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A boost to dance

Bangladesh gains representation in the World Dance Alliance

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
MINENT dance historian,
researcher, a critic of Indian

E classical dance and vice

president of World Dance Alliance,
Asia Pacific, Dr Sunil Kothari was in
Dhaka recently, During his stay he
attended several performances by
dance organisations of renowned
Bangladeshidancers.

Dr Kothari, who will be in charge of
the Bangladesh chapter of the
World Dance Alliance, recently
announced that noted dancers,
Minu Haque and Tamanna
Rahman have been elected as
members of the World Dance
Alliance, This announcement was
made at a convention of the World
Dance Alliance 2006, held at Hong
KongbetweenJune11to17.

The president of World Dance
Alliance, professor Md Anisur
Rahman, chairman of research and
documentation network Urmila
Sarkar and a noted choreographer
are due to arrive in Dhaka some-
titne in December this year
Around this time the team will
conduct a seven-day course on
choreography.

Tamanna Rahman(2nd from left) and her troupe stage a colourful dance
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Fifteenth annpveriary of Nandimokh
Eight-day theatre festival begins in Chittagong

A scene from Bela Obelar Golpo -~“one of the participating plays™ "

" CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To mark the 15th anniversary of
Nandimukh, one of the most
popular theatre troupes in
Chittagong, the group has
arranged an eight-day theatre
festival at Shilpakala Academy,
Chittagong from June 23.
Theatre personality Professor
Zia Hyder will inaugurate the
festival. Hyder has a good stand-
ing in the cultural world for his
promotion of the post-
Liberation theatre movement in

' Chittagong and putting it at par

withDhaka.
Bosides Ghittagong troupes=:.

Nandimukh, FAIM School and
IDCC-- four troupes from Dhaka
and Sawbdaboli from Barisal are
participatingin the festival.
Troupes from Dhaka are
Janmasutra, Kanthashilon,
newly formed troupe Karigor
and Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation member troupe
Shubachan Natya Sangsad.
Chief of organising troupe
Nandimukh Ahijit Sengupta
asserted, "This is the fourth
festival arranged by
Nandimukh, one of the few
troupes which has been'staging
theatre regularlyinChittagong.”

T memoriam

Anwar Parvez no more

CULTURE DESK

Composger of invaluable patriotic songs, Anwar
Parvez, who was suffering from cancer, died at the
National Heart Foundation, at the early hours of
Junel7.

Parvez had contributed timeless songs, such as
Ekbar jetey de na amar chhotio shonar gaye, Amaye
Jjodi proshno koro, Ektara tui desher kotha bal rey, She
jey keno elo na, Aul Baul Laloner deshey and many
more.

His composition, Jai Bangla Banglar jai was the
opening and closing song of the Swadhin Bangla
Betar Kendra during our Liberation War. The inspi-
rational song kept the spirits high at the camps. At
the age of 27, Parvez had composed the song for the
film Jai Bangla. The song reverberated with the
emotional storm that was cloaking the country at
thattime.

“It was not that the song was composed for any
particular party. It was rather composed at a time
when people were united under asingle banner fora
common cause -- independence,” said Parvez, inan
exclusive interview to. The Daily Star, prior to his
demise.

“When a composer works with asong, he has to
depend on his basic instincts and his 'third eye'.
His vision must not only focus on the context of
the song, but also on the impact the song would
have on the audience. So, when I was asked to
compose a tune for the particular film, the first
thing I visualised was the half-fed and half-clad
people in distress, having lost all hope of liveli-
hood, butstill holding dear the hope ofindepend-
ence. And I wanted to create a tune that would re-
kindle thathope into an engulfing flame.”

Abdul Jabbar and Shahnaz Rahmatullah
(Parvez's sister) along with co-artistes lent their
voice to the song.

Parvez was also one of the leading names in film
music. He had composed songs for several Bangia
films such as Abhijan, Madhu Maleti, Shonar

Harin, Talalg, Shokal Shandhya and many more.
He had never won any major award but his songs
hummed by millions, was his greatestreward.

