'.'- to the sluggish
lker Ronaldo after

‘-.': taregolden.”
em, an 18-year-old

5 "Tve mme fo.terms with people

rwcrmgﬁtng nie as a foatballer, but
w!wft Iﬁwme: to my family thar's
'I u,'ml 't accept and never

nd captain David
‘hits back at German
Id which lampooned his
ther and sons.

s m;lqpnken much Luis
$ reacting (0 a question
airing Xavi and Xabi
inmidfeld.
: memasmum_mgJvumn-
mrj‘r a{.-m.srmfum sport,”
legraph goes wild
: S-Iuleﬁiur af Japan,
( ‘s [irst win in World Cup
Histang,
pu sustain that over four
ou'll bhmp our, you'll end

00 ng more like a soccer ball
-'i -['a | cg'r_p{u.“x'

ician Karen Inge warns
an men about snacking
hing the Socceroos on

ric _n plaﬁ'rs take it very easy
nk llwy are going 1o win

ire you deaf or what? [ said |
:mﬂ ‘tmakeanycontment.”

l?er refuses to say why he
wﬁlynd outonteam, only (o return

mlﬁetmofihemntch

s Eng!aml might do well, and

‘although theyre missing Rooney,

they lave got Crouch. Fle can score

goals, eant he? Hes a typical
alscarer,”

England's lanky striker has a
fanin 1978 Argentinian World Cup
wiugm‘hh:inlﬁxmpea.

T

Extra time' for
sex workers

a‘\ﬂ'. Berlin

Sex workers in Berlin have gone
into extra time at the World Cup
and are doing double shifts to cash
i'n, a German newspaper said
'esdu.y

: tlin's hookers are groaning -
L ﬂII bmmels are creaking at the
seams, " mass daily Bild reported.

"In some establishments the
girls already have to put in double
shifts owing to the World Cup,” the
paper added, saying clients were
mttuallyqueuingup 10 getin to the
host nation's 'Freudenhauser’
(licerally, fayhnuqen)

ne taxi driver was quoted as
saying he had taken a fare from four
would-be customers of some of the
capital's estimared 8,000 prosti-
tutes,

"Buttheywere turned away. The
places aretoo full.”

German police said last week
there were no signs of forced pros-
titutionbeingon the rise.

Be that as it may, with around a
milliqn fans having come over for
the: month:long football show-
piece and with prostitution ILng in
Germany, supply is clearly meeting
demand.

Bild guoted Josephine Conte of
Berlin's upmarket Bel Ami estab-
lishment, one of 400 "joy houses”
in the city, as saying demand had
gone through the roof and that her
employees were having to pur in
"special shifts."

‘She explained: "We have VIP
reservations right through to the
end of the tournament. Sometimes
we don't know where to put all the
men!”

According to ‘Toy’, a 21-vear-old
woman doing the morning shift
with seven colleagues, "the guys
come for a massage as they want to
relaxbeforethe game."

But "the guests must be patient
with waiting times of up to two
hq_igm‘accurdingm(tnnm
.~ It's hard work, says another
-"[or ablonde aged 23 who says she
Sometimes puts in a 16-hour day,
 though some of that is on call aftér
: aregular shift.
= AWe are earning as much in one
'ﬂgy as we normally would in a

* “But after the World Cup I'll
E@ul‘mlldny :
ational organisations ane

e 3 __fﬁems warned in the
g the tournament that
‘being forced to travel
'I‘ur the Warld Cup o
‘prostitutes for an army of
: fans and that up to 40,000
women could beabused in this way.

: any legalised prostitution
in 2002 meunning that brothels can
advertise their services openly,
which many are doing. Procuring,

, however, remainsillegal,

FHOTC: AFP

Brazilian forward Ronaldo (L) is tackled by Croatian defender Igor Tudor during thelr World Cup Group F game at

Berlin Olympic stadium on Tuesday.

Critics sharpen Ronaldo knives

AEP, Beriin

Romaldo's subdued display. for
Brazil against Crouatia in the eham-
plons’ World Cup opener has rekin-
dled the debate about whether he
is Airenough tokeep his place in the
lineup.

Astde from one brief moment in

Tuesday's match, when he moved:

forward with some urgency to fire
just over the bar, Ronaldowas indo-
lent for the 69 minutes he played in
the 1-OopeningwininBerlin,

With Ronaldo a:rugfg]mg. AC
Milian star kaka rescued the ol
erswithafine individual strike.

