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| h an unsmppablu shot
le thé area in the Blst

Iker Casillas; Sergio Ramos,
ﬁ:f' {es Puyol, Mariano Pernia;
: @bl Alonso (David Albelda
55), Marcos Senna; Luis Garcia
[F;ancm Fabregas 77); Fernando
Torres, DavidVilla (Raul 55).

UK :Oleksandr Shovkovskyi;
\hlodmyr?&erhky. Andriy Rusol,
Viadislav Vashchuk, Andriy
':hﬁ&machnyi Oleg Gusiev (Andriy
rabyey 16), Anatolii Tymoschulk,

¥ Gusin (Oleg Shelayev 46),

Ruslan Kotan (Sergei Rebrov 64);
Andriy Voronin; Andriy
Shevehenko.

Yellow ecard: Andriy Rusol (16) ,
VolodymyrYezersky (52)

Red card: Viadislav Vashchuk (47)
Bcﬂmc:M Busacea (Switzerland)
mtendance. 43,000
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mﬁ Frings (Germany), Golmohammadi
(Iran}, laquinta (laly), Kaka (Brazil), Koller
(G2ech Republic), Lahm (Gemany), Lee
-G{’ﬂm (Sauth Korea), Mohamed Kader
{Togo}, Nakamura (Japan), Paulela
tPurtngal'}, Pirlo (ltaly), Rabben
{Netherdands), Saviola (Argentina), Xabi
Alonsa (Spain), Zinha (Mexico).

|  We BRIEFS
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Dujkovic-Strasse, after the names
of the ltalian and Ghanaian han-
dlers and hanging up the names of
Mexico's Ricardo Lavolpe and Luis
OliveiraGoncalvesinstead.
2nd-hand chewing-gum
You can buy anything at the World
Cup and tournament-related
memorabilia knows no ends on
eBay, theonline auctioneer,
A piece of chewing-gum formerly
owned and munched by German
keeper Jens Lehmann as he con-
ceded the second goal during the
opemng dny 4-2 win over Costa
il ing 1o the seller --
thie Site for: oIl @igo.
tickyitem wmrfdrfuhieums
Inviting Nivel
Daniel Nivel, the French police-
man who suffered brain damage
after being attacked by German
hooligans at the 1998 World Cup,
was Wednasd'ty attending
rmany's match against Poland
in Dortmund following an invite
from German football federation
4 gan@mlsecretary Horst RSchmidt.
~Nivel spent six months in a
coma after being attacked by
cenmn hooligans before the
Gemmny—'mgnslavia match at the
1998 World Cup in France. A
German with links to the far-right
wis sentenced to five years in jail
fortheatack.

Did U Know?
o o I P
Uwa Sealer of West Germany became the
first Eurapean player fo play in four

consecutive World Cups. He played his last
intg.

!dCupmldﬁuldcrj
t club with great
the World Cup isover

ling forward to the new
when we will challenge
gain for ‘the Champions League
theother trophies.”
After signing a new four-year
contract with Premier League
champions Chelsea.

1

*

PHOTO: STAR
Imran Ahmed, managing director of BRAC Bank, addresses a press conference of the BRAC Bank Cup at a city res-
taurantyestarday.

Gibbs's tips for Bhaji

m(:ricket

CRICINFO, undated

Legendary West Indian off-spinner
Lance Gibbs spent some time with
Harbhajan Singh, advising him
how to bowl the straighter one
without changinghisaction.

In what could rm out to be a
crucial half-an-hour session in
Harbhajan's career, he was taught
how to use the index finger judi-
ciously during his delivery process.

"He wanted to know about
bowling the straighter one without
any change of action,” Gibbs told
CricInfo.

"And I showed him how |
bowled it without my spinning
finger (index finger) touching the
seam. We generally discussed

about the basics of off-spin bowl-
ing."

Gibbsdidn'tget theopportunity
to demonstrate how it was done
but he revealed that he planned to
have a session during the fifth day
of the match.

Gibbs, who ended with 309 Test
wickets in 79 games and even held
the world record for a short while,
wasknown for his lethal drifter, one
which he bowled with hardly any
change of action. "l used to bowl it
differently,” Gibbs said about the
ball that left the right-handed
batsmen.

“lcould take my spinning finger
away from the seam of the ball and
get the ball to go in straight or let it
driftalitele.”

The interaction with Harbhajan
was one Gibbs expected to have,
considering the friendship he

shared with Greg Chappell, India's

\coach. Gibbs had played along with

Chappell at both Glenelg, at club

level, and South Australia, ar state

level.