After his illness was diagnosed, renowned
artistes and musicians of the country took initia-
tive to raise funds for hismedical treatment.

His demise marks an irreparable loss to our
cultural arena, The Daily Star extends its condo-
lences to his bereaved family.

Ninth volume of The World of Theatre launched

ERSHAD KAMOL

The ninth volume of The World of
Theatre, the regular publication of
International Theatre Institute (ITT)
on the contemporary global theatre
scenario, was launched in Bangla-
deshonJune 15atthe LiberationWar
Museum, The World of Theatre has
been published from Bangladesh,
which accounts for the recognition
accorded to the Bangladesh Centre
ofITIL.

Honorary member of the Bangla-
desh Centre of ITI, Professor Kabir
Chowdhury launched the book.
President of the same institution,
RamenduMajumndar, who is also the
vice-president the ITI' Worldwide
Committee, asserted that earlier the
ninthvolume of The World of Theatre
was launched at the Manila Council
by the Director General of UNESCO
onMay23.

Majumdar pointed out that the
current volume of the publication
showcases the contemporary thea-
tre scenario of 48 countries. In his
words, “ The Commithication Com-
mittee of ITI formed an Interna-
tional Editorial Board, which exe-
cuted the publication of the ninth
edition. I was the chairperson of the
editorial board. And' this is for the
first time we have published the
French edition of the ninth volume.
Mafidul Haque and 1 edited the
English version, while Nicole Lecreq,
from Belgium, edited the French
version

“Ofthe nine volumes of TheWorld
of Theatre, Bangladesh Centre of IT1
has published seven. It has been
regularty publishing the bignnale
theatre journal since 1991, The first
two volumes of The World of Theatre
were published in the former Soviet
Union.”
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International: Theatre Institute

(L—R] Ramendu Majumdar, Professor Kabir Chowdhury and Ataur Rahman
at the book launch

Children'r Theatre Fertival '06

Liberation War through the eyes
of youngsters

CuLTuRAL CORRESPONDENT

Hassan Hussain ER Maa Kande Baro
Mash is based on the true stories of
mothers who have lost their sonsin the
Liberation War of 1971. The play was
staged at the Seventh Children's Thea-
tre Festival at the Bangladesh Shishu
Academy Auditorium by the Faridpur-
based organisation Fulkion June 16.

Amena's two sons, Hassan and
Hussain have gone to war against the
Pakistani invaders. Eagerly awaiting
their return, she hopes that they will
come back victoriously. Time goes by;
the war ends but they still do not come
home. Thirty five years on, she still
waits for their return.

With a combination of dance and
song numbers, the actors unfolded the
whole story. The audience greeted
themwithahugeround ofapplause.

Earlier, Preeti Shammiloni Shishu
Academy, Shayestaganj Little Theatre,
Shundorom Children's Theatre, Kid's
Cultural Institute, Barisal Shishu Thea-
tre and Nagorik Natyangan Children
Ensemble staged plays at the same
venue. The 17 day festival began on
June 12 in which about 80 theatre
troupes are participating.

After the performance the members
of Fulki received a certificate each from
renowned actor Jamaluddin Hossain.

Avyoung performer at the festival
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
amA2:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pr,5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

Newes (Englich) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lats Night News (Bangta and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am, 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am,

Telocast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm,

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) &t 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
Newrs (English) 8:20am, 7:00pm
Telocast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangta) a1 9:00 a.m, 10:00
am, 11:00 am,1:00pm.2:00 pm.
£:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headiines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 prn. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecas! of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

Nows Heexlires (Bargla) et 5:30pem. 7:30pm.
Tara News (Bangla) al 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tera News Bangladesh (Bangla) al 8:30
P
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FIFAWorld Cup 2006
OnBTVat10:00pm
Group¥: (Australia Vs Brazil)
Live from Munich

" Cast; Turnmy Lee Jones,Was!uy Snipes, Robert Downey Jr.

U.S Marshals
OnHBO at08:30 pm
Genre; Action/Adventure
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