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THIS ONEIS FOR YOU: Argentina's MaxiRodriguez (L) spreads his arms for joy after he opened the goalgate against Serbia and Montenegra in their World Cup Group C encounter whilelegendary Diego Maradona (R) reciprocates from the stands at Gelsenkirchen on Friday,

[Argentina 6 Serbia & Mont0 |

THE GUARDIAN, Gelsenkirchen

The general consensus after this
tournament's first series of
matches was that only Argentina,
Spain and the Czech Republic had
shown the fizz, finesse and fear-
some finishing of potential world
champions. But on the evidence of
Argentina’s awesome desiruction
of Serbia and Montenegro at
Gelsenkirchen on Friday, the
Spaniards and Czechs will have to
up their game considerably if
they're to thwart the boys from
BuenosAires.

Jose Pekerman's troops began
at a cracking pace and were three
up at half-time before adding
another three after the break - two
of the goals, in particular, being
worksofrare beauty.

Serbia and Montenegro are
certainly no mugs - they had con-
ceded only one goal in 10 qualify-
ing matches - but they were domi-
nated from the outsel, Argentina
forcing two comers in the first
minute. Seven minutes later,

Rodriguez knocked the ballwide to-
Juan Pablo Sorin, who helped it on)
to Saviola with a wonderful flick,
The little striker skipped past his
marker to lay the ballinto the path
of the in-tushing Rodriguez, who
finished what he'd started by firing
first-time past goalkeeper
Dragoslav]evric.

Thesecond goal, after 32 min-
utes, was even better, concluding a
majestic 24-pass move that went
the whole Iength of the pitch. The
climax came when Riguelme
exchanged a snappy one-two with
Saviola, who clipped it to
Cambiasso at the edge of the box.
The Internazionale man took one
touch to find Hernan Crespo, who
teturned the ball to him with a
smart back-heel and Cambiasso
blasted it into the roof of the net. If
youdidn'tseeit, don't warry: itwill
be shown on TV everand over again
fordecadesto come.

The fact that Cambiasso had
only come on as a substitute 14
minutes earlier in place of the
injured Luis Gonzalez proved that
in addition to class, speed and
cohesion, Argentina have strength

in depth. When Lioriel Messi and
Carlos Tevez came onin the secont
half, the point was underlined
emphatically.

The third goal was more
straight-forward than the previous
two but illustrated yet another
quality of this exhilarating young
Argentina team: their hunger. Two
minutes before half-time, 5ft &'
Saviola chased a rare punt from
defence and outmuscled 6ft 4'
Mladen Krstajic before twisting
past Milan Dudic and into the box.
His low shotwas blocked by Jevric,
butas ever an Argentine was first to
the rebound, Rodriguez pouncing
toslamithome.

Argentina had the match won
and everyone knew it, from the
elated Diego Maradona dancing in
the stands to the outclassed
Serbian players battling gamely
throughout the second halfin a bid
to preserve their pride. Savo
Milosevic even had a chance to
grab a goal for Ilija Petkovic's
charges, but he headed weakly
wide from six yards after excellent
work on the right by Danijel
Ljuboja.

Though they played with
slightly less adventure in the sec-
ond period, Argentina continued
to zing the ball around via sublime
one-touch foptball or extravagant
dribibles and flicks, Any straw of
hope the Serbians were clutching
to was ripped from their grasp in
the 65th minute, when Mateja
Kezman was harshly sent off for a
two-footed tackle on Javier
Mascherano, even though he got
the ball.

When Messi joined the fray
moments after that the Serbians
mist have feared a massacre and,
sure enough, the precocious
Barcelona forward soon created a
fourth goal, hurtling down the left
to deliver a low cross to the back
post, where Crespo slid it into the
net.

Sixminutes from time, itwas the
turn of another substitute, Tevez, (o
bring his tricks to the party
Collecting a dainty chip from
Mascherano, the 22-year-old
nutmegged one defender then
barged past another before curling
it defily past the keeper's out-
stretchedarm.
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Italy ready for
America's war

AP, Duisburg

If the United States considers its
next game "war," Italyisready.
Even if the Azzusri believe state-
ments made by US forward Eddie
Johnsonwere alittleoverthe top.
"We'll do our talking on the
field. That's what we're hereto do,”
forward Vincenzo Iaguinta said
Thurgday. "But if they consider it
war, then itwill be war forus, too.”
The American team spent
Thursday and Friday nights at
Ramstein Air Base outside
Kaiserslautern, where the United
States playltalytoday:.
Johnson saidWednesday that he
hoped some of the troops® spirit

would transfer overto the US team,

"It's like us in the World Cup.
We're here for a wat," the 22-year-
old forward said. "We came here to
battle, we came here to represent
ourcountry.”

The Americans are coming off a
3-0 loss to the Czech Republic and
need a win to avoid elimination.
Ttaly opened with a comfortable 2-
Owinaver Ghanain Group E.

