The Baily Star

POINT $*COUNTERPOINT

DHAKA SUNDAY JUNE 18, 2006

Should NGOs get involved in Politics?

To eradicate poverty we have to send goo
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J, honest, patriotic and pro-poor people to

form government | think the NGOs can play avery good and effective role in this regard.
The NGO activists are closer to people and more friendly and caring to the poor than the
present day politicians. | am inclined to support the involvement of NGO activists and
the primary group or Federation Members of the NGOs, who are representatives of the
poor, in politics. | don't think that involvement of some NGO activists in politics will
cause any deterioration of the quality of service of the NGOs to the poor; because the
NGO activists have acquired the ability to serve the poor as a class and irrespective of
their religious or political affiliation or liking.

MD. GIASH UDDIN PATHAN

few days ago, thelocal office
A of the World Bank released
itsreportentitled "Econom-
ies and Governance of NGOs in
Bangladesh." The newspapers
reported that after the presentation
of the report, Dr. Hasan Zaman,
chief author of the report told
reporters that the World Bank had
praised the role of the NGOs in
health, education, women-
empowerment and other develop-
ment sectors in Bangladesh. He also
said that they had proposed the
establishment of an independent
Commission to oversee NGO activi-
ties in the country and that, for the
sake of transparency, the NGOs
should publish their audit reports
for information of the people in
general. He further stated to the
reporters that the World Bankreport
had suggested that in the
legislations relating to NGOs the
government should not have arbi-
trary power to interfere with the
administrative and management
structures of the NGOs such as
dissalving or superseding the exec-
utive committee or governing body
and replacing the same with
appointed administrator. Dr.
Zaman also observed that NGOs
should not get involved in politics,
astheyarenotpolitical parties.
2.Prior to finalising the report
the local office of the World Bank
organised a number of thematic
consultation meetings. In October
lastyear L attended one such meet-
ing which was mainly devoted to
micro-credit functionsof the NGOs
and was attended by representa-

tives of all leading NGOs having
micro-credit programmes, PKSE
Grameen Bank, Federation of
NGOsin Bangladesh (FNB) besides
concerned officials of the World
Bank. In that meeting while offer-
ing my comments on the contents
of the draft report, I invited atten-
tion of the World Bank officials and
others present to some provisions
of the draft "Micro-credit
(Programme Management) Act,
2005" which the govt. was prepar-
ing to enact for regulating the
activities of the NGOs concerning
micro-credit. [ pointed out that the
draft law was going to provide for
establishment of a Regulatory
Authority with enormous powers
to regulate micro-credit operations
of the NGOs. The proposed
Regulatory Authority would have
the power to remove the chairman
or any member of the governing
body including the chief executive
of the NGO and also to fine any of
them up to five lacs taka for, in the
opinion of the Authority, activities
harmful to the interest of the mem-
bers or depositors. [ said that such
arbitrary powers of the Regulatory
Authority would be harmful for the
smooth and efficient functioning
of the Micro-Credit Organizations
and there would be every possibil-
ity of misuse of the powers for
political congiderations, I
requested the World Bank to take
up the matter with the govt. to
persuade them to refrain from
including such provisions in the
draft law, in consideration of the
fact that micro-credit activities of
the NGOs Had been playing a very
important and effective role in

empowering the poar, in formation
of rural capital and in "taking the
vibration of the economy to the
doorstep ofthe rural poor.”

3.1 have not yet seen the final
version of the report, but I am
happy to know that the Bank has
suggested that the govt. should not
have such arbitrary powers. |
would suggest that the Bank follow
up these points with the Govt. so
that such provisions are omitted
from the draft law or provisions be
made for taking such actions
against the Governing body or
chief Executive of the NGOs
through courts of law.

4.Now, regardinginvolvement of
NGOs in politics; Dr. Zaman has
abserved that NGOs should not get
involved in politics as they are not
political parties. I have some com-
ments to make on this observation
by Dr. Zaman. FirstofallI think that
itis probably not proper to say that
"NGOs" should or should not get
involved in politics. Actually it is
not the NGOs which take part in
politics, rather, it is the NGO activ-
ists or the members of primary
groups (primary level organisation
of the poor formed by NGOs) or the
union or thana federations of such
primary groups who take part in
political activities and I do not see
any strong ground for denying this
rightto them.

