CENT-REFOI.D:'_'

HE bus crawled through

* the jam at the Jatrabar
Jintersection, and all the

shop signs finally began

to read ‘Dhaka’, Tisighed as the first

pangnfdisappomtmentsurfaced i
' was back in Dhaka, Suddenly, it hit

Cme. A ﬂashback from a not—so-
i d1stant past.

“See that? There used to be a
roundabout right at the centre; a
green patch filled with trees, and
the railings covered with posters.
The shopping mall you see right

opposite wasn't there. 1 dont
remenmber what was.” i

We turned right, a

The microbus s;ned dok Armort 7

: Raad and the Dhake Gate came
into’ view, _At the back, the four

children che__'nsd madly: “Ain't no

city like my Dhoka city!” one

sareomed and  soon tfr!?;v were, ": ;

b

1 looked around me;
wasn't one of my
passengers, certami.

ami I

ependent
uses wi th front

lawns or big gardens.
_ We passed the neglected bit of

Land that had, until récentl‘y, bee;

. the Sweepers' Colony, and in the
- Dhaka I once knew, a park. Wesped
 past Tejgaon, I harnarking on the
 large handicraft store, and
bright and shmy car showraoms-'
h R

the 90's, when I‘d been gmwing:

up. Some af the O'Id smeits st;u
Aantolian 3

. j',frnm the soap fattom i
Preserrtly. we passed th_&_ Saatﬁ._
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and headed towards Karwan Bazar.

. The old five star hotel loomed up
_ahead. I remarked how this area,
“housing the headquarters of quite:

a few private television channels

and a few newspapers (including
our uwn) had become something of -

hub  over

h“ge’
_,camplex it housed. and all h v es e
i "Can Vo 1magme youve got |

‘ \

i
by the hospitals, schools and
universities sprouting up like
fungal growths everywhere,
replacing the trees, the open

spaces, and the single-unit houses
with theirgardens.

We turned around -and shot.

down Manik Mia Avenue, which was
once ‘a boulevard bordered by

Radhachura trees, if my

memory . serves .me

and the Trade Fa1r area, which had

two ﬂyuvers on you now?" 1 asked

h as we soared over
/ Mohakhaﬁ, luokmg down at DOHS,
‘which had, after resisting change- :

.mundabmjt hena toc

'_'Shcl:ts, ma'.l and ma
.j-theeye,;amf every|

discern my mood, hut.',by npw,

‘we've passed thchQh part BFI{emal
hle:

“are waiting at the i

Gulshan 2. “There usg“«;:i be a' .

ﬁewéfestu:kinthejam wetalked:- i
- about the classy summit centre

.

AL

fcrso rnany y&ars ﬁnally begun to '