“A war seems a bit exaggerated
but we'll prepare ourselves appro-
priately,” striker Aiberto Gilardino
said,

. "We're notunderestimating any
of our opponents. This is the game
of their lives, We have to go out and

SEE PAGE 18 COL 8

Awesome Argentina

‘Crespo could have made it six
two minutes later butjevricmade a
solid block. That was only delaying
the inevitable, however, as
Argentina were playing at such a
rarefied’ height their opponents
simply couldn't live with them.
Their sixth goal came in the 88th
minute and was almost as breath-
taking as the second. Afteryet more
slick interplay, Crespo and Tevez
performed a one-two before the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

AFP, Berlin

World Cup leading scorers after Friday's
Argentina-Serbia and Montenegro
match:

2 Bravo (Mexleo), C Tenorio (Ecuadar),
Delgado (Ecuador), Klose (Gemany),
Rosicky (Czech Republic), Cahill
(Australia), Villa'  (Spain), Wanchope
{Costa Rica), Crespo, M’ Rodriguez
{Argentina)

1: Ahn Jung-hwan (South Korea), Sami
Al-Jaber (Saudi Arabia), Al-Qahlani
(Saudi Arabia), Alolsl (Ausiralia), Crouch
(England), Drogba (Ivory Coast),
Fernando Torres (Spain), Frings
{Germany), Golmohammadi  (lran),
laquinta (taly), Jaidi (Tumisia), Jazifi
(Tunisia), Keka (Brazil), Kaviedes
(Ecuador), Koller (Czech Republic),
Lahm (Germany), Lee Chun-soo (South
Korea), Ljungberg (Sweden), Mohamed
Kader (Togo), Nakamura (Japan),
Newville (Germany), Pauleta (Portugal),
Pirio. (llaly), Robben (Netherands),
Gerrard (England), Saviola, Cambiasso,
Tevez, Messi (Argentina), Xabi Alonso
(Spain), Zinha (Mexico)

QUAZI ZULQUARNAIN ISLAM
Ifyou had thought that the perfor-
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mance of South American team
Ecuador was a flash in the pan,
then think again. Ecuadoryetagain
proved their critics wrong by hand-
ing out a 3-0 drubbing to Central
American rivals Costa Rica in a
match that saw them take the lead
in GroupA. Over in Nuremberg, the
English sneaked to a late win over
Trinidad and Tobago. And in Betlin,
Paraguay were sent packing by a
late goal from Freddy Ljunberg,

Alll eyes were in Nuremberg
however as Trinidad coach Leo
Beenhakker looked to pull through
the promise he had made to Sven

English. And he came very close as
well as John Terry had to clear off
the line in the end of the first half.
The islanders held off English
attacks courageously and looked
on the verge of a historic draw.
However, it was not to be as Peter
Crouch made up for his profligacy
in front of goal by putting in a
thumping header. And Gerrard
made the scoreline that much
sweeter by curling in a 25-yard left
foot effort. It was 2-0 in the end; a
result that could be said was unfair
to Trinidad & Tobago, The English
however will be buoyed by the
return. of Wayne Rooney and the
encouraging performances of
Aaron Lennon and David Beckham
who had to contend with a right
back role near the ¢nd. If mathe- |
matical permutations work out in
favour ofthe neutral, thenwe could
well be seeing a England-Germany
clashinthe second round.

In Berlin, there was late drama
as Freddy Ljunberg headed home

ITALY v USA

AGENCIES, Kaiserslautarn

Wary of backlash

Italy fear that the United States'
determination 1o keep their World
Cup hopes alive will make them
dangerous opponents here in
Saturday's Group E match,

The Americans were trounced
3-0 by the Czech Republic in their
opening game and are in danger of
an early exit, while victory for the
Italians could be enough to eamn
themalast 16 place.

"We won't be underestimating
the United' States because they
have to win against us or they're
out,” said Andrea Pirlo, scorer of
Ttaly's first goalin their 2-0 win over
Ghana, which stretched their
unbeatenrun to 19 matches.

"They were well beaten by the

will only make them more deter-
mined to get the three points. They
know that they have to play the
game of theirlives."

Itdly coach Marcello Lippi

Italy (4-3- 1-2}
1-Gianluigi Buffon;

18-Gianluca
Zambrotta, 13-Alessandro’ Nesta, &-
Fablo Cannavaro, 3-Fabio Grosso;
Daniele De Rossi, 21-Andrea Pirta, 20-
Simone Parrotta; 10-Francesco Totii; 8-
LucaToni, 11-Alberto Gilardino.

United States (4-4-2)

18-Kasey Keller; T-Eddie Lewis, 22-
Oguchi Onyewu, 23-Eddie Pope, B-
Steve’ Cherundolo; 15-Bobby Convey,
10-Claudio Reyna, 4-Pablo Mastroen,
17-DaMarcus Beasley; 21-Landon
Donovan, 20-Brian McBride.

SEE PAGE 18 COL &

Czechs intheir first match, but that |

admitted he ‘was surptised by the
gase with which the Crzech
Republicbeat the Americans,

"I was expecting a closer match
because the USA have made giant
stridesin thelast five years," hesaid,

"Theyreached the quarter-finals
ol the World Cup four years agoand
cameherefull afconfidence.”

The ltalians won their opening
Group E game against Ghana 2-0
while Bruce Arena's Americans
suffered a 3-0loss to Czech Republic
intheirfirst ouling atthese finals,

"We can't undervalue the
importance ofthis game, " said Italy
forward Alberto Gilardino,

"For the United States it will beé
the game of their lives given that
they lost their opening match
against the Czechs and they know
that if they mess up again they will
beout. ;

"From our point of view, we
have 1o be focused and very solidin
order to get another three points,
They are a team that like to keep
possession but we have the quality
to put them in difficulty,”" said the
AC Milan striker.

Defender Gianluca Zambrotta
is in line for a recall for Italy after
recovering from the left thigh
strain, which kept him out of the
Ghanamatch.

Tenacious midfielder Gennaro
Gattuso, also absent against the
Ghanaians, is making good prog-
ress after feeling a recurrence of a
right leg injury and could play
SOIE part.

USA coach Bruge Arena said
playing Ttaly is just the sort of chal-
lenge his team needs to show their

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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