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Just a few days after the vio-
lentlabour unrestin the coun-
try's garment sector, we had
this 36-hour general strike.
It's comprehensible that the
opposition party likes to have
some electoral reform but we
have a parliament to address
such issues. Go to parlia-
ment and have some con-
structive dialogue to reform
the electoral system - get off
thestreet and let the common
peoplelive. '
Maksood Mohiuddin
One-mail

On police &
policing

"Never get tangled with
police!" ‘When growing up in
rural Bangladesh, we often
listened to this wise advice, We
eyed the khaki-clad, from a
distance, with a weary awe.
This unfortunate relationship
isacontinuation of the colonial
mindset, developed during the
centuries of Union Jack, where
police was akin to an extension
ofthe white flagellum. Forlong,
the white is erased, but the
flagellum remains, still bent to
tame the people. A remnant of
colonial mindset, this
adversarial relationship needs

to be mended, if one desires to
make the police effective and
dccepted.

. Apart from this unfortunate
mindset of adversarial rela-
tionship, there are other issues.
Police is generally portrayed to
be corrupt and brutal. Our
police being insuch a precari-
ous pit of disgrace, a rescue
mission is in order. This heavy
lifting needs a political will and
commitment of resources on
thepartofthe government.

this has to be a multi-

prenged approach addressing
three primary issues:

a) Buildinga bridge of good will
between police and people:
This can only be achieved
through education and re-
orientation of the police, as to
the noble mission of policing.
b) Uplifting police morale by a
fair pay structure:

Nothing is more important
‘than a fair pay scale that can
provide a decent living for all
members of the police force.
They should be able to afford

' modest housing, education for

their children and an optimal

.Status commensurate with
their education, experience
' and expertise. With the current

pay structure, blaming police

for being greedy and less than

moral is rather immoral on the

violence, please

=]

part of tall-talking politicians.

¢) Non-interference from poli-
ticsatlarge: Thisissue needs no
explanation. Thishasalotto do

with police inertia in appre-
hending the bad guys. What is
the point of apprehending a
criminal onlyto see him getting

back to the street through the
backdoor?

Without the benefit of an
effective and honest judiciary,

effective policing is doomed to
degenerateintodfool'sutopia.
Mohammad Zaman

One-mail

Poorpayand
corruption
The all-pervasive corruption
prevailing in the bureaucracy of
Bangladesh largely emanates
from poor pay. Poor pay is the
cause corruption the effect. But
ironically, we do not hear much
" about eradicating the cause,
rather we hear of drastic mea-
sures against the effect. But the
harsh! l!za.l,lty is that keeping the
cqunp}n 173 a eﬁ'i:ct citn never

f the publlr:servnms in
h are very poor not
commensurate with the needs of
decent living. So, many of them
become corrupt against their will.
If most of the people start disobey-
ing law law cannot be enforced.
Therefore, the anti-corruption
measures do not bring the desired
changes in bureaucracy. They need
to increase salaries of the public
suwnnmwetalumea more. Ifsuch
better pay is provided, most of the
public : ts will shun corrup-
ﬁnno'ﬂlwlt would be easy to make
all out efforts to prevent the small
number of civil servants from
rsnoﬂing. to corruption. Thus,
remarkable changes can be
expected.

We have heard very little

ig haw to pay the public
servanls a onable salary. But
this puilﬂ’ should have been given
utmost importance to ensure
goad governance. Our govern-
ment does not have the financial
strength to increase the salary of
the civil servants significantly at a
time. Such huge resource mobili-
sation from domestic sources is
almost Impossible. In the present
international context, it is easy to
collect funds from donors.
Moreover, it involves harsh condi-
tionality sometimes very sour to
devour. :

Then, should the situation
continue? Is there no way out to
pay the civil servants a reasonable
salary tosetthem free from corrup-
tion? In the backdrop of non-
n.vuﬂnbilityuf domestic and foreign
resources, a mechanism can be
instituted in acleast the public
offices, which are providing ser-
vices. A certain amount of facilita-

tion fee can be imposed against
provision of services that cdn be
paid by the service takers to the
public servants providing service.
The facilitation fee can increase
pay to the public servants signifi-
cantly. Thus the public servants
can be motivated to work better.
Under this mechanism, since
provision of services would be
speedier, the service-takers would
be happy to pay the facilitation fee.
Firstly, to testits efficacy, this mech-
anism can be instituted in several
officed, IF it works well | lit‘ean be
extended to other public offices as
well.

