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Acolourful procession was brought outin the city yesterday to mark the ‘GrameenPhone Zainul-Kamrul International Children's Art Competition',

More playgrounds for
children demanded

DU CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a rally vesterday
demanded more playgrounds for
children in the capital as well as
acrossthe country.

They said there should be at

least one playground for every

school to encourage games and

sports among the children.
Expressing concern over the

decreasing number of open space

and playgrounds, the speakers said

" if their illegal occupation is not

stopped immediately, a day will
come when the next generation
willnot find a piece of land for their
recreation,

They urged the government to
take necessary steps to retrieve the
city's open space and playgrounds
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Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon and Green Voice form a human chain in front of the National Museum in the city yes-
terday demanding adequate number of playgrounds across the country.

from illegal occupation and main-
tain them properly.

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) and Green Voice, two envi-
ronmental organisations, organ-
ised the rally and a token sports
exercise in front of the National
Museum inthe city to amculnte the
demand-&.
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Chairman of Bishwa Sahitya
Kendra (World Literature Céntre)
Prof Abdullah Abu Sayeed said
regular exercise and sport is essen-
tial for mental and physical growth
ofchildren.

But open space and play-
grounds in cities are being grabbed
by unscrupulous people leading to
an unhealthy environment for
children, headded.

Prof Sayeed said it is a matter of
regret that there is no proper
authority to look after the existing
open spaces and playgrounds as
most of the time these are used for
political, commercial and cultural
purposes.

Besides, lack of open space and
playground fails to inspire the
children and youths for games and
sports, he observed.

Presided over by Prof Nazmul
Ahsan Kolimullah of Dhaka
University, the meeting was also
addressed by former advisor to
caretaker government ASM

Shahjahan, Bapa Vice-president -

Prof Nazrul Islam and sport per-
sonalities Zakaria Pintu, Rokibul
Islamn and Sheikh Md Aslam.

Ctg port container auction June 20

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Gty

Chittagong Customs Authority is
going to put several thousand
containers on sale in the biggest-
ever auction in Chltt& gONg port on
June 20,

The authority has taken the
initiative to ease container conges-
tion at the yards and consequent
congestion of vesselsat the port.

In the backdrop of serious con-
tainer congestion, the customs

authority in a circular in April urged
all consignees for taking deli-very of
containerswithin the next 15 days.
The short notice was given as
four-time penal rent on containers
staying for over 30 days also could
not succeed in easing the container
congestionat the port, sourcessaid.
Chittagong Customs
Commissioner Farid Uddin and
other officials would hold ameeting
with C&F agents to discuss different
aspects ofthe auction on Monday.
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No change in temperature

tomorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty wind is
likely at a few places over Sylhet, Rajshahi, Dhaka and Chittagong
divisions and at one or two places over Khulna and Barisal divisions in
the next 24 hours till 6:00pm today.

Day temperature mayremain nearlyunchanged, Met Office said,

Yesterday's highest temperature of 36 degree Celsius was recorded at
Ishwardiand thelowest of 224 degrees at Dinajpur.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:48pm today and rises at 5:11am

Thehighestandlowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
majorcities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperatiire Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
Max Moming Evening
Dhaka 34.4 27.6 74 T4
Chittagong 33.0 263 B0 87
Rajshahi 355 25.2 80 78
Khulna 35.2 26.5 82 70
Barisal 34.0 28,0 86 64
Sylhet 29.0 228 a7 76
Cox's Bazar - 26.0 78 -
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Death anniversary
of Akikunnessa
Ahmad today

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The 24th death anniversary of
Akikunnessa Ahmad, a noted
writer and pioneer in progressive
women movement in late 40's, will
be observed today, says a press
release.

She was the wife of renowned
litterateur, journalist and politician
of the sub-continent Abul Mansur
Ahmad and daughter of eminent
Islamic thinker and litterateur
Maulana Ahmad Ali Akaluwvi,

Her significant literary works
include 'Adhunika Stree' (Modern
wife) and 'Adhunik Swami' (Mod-
ern husband).

Special prayers were held at her
children'shomes on Friday to mark
thedeath anniversary.