While chatting with Cricinfo on
Sunday, Gibbs had said, "I haven't
yet met Chappell but I'm certain
that he would want me to have a
chatwith Harbhajan."

Gibbs isn't the first expert to
work with members of the Indian

“team on this tour. Rudi Webster, the

famous psychologist, too had
spent some time with the players,
including a two-and-a-half hour
session with Virender Sehwag,
whileé Andy Roberts, the legendary
fast bowler, offered some valuable
tips with regard to Irfan Pathan's
run-up.

Time to turn on the sty
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"WangmeEng!and gamewullhc
very tough,” John said. "You are
only as good as your last game bt
we ground out a result against
Sweden and hopefully we can build
onit.®" -
“"People who have been watch-
ing all over the world will be talking
aboutthisand Trinidad and Tobago
players for years to come.”
Trinidad's Dutch coach Leo
Beenhakker -- who must be the
only coach in the World Cup who
bicycles to training -« has been in
relaxed mood this week, allowing

3 7
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@8

Scots backing Trinidad

AFP, London

British bookmakers said
Wednesday they were bracing for
the biggest betting mismatch in
World Cup history, with only a
handful of Scots backing Trinidad
andTobago to beat England.

While hundreds of thousands of

pounds (dollars, euras) has been
wagered on England to win
Thursday's Group B match in
Nuremberg, less than a thousand
pounds has been bet on the unfan-
cied Soca Warriors, said bookmak-
ers Ladbrokes.

And their biggest backer -- who
placed exactly 100 pounds (184
dollars, 146 guros) on them to win
at odds of 11 to one -- is a com-
puter-betting Scot living on the
remote Shetland Islands.

"We're expecting a few pounds
moreon Trinidad and Tobago -- but
to date we've taken over a hundred
bets on England for every one
we've taken on them," said
Ladbrokes spokesman Robin
Hutchison.

"This could be the biggest mis-
matchinWorld Cup history.

"The only money we've. seen
(for Trinidad) has come from north
of the border unsurprisingly -- and
even they're not foo confident. We
might buy Shetland to celebrate
and move in next to the Internet
customeriftheywin."

The bookmaker has taken just
L1 bets totalling 20.20 pounds on
the Soca Warriors winning 1-0 at
odds of20 1o one.

Trinidad andTobago are apopu-
lar team among Scottish punters
keen to see the auld enemy humili-
ated -- particularly because they
have a certain striker Jason
Scotland, who plays for Scottish
first division side St Johnstone.

Scotland's First Minister Juck
MeConnell has publicly refused to
support England in the World Cup

and has since been accused of

stokinganti-Englishracism.
British bookies took around 350

million pounds during the 2002

World Cup in Japan and South

fans into practice sessions for team
Jutugmp}fg b u!mcu. R ¢

The 63! yedrloldfchrhar Hallng

and Real Madrid coach says
Trinidad showed against Sweden
that his players would not beintim-
idated by facing England’s super-
starline-up.

"The Swedes played with strik-
ers from Juventus, Arsenal and
Barcelona. We had lads from
Jabloteh, Gillingham and
Wrexham," hesaid.

“We're not ralking mathematics
here,” said Beenhakker. "Normally

Koreaand are expectingto do three
or four times better for this year's
tdurnament in Germany.

Puyol denies Sheva rift

INTERNET, undated

Spain defender Carles Puyol insists
there is no bad blood between
himself and Ukraine striker Andriy
Shevchenko.

The pair are likely to come into
close contact later on Wednesday
when the eastern Europeans make
their World Cup debut at the
Zentralstadionin Leipzig, although
Shevchenko, Chelsea's £30million
capture from AC Milan, will have to
pass a fitness test on a knee prob-
lemifheisto take part.

When the pair [ast met on the
pitch, in April, there was even more
at stake as Barcelona and Milan
were fighting for a place in the
Champions Leaguefinal.

Barcelona led 1-0 from the first
leg but in the return at the Nou
Camp Shevchenko thought he had
cancelled out that advantage - only
to be penalised for a foul on Puyol
heinsists never happened.

The Catalans went on to lift the
trophy, at Arsenal's expense, and
Shevchenko refused to talk about
Puyol in the build-up to the Spain

‘game.

Puyol insisted: 'We both have
our own interests but there is no
problem betweenus.

'I'm not sure if he is 100% but

s:iuen ifheisnothe is avery danger-

us player and [ will have to take
Lﬁ.{t‘"
Late night watching
permitted

REUTERS, Karachi

Authorities in' one of Pakistan's
biggest jails are letting footballs
mad inmates, including hundreds
of foreigners, stay up late to watch
World Cup soccer marches.
Prisoners in Landhi jail in
Karachi, Pakistan's biggest city, are
usually only allowed to watch
television until 11 p.m. (1900 GMT)
but the rule has been dropped for

‘cheer every goal.

two and two make four -- but in
football they often make three or’

five.”