5.Thave been associated with the
NGO sector of this country for a
long time and [ have seen, and I
believe, that there are still NGO
activists who are really dedicated
and committed, and have been
working devatedly to achieve their
abjective of eradication of poverty

through human resource develop-
ment. These NGOs activists have
realised that poverty cannot be
eradicated without empowering
the poor in all the necessary areas
oflife and that is the way to convert
them into real human resources.
Providing the poor with relief and
doing only social welfare activities
will not do. Empowerment is not
charity or favourto the poor; rather
it is their justified demand and
legitimate right. The poor have to
be empowered in all the necessary
areas of life so that they can them-
selves come outofthevicious circle
of paverty and improve their stan-
dard of living themselves. Political
empowermentofthe poorisnoless
important than their empower-
mentin other areas and it has to be
effected simultaneously in all the
areas to achieve the right objective
intheshortest possible time.

6The NGO activists also firmly
believe that good governance in
the country is a pre-requisite for
empowering the poor and eradi-
cating poverty. There is no denying
the fact that in Bangladesh good
governance is totally absent. But
good governance cannot be had
without establishing true democ-
racy because democracy is the best
form of governance in the world.
Again true democracy cannot be
established without good, patriotic
and honest people in the govt. To
have true democracy we have to
have good people both in the local
govt. bodiesand in the parliament.

7.8GO activists have seen that
true democraticculture is absentin
our country and so good gover-
nance is not being established.
Therefore, democracy is meaning-
less to the poor who make up 90%
of the population and a handful of
rich and powerful people are
enjoying all the benefits of democ-
racy and so the poor are becoming
poorer day by day and the rich are
becoming richer. The poor have to
be politically empowered 50 as to
be able to succeed in this political
struggle. The poor will continue to
be deprived of the benefits and
advantages of democracy if their
representation in the state power

cannot be ensured gradually. But
the poor are not politically organ-
ised and they severely lackin politi-
calconsciousness and theseare the
main reasons for their political
powerlessness. They are not fully
aware of the value of theirvotes and
do not have the capability to cast
their votes freely and prudently
and thus to elect candidates of
their choice, i.e., those who are
patriotic, honest and pro-poor.
Black money and muscle power
control elections in this country
and the poor are the helpless vic-
tims of these two evils. The free and
proper exercise of the right of
franchise of the poor is obstructed
and influenced by black money of
the dishonest candidates, their
musclemen and also by inten-
tional, politically motivated and
distorted interpretation of the
religious doctrines by the funda-
mentalists, So the poor need to he
organised politically and to be
made aware of their political rights
and responsibilities to create an
enabling atmosphere for the free
exervise of theirright of franchise.
8.The NGO activists have genu-
ine reason to say that for eradicat-
ing poverty to improve the stan-
dard of living of the poor only the
formalities of democracy, i.e.,
having election after every five
years wherein some people will
contest and get elected by mean of
black money and muscle power,
form govt. and then engage them-
selves in making money, i5s not
enough. There has to be govt. of the
people (i.e. the poor who are 90% of
the population) which will think for
the poor. Those who contest elec-
tions and get elected by means of
black money and use of terrorism
do not actually represent the
majority. They purchase nomina-
tions of the political parties at
unbelievably high price with black
money, get elected by giving false
hopes and commitments to the
people and forget them after being
elected. They start making money
by resorting to corruption and
misuse of power to recover much
more than their election invest-
ment. The World Bank itself stated

that the candidates had spent
about twenty thousand crore taka
to buy nominations and votes in
the last general election. As if govt.
is sold in auction to the highest
bidders in this country. Such a govt.
cannot be sincere to the improve-
ment ofthe condition of the people
or of the country. The present
political culture of the country is
completely against democracy and
good governance. The class char-
acter of those elected to the parlia-
mentto form govt. is notconducive
for eradication of poverty.

9.The aim of palitics should be
the development of the country
and improvement of the standard
oflife of the people. Butin the poor
countries like ours the situation is
just reverse. Here the good, honest
and patriotic people who sincerely
want development of the country
and welfare of the people are not in
politics; politics is done by dishon-
est, selfish, unpatriotic people who
are not sincere in establishing true
democracy and good governance
in the country. Most of the mem-
bers of Parliament are traders and
owners of black money, maintain-
ing musclemen and patronising
terrorists for obvious reasons. The
dishonest politicians are not
friends of the peaple who vote for
them. They are not close to the
people nor do they share the sor-
rows and happiness ofthe people.

