Germahs celebrated deep into the
‘night' the hosts notched a late
rivals Poland on

st16 oftheWorld Cup.
ited fans danced through
repts from Berlin's
g gate to. Hamburg's
after over 90 minutes
ought scoreless play,
Oliver Neuville latched
cross from David

.Puflshkeeperhrlur Boruc.
AF 6 here we come,” hcad

I qr. "Our target of
champions is now

in the final quarter hour, Poland
had been bombarded by attacks
and finally caved in when David
Odonkor fed a cross to fellow sub-
stitute Neuville,

"Last. minutel” exclaimed Die
Welt, "Two substitutes help us to
second World Cup win. We are
almostin theknockoutround.”

Germany manager jurgen
Klinsmann went for the throat by
bringing on winger Odonkor for
right back Ame Friedrich in the
63rd minute and Neuville for the
ineffective Lukas Podolski after 70
minutes. :

It was a bold move but proved
the right one and Klinsmann
picked up the plaudits,

"Winning goal ‘seconds before
the end," said bi-weekly magazine

Mcker. "Klinsmann uses the right

'mans rejoice |ate re"ﬂ

jokersagainsttenman Poland."

Unless Costa Rica defeat
Ecuadorintheir second group game
Germany will qualify for the second
round andhave a greatchance to go
throughasgroupwinners.

"The fact we got alate goal may
seem lucky, but it was wholly
deserved,” said Germany captain
Michael Ballack, who sat out the
firstmatch due to injury and was in
a large part responsible for the far
more stable performance from the
German team: Ballack also hit the
bar late in the game on a rebound
after Miroslav Klose too had hit the
woodwork,

"It was a good performance by
the team as we kept on putting
them under pressure, We con-
trolled the gamewell in the firsthalf

ER: German super-sub Oliver Neuville (L) punches the air after s\e ring the injury time winner against Poland as Michael Ballack (C) and
o congratulate him at Dortmund's Westfalenstadium on Wedngidaynlght

and’ pruduud a number of .

chances,” dddvdlhecamam.

Man of the match I"hilipp Lahm
said Germany's superior fitness
hadtoldinthe closing stages.

"I think you could see what goal
meant to us,” enthused Lahm. "We
knewitwouldbedifficult and itwas,

"But we saw that fitness is vital
in football. We kept the tempo high
until theveryend.”

Klinsmann was delighted with
the never say die attitude of his
young team and urged them to win
the group by defeating Ecuador on
June 20in Berlin.

"The team was so offensive and
really wanted the goal. We kept
going and that is what pleased me
most. The team never stopped
believing," Klinsmann purted.

“l was getting nervous and
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Bangladesh fans
enraged

AFP, Dhaka

Police will be deployed' outside
electricity board offices in south-
western Bangladesh during World
Cup matches after an attack by
hundreds of furious fans who
missed Tuesday's Brazil v Croatia
game due to a power cut, officials
said Thursday.

The fans threw stones and
chanted "we want Brazil" outside
the offices in Khulna city on
Tuesdaynight.

"The power supply office can-.

not guarantee that there will be
power during the matches so peo-
ple may attack again,"
police inspector Enamul Hoque
told AP

Board officials were afraid for
their safety and concerned that
equipment could be damaged' by
furtherattacks, he added.

"Therefore officers will be
deployed outside the offices during
allgames from nowon,” he said.

The month-long World Cup is
expected to draw a record televi-
sion audience in sports-mad
Bangladesh where Brazil and
Argentina are the two most popular
leams.

Although only 25 percent of the
140 million population has elec-
tricity, nearly half the nation has
access to television.

in recent years, however, devel-
opment has led to massive short-
ages with demand constantly
outstripping supply: '

Outages can last up to six hours
adayeveninthecapital Dhaka.

The shortages have also led to

violent protests with 17 people

killed in three recentincidents.

AFP, Berlin

There's no time even to sleep at the
World Cup -~ at least if you're a
Dutch fan who won a Radio Caz!
competition to see who could stay
awdke thelongest.

Amid tough competition from
five other diehards, Danny from
Amsterdam won by going without
shuteye for 82 hours, 15 minutes
and 57 seconds. The station saidhe
watched all the games live then
stayed up for post-match fun as he
pusted final challenger Ron, who
finally slumped to the table after
three sleepless nights.

Danny'sreward is two tickets for
the finali

Happybirthday, Kahn
German reserve keeper Oliver
Kahn received a special "birthday
present” as he tumed 37 Thursday,
"First of all, we gave him a nice
win,” joked defender Per
Mertesacker, referring to the nar-
row winover Poland.

"Everyone congratulated him,"
said Mertesacker of the Bayern
Munich star who lost his place this
time round to Jens Lehmann after
starring in the mun to the final in
2002.

