together an experimental dance drama "The Girl
with Red Ribbons" based on a true story of a gar-
ments workers' life.

Drishtipat's activities include a discussion
forum; the opinionated "community blog", as
well as invitation to guest columnists and inter-
views of activists. The discussion forumis a series
of lively dialogues and debates between mem-
bers of community aboutany humanrights issue.
Anyone can join in and make a comment no mat-
ter how controversial or unconventional it
appears to be. All the conversations are posted
automatically without any moderation by the
administrators. The main aim according to Saleh
is to build and nurture a strong sense of cultural
and nationalistic identity within the expatriate
community through their involvement in action-
oriented projects thatdirectly improve the lives of
the less fortunate in Bangladesh. "We take up an
issue, research itand find ways we, as expatriates,
can add the greatest value whether it is by fund-
raising or by lobbying or by raising awareness”,
says Saleh. "Drishtipat's focusis threefold, ensur-
ing social justice, addressing issues of human
rightsabuse and improving lives in the rural areas
by encouraging social entrepreneurship”, he
adds.

But how effectively can they bring about a
change in the human rights situation in a coun-
try, which is thousands of miles away? Saleh gives
his realistic views on it. "To bring about an overall
change we need change at the pohcy level. So
unless there is a fundamental change in the pol-
icy level on how they view the rights issue, this
won't change the overall situation. What
Drishtipat aims to do is create a stranger voice of
rationality worldwide among the Bangladeshis at
home and in the Diaspora. We want to raise
awareness on specific issues and help the grass-
roots organisation in capacity building and we
aim to take the partisanship out of human rights
issues. At the same time, we want to help make
concrete contributions by providing financial
help by helping some of these victims through
income generating activities." Saleh, a Computer
Science graduate with an MBA in Management
and Marketing has lived in the US since 1992 and
later moved to the UKin 2004.

The greatest gratification for Saleh is when he
meets the people Drishtipat helped. "I always get
blown away seeing that what we did in our spare
time actually changed theirlives forever", he says,
"They don't look at expatriates as people who
don't walk the walk and just do the talk. They see
usasdoers." "
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