Mindless persistence with the
old notions would lead us to ruin-
ation. To bring changes in our
bureaucracy leading to people's
welfare, let's start thinking up
somethingnew.
Dr.Md.Abdur Rouf
Associate Faculty
Dhaka Center
Royal Roads University, Canada

Our leaders

The leaders of our country baffle
me. Both our Prime Minister and
Leader of the Opposition like to
present themselves as mother
figures, hugging children, comfort-
inginjured victims by stroking their
heads in the way mothers do in our
country, andsoon.

~ Yet, I am frequently shocked by
the insensitive remarks that they
make about their political rivals. 1s
this the behaviour we expect from
ourmothers?

Sanjoy Kumar Nath

Chirtagong

Tata'sinvestmentplan
I fully support the views of AFM
Mainul Islam expressed in his
letter, published onJune 13, 2006.

I have been following the write-
ups of many eminent citizens who
explained it clearly that Tata's
investment in our country will not
help us inany way; in fact, itwill be
disastrous. Experts say that the gas
reserves in our country will last
another 15 years only. If the govern-
ment allows Tata to invest, gas will
be devoured in no time, then what
willhappen to us?

We urge the government to drop

the plan of accepting Tata's pro-
posal.

NurJahan

Chittagong

Whynotamega
serialon 19717

The nature of entertainmentinthe
electronic media is changing in
accordance with its commercial
needs . Sometimes the contents of
a singledrama are beingstretched
to un-ending episades. It seems
Hiferie 1§'an actite shortage 'of good

storiesor shortage of talents inthis |

field, which  are affecting the
quality of television dramas. It
could be the impact of Indian
drama serials where characters
with heavily made up faces, wear-
-ingall sorts of jewelleries and heavy
dresses, perform as poor village
women or housewives. I strangly
believe our history, society, and
culture have enough potential to
be a good source for great serials
which can be commercially viable
as well. A mega-serial on our
Liberation War will be a valuable
addition.

Kabir HossainTaposh

Paribag, Dhaka

Tata's steel plant
proposal

Much is being written on the sub-
ject inyour letters column, which is
not technically accurate.

The question of using natural
gas for melting iron ore or sponge
iron forsteel makingis notinTata's
proposal which uses the reaction
process followed by electric  fur-
nace melting. The electric power
for melting will come from Tata's
proposed coal fired pawer plant.
Thelacuna of Tata's proposal is the
finished product mix. Bangladesh
needs more longs (billets) rather
than flats (sheets).Only sheet
production is proposed by Tata
which is to be exported. It has no
scope to produce longs. I had
earlier suggested in one of my
letters on the subject that Tata
should revise the proposal chang-
ing their product mix and use coal
gas as the reducing medium,
instead of natural gas.

Regarding the CSM proposal,

The whole world was waiting with great enthusiasm to
enjoy the match of Brazil, which is considered the coun-
try of football artists. They are the top seeded and hot
favourites this year. But the star-studded team disap-

pointed football fans.

From the very beginning of the competition, there was
a huge expectation from Brazil, This actually influenced

their game negatively. As the tournament s not over yet,
the Brazilians should concentrate on their game and

prove that they are the very best in the worid

~ Shoaib M. Siddiqui
~ Dhaka City College

in those days I was the Chief
Executive of CSM and I strongly
opposed the (MECON) Indian
praoposal to produce sponge iron
using our natural gas and export
most of it to India, and melt a
small quantity in CSM in electric
furnace using our scarce local
power resources! It was a way of
value addition for India using
our natural gas resource at a
cheap price. The proposal as it
then stood did not benefit
Bangladesh at all. Thankfully,. it
was stopped, though certain
autharities were very upset with
my strong opposition to the
proposal.

