowler Sajid Mahmood in the
penultimare over.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Sri Lankan
innings in the one-day interna-
tional against England at Lord's on
Saturday:

SRILANKA

Tharanga c Dalrymple b Mahmoaod 120
Jayasuriyac JonesbHarmison 11
Jayawardene c Strauss b Collingwood FL]
Sangakkara runout 15
Dilshan c Collingwood b Harmison 13
ArnoldcjonesbCollingwood 8
KapugederacPietersen b Plunkertc 1

Vaas e Strauss b Harmison 10
Malinga bBresnan 3
Fernandonotout 10
Muralidaran notour 0

T

; '{W l-lir-ﬂ-.-.t'_ﬂ;m' s ]
5% PHOtO:L"&‘

Extras: (b-2,1b-13, w-23, nbh-4) 42
Total: (For9wkisin500vers) 257
Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-124, 3-153,
4-187,5-204, 6-207, 7-227, B-236, 9-
248.

Howler OM R W
Harmison JOSSI0 52 '3
Plunkert geeagl. 82 - 1
Bresnan S 1L 44 1
Mahmood L 1T YR
Collingwood 10 1 29 2
Dalrymple 5. SI0R28. 0
ENGLAND: Marcus Trescothick,
Andrew Strauss, Ian Bell, Kevin

Pietersen, Paul Collingwood,
James Dalrymple, Geraint Jones,
Tim Bresnan, Liam Plunkertt,
Stephen Harmison, Sajid
Mahmood

Toss: England

Umpires: Darrell Hair (AUS), Nigel
Llong(ENG)
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Sri Lanka's Upul Tharanga (R) raises his bat after reaching his 50 during the
first one-day international of the NatWest series against England atLord's In

London on Saturday.

Third Eye
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will be spoken of in admiration in
the years to come. The 6-0 scoreline,
in and of itself worthy of notice, was
still not the best part. And that is
saying something. Argentina played
the kind of football that we haven't
seen from them since USA 94 and
once and for all banished the ghosts
of Korea-Japan 2002. They showed
great team spirit and the players
neverlooked worried throughoutthe
entiregame, You have been warned.
And that Jose Pekerman could
afford to bring on the likes of Messi
and Tevez with them sittingon a 3-0
lead is enough to show you the depth
ofthe team. Theicingon the cake was
the second goal, however, which will,
baranother special, be the goalofthe
tournament. Argentina strung no
less than 25 passes (the 25th ended
up in the Serbia and Montenegro
net) with almost every player in the
field touching the ball and some
more than once. All that eulminated
inlovelyinterplay between Riquelme
and Crespo to set up Cambiasso stab
ithome. [t's a goal that will dominare
highlight reels in the coming years
and is arguably the best collective
goalin thehistory ofthe World Cup.
Argentina played with an elan
and panache that we haven't seen
from them in a while. This was a
special performance -- one that
showed the best talents of this gener-
ation making their World Cup debut
and copingwith pressureinanamaz-
ing fashion. It was akin to a perfor-
mance by their dominant youth
eams and Pekerman it seems has
successfully made the transition.
Also to note is that the sorry Serbians
conceded only one goal in ten quali-

fying matches, As I have said before,
The collective world, have been
warned.

Andifthat wasn't enough, yester-
day was also party to the Dutch
facing the Ivory Coast in a thrilling
encolmnter at Stuttgart as the Group
of Death exploded tolife. In a pulsat-
ing encounter the Dutch took the
lead through a thunderous Robin
Van Persie freekick before Ruud van
Nisterooy put them two ahead. At
one stage the Dutch looked likely to
run away with it but Ivory Coast
midfielder Kone scored a stunning
goal to bring them back level. Had it
not been for a moment of
misjudgement by Didier Drogba the
game may well have finished level at
the half. As it was it stayed 2-1 to the
endin spiteofthe generous probings
by an Ivorian side that now leave the
tournament with heads held high.
They showed enough to suggest that
they will be a force in years to come
and players like Didier Zokora and
Kone may well earn themselves
blockbuster moves,

The Durtch too guarantee qualifi-
cation and the next match against
Argentina will now decide who goes
through aschampions of the group.

After such adrenaline pumping
action, the final game of the night
was an anti-climax that saw Angola
eam their first ever World Cup point
against a dispirited Mexico side that
neverreallylooked like winners,

In spite of the late night no-show
it was perhaps the best day of the
World Cup so far, as far as entertain-
ment goes. And of course, the perfor-
mances weren't too shabby come to
thinkofit!