10.50 poverty eradication in this
country cannot be expected from
the present politicians. They have
established kleptocracy and are
plundering the resources of the
country and making the poor even
poorer. The present politicians or
their parties are not sincere to
establish true democracy and good
governance. [t is these people who
support the opinion that NGO
activists should not get involved in
polities. I don't understand why
the NGO activists who are more
close and friendly to the people
and care, more than the politicians,
for the good and prosperity of the
people, whom they work with,
should not be allowed to partici-
pate in politics when the smug-
glers, terrorists and owners of black

money can do politics, These days
some NGO activists have also
started saying that the NGOs need
not be involved in politics. This, I
am of the views that, they have
been saying with the clear inten-
tion of avoiding the risk of incur-
ring displeasure of the dishonest
but enormously powerful politi-
cians and to avoid clash and con-
frontation with them, because they
(the NGO activists) have seen on
numerous occasions how much
damage and harm these fiends
from the hell (the dishonest politi-
cians and their cohorts) can cause
to them and their organizations.
But I will say that this is nothing but
their aversion to fight against the
anti-poor forces and in that sense
their cowardice retreat from their
commitment to eradicate poverty
and improve the standard of life of
the poor. But these NGO activists
have to understand that if they
want to work for eradicating pov-
erty, clash with the rich exploiters
and their patrons, the dishonést
politicians, is inevitable. Because
these dishonest and anti-poor

* elements have come to realise that

earlier the poor used to blame god
or their fate for their poverty and
sufferings but now due to the
awareness creation activities of the
NGOs they have started pointing
fingers to these plundering rich
and the dishonest politicians, Due
to the activities of the NGOs the
dishonest and self-seeking politi-
cians are facing more and more
difficulties in exploiting the poor.
11.Moreover political empower-
ment of the poor entails, inter-alia,
the creation of political awareness
in them so that they realise the
necessity of exercising the right of
franchise with utmost prudence
and more importantly the dire
necessity of electing honest, patri-
otic and pro-poor people to the
parliament and to the local govt.
bodies; they have to be organised
in such a way that they become
able to exercise their right of fran-
chise freely and elect people of
their choice by checking tempo-
rary temptation of black money, by
not being misled by the misleading

propaganda of the politically moti-
vated fundamentalists and by
boldly facing and encountering the
evils of muscle power by their own
organisational strength. The poor
have to be empowered gradually to
set candidates and contestforseats
in the local govt. bodies and then
contest the national elections and
send representatives to the
National Assembly.

12.1f the above mentioned activ-
ities, which are essential for
empowering the poor for eradicat-
ing poverty, are to be termed as
political activities, then the NGO
activists, and their poor group or
Federation members have to par-
ticipate in politics. It is essential for
achieving their objective namely
eradicationof poverty.

13.50 to eradicate poverty we
have to send good, honest, patri-
otic and pro-poor people to form
government I think the NGOs can
play a very good and effective role
in this regard. The NGO activists
are closer to people and more
friendly and caringto the paorthan
the present day politicians. [ am
inclined to support the involve-
ment of NGO activists and the
primary group or Federation
Members of the NGOs, who are
representatives of the poor, in
politics, | don't think that involve-
ment of some NGO activists in
politics will cause any deteriora-
tion of the quality of service of the
NGOs to the poor; because the
NGO activists have acquired the
ability to serve the poor as a class
and irrespective of their religious or
political affiliation or liking, So let
us allow the NGO activists to par-
ticipate in politics, contest for
getting into the govt. by participat-
ing in general elections, though it
would be pretty difficult for them
or for any good and honest man to
get elected by contesting the haold-
ers of black money and leaders of
terrorist political workers. Still let
there be an effort towards a good
start. The seriously ailing politics of
Bangladesh needs fresh blood
infusion.

Md. Giash Uddin Pathan is former Direcior
General, NGO Affalrs Bureau,
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For science to serve society
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In the run up to the next general election, tgl‘;a S&T community has to make their case to
all political parties and convince them to give S&T issues due importance in their
election manifesto. Different S&T professional societies like Bangladesh Association
for the Advancement of Science, The Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh, and other
professional bodies for physical, agricultural, biological, medical, earth, and social
sciences should come together to initiate national debate on how this country should
proceed in creating its own S&T base. S&T leaders have to be engaged in convincing the
politicians, decision makers, and other stakeholders that S&T expenditure does pay
back in the long run. The civil society also has a big role to play in developing nation-
wide awareness, thereby creating conditions favourable to S&T in this country. Science
indeed has the power to give a lot to the society. But for science to serve the society,
society has to serve science first.