S.A.Mansoor
Gulshan 1, Dhaka

Political turmoil
The main opposition Awami
League (AL)-led 14-party alliance
markedthe

Dhaka siege programme with
panic, tension and terror. Their

demands were removal of all
election commissioners along with
the CEC, electoral reform and
preparation of voter list in accor-
dance with HC verdict.

But the means chosen was far
from acceptable tothe people?
MAH Nazim
Universityof Dhaka

Rights of people
I wish 1o write in agreement with
the letter of Salahuddin Ahmad

NEW BUDGET

about the status of the indigenous
people of Bangladesh. He ended,
"If they are indigenous people,
thenwho we Bengalees are?”

As a British racist, I sympathise
entirely. We live in the British Isles -
I really do not like the expression
‘United Kingdom' as many of the
Irish, Welsh and Scottish people are
inferior races to us Anglo-Saxons
although they occupied the land
before we did. We are the tue
British people and [ object strongly
to all the attention that is paid (o
minority rights etc. For instance,
the Welsh [anpuage is truly impos-
sible and the poor children who go
to school there have to learn it and
the taxpayersare subsidising this!

Moreover, we have all these
immigrants coming into our coun-
try who make us feel that the coun-
try is no longer truly ours. Why, in
some parts of London, you walk
down the street and people with
white faces are now in the minority!
This is true of several areas in our
bigcities!

This is a disgraceful state of
affairs. Why should they have their
rights as minorities, and make us,
who are still, thank God, in the
majority, feel, "Who are we?" Our
senseofidentityis beingdisturbed.

Britain for the British, I say and
Bangladesh forthe Bengalees!
Angela Robinson
Lalmatia, Dhaka

Corruptionatthe
top level

It is no longer a secret that we are
the most corrupt nation in the
world. But every malady has a
remedy. We are fortunate that
corruption is not an  incurable
disease like AIDS. Just a few years
ago, | read in a newspaper article
that corruption spread in China
like an epidemic.

But the Chinese authorities
applied the theory of velvet glove
on an iron fist. They executed
severil top-level officials and the
resultis known, They were notonly
successful in curbing corruption
butitadded animpetus to China's
progress towards prosperity. China
is now the second largest economy
intheworld.

I and some of my friends were

e

discussing about our country and
came (o the conclusion that we
have to do something drastic. But
the most reticent friend of mine
burst with a piece of information
at the end of the discussion ses-
sion. He asked us whether we knew
that the Malaysian government
had confiscated an astronomical
amount of black money of a
Bangladeshicitizen.

Later in our discussion, we
suspected foul play in our subma-
rine cable connection, What eould
be:done free of cost  will now be
done at a huge cost. Who is respon-
sible for squandering the hard
earned money of our people? Will
the top level policy-makers still go
untouched?

Whither justice!

Tawhid Shams Chowdhury
BRAC University

Dirty democracy!

Since the victory of the right wing
Hamas in the Palestinian parlia-
mentary election, the so called free
world and democritic powers
started taking revenge on the peo-
pleof Palestine.

Unfortunately, the role of the
world powers remains confusingin
this complex situation. What on
earth would convince them that
their actions are not helping the
causeof democracy.

" SabbirAhmed

Universityof Dhaka

Anappealtothe
opposition

I'm a student currently appearing
in my A-Level examinations under
the

University of London, United
Kingdom. Our exams are currently
being held in Dhaka and other
major cities in the country.
However, there is a possibility that
the opposition parties may decide
to observe a 48-hour/ 72-hour
hartalin the coming weeks.

If such is the situation, then our
exams for this session will be
cancelled.

As a result, we will lose one
entire year. Besides losing a year,
the financial expenses that our
parents/guardians have borne will

bewasted.

This would also mean that we
have to take admission in the
school again and also go fopcoach-
ing classes for another year. This
will be an immense expenditure on
our parents, especially for the
middle-income families.

Therefore, 1 would earnestly
request the opposition parties to
kindly consider the situation and

postpone any strikes until the end
of theexamsinend June, :
A.Sultana il A Ty § e

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Road accidents

There should a comprehensive
road and transport policy in
Bangladesh. The road policy
should follow the construction
method of developed countries
and take into account the current
situation in B:mgladeu.h The
policy should loak into lhe follow-
ings:

1.Onthe highwayulhmshmdd
not be any shops or stares within
200 feer.