Big boys reasserting
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and there were earlier than expected
exits for Italy, Spain and England as
Turkey and co-hosts South Korea
reached the semi-finals,

Intheenditwastwo familiarfaces
in the final, where Brazil beat
Germany 2-0, but the tournament at
least hinted at a shift away from the
absolute dominance of South
Americaand western Europe,

If that has failed 1o occur, there
has at least been a change in the
players making the headlines.

Players like David Beckham,
Ronaldo, Raul, Luis Figo, Michael
Owen and Zinedine Zidang -- o
name only those who play or have
played for Real Madrid - still feature
in the lavish TV adverts for sports-
wear manufacturers but they have
notbeen thestoryofthisWorld Cup.

DavidVillatook Raul's placein the

Spain team and scored twice in a
brilliant 4-0 win that was orches-
trated by the unassuming midfielder
Kavi.

Ronaldo may aswell have been off
the pitch for the good he did in
Brazil's 1-0 win over Croatia, when
even Ronaldinho was upstaged by
the brilliance of Kaka.

For Argentina, it was Javier
Saviola, Maxi Rodriguezand Esteban
Cambiasso who did the damage
against Serbia & Montenegro before
Liongl Messi came on to give asmall
taste of what might be to come from
the world's most talented teenager.

Shock results may be thin on the
ground, but previously unheralded
players are providing the best
moments for the big teams and that
in itself is a pleasant surprise as we
enterthepost-Galacticoera.

FIFAWORLD CupP
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Storm sweeps Germany
AEP, Berlin

Violent storms swept across
Germany, currently hosting the
World Cup, causing millions of
euros of damage and leaving sev-
eral people injured by hailstones

as big as tennis balls," authorities
sald Saturday.

A major mopping up operation
was underway in the eastern state
of Saxony, where tens of thousands
of vehicles were damaged in the
storms Friday evening,

Six people were hurt when they
were hit on the head in Leipzig by
huge hailstones. Throughout the
region, thousands of windows were
smashed, and firemen worked all
night pumping water out of
flooded cellars.

Othercasualtiesineluded a man
falling off his roof while trying to
carry out repairs, & woman hurt
when her mobile home collapsed
and a man injured when his boat
sank.

Lightning also started several
fires, one of which destroyed an
agricultural building at
Blievenstorf, 150 kilometres (90
miles) northeast of Berlin.

Tens of thousands of football
fans nationwide were drenched
when the storms broke while they
were watching the football on giant
screensoutside.

Six giant screens were tempo-
rarily put out of action by heavy
rainfall in Berlin during the Ivory
Coast-Netherlands match,
although they were switched on
again for Mexico v Angola at 1900
GMT.

USA team must improve:
Rice

AFP, Washington

US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice doesn't know much about
non-American football. But she
does know the US side better raise
its game if it hopes to stay in the
Waorld Cup hunt.

Asked ata news conférence with
visiting Italian Foreign Minister
Massimo D'Alema about
Saturday's match between Italy
and the United States, Rice tried to
play the good diplomat.

"Ilearned along time ago not to
hold strong opinions or predic-
tions about something about

Imran leads
from front

SPORTS REPORTER

Tushar Imran led from the front
with a brilliant hundred as
Bangladesh A made a bright start to
the opening four-day match
against Zimbabwe A at the Mutare
Sports Clubyesterday.

The dashing right-hander, who
has played four Tests and 35 ODIs,
scored 128 runs off 176 balls to
guide his side to an impressive first
innings total of 365 for eight in 90
avers.

Promising opener Nazmus
Sadat was another notable scorer
with a 110-ball 62 after the second
string Bangladesh side decided to
bat. Mehrab Hossain Jr. contrib-
uted 46 and Sakib Al Hasan added
24 runs.

Lara's plea
ignored

AFP, St John's

An appeal fromWest Indies captain
Brian Lara for more teeth in his
bowling attack has again fallen on
deafears.

The West Indies selection panel,
comprising convenor Joey Carew,
Gordon Greenidge, Clyde Butts,
and head coach Bennett King, have
retained all but one of the players
that formed the squad in St. Lucia
for thesecond Test.

SQUAD

Brian Lara (captain), Ramnaresh
Sarwan, lan Bradshaw, Dwayne
Bravo, Shivnarine Chanderpaul,
Pedro Collins, Corey Collymore,
Daren Ganga, Chris Gayle, Runako
Morton, Denesh Ramdin, Marlon
Samuels, Jerome Taylor.