Beenbhakker has also ques-
tioned whether England are genu-
ine title contenders, and believes
theyhave struggled to gel asaunit.

"England have great players but
they don't win tournaments and
you have toask yourself, why"
Eriksson said,

“It's like Real Madrid. You can
have all of the stars in the world but
if you cannot play as o team then
the stars do not matter.”

the World Cup.

"Prisoners are provided with
cable television in a designated
area. Some are very keen to watch
the matches as their countries are
playing in it. We've allowed some
relaxation,” said the superinten-
dent of the prison, Anwar Mustafa
tald reporters.

The jail has 643 foreign inmates,
most of them serving time for drug
offences.

Inmates at Karachi's main
women's prison have also caught
World Cup fever, and they too are
being allowed to stay up late, said
warder, Bashiran Bibi.

“They watch intensely and
They seem to
forget their problems,” Bashiran
sald of her charges who include
thréee women from Ghana, one
from Germany and six from Ivory
Coast.

Pakistan has neyer played in a
World Cup finals and comes 1531
in world football rankings but the
World Cup is followed with huge
interest.

No beer-sponsored
awards
AFP, Munich

Saudi Arabian footballers will not
be allowed to accept World Cup
man-of-the-match awards
because the prize is sponsored by a
leading beer company, officials
said onWednesday.

The Saudi Arabian Football
Federation made the announce-
ment ahead of the desert king-
dom's opening game, an all-Arab
clash with Tunisia.

“The main reason is because the
sponsoring company specialises in
alcohol, and the award itself is a
cup of beer," said Abdullah al-
Dabel of the Saudi Arabian Football
Federation.

"We won't accept this award for
religious reasons. No Muslim
playershould acceptit.”

The Islamic nation enforces a
strict ban on drinking, producing
or importing alcohol with trans-
gressors facing weeks or months in
prison oreven lashes.

The local
World Cup

SPORTS REPORTER

‘The first-ever BRAC Bank Cup -- a
five-a-side foatball tournament --
is to get underway at Intermnational
School Dhaka's (ISD) indoors
facilitieson June 16,

Thirty-two teams from the twop
corporate houses of the country are
tiking part in this weeklong com-
petition.

The tournament was launched
in light of the ongoing FIFA World
Cup and the ensuing passion it has
generated.

BHAC Bank is the main sponsor
ofthe eventalongwith RC Cola.

Managing director of BRAC
Bank Imran Ahmed, chief operat-
ing officer of BRAC Bank Kaiser
Tamiz Amin, head of external
affairs of BRAC Bank Imtiaz Ahmed
Siddigqui and owner of Exealibur
Holdings Farhan Quddus were
present at a press conlerence
organised in this connection at a
local restaurant yesterday,

Sania survives
early hiccup

BBC ONLINE, undared

India's Sania Mirza was given a
tough first-round game at the DES
Classic in Edgbaston by Ukraine's
Alona Bondarenko before coming
through 6-2, 3-6,6-3.

Mirza's match was one of only
four to be completed on a rain-hir
secand day.

Two-time defending champion
Maria Sharapova's mateh with
Ahsha Rolle was one of those rained
off and the pair will now play their
matchonWednesday.

Jarmila Gajdosova of Slovakia,
Shuai Peng of China and American
Bethanie Mattek were the only other
WINnNers,

Brazil ‘planned"
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champions they could not be
intimidated. One brilliant tackle in
the second half by Robert Kovac
summed up their speed of thought
andtheir cormmitment.

Kranjcar's son Niko had a fine
game in his usual attacking
midfield role and went close with a
header late in the game when
Croatialooked as though they were
easily capable of securinga draw.

Caprtain Niko Kovac, who failed
tb finish the gume after pickingup a

'ribrinjury following @ heavy chal- |}

lenge from Brazil's Ze Roberto
towards the end of the first half,
agreed with his coach on what their
priorities were now.

“We have to win both of the
other games. We knew that before
but now it's reality,” he saic. "Now
we all need to concentrate onthat.*

He said he would know after
training later on Wednesday
whether he would be fit in time for
the next game against Japan on
Sundayin Nuremberg.

Nearby Bahrain has used a
locally produced fizzy drink
instead of champagne to spray on
the podium ar the end of its
Formula One Grand Prix.