Ronaldo, the two-tirme World
Player of the Year, came into the
finals with o question mark hanging
over him alter an injury-ravaged
anel chaotic season at Real Maeleid
saw him score just o dozen goals,
while extending his und the club’s
tophylessspell to three vears.

Since arriving in Germany, he
has been plagued by blisters and i
fever, but it is the weight issue
which will not go away in his third
World Cup finals

Tuesday’s sluggish showing wis
more than dejavu - after all the 29+
vear-ald headed for Asia four vears
ago having endured a slew of knee
operations which restricted him to

barely 70 games in five seasons ot
Inter Milan. -

Cinee there, the Fhenomenoi’
blew away all the doubis in style
with eight goals, including a pairin
thies b win over Gerrmiy.

tiut on the cusp of 30 the exti
few kilos are making a dilference,
uncl Ronaldo's growing irritaticn
with the Rscination shown by the
world's media, fans and even
Brazil's presidentregarding howhe
tips the scales are throwing an
uncomiortablespotlight on bim.

Wherens Honaldo answered all
his-eritics in Jupan, he failed w do
so pgainst the Croatians, who could
hardly believe they were up against
the man who hads scored i many
Watld Cup goals as Pele and who
stunds just two behind all-time
pecard holder Gerd Mullve

It was very easy. 've played
against him before and iowas very
difticule,” said Croatian defender
Roberr Kovace after Tuesday's
encounter,

"Hee must be tired,
tauched the batl.”

he hardly

Goalscorer Kaka spoke up fors

his teammate.

"Honaldao says he's vet 1o reaeh
his ideal level of fitness,” he siid,
while pointedly adding i was the
defensive shape of the side which
lefralonto be desired,

Coach Carlos Alberto Pareira
has an the past indicated thar he
would no sooner drop Ronaldo
than Sven-Goran Eriksson waould
" dispense with England skipper

Pavid Beckham, but he admitted
his striker was “lacking a little
Sharprness”.

“He has notheen playing for the
past bwo manths and has had only
two felengdlies so it was natural he
felt o bit heavy as it was very hot,”
the coieh uddecd.

Bespite his disappointing
showing, Ronaldo was no less
anonymaous than stike pariner
Adriano and it was left o
Ronaldinho to try his hand at cen-
tre-forwand when he went close
with a late header [ollowing a
superb run and cross from the
ageing Cafu,

For defender Ze

Hoberto, the

supplyline to Ronaldo was another

mitigating factor.

“The main difficulty was we
were up agamse a side who kepe it
very tight ar the back and blocked
us. | think the hear also played a
pare-we wereabittired.

‘It wils the first game and we
were alittle it nervous," he added.

For fuventus star Emerson, "you
have to take into account it was our
first game and there are various
things to tighten up, But what
mutters are the three poines and
that's what we came out to do
here”

Ronoldo himself was unwilling
to discuss the match, bur he will
have o lind his appetite in time for
what could prove a physical
encounter against Group F co-
leaders Australia in Munich: on
Sunday.

Press lambasts sorry France

AEP, Paris

‘The French press on Wednesdliy were
typically scathingin their assessiment
of Les Bleus' performance in their
openingWorld Cup mateh, i 0-0 draw
with Switzerland.

Sports daily L'Equipe went for a
double entendre, alluding to both the
stiffling heat in Stungart and the fact
thatFrance could ensily havelost.

"We had ithor,” screamed its front
page, although the meaning in French
can also be munslated as: "We got
awaywithit!"

Their picture shows a desperate
late save from goalkevper Fabien
Harthez with his foot at point blank
ritnge from Swissstnker Daniel Gy

“France could only manage
frustrating 0-0 draw with solid
Switzerland for their opening World
Cup match.” it continued. “Lacking

ideas, power and spontaneity, les
Bleus remain confident five days
ahead of their clash with South Korea,
whobeatTogo2-1."

OUn the inside, L'Equipe shows a
picture of shrugging teammates
Zinedine Zidane and William Galls ar
Inggerheads in the second half of the
1998¢champions’ inept display.

The damning verdicts continued
from Liberation whose assessiment
was: "Withour puff. With a draw
against Swirzerland, France messed
upit'sWorld Cupstart.”

Onthe inside, Liberation pulled no
punches: “Youstink," wasthejistofit's
play:on-words with the word Frunce,

The F was confined to brackets leav-

ing the wond "rance’, which means a
rancidsmell.