Leading scorers
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(Sweden), Messi (Argentina), Mohamed
Kader (Togo), Nakamura (Japan), Neuville
(Germany), Pauleta (Portugal), Pirfo (Italy),
Robben (Netherlands), Savicla (Argentina),
Tevez (Argentina), Van Nistelrooy
(Netherlands), Van Persie (Netherlands),
Xabil Alonso (Spain}, Zinha (Mexico)

Journo receives
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to each of the 32 participating
nations, which are supposed to
return unsold tickets to the
German organisers so they can be
sold to the general public.

Gesman, argansisers. had |

‘advised all football fans to buy
tickets through the official website
www.FIFAworldcup,com and avoid
allblackmarketchannels,

which | have so little expertise, as
soccer, or European football," she
told reporters.

But the top US diplomat, anavid
fan of American football, could not
resist a comment on her country's
lackluster performance in its 3-0
loss Monday to the Czech Republic
inaGroupEopener.

"Obviously, I would like to see
the United States do well," she said,
"Buteven I, a pure novice in watch-
ing soccer, knows that they will
have to play a lot better than they
did.”

The Americans are back in
action later on Saturday taking on
Italy i what has become a must-
win game for the quarter-finalists
offouryears ago.

Hitzisperger doesn't
fear England

INTERNET, undated

Germany midfielder Thomas
Hitzlsperger says he is not worried
about the prospect of facing
England in the second round of the
World Cup.

If one side finishes first in their
group, and the others finish sec-
ond, the pair will meet in the last-
16 of the tournament.

*Ifyou compare England to us, I
think we can safely say we are
playing better," said Hitzlsperger.

"They are supposed to be one of
the favourites, but have yet to play
very well.

"Weareatleastontheirlevel."

Buthe added: "If we did go head
to head in the next round, it would
be hard.

"I would prefer to avoid them
because, on their day, they are very
hard tobeat.

"England have not been con-
vincing yet, but they have many
goodindividuals."

"Messi must play*

INTERNET, undared

Lahm keeping feet on the ground

FIFA WORLD CUP

L@é}, GERMANY

AFP, Berlin

Hoth Diego Maradona and Pele,
arguably the two greatest ever
footballers, have showered high
praise on Philipp Lahm but the
Germany left back vowed to keep
his feet rooted to the ground for the
World Cup.

Argentina's 1986 World Cup
hero Maradona said Lahm 'could
be the star of this World Cup', while
Brazil's three-time World Cup
winner Pele said he was Germany's
stand-out player and did not get
enough creditashewasadefender.

‘I am not getting carried away. I
did not even expect to play the first
match after two weeks out through
injury. It was emotional for me,”
Lahm said ata press conference.

“The main thing is to have fun
playing football and then you can
performwell.”

In the month prior to the finals
Lahm was out for two weeks and
needed an elbow operation making
his performances now even more
remarkable.

"We were delighted with
Philipp's first two performances.
We know all about his qualities,”
said manager Jurgen Klinsmann.

"He is one of the best readers of
the game and always manages to
find a ball even when there are two
orthree playersaround him."

The 22-year-old Lahm, similar
in style to France's 1998 World Cup
hero Bixente Lizarazu with his
speed and close control and who
he ousted from the left back spotat
Bayern, scored a brilliant opening
goal in the 4-2 triumph over Costa
Ricainthe firstgroup match.

He was then named man of the
matchafter the 1-0 winover Poland
in recognition for an action-
packed display.

"l am grateful to the doctors,
fitness coaches and the manager
for helping me get back. It could
not have gone any better," admit-
ted Lahm, who made his debut for
Germany in February 2004 against
Croatia.

It has gone so well that English
champions Chelsea are reportedly
testing Bayern Munich's resilience
to hangonto the player.

“The World Cup is my only
concern at the moment,” Lahm
said. "I am not interested in what
clubsmay or may not be looking at

me. The finals are the main thing."

Lahm, who says legendary
Italian left back Paolo Maldini is his
idol, admitted Germany had strug-
gled defensively in the 4-2 win over
Costa Rica and revealed there were
lengthy discussions on how to
ughn.n up.

*The back four talked a lot after
the Costa Rica game. But we were
not alone. The whole team talked
aboutit," Lahm said. :

"We received some criticism
about the defensive errors but it
was much better against Poland.
We were more compact and that
needsto continue.”

After experiencing the disas-
trous Euro 2004 in Portugal, when
Germany failed to win a match,
Lahm is delighted to be in the last
16 of a major competition and says
hewould prefer toavoid England.

