energy policies and environmental

The World Economic Forum began
& two-day Asian meeting in Tokyo
‘on Thursday to discuss concerns
ranging from the environment to

regionalintegration.

Some300 people -- government

i ofﬂ:inlﬁ business leaders and
( cs -- from 27 countries
ered at the forum with the

concerns, particularly in China,
amid soaring global oil prices as
well as the emergence of the Indian
econamy.

"My particular interest in why
this forum is so important is the
changing nature of global com-
petition and challenges faced by
Asian nations," Henry
McKinnell, chairman of US drug

me, "GfeatlngaNewAgendn for giant Pfizer, told a news confer-
e Mmhtegmﬂnn ence,
 Th Wuﬂd Economic Forum on Japanese participants are led by

uitd economic coopera-
in m in a bid to maintain
ble

Finance Minister Sadakazu
Tanigaki and Economy, Trade and
Industry Minister Toshihiro Nikai
as well as Bank of Japan Governor
Toshihiko Fukui, who is embroiled
in an ethics scandal.

India eyes FTA
with Japan
this year

AFP, Tokyo

Among government officials
from the region are Zhang
Xiaoqgiang, vice chairman of
China's National Development
and Reform Commission, Indian
Minister of Commerce and
Industry Kamal Nath and US
Undersecretary of the Treasury
for International Affairs Tim
Adams.

The World Economic Forum
was set up in 1971 bringing
together policymakers and experts
in the Swiss winter resort town of
Davos. !

It has since branched out to
hold regional meetings and been
countered by the rivalWorld Social |
Forum of anti-globalization
activists.
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Senior officials of Dhaka Bank Ltd pose for photographs with the participants in a discussion on internal control and

compliance organised by the bank on Saturday in the capital.

FHOTO: DHAKA BANK
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' Stmlgmst Bank Ltd organised a workshop on 'Credit Card Operation and Proceduras' for its officials recently in

PHOTO: SOUTHEAST BANK

India said Thursday it hoped to
strike a free-trade agreement with
Japan by year end as the countries
said they would encourage smaller
Japanese businesses to invest in
manufacturing

Visiting Indian Minister of

Commerce and Industry Kamal
Nath expressed confidence at
developing stranger trade ties with
Japan, which has invested far more
incloserneighbor China.

“Ithinkby theend of the year we

should be able to put an economic

partnership agreement with Japan

inits place," Nath told reporters at
ithe World Economic Forum for
{EastAsia underway inTokyo.

He said he was confident on
reaching a partnership, which
would include a free-trade agree-

'ment, even though the two coun-
\tries have not launched negotia-
‘tions on the deal which remains in
thestudystage.

India, whose star export indus-
try hasbeen services, is seeking the
development of its manufacturing
base, which hasbeena cash cow for
China.

US lawmakers
vote to stop

foreign airline

buyers

AFP, Washington

US lawmakers voted late

- Wednesday to stop foreigners from

buying up USairlines.

The291-137 votein the House of
Representatives amending a trans-
portation bill, if adopted and
passed also by the Senate, threat-
ens to delay an open sky agreement
between the United States and the
European Union.

"We have a nine billion-dollar
surplus balance of payments in
aerospace trade with the North
Atlantic Community,” Democrat
James Oberstar said during the
debate of the amendment he spon-
sored.

"We should not let their airlines
and their financial interests control
US carriers and decide which
markets they will serve and what
type of aircraft they will buy"
added the representative for
Minnesotu.
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Chittagong Port 25
Barthing position and performance of vessals as on 15/6/2006 VY.
Berth  Nameof Cago  LPol Local  Diol ‘Leaving Import
Na. vessels call agent artival L disch
an Odigitria Wheat  Ulra Litmond  18/8 &8 1583
PHOTO: ESQUIRE ELECTRONICS | |2 Banglar Gourab  Wheal{G) K.Din  Banam  20/5 168 -
Esquire Electronics Ltd, the sole distributor of Japan's Sharp and General | U3 Tong Shan Hai C.Clink  Sing MBL 1 216 1067
brand electronics and home appliances, opened its 21st showroom on ﬁ m;ldsmh 2‘.}%‘?,’9, 5::"" E:SEL :1‘-;5” \ :g m
Gulshan Avenue in Dhaka recently. Director of the company Arifur Rahman, | 7 gangagorak Cont ah Bdshp 906 18 87
among others, was presentatthainaugural function. 4B Leonis Urea Use PSAL 225 198 934
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Vessals dua at outsr anchorage A
Mama of vessels Daleof  LPot Llocal  Typeol - Loading
amival cal agent cago poits
Deng Hai 158 Nant KSL C.Cink - 17200Ctg
Pufau Bulan 145 Batt Pacfic  Seraping -
Kota Petani 188 Sing Pi(@d)  Cont Mong
OEL Excallence 1718 Pip PSSL Cont Sing
PHOTO: PREMIER BANK | Yongxing 16/6 Col PSSL gunt Cal
African Protea 1756 Viza Saraf Slag -
Senior officials of Premier Bank Ltd pose for photographs with the iy 118 Sing Veqa o
participants in a foundation training course organised by the bank | w5 vanai 178 Col Sadeon m’ Col
recently inDhaka. Bilox Balla 1718 Odess  Litmond  Wheat(P} -
Xuan Cheng 1718 - Cosco  Cypsum T3P
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I Liban Car 18/8 Sin NYK Vahi -
CURRENCY KonRain a S AG) G . Sag
Kota Rajin 19% Sing Pil@d)  Cont Sing
Golden Globe 1816 - AMBL  WheatlP) ~
Following {3 Thursday's {June 15,2006) forx trading statementby Standard Chartered Bank Tankar dua
Sall Buy Gaz Millinnaum 17/6 Hald MBI Ammania
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Vessols not ready
Local Interbank FX Trading compared lo between 15.00 and 25.00
Local intarbank FX market was active on - praviausly. Al Meztuba Suga(P)  Chenn  Cin 1275
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Local Money Market currancies on Thursday, as the ;ud-lfrhshhamm;d gu%nlr :'!u;ls gslnc ;‘: a0
i anglar Shourabl .0 a
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batween 2500 and 30400 percent factoredinbyinvestors. The iibove are tha shipping position and performanca of vessals at Chittagong Port as per berhing shest
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