25 l'hchlghwaysshouldﬂnmmst
arens  and stores can be con-
structed in that l‘pucﬁ ' 'nssen-
gers. o
3. Highway police shquld be
equipped with modem gdgels 1o
improve safety. i

The government uh
into the matter. f
Choudhury Hasan :
On e-mail -

Inol:

e
Cill

Good defence!
The match Trinidad & Tabago vs.
Sweden was an example of how
defensive play could help the
weaker side hold their own. Costa
Rica had the same problem
against Germany, th _they
played loosely and couldn’e mIIy
stop the incoming left and righ
mid-fielders fromm cro:
Trinidad & Tobago ll.'amed. the
lesson and saved themateh,
Sweden must say it was not
really their fault. They nfayed well
but their opponents fmmm
theirmoves.
Tahsin Hyder
Maple Leaf InternationalSchaol
Dhanmondi,Dhaka =~

Finance and Planning Minister M Saifur
Rahman proposed the budget of Tk
69,740 crore for the FY 2006-07 in the
parliament on June 8. If we examine the
pros and cons of a budget, we can deter-
mine whether a budget is pro-people
and visionary or not. To me, the pro-
posed national budget of Bangladesh is
visionless, over-ambitious and lack-
lustre. I read the full text of the budget
exhaustively, but it seemed to be very
traditional and mundane. It lacked high-
yielding economic innovations, sophis-
tication and acumen. The Tax Revenue
(NBR) income target is 58.9% which may
bheambitious. Butitis positive thatwe are
going to minimise our dependence on
foreign donors. The most objectionable
aspect of the proposed budget is its ele-
phantine ADP of Tk 26,000 crore. I thinkit
isnothing but a political bonanza for the
ruling party rank and file to loot the state
coffer. ADP does not incorporate any

-

visionary project that will bring long-
term returns for the country. The pro-
posed budget lacks farsightedness in
farm subsidy. Tk 12,000 crore has been
earmarked for agricultural subsidy, but
our Finance Minister did not mention
how the allocation would reach the
farmers. The politically powerful mid-
dlemen can avail this opportunity. The
proposed budget has no special alloca-
tion for power generation and creation of
employment opportunities that are vital
for the country at present. Plus, in the
proposed national budget there is no
specific allocation to buttress SMEs and
rejuvenate the moribund capital market,
Mr. Saifur Rahman admitted that mere
duty rebate couldn't check the price
hike. To control it rampant corruption,
extortion and syndicated market manip-
ulation should be eliminated simulta-
neously. ButMr. Rahman did notaddress
these issues in his budget. I think the

proposed budget is not supportive at all
to materialise the PRSP and fulfil the
MDGs. The fuel price hike will exacer-
bate the skyrocketing inflation that will
punish the marginalised people. At pres-
ent our country is suffering from acute
power crisis, So, we hoped that the power
sector would be underlined in this bud-
get. Actually, to boost industrial produc-
tivity and woo more FDI, we need to
revamp our power sector with urgency. 1
hope the Finance Minister will pay heed
to the concerns and post-budget feed-
backs of the taxpaying people, opposi-
tion partiesand renowned economists.
We hope that pest-budget parlia-
mentary discussions will be more
vibrantand productive.
MollaMohammad Shaheen
DeptofEnglish, DU
The budget has been subjected to
severe criticism. The focal point of this

criticism is block allocation, which if
not utilised properly could be a means
of political exploitation. A new
programme “Government Safety Net"
would be taken up to allocate the
money as a form of loan to the unem-
ployed and poor people, | I:hlnk if this
programme is successful it would be a
step forward to poverty alleviation. The
question of decentralisation has come
under focus in the recent gears Most of
the development works are gettmg
concentrated in Dhaka. Il.is notgoadfor
the country's overall progress. So, if this
safety net programme i$ duly operated
in the rural areas for educational aswell
as development process it, it may pro
duce good results. But the prob
our country is the lack ofintegrity
peaple at different levels of rnmen-
tal activities. So caution is needed.
SaylaSowat Siddiqui ;

Elephant Road, Dhaka