Memcansinmisery
Hundreds of Mexico supporters
thought they had pre-booked
tickets but on arrival in Germany
found they have no seats for the
upcoming matches against Angola
and Portugal in Hannover and
Gelsenkirchen,

" arrived on a train and found
around 300 people had the same
problem, " explained Mario Pineda,
42, "In Mexico they (the agencies)

only gave us plane tickets and hotel

reservations, They gave us a form
with addresses of places where to
getthe tickets."

He added they had a ticket for

the opening match with Iran "but

then they gave us an envelope in
which we thought there would be
tickets for the other games. But
there was only a letter saying the
company didn't have them.” He
added they were offered tickets for
other matches not involving
Mexico and hence "ofnointerest.”
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Dear readers, ;
Due to unavoidable reasons, the
draw of The Daily Star-Rangs
Toshiba World Cup Quiz 2006
Round 3 in Sylhet cannotbe held

beheldon June 20.

Sorin,

AFP, Herzogenaurach

Argentina's captain Juan Pabld
Sorin cuts an eloquent dash offthe
pitch with an ear for the telling
quoteand anincisive one onitwith
aneye for theball.

Although less renowned, the
Villareal's attacking wing back
provides cover for the more fragile
playmaking of his better known
clubmate Juan Riquelme.

And Riquelme's freedom on the
pitch is the key to a revival in
Argentina’s World Cup fommes in
Germany.

top archltm:turai college in Buenosg
Aires, also has an intellectual bent
that has been uncommon in the
footballing world since Socrates
graced the field for Brazil in the
1980s.

While a self-deprecating
Francesco Totti penned a book of
his renowned verbal goofs for
charity, Argentina's defender
found equal success in a book
alongside famous Latin American
intellectuals, including the cam-
paigning Uruguayan professor
Eduardo Galeano.

Proceeds from "Grandes
chicos” ("Big boys”") went to help
schools in the northern province of
Santiago del Estero, one of
Argentina's poorest.

"Iwantto help ourkids to regain
hope and give them the space they
deserve,”" the 30 year-old
explained.

"Even if that won't happen just
with this book, they should be able
to count on the minimum for their

Sorin, the son of the dean of the;

upbringing and education without
anytrouble,” he added.

Born in 1976, under Argentina's
then military regime, Sorin has also
given prominent backing to
human rights campaigns.

Helped by his telegenic gaucho-
like looks and piercing gaze, he
honed his communication skills --
a valuable asset for a modern ath-
lete-- on aradio show.

The captain affectionately
nicknamed "Juanpi” also knows
how to play to the more basic
instincts of the national gallery,
amid intense pressure on the two
time World Cup winners after they
were knocked out in the first round
in2002.

"We'll give our souls for the
Argentine shirt at the World Cup in
Germany,” Sorin told a horde of
appreciative national media at the
team's training base in southern
Germanybefore the firstinatch,

He thenadmitted he was moved
by Argentine fans who filled the
49,000 stadium for the team's 2-1
victoryagainstivory Coast.

"The world cup is special. The
atmosphere in a world cup is
unique, distinct. Fundamentally
the support we got from the
Argentine people in the game was
sensational.”

Coining the phrase "23 broth-
ers”, Sorin - who shoved aside the
unselected Juan'Veron as captain --
also subtly made it known that his
squad was not ready to succumbto
the Kind of internal rivalry that has
undermined previous Argentine
efforts.

Sorin emerged from the same

Stable as Diego Marh" bml at

Argentinos Juniors. L

A powerful but skilliul tackler,
his changes of pace contrastwith
the casual way he ambles onto the
pitch.

The 30 year- old s camer has
been somewhat nomadic on the

field as well as off it, betraying a
restless mind. But his gange from
sweeper to left winger has in turn
has given him thekind ofversatility
thathismanagerenjoys. -

"1 know the qualities of
Argentina's players, who can play
in different positions. That
increases the wealth of a team,"
said Pekerman.

During Argentina's ﬁrst Group
C match in Germany, Sorin
switched between an offensive
midfield role, winning balls and
beating players on the left wing, to

a defensive one, d_mp.pmg_;back to

shut down his opponents.

Few of Ivory Coast's dangerous
surges came down his side of the
pitch.

Sorin was snapped up by
Juventusin 1995 after his spell with
Argentinos Juniors.

He went back 1o Argentina and
River Plate a year later, then passed
through the hands of sixtap chibs
in four countries <~ Brazil, France,
Ttaly and Spain -~ béfore he landed
atVillareal n:'arlytwoyahmg

Amid all that he hasmﬂ\'-ageu a
steady run of 70 caps with the
national side, and 10 s, after
leading the under-208 1o a
Youth Championship ﬁﬂ?in 1995 -

- once again under Pekerman's
wing. : :
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WORLD CUP QUIZ 2006

1. ‘Who scored the first goal in the 2006 World Cup?

2. Thesmallestnation tohave playedin the World Cup finals is;
3. Which Asian player scored in three World Cup finals?
4, %m%ﬁdmpﬁmlmtmmmdumgthmgulamma?
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