DR. ASMA HASEEB

N the modern day world, we

are surrounded by the inven-
tions of science and technol-
ogy (S&T). Even as a developing
country we can not escape the ever
stronger influence of S&T. This
nation, however, has only been a
marginal user of S&T, not an active
player. Itis universally recognised
that S&T can be a driving force for
economic development. In order
to enhance our economic growth,
we have to build our indigenous
S&T capability, not just remain a
spectatorormarginaluser.

True that there are so many short
term priorities and distractions
that our politicians and decision
makers are easily carried away by
these. Asaresultdueimportance is
simply not given to S&T, which
requires long term vision, clever
strategy, and efficient and planned
actions. But to continue to do so
would be a grave mistake, There
can be no doubt in anyone's mind
that the people of this country, and
apparently, all the political parties,
dream of a modern, vibrant, tech-
nologically and economically
strong nation. In order to achieve
this, there is no alternative to giving
due emphasis to the development
of our national S&T base. This is
not just a theoretical idea. One
does not have to go too far to find a
proofofthis.

India's S&T endeavour is a
bright example of how S&T can be
harnessed to accelerate economic

~ growth even in a developing coun-

try. Let us know about India's
experience in the words of the
Indian Minister of State for Science
and Technology & Ocean
Development Mr. Kapil Sibal:
“,..Under a succession of enlight-
ened leaders, Indian government

‘have long recognised the need for

any courtry that aspires to call
itself a modern nation to invest
heavily in secience and technol-
ogy...The fruits of this foresight are
now widely visible...this has
placed it (India) in strong position
to engage in the global knowledge
economy, rather than remaining
onthemargins..."

Other countries in our neigh-
bourhood including China,
Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam
are also aggressively pursuing their
S&T programmes, Take the case of
Vietnam that has an economic
condition similar to ours. Recently,
the Vietnamese government
embarked an ambitious national
S&T effort. How much importance
Vietnam attaches to the develop-
ment of indigenous S&T can be
gauged from the fact that it even
created a new position of vice
prime minister and put him in
charge of the S&T activities. In
1995, the Vietnamese government
supported nine thousand S&T
research projects in different insti-
tutions and Universities.

For S&T to be an effective tool in
our economic development, sub-
stantial investments have to be
madein creating S&T infrastructure
and supporting research projects in
the short as well as longterm.
Investment in S&T in Bangladesh is
miniscule compared to what s
necessary for SUT to have an impact
on the economy. Statistics show
that the annual S&T expenditure in
our country is about 0.22% of GNP
Of this amount, the actual expendi-
ture in research and development
was only 0.09% in the early 1990s,
which declined to 0.01% in 1996. In
contrast, the Vienna Programme of
Action on Seience and Technology
for Development recommended a
yearly expenditure of 1% of GNPina
developing country. Developed
countries and some aspiring devel-

oping countries spend 2-4% of GNP
annually on S&T. To get the most out
of S&T activities a sound base in
terms of investment, human
resource, and knowledge has to be
created. It is, therefore, no wonder
that the industrial sector of this
country could not benefit from our
feebleindigenous S&T activities.
The government in this country
has to play the leading role in the
area of investment in S&T. Given
the infant state of our industry, one
cannot reasonably expect a lot of
S&T investment by the private
sectoratthisstage. Infact, beitina
developed or a developing country,
the majorshare of S&T expenditure
is met by the state. Even in the
most capitalist of countries, USA,
the government spends a hundred
billion of tax payers' dollars each
year in funding S&T research. The
Indian government in 2003-2004,
spent 24,226 crore rupees on S&T
and the spending is rising every
year. Obviously, one cannot expect
our government to spend a similar
sum. But it needs to start spending
a meaningful sum of money on
S&T which is long overdue. As our
industry expands, the private
sector will take an increasing share
of the burden in the long mn. But
at this stage, there is no alternative
tospending publicmoneyin S&T.
For a national S&T programme
to be meaningful an efficient man-
agement system is needed. There
are successful S&T management
models existing in different coun-
tries. These models depend on the
participation of scien-
tists/technologists in the manage-
ment of the national S&T activities.
The key element of successful S&T
management is that it engages
researchers on time bound, goal
oriented research programmes
commensurate with actual
national needs. It creates an envi-

ronment of positive competition
among researchers in Universities
and research institutions which is
essential to induce innovation.
Creation of links between industry
and S&T institutions and
Universities is a very important
cornerstone of a successful S&T
management model, The national
S&T management system should
create an atmosphere of autonomy
and freedom conducive to creative
work and innovation. Butthis does
not mean that S&T professionals
should not be held accountable.
Indeed accountability and trans-
parency is an integral part of any
good S&T management system.