Anti-English sentiment

AFP, London

Scotland's leading politician has
stoked anti-English racism by
refusing to support the England
team playing at the World Cup in
Germany, an England fan charged
inremarks published Wednesday.

Allan Robinson, 44, accused
First Minister Jack MeConnell of
putting English people living in
Scotland at risk, after Robinson's
windows were smashed because he
was displaying the St. George'sflag,
TheTimesreported.

Police said that they were inves-
tigating an "act of vandalism" on
Robinsons home in Coatbridge in
which three windows were
smashed during the opening game
of the tournament last Friday,

“Me putting up a single tlag . . .
and my windows going through, |
think its all to do with what Jack
McConnell says,” Robinson was
quotedas saying.

Asked last month whether he
would be supporting England,
McConnell said: "No, 1 will not.
Scotland is not there and thats
disappointing. And there are peo-
ple who think that as First Minister
I should automatically suppaort
England instead. But football is not
about palitics, solwill not be."

TheFirst Ministers office deniec
that McConnell had enconraged
racism against the English, accord-
ingta’The Times.

A spokesman refused to discuss
the incident but said: " There is no
place for racism in Scotland and we
will do whatever we can to tackle
that."

This week a group of 60 char-
tered surveyors from England
cancelled a two-day conference at
a hotel in Scotland because of

MeConnells comments.
’ ”

[?‘"“ Cricket

ABP, Gros [slet

Inclia hapes ofvictory may have been
dashed, and West Indies' chances of
salvation enhanced, when not a ball
wits bowled on the scheduled fourth
dayinthesecondTeston Tuesday.

Persistent showers drenched the
Beausejour Cricket Ground through-
out the day, and West Indies, follow-
g on 373 runs behind on frse
innings, were offered respite from
the eagerndians.

The home team was set to con-
tinue from their bedtime tatal of 43
foronein their second innings, with
opener Daren Ganga not out on 24,
alongside West Indies captain ancd
batting superstar Brinn Lar not out
on 5.

Replying to India's first innings
total of 588 for eight declared, West
Indies had been dismissed for 215
about 10 minutes past the scheduled
teabreak on Monday's third day, and
Indiienforcedthe follow-on.

Umpires Simon Taufel and Asad
Rauf conducted several inspections
af the outfield on Tuesday, bur the

A complete washout

rain never melented, and play was
eventually ealled off about halt-hour
before wea.

The weather outlook from the St
Lucia meteorological office has
prédicted more of the same on
Weddnesday's filthand final day.

“Cloudy 1o overcast with periads
of moderate to heavy showers and
isolated thunderstonms,” areporton
thetrwebsiteindicated.

The Met Office acded thag a tropi-
cal wave -- a typical phenomenon at
thistime ofthe yearinthe Caribbean -
- 15 producing cloudingss, showers,
anel thunclerstorms over the islands,
including St Lucia, at the southem
endofthe Caribbeanchain.

The four-Test series, level at 0-0,
falls at the start of the
rainy/fhurricane’ season in the
Caribbean that traditionally runs
from [une to Octaber.

The first Test of the series at the
Antigua Heereation Ground ended in
i tense diwy, with the West Indies'
lust wicker pair of Edwards and
Collymore surviving the last 19 balls
ofthe match.

The series coneludes with Tests at
Basseterre (June 22-26), and
Kingston ( lung30-July4).

England hqai
neighbouﬁs oh
:—‘: if

AF P, Belfast B

England won their 'mm;gum},nnu-
day international against freland
by 38 runs at Stormont at Belfast
on Tuesday i

England, who won lhe 055,
made 301 fTor seéven ln,thal'r 50
avers and Ireland inreply finished
on 263 for nine.

Opener Marcus Trescothick’s
113 was the centrepiece 'of
England’s total and, when the
visitors fielded, Tast bowler
Stephen Harmison led the nl:uu:k
with three for58.

South Africa-born Andre
Botha's 52 was Ireland's only ﬁflyr
of the mateh.

Englund’s first one-day inter-
national of the narthern season
served us a warmeup for their five
match limited overs series against
Sri Lanka, starting at Lord's ;m
Suturday.

But before then they face 5ri
Lanka in a one-off Twenty20
encounter at Hampshire's Rose
Bowl ground on Thursday.

PHOTO: AFP

AFTERALONG TIME: Former Russiantennis player Anna Kournikova (R) and her popstar boyfriend Enrique Iglesias
watch the NBA finals between Miami Heat and Dallas Mavericks at the American Airlines Arenain Miami on Tuesday.