"We cannaot pick who we wantin
the last 16. We have had big games
against England in the past and we
would rather play them later on,”
Lahm said.

Midfielder Thomas
Hitzlsperger, formerly of Aston
Villa, agreed with his team-mate,

“England have good individuals
and a real togetherness, We would
rather avoid them," confessed 24-
year-old Hitzlsperger.

Portugal break
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Ronaldo had a goal ruled out for
ofiside on the whistle.

Portugal beat Angola 1-0in their

_opening game while Iran went

down3-1 toMexico.

The Portuguese also appeared
in the 1986 and 2002 tournaments
butfailed to getpast the firstround.

Portugal need only draw with
Mexico on Wednesday to win the
group.

Iran have now only won one
World Cup match in three visits, a
2-1 win over the United States in
1998, but they have a chance to
rectify that when they meet Angola
onWednesday.

TEAMS

PORTUGAL: Ricardo; Miguel,
Fernando Meira, Ricardo Carvalho,
Muno Valente; Costinha, Maniche
(Petit 67); Figo (Simao Sabrosa 88),
Deco (Tiago 81), Cristiano
Ronaldo; Pauleta.

Yellow card: Pauleta (45), Deco (48),
Costinha (61) ]

IRAN:. Ebrahim . Muzupn Urs

Hossein Kaabi, Yahya
Golmohammadi (Sohrab
Bakhtiarizadeh 89), Rahman

Mohammad Nosrati;

Rezaei,

Messi came on as a substitute
for Maxi Rodriguez late in the
game, and while his first few
touches looked rusty, what was to
followleftabigimpression.

The youngster surprised the
already sorry looking Serb defense
with his pace and skill.

His first big contribution was
the assist for Crespo, by sliding one
through a defender's legs and
across the face of goal, following a
briskrun.

But it was to get even ‘better.
Another brisk run, keeping the ball
glued to his feet with consummate
ease, followed by a cool finish, saw
himscore on hisWorld Cup debut.

Maradona could be seen cheer-
ing the team on, as he has been for
both of Argentina's matches, but
was even more delighted with
Messi's entrance, and laterhis goal.

Ronaldinho hints at
long-term plan

INTERNET, undated

Facing the press on Thursday, three
days before their second Group F
match -- this one against group co-
leaders Australia -- Brazilian star
Ronaldinho hinted the team's goal
is to peak in the latter stages of the
tournament.

"No I think we played with very
good rhythm," said the Barcelona
star, commenting on Brazil's close
win over Croatia.

"Obviously we need to improve
game by game. Our targetis to grow
toward the more difficult games
toward the end ofthe tournament,"
he admitted.

"Itis all part ofour training plan.
Anyway, at the moment we are just
thinkingaboutthe nextgame."

Watch out for Crouch:
Mellberg

INTERNET, undared

Following Messi's impact on his
World Cup debut, after coming on
as a late substitute, El Diego has
declared that the prodigious Barca
forward muststart.

“Due respect to Pekerman, but
this boy must play,” said Maradona
on Pekerman's decision to bring
Messi on only towards the end of
thegame,

"He has something more than
the others.”

Sweden defender Olof Mellberg
believes Peter Crouch could be his
side's biggest threat ahead of the
Group B game with England next
Tuesday.

The Swedes need a point to be
sure of qualification, and Crouch's
former Aston Villa team-mate
Mellberg said: "I have to say [ am a
bit surprised at how far he has
come since we were team-mates.
He was on the bench a lot of the

Medhi Mahdavikia, Javad
Nekounam, Anderanik
Teymourian, Mehrzad Madanchi
(Rasoul Khatibi 66); Ali Karimi
(Ferydoon Zandi 65), Vahid
Hashemian.

Yellow card: Nekounam (20),
Madanchi (32), Kaabi (73),
Golmohammadi (87)

Referee: EPoulat (France)
Attendance: 48,000

Another chance
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"He's a wonderful coach, oneofthe
bestin the world, and I have great
respect forhim," said Parreira.

The match will be a test for
Ronaldo, top scorer at the 2002
World Cup with eightgoals.

The Brazil striker had a dismal
gameagainst Croatia, addingto the
speculation over his weight and
fitness,

Parreira has confirmed Ronaldo
will start against Australia and says
he is preparéd to gamble on the
Real Madrid striker.

But critics are wondering how
longthe coach's patience will last.

ICC refutes
Asian claim

REUTERS, Kuala Lumpur :

The International Cricket Council
(1€C) is offended by elaims it s biased
against Asian countries, chief execu,
tive Malcalm Speed said on Saturday.”