Bangladesh is now at a cross-
roads in its history. It is time to
have a strategic, long term vision
regarding our future. S&T is an area
which requires foresight that goes
beyond the horizon. [t requires
politicians and decision makers to
elevate themselves to the level of
statesmen. With our economy
poised to growat above sixpercent,
the country requires a solid S&T
base to support industrialisation
and to be in a position to start
making meaningful investment in
this area. What is needed now is
commitment at the highest levels
toinstitute a comprehensiveaction
plan for a national S&T
programme.

In the run up to the next general
election, the S&T community has
to make their case to all political
parties and convince them to give
S&T issues due importance in their
election manifesto. Different S&T
professional societies like
Bangladesh Association for the
Advancement of Science, The
Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh, and other profes-
sional bodies for physical, agricul-
tural, biological, medical, earth,
and soclal sciences should come
together o initiate national debate
on how this country should pro-
ceed in creating its own S&T base.
S&T leaders have to be engaged in
convincing the politicians, deci-
sion makers, and other stake-
haolders that S&T expenditure does
pay back in the long run. The civil
society also has a big role to play in
developing nation-wide aware-
ness, thereby creating conditions
favourable to S&T in this country.
Science indeed has the power to
give a lot to the society. But for
science to serve the society, society
hiis to servescience first.

Dr. ASMA Haseeb is professor, Department of
Malerials and Motallurgical Engineering, BUET.

Our bridge to the world

Written words are the fountainhead of civi
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zation. And they on the other hand are the

offspring of our thoughts. Our thoughts for their profundity need constant stimulation
to soar with imagination, to delve deeper like an explorer and to seek like a voyager.
Thoughts find permanence in written words. One must read to write, confer to speak,
more because, we live in a modern time, in a world that keeps advancing. The worth of
a country or a society depends on how well they move with the time. A country and a
society ready and up to date in their comprehension and knowledge of the world ride
the advances of the time into the future. Reading makes us ready. And the habit of
English reading and writing can be an enabling vehicle for Bangladesh to ride into the

ranks of developed nations.

SYED MAQSUD JAMIL
I I V HE viewer in front of the
television screen has the
power of a sovereign. There
are over 70 channels waiting to
come alive at the mere push of the
programme button. Today quite a
number of them are Bengali chan-
nels. The attention of the viewer is
naturally diverted ready to travel
down into the fidgety thumb at the
slightestrealisation that the show is
slowing down. Most television
shows are therefore tailored to the
attention span of the viewers. The
standard time span is 20 to 30
minutes including commercial
breaks.

It is a fact that television brings
great development gain for coun-
tries like Bangladesh with a large
population and with a low rate of
functional literacy. But the task of
improving the quality of learning,
in terms of functional knowledge
and communication skill, is
equallyimportant. [tis evident that
Bangladesh has to obtain the func-
tional ability of communicating
effectively with the outside world.
And at the same time to raise the
enabling quality of its expatriate
community to compete well with
other nations. The ability to com-
municate in English has immense
benefits. Written words in particu-
lar are enduring treasures that
bring ability, enlightenment, imag-
ination and delight. We get a ready
account of the [abours of mankind
in the past and the about the goals
theyhadlaboured for.

For Bangladesh, English lan-
guage is our bridge to the world.
The use of English should run
parallel to the growth of Bengali. [n
the last few decades there has been
a considerable increase in the
number of local Bengali publica-
tions in different fields of aesthetic
pursuit, knowledge and education.
The readership has also grown
phenomenally. The Bangla

Academy book fair has become a
national festival. I, however, don't
knowwhetherthe country has seen
an equal increase In the publica-
tion of technical and medical
booksin Bengali.

In Bangladesh, generally, the
English medium boys and girls are
known for the cultivation of
English and to a lesser degree for
excellence in it. Honestly, the love
of language and written words
languishes in the case of English,
while it is appreciable for Bengali.
The love of a language, if it seeks
self-improvement through greater
aesthetic fulfilment, has to explore
beyond the home of our mother
tongue. It applies for all pursuits
that they should begin with love
and should be spurred on by an
ever-increasing appetite. The joy
one finds remains as a lifetime
enchantment. President Thomas
Jefferson, the third President of
America, had great love for books
that found expression in his obser-
vation 'I live for books'. President
Kennedy used to finish reading a
book every night. He was howevera
speed-reader.