“Despite the indefatigable
(Frunck) Ribery. les Blues could not
hidle their failings in a laboured draw
withSwitzerfand.”

L Parisien seemed o ke alighter

wone with its headline: "We didn't
wint®

But then it joined the Blews-
bashing brigide by adding: "Under o

stiffling heat in Stuttgart, les Bleus
lncked thythmand decisiveness.”

And in a final blow the newspaper
piled on the pressure: “Already they
have no room for emor and must beat
SouthKorea onSunday.”

It seemns all is not well among the
players. As well as the spat between
Zidaneand Gallasa perturbed Thierry
Henry reacts angrily in L'Equipe o a
question about France's attacking
impotence,

“You're a linle bit nasty. Let's be a
little bit jingoistic,” he replied before
insisting France had created several

~chances and should have had a first

halfpernalty.

‘The final word, went o L Equipe,
a]mady muking unhelpful compari-
suns (o France's dismal title defence

Jm 2002 when they failed to score in

losing two of their three group games
10 bow out at the first stage of the
competition.

*France could not win a slow and
tight gmie which his reignited the
firesof doubtandinadequacy,” igsaid.

Itis uphillall the way for the undet-

* fire French from nowon,

'We can make last 16'

INT I'H\li‘ Ty mrrfu.'. il

Dick Advoeaat believes Sotith karea
have a tighting chanee of making
the [ast 16 after stonning back 1o
defear’Togo.

The 2002 semifinalists were
stunned when the Alrican nation,
new at this level, took the lead
through Mohamed Kader.

Butthe turning pointcame when
their skipper Jean-Paul Abalo was
sentofffor two yellow cards.

South Korea took full advantage,
and secured a 2-1 victory thanks to

spectacular goals from Lee Chiirs
saound substiture Aln lung-hwan,

Advocaat saick: "It is our first
vigtory in the World Cupin Europe,
and s soumportannt,

“IF vour win the first gome vou
ave o chunee to sty i the LoD -
ment. o yoo lose, vo make e dilin-
celetor yoursell,

“Nou dan see from the teams whio
woinl thedr trst game what it means
totherm. Thereliefis evident.”

Advaocaat chunged 10 4 more
attitcking formation in the secomnd
half, and it paid dividencds.

He said: "We were like two differ-
ent sides. The team were nervous at
thestart, and so wereTogo.

“But the players stayed calm at
the break and it worked out for us in

theenl.

"We ook
wirked hid

Tl was fornuesare o have worked
utit tor us, but | thigk our luck wis
well deserved

Atlvociar pruised Ahn, saving:
THe made o difference, and 1 was
pleased for him that he got on te
scoresheer,”

Ot Plister was back in the fold
a5 logo coach alter walking out at
the weekend m o row over unpaid
banuses.

Plister was angry at the way his
team went about their business.

He said: “If you coach an African
team, you have 1o respect your
opponents. Everyone was over-
gonfident, and we paid ghe price.”

a lot of risks and

Vhign autdgraphs ' for yeun,

Tostao blasts
bureaucratic
Brazil

AFP, Brasifia

The Brazifian press on Wednesday
expressed dissadsfiction with the
nation’s footballers [ollowing their
narrow 10 win over Croatia in their
openingWorld Cup clash the previous
evening,

"A meagre victory -- they didn't
produce the fireworks the world was
expecting,” was how 0 Globo saw the
win by Carlos Alberto Parreira's all-
stars as they chase a sixth title or
"Hexa-campeao.”

"Ronaldo put in a poor showing -
Ronaldinho, the best player in the
woild, didn't shine either” O Glnbo
addded.

Forthe Folha de Sao Paulodailythe
match was "one of Ronaldo's worst

performances.”

If Ronaldo was the focus of much
of the criticism -- he was substituted
by Robinho-- the press werenotshy of
venting their spleen on the squad in
general.

"There was no magic. The squad
puttogether by Parreir felt the weight
ofanoutofform Ronaldoand thelack
inspiration of (strike partner)
Adriano' Correjo Braziliense wrote.

Kaka's goal saved the side's
blushes but Folha's guest columnist
and 1970 champion Tostao slammed
the team as "slow and bul ic,
withtheexceptionofagoodgoal.”

Tostuo gave scorer Kaka and goal -
keeper Dida eight outof ten and only
a6 for Ronaldinho. Adriano got a
measly three and Ronaldo onlytwo,

No mystery
this time

AFP, Berlin

Observers claim that Argentine
tearn officials like o cultvate an
aur of mystery during Argentina's
major international outings. But
the media, World Cup officials and
some locals have a less generous
view of the squad’s protected ways
and haphazand sense of time at
their buse in Bavaria.