Speed stressed instead that the
Indian sub-continent is ecricket's
"uniqueselling point”.

Asia's four Test-playing nations --
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh -- are major commercial
playersinthe global game, Speed said,
and that was one of the reasons the
1CC moved its headquarters to nearhy
Dubal.

Speaking at an Asian Cricket
Council seminar on the future of
regional cricket Speed said: "The [CC
is sometimes criticised, and we read
this from time to time and we get very
offended by ir, thar we are biased
against Asia and somehow we are
alleged to be racist.

"We moved to Asia. It was a delib-
erate move and there are good reasons
to maove to Asia. We are only a few™
houts framt Delhi, Karmchi, Colombo
or Dhaka. We are not far from here
(Kuala Lumpur) or South Africa,
England, Australia or New Zealand,
We can get where weneed tobe,”

BITS AND BoOBS

time atVilla and didn'tmake many
startsatall.

"He ended up going to a smaller
club, in Southampton, 1o get
games, and obviously from there
hasdone really well to geta move to
Liverpool and now into the
England side. It has been a very
strange career for him. He even had
a spell on loan with a small club in
Sweden. But he has improved
incredibly well over the past couple
ofseasons.”

Van Persie upheat

INTERNET, undated

Holland forward Robin van Persie
helieves his side are capable of
going deep into the World Cup
finals.

Van Persie was on target as the
Dutch qualified for the second
round with a 2-1 win over Ivory
Coaston Friday.

"We started the first half well
with fine combination football but
after that the whole team worked
hard to bring home the win and
that makes me proud,” hesaid,

"It is hard to explain but from
the first days something is growing
inoursquad.

"The atmosphere is great and
that pays off on the pitch, wherewe
not only try to play good football
butalsowork very hard.

"I believe we can achieve some-
thingin this tournament.”

On Friday's game, midfielder
Mark van Bommel added: "Until
leading 2-0 we had played well,
then we lost it. We played badly but
we havetolearn fromit. Ivory Coast
was strong opponents, They were
always dangerous.”

Kahn-tastic for

autograph hunters
AFP, Beriin

Uzbekistan may not be playing at
the World Cup but two fanatical
football fans completed a remark-
able 6,500 kilometres bike journey
to Berlin to get the autograph of
their hero Germany goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn.

According to the Suddeutsche
Zeitung, Akram Marufshonow and
his friend Musadshon Chornidow,
both 58, embarked on their journey
from the Uzhekistan capital
Tashkenton March 8.

The autograph hunters braved

rain and snow as they cycled to
Germany via Kazakhstan, Russia,
Belarus and Poland, doing part
time jobs to pay for food,

"Our hands and faces were blue
at times it was that cold,” Akram
revealed."But I am not leaving
without Kahn's autograph.”

The Uzbekistan duo watched
the World Cup curtain-raiser
between Germany and Costa Rica
on June 9 at the Berlin fan mile
located next to the Brandenburg
Gate and on Friday they got their
wish granted.

Bayern Munich goalkeeper
Kahn was pictured smiling as he
signed his name to make Akram
and Musadshon's dreams come
true. i

"My heart is racing I am uver—
joyed," confessed Akram. 4

Kahn, who turned 37 on
Thursday, admitted their story had
touched him, saying: “I can not
believeit. Itisincredible.”

Spider celebration gets
nod from FIFA

AFP, Herlin

Ecuador's troublesome striker Ivan
Kaviedeswillnot face punishment by
FIFA over his celebrations after he
scored the South Americans third
goal in their 3-0victoryover Cost Rica
anThursday.

The 28-year-old - who has had 10
different elubs in 11 seasons - put on
a Spiderman mask in tribute to
former international team-mate
Orilino Tenorio, who was killed in a
caraccidentaged 25 in May2005,

Tenorio was nicknamed
Superman s he had a habit of pugi-
ing on masks of famous comic bouk
hemsaﬁerscuring

*I do not know of any law forbid-
dingsuchagesture,” said FIFA's
of communications MarkusSi

“Obviously, we don't want ﬂds
happeningtoo often,” headded.

FIFA do punish players who
their shirts off after scoring,
referees being instructed to
therm. G

Ecuador face hosts Germany on
June 20 to see who finishes top of
Group A, with the South Americans,
who went out at the first hurdle in
theironly previous appearancein the
2002 edition, leading them on goal
difference.

Their second round opponents
will be either 1966 winners England
or 1958 finalists Sweden,

jok