Sir Winston Churchill, a politi-
cian, went on to earn the Nobel
Prize for literature for his writings
on the Second World War. Honest
Abe, or Abraham Lincoln, rose
from the humble beginnings of a
log cabin and ultimately tri-
umphed to become America's
most righteous President by win-
ning a war against slavery. He
persisted with his love of written
words since his days as the sales
clerk. It made him into one of the
finest communicators among the
leaders of the world. The speeches
he made, the words he articulated
became lasting definitions of
government, of national responsi-
bility and the duties of a leader, He
personally wrote the Gettysburg
Address in his tent and the speech
was over in two and a half minutes.
Yet, it endures as a precise deﬁni-l

tion of the government that ‘gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perishfrom the earth.

Reading transports us to a com-
forting retreat, a haven of delight,
and a niche of enlightenment. We
become one with the imaginary
and real characters that writers
develop with the profundity of
their thoughts and the probing
nature of their facts. It can be a
realm of perennial youthevenatan
advanced age.

In fact, reading is our right to
know and writing is our right to
express. The right to know on a
broader level, seeks fulfilment
through enlightenment; and cele-
bration of life through the stimula-
tion of our imagination. The right
to write seeks to release oneself in

‘the permanence of thoughts

through sharing. A mind that seeks
to know by reading isbefriended by
information and knowledge. It
builds an inner world where we
relax, renew and rejoice. And a
mind that travels beyond has a
greater view of the world. The ones
who hold this view have a better
understanding of the world when it
comes to building the bridge to the
world.

The world speaks many lan-
guages, holds many beliefs. But the
need of communication among
nations is not defeated in uni-
lingual nations, A shared history
has developed common languages
like English. For Francophone
countries, it is French and for the
Latin countries, it is Spanish and
Portuguese. Accordingly, over the
last two and half centuries the
countries of South Asia have a
common vehicle to travel in
English language. In the last 57
years, India has been very success-
fulinkeeping English as a language
ofher own to the greater benefit of
the country. So has Sri Lanka and to
a lesser extent Pakistan. These
countries stay on the road o the
modern world by using English
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language as an instrument for
development. For Bangladesh, the
constancy of purpose as to the use
of English language has not been
evenoverthelastthree decades.

The sixties saw the growth of an
enlightened middle class in our
country. It was to a great extent
inspired by brave journalists,
romantic socialists and a handful
of pucca sahib educationists. The
pioneer in this field was late Abdus
Salam the editor of the then 'The
Pakistan Observer. I dlso remem-
ber with great regard the late
lamented Enayetullah Khan for his
lonely crusade with avant-garde
weekly 'Holiday'. The standard of
English prospered on the love of
English language cultivated by the
English newspapers and periodi-
cals of the time, In recent times,
The Daily Star is doing a creditable
job of rallying people around the
cause of upholding the standard of
English education.

Ishould paya personal tribute to
late S.N.Q. (Syed Nasru Qader)
Zulfigar Ali an eminent education-
ist of the country and a steadfast
practitioner of the art of English
writing. He wrote a weekly column
under the title 'As I See It' in
Observer under the pen name
'Astryx’. He was not a rebel neither
was he brash, but he carried his
love for English language to the last
day of his life. C.E Snow, PG.
Waodehouse, James Joyce and all
other titans of English literature
were among his many compan-
ions. He loved them; he lived them
and encouraged others to discover
the treasure.

Written words are the fountain-
head of civilization. And they on
the ather hand are the offspring of
our thoughts. Our thoughts for
their profundity need constant
stimulation to soar with imagina-
tion, to delve deeper like an
explorer and to seek like a voyager.
Thoughts find permanence in
written words. One must read to
write, confer to speak, more
because, we live in a modem time,
in a world that keeps advancing.
The worth of a country or a society
depends on how well they move
with the time. A country and a
societyreadyand up todatein their
comprehension and knowledge of
the world ride the advances of the
time into the future. Reading
makes us ready. And the habit of
English reading and writing can be
an enabling vehicle for Bangladesh
to ride into the ranks of developed
nations. (

Syed MagsudJamilisa reelance contrib
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