Media events generally materi-
alised hours behind schetfulu amid
initial chaos, while one FIFA official
was heard despairing while he tried
to pin down Argentina's move-
ments before the lvory Coast
match. Some players have tried to
step aside for a few moments to
Favs, !
and they were clearly moved by the
hugesupport in Hamburg,

But locals bedecked in sky-blue
and white outside an official func-
tinn were less elared when the team
coach turned up and the players
were ushered to the dlgnirurieﬁ
behind a screen, Instead of
"Argentinos”, some bystanders
dubbed them "Arrogantinos”, the
Nuernberger Nachrichten newspa-
perreported.

Croats hailed
by media

AFP, Zayreh

The Croatian press on Wednesday
hailed its footballers for their "brav-
erv” against Brazil after a narrow 1-0
loss o the world champions in their
opening World Cup clash the previ-
ousnight.

"We were brave,” read one head-
line. “We are proud of you," said
another front page, while a thind
newspaper urged the Croatian play-
ersto "Keep theirheadsup!™,

"Regardless of the narrow loss,
Croatia opened theWorld Cup rather
well," said the daily Jutarnji List.

“In a game played out on an
equal-footing, we showed that we
know 1o defend and also how o
artack the team which is playing the
most spectacular football on the
glabe," itadded.

The daily said that based on such
a performance, the Croatian team
could rightly feel optimistic ahead of
its remaining Group F maiches
against fapan and Australia.

“A defeat to be proud off: Now we
we know that we are ready and
erful,” commented the
Sportske Novosti.

"Croatia left the turf of the

aily

Olympie Stadium with their heads'

upand now, despite the defeat, itcan
look forward with more optimism to
the games against lapan and
Australia,” said the newspaper.

Bad guys llu'ated

AFP, Sydney

Australian police sald they smashed
un Asia-based illegal World Cup
betting operuion Wednesday after
arresting eight people in mids in
Sydney:

New South Wales police said six
Hong Kong men and two Malaysian
wormen were arrested when officers
trom central Svdney and: i special
South East Asign Crime Squacd
swooped on thive rooms in a ity
hntedearly Wednesday,

The officers also seized comput-
vrs, networking equipment, caleula-
tors, mobile phones, decuments and
cashin the raids,

"Policewillullegeall were partofan
organised berting operation
eminaring from Asia and that they
flew into Australia three days ago,"
policesaidinastatement.

All eight were charged with unli-
censed bookmakingunder Australia’s
Unlawful Gaming Act. Theyaredue o
appearincourton july4d.

AGENCIES, Hamelin

Nobody in the France team seemed
o concerned after a dull opener
against Switzerland lefr the former
champions waiting for & goal on the
World Cup stage after nearly eight
yedrs,

Tuesday's 0-0 Group G draw with
the Swiss means France have not
scored at the World Cup since
Emmanuel Petit sealed their 3-0 win
over Brazil in the 1998 final ar the
Stade de France,

Iralso suggested that the ghosts of
2002, when Frunce disappeared from
the finals withouta win or goalin the
group phase, could soon retum to
haunt coach Raymond Domenech's
e,

The players, however, kept their
cool after struggling in the Stuttgart
heat.

*ltwould have been better to start
with a win bur there were positive
aspects in this game,” said Thierry
Henry, who failed to live up to his tag
as possibly the world's best striker,
hardly creatingachance.

"I am not worried,” he added,
already looking forward o France's
next match on Sunday against group

leaclers South Korea, who beat debu-
tantsTogo2-1.

"It will not be easy but we have to
win,” he said. "They were in the
(World Cup) semifinals the last time
but they're not as defensive as
Switzerland and they should allowus
morespace.”

France are one match short of
Bolivia's unwanted record of five
games at the finals withouta goalbut
midfielder Vikash Dhorasoo prom-
ised they would soon find the back of
thenet.

"We will play better and better
and we will qualify,” he predicted.

Apart from a decent performance
from ageing maestro Zinedine
Zidane and an outstandingone from
defensive midfielder Claude
Makelele, who named Man of the
Maich, Domenech had few reasons
tobeoptimistic.