Third Eye
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Ronaldo who took the role of a
holding midfelder during their
final training session before the
opener, gave a pedestrian perfor-
mance before the 2002 World Cup
hero was substituted by his Real
Madrid teammate, the young and
exuberant Robinho. Brazil's
strikefurce never looked like scor-
ing as Adriano looked short of
sharpnessaswell, Dida couled gasily
fill in either for Ronaldo or Adriano
as striker, he scored twice in the
training session, but the towering
AC Milan star would be needed at
Brazil goal to make up for a leaky
defence that wis exposed by Dado
Prso's indefatigable runs. Apart
from Dida, who stopped three
close-range shots to save the hold-
ers from possible embarrassment,
Kuka and Emerson were the only
persons consistent in their roles of
providing passes and stopping
apposition attacks respectively.

The Brazilians, constantly
chased by a packed Croatian
midfield, plaved so unlike them
that there were no defence splitting
passes in 90 minurtes. They only
threatened on long-range efforts
with Kaka, Ronaldinho and
Roberto Carlos taking their
chances. Ronaldinho only sparkled
outside the penaly drea and he
loaked a shadow of the player who
has won the FIFA Player of the Year
award in successive seasons. .

Fad not Croatia [ost their cap-
tain and plavmaker Niko Kovac
before the break, things could hiave
been different. Well, they say the
team to have a flying start do not
always go all the way. Picking up at
the right momentis the key.

Brazil beware, playing like this
won't get you past the Round of 16,
where the two most dangerous
teams of the tournament, probably
Czech Republic or Italy, would be
waiting for you.

At Stuttgart, the start was of

typical European style, both trying
to weigh each other's strength,
perhaps bothered by the fact that
France and Switzerland -- pitted in
the same qualifying group -- drew
boththe games.

Inanother goalless draw, France

srevived memories of Korea/Japan

2002 when the 1998 champions
wentoutof the group stage without
scoring a single goal although
Zinedine Zidane provided some
flair, The biggest disappointment,
however, was Thierry Henry who
got the ball in the danger zone
quite often but the Arsenal penalty
area specialist failed to transform
his club-form into international
success once again. He took a few
attempts but most of them were
like sending nice passes to a team-
mate, not the way one shoots at the
opposition goalkeeper. Here goes
the phrase, ‘Arsenal hero, France
zero'. If France are t go anywhere
inthe tournament, Henry will have
to be sharper.

The closest Henry came when
his shot hit defender Patrick
Mueller's hand inside the box with
the Russian referee, who showed
vight vellow cards -- not all of them
looked bookable offences -- giving
benefitofdoubr o the Swiss.

Compact and well organised,
Switzerland seemed happy with a
dhriw against the group top-seeds.
Why shouldn't they be, this was
their first ever match in o World
Cup without conceding a single
gl

They created the best chances
on the day but veweran Fabian
Barthez proved his worth at the
French goal when his legworks
denied a close-range header by
substitute midfielder Daniel
Gygax. Barthez, playing his third
World Cup, however, could thank
Alexander Frei for mistiming a
header from close range when
Tranquillo Barnetta's long-range
freekick ran harmlessly across the

pitch in the first half after kissing
the far post.

Frank Ribery, who for the first
time started for the Les Blues,
sparkled occasionally while subs
Luis Saha and Vikash Dhorasoo
combined to almaost give France a
late winner, No wonder Juventus
striker David Trezeguer -- third in
France's all-time goalscoaring list --
wis screaming from the sideline
throughout the game t have a piece
of the action, But it seemed that
coach Raymond Domenech wus'n't
listening. o8

In the first game of the’ < Hay,
South Korea and Togo both ffad
points to prove. Debutants fogo,
going through chaos after the
tournament's oldest coach Otwo
Plister's quitting the team and
return before the game, took a
stunning lead through Mohamed
Kader who plays for French club
Guingamp. The Africans were
celebrating oo early and Korea,
under pressure to prove their suc-
cess four years back at home was
no fluke, levelled with aspectacular
freekick from lLee Chun-Soo as
soon as ‘Togo captain Abalo was
sent-off.

Koren took things undeér control
and it was their 2002 World Cup
hero Ahn Jung-hwan, scorer iof
crucial goals o waly to the semifi-
nals four years ealier, macde it 2 21
with a dipping mthﬂﬂng frias o
substitute to give the Asians their
first ever World Eup ,'trlmory on
foreignsoil. =8

Korea's Duteh
seemed to haﬁeﬁifl’
they started witliana
formation under camch Dick
Advocaar and the introduction of
Ahn saw them play with four strik-
ers to the end. Well, thisWorld Cup
was promised to be fullof atracking
teams and we have found nothing
shortofthatvet. A