Roundtable on
economic growth
of Ctg today

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A roundtable will be held in
Chittagong today to discuss differ-
ent aspects of economic and busi-
nessactivities.

Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and The
Daily Star jointly organised the
roundtable titled 'Economic
growth of Chittagong: Prospects
and challenges' beginning at CCCI
auditorium at 12:30pm.

NEW COUNTRY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME

Japan identifies 12 sectors
to help reduce poverty

Political feud a major destabilising factor'

UNB, Dhaka

Japan has identified 12 priority
sectors, including private sector
and power sector development,
under its new country assistance
programme to help reduce poverty
inBangladesh.

Japan, the single largest bilat-
eral donor of Bangladesh, reaf-
firmed its support on the "recent
high economic growth" in
Bangladesh despite political and
governance challenges that hinder
the growth potentials,

"Its new assistance programime
reaffirms that Japan will continu-
ously support Bangladesh's sell-

help efforts in development in
accordance with the PRSP issued
by the Bangladesh government in
October last," said a statement on
Thursday.

The statementwas issued mark-
ing the release of Japan's new
Country Assistance Programme
(CAP) issued on May 19.

Other priority sectors are infor-
mation and communication tech-
nology (ICT), tourism, transport,
agriculture and rural development,
education, health, environment,
arsenic mitigation, disaster man-
agementand governance.

The new CAP puts three priority
goals -~ economic growth, social
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Awami League President Shelkh Haslna speaks at a meeting with the party
leaders from Chittagong and Cox's Bazar at the party's Dhanmondi office in

the cityyesterday.

development with human security
and governance -- with the ulti-
mate target of poverty reduction.

"Japan believes that the imple-
mentation of PRSP will bring to
Bangladesh the achievement ofthe
United Nations Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)," the
staternent said, adding that the
CAP also highlights the importance
of cooperationwith other develop-
ment partners like the World Bank,
ADB and DFID.

According to the CAP document
made available yesterday, prob-
lems of governance, such as dis-
continuity in government policies,
persisting corruption and worsen-
ing law and order, have become
serions under a bipolar political
confrontation.

"As a result, Bangladesh cannot
maximiseits potential for develop-
ment and economic growth," it
said, referring to the setbacks
caused by tecurrence of hartal,
which are carried 'out by the oppo-
sition parties as part of their ami-
governmentcampaign.

"Hartals not only directlyhitthe
lives of common citizens, espe-
cially those who live under the
poverty line, but they also serve as
an obstacle to investment and
education, " itsaid.

The document adds: "The
continuing confrontation between
the two main political parties even
after three peaceful regime
changes since 1991 is a major
destabilising factor for people's
livelihood' and' social stability. in
Bangladesh."

On the governance problem,
the document pointed out that
dealing with various issues of
governance remained a great
challenge in realising develop-
ment, including economic growth
and improvements in social indi-
cators.
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LG LCD TV{or thosa with uniqua ;Jermeci ve of the world

The sfim and kght LG LCD TV requires minimal space 10 ba installed. With & sleak and stylish design, the LCD

TV suits a wall, a desk or even your bed room. Hs clear and vivid picture quality will salisty your tachnologically

minded side, while its shim, easity hidden quality will salisty your assthetic taste,
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Buy One Get One

MUB l CELEBRATING THE.
: AlEnctiiLENCE LN LEADERS HILP

Bachelor of
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YEAR

Buy one LG Plasma or LCD and get one LG 14" colorTV Free.
the Opportunity is available till World Cup continues,

Plasma

Model No.
RT-42PX4RV
|MT-50PZ41V.

Price
13,49,900/="
4.24,900/=_|
-~ J4,49,990=

ich

Model No. Price
RT-26LX2R  |1.94,990/= |
AT82Lz50 [2,39,990/= |

»Special opportunity to pay in (1) days
-+ 3cratch and Win s.yan @ e coor v, geta seraton cargand

win any of the 10,000 sure gifts.

% This offer is valid if purchased from @b .- aremY Show room

Butt'erﬂy Marketing Ltd., 71 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Bangladesh, Phone: 7169148, 7168150-3 Fax: 68-02-9561518
E-mail: info @butterily-lg.com Website : www.butterfly-lg.net

#. Only for Cash purchase

take it from the LEADER
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