Top prospect Franck Ribery,
starting for the first time, did not live
up 1o the huge expectation placed
upon him and s likely to revert to his
usual role as a substitute to bring on
when fresh legs are needed to decide
ugame,

Like his players, the France coach,
who dismissed a suggestion that
several of his team were too old to
keep up with the pace of modem
football, sounded in confident
mood.

*It was not a physical problem,”
he said. "The players were fit and

r-I- L

ru.ndy
"Now we have [0 win against
South Korea. It could be a tense
match but grear playees and great
teams must be abletomlse their level
onbigoccasions™ . SEE

He also cume up \Hilh i novel
excuse for filing 1 seore = drygrass.

Domenech fed the chors of
criticism from the 1998 ehampions
over the decision o witterthe grauncd
too soon before Hc&“uﬁ when
Stuttgartlike the restof Germany was
hdngmthumtdd[uol’uhehmraw

"To water the grass Six hours
before a match in this weuther fsn't
thatuseful,” said Domenech,

"All the players were saying it, 1'd
like the ground to be Witered much
nearer the game At the expense of
the forwards [ think the conditions
suited defenders.”

Headded: *Fhe ball was foding i
hard to roll, we saw scuffed stots
from both sides. Theatackers conld-
n't flow with the ball, often it got
stuck.”

Henryagreed withhisboss

"You must have seen that there
was definitely something making life
difficult for usdribblers.

"It's not easy when you have

players like Zizouw (¥ Zidane)
orFrank (Riberyh. Sametimes the hall
was sticking at their feet. And the ball
wasn'ttakingoffwhen jckedit.
"I hope they'll start o water the

pitchesalittiemore.”

French midfielder Zinedine Zidane (L) vies with Swiss midfielder Johann Vogel during thelr Grnup G mateh in

Stuttgart on Tuesday.

Heat taking its toli
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)\Fl', Rerlin

Even coaches who had prepared for
every eventuality have been caught
outat theWorld Cap by unexpectedly
high temperatures in Germany,

The teams arrived in northern
Europeunder grey skies and temper-
atures so low for the season that
Japan's players complained of being
constantlychilly.

But once the rournament kicked
off last Friday, the sun came out with
a vengeance, tuming matches into
sweatbaths and slowing the pace of
playinthe second half.

The Netherlands tore into Serbia
and Montenegro in the opening 20
minutes oftheir 1-0 victoryin Leipzig
on Sunday, but with the match kick-
ing off ar 3:00 pm, the emperature
topped 30 degrees Celsius (86
Fahrenheit).

Dutch goalscorer Arjen Robben
admirted that as the mercury went

down,

1 think it was the conditions. It
was hot, hot, hot. In those conditions
you just have to control yourself and
keep the ball sometimes,” Robben
said.

Even teams from countries where
extreme heat 1s commonplace are
finding the going tough.

Australia's players had to sitinice
baths and wear special tights 1o get
rid of the buildup of lactic acid aftex
their historic come-from-behind
victory over Japan.

The thermometer mercury
topped 30 degrees in Kaiserslautern
for that game on Monday, which was
another 3:00 pmkickoif.

"It was hard work on the pitch. 1
think the average everyone lost was
two to three kilograms, which is
plenty,” said defender Lucas Nelll.

Coaches revealed they had been
working closely on the heat issue
with experts at the Australian
Institute of Sport in Canberra before
comingtoGermany.

"We've done i lot of research and
alotofworkon recovery andour boys:
have recovered fantastically,” assis-

Hor conditions are nothing new
at World Cups, especially when ih
take placein the Europedn suiime
time, but the speed of tmodern (ool
ball means it takes @ greater wll
EXperts say. 2

Hot conditions medns  plave:s
perspire more ane are therefore at an
increased risk of dlehydiation, <o it is
essential they take on lgids as often
aspossible.

Which is why England players
were furious when Mexican meferee
Marco Rodrigues tried fo prevend
them taking swigs from bortles on
the sideline as the tempegiture hit 30
degrees Celsius when they beat
Paraguayin Frankfurton Saturdiy.

FIFA have said since that they will
increase the amount of water avail-
able to playersduring matches.

But just as coaches were begin
ning (o pay as much aftention to
kickoff times as to the opposition's
lineup, nanurewas sétta playahand.

Rain was forecast in the western
city of Dortmund on Wetdnesday for
Germany's second mieh, agoinst
Poland, and thundesstonms were
expected to creep lmsmanis in the

up, the tempo of the game went tantcoachGrahamAmald said. daystocome.
» - r'
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