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Spcmq:; who \buy World Cup
tick omhahTal:kmarket will still
be. into the stadiums even
tf ey are caught by security
5, the organisers said on

'I‘ueu!ay.

lor the World Cup are
primdwlm the halder's name and
pmnrt ‘or identification card
numer in a bid to prevent known
trnuilmnkers gaining entry to

ang Niersbach, the vice-

reedem of the Organising

ommitree, said 500 to 1,000

ticketiolders were being checked
ugﬂ{m;l ID documents at every

ll mne was found to have a
e did not bear their name,
the icentity of the holder could be
chmﬂ:dﬁyan‘[c{alsnnce they were
- insidethestadium, he said.

“lfsomeone saysthat they havea
ticketbut it §s not their name on it,
the mnsfer of identity can be done
there and then at the stadium,”
Nimhnnhlolda daily press briefing.

‘He dismissed suggestions that
the could lead to trouble-
m&kmminingennytdsmdiums.

"There are no pmbh.ms. Let us
concentrate on the positive things,”
headded.

- Niersbach warned however thar
fans who buy tickets from a tout
. were mking a big risk because they
" mightbe counterfeit.

Officials had found berween 20
and 50 fake tickets at each of the 10
marches played up to Tuesday
moming, hesaid.

Althangh' 99 percent of tickets
have been sold for the 64 malches,

_ Niersbach said it was unavoidable
that there would be some empty
seats at stadiums because fans had

. failed oshowup.

"Ie cannor be avoided that here
and there there will be empty seats,”
Niu'sbalm said, but he added there

"wasnoneed to investigate whether

a bus camdng fans to the game
broke down

’l’icketmulswe_re askingforupto
1,000 euros (1,250 dollars) for the
England v Paraguay match last
Saturday, accarding to reporls in
Britain.

Czech papers
Ilava ﬂeld day

_The Cuch Rapubilc s 3-0 football
" Warld Cup triumph over the United
States was celebrated enthusiasti-
cally with photos and front page
coverageinall Czech newspapers.

., "3:0 We have the American
scalp,” said the daily Pravo,
Midiielder: Tomas Rosicky, who
scored twice for the Czechs, was

t.hs 'umih hero of Manday's

Uperhaps the future
herq wlmle championship,”
itadﬂq

"3-0 with the USA. Great start,”
proclaimed the daily Dnes on its
front page, adding that the victory
was 0V dowed by the injury to
the Czech's giant striker Jan Kaller,
who was stretchered off soon after
scoringthe opening goal.

"Attractive and hot” was the
headline in the daily Sport. "It was
anamazing coneert. Czech football
ar the World Cup vesterday cele-
brated its firstmajor win," itadded.

PHOTO: AFP

Japan's Brazilian coach Zico (L) and Australia’s Dutch coach Guus Hiddink cross over during the two sides’ World
Cup match at Kaiserslautern's Fritz-Waltar Stadium on Monday.
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Who sald Asian football was no
maich for Europe?

Australia’s all Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) clash with
Idpun wasgneof the most enthrall-
ingmalchés df the WorTd Cup so far.
and a great advert for the game ina
part of the globe striving to mix it
with their European cousins.

Australia scored three goals in
the Iast eight minutes to topple
[apan, the Asian champions, giving
an indication of where the future of
the game in the Asia-Pacific region
may lie.

The Aussies were only admitted
to the AFC in January after defect-
ing from Oceania and will play in
Asian Cup qualifiers for the first
time later this year as they attempt
to makeitto the showpiece eventin
2007,

Their come-from-behind vic-
tory sparked wild celebrations
Down Under while in Japan fans
were left to lick their wounds and
pray for a miracle against Brazil
and Croatia in their final group
games.

“We did not do anything after
taking the lead,” a downcast Japan

coach Zico said, knowing that his
side have a mountain o climb if
they want to keep the Japanese flag
flying and maintain their position
asAsia'sNo.1.
- "The way Australia turmed the
game on its head is difficule for us
to stomach,” added the Brazilian
legend who relinquishes his post
after the World Cup.

“We had two clear goalscoring
chances on the counter-attack

but if you do not put the ball to at

one end you sometimes concede
itattheother.

"The way Australia turned the
game on its head is difficult for us
to stomach.

*This is football. There is no
use in stopping here and we have
to prepare for the next match.”

Australia have coach Guus
Hiddink, who took South Koreato
the semifinals four years ago, to
thank for their victory with his

‘masterful tactical move of bring-

ing on two-goal Tim Cahill eight
minutes into the second half,

“In the end justice was done in
this game,” Hiddink said, main-
taining that the Japan goal should
havebeen disallowed.

“I think the referee will thank
Gad for the result -- it was a clear
foul on the goalie.” =

The Dutchman was delighted
with the resilience shown by his
players.

“"We are very happy, so let's

enjoy this moment. | said to the
boys before they went out 'You're
here now in Germany, 50 enjoy it,
but work for it." They are so nice
to work with."

South Korea's players were
watching the end-to-end thriller
and puffed their chests out at the
spectacle of Asian teams per-
forming so well on the world
stage.

Muanchester United star Park

-ll,-ahngwas on the odge af s seat

alohg with millions ofother Asian
fans during the match and knows
that when he laces his boots to
play Togo later Tuesday, he will
alsobe playing for Asian pride.

“Iam really sorry to hearabout
the downfall of the two Aslan
teams in the opening games
though Japan lost to another
Asian side, Australia,” the 25-
year-old midfieldertold.

*We are fully aware of the
expectations of our Asian fans. We
will play a good game and make
Asia proud like four years back
when we made the semifinals.”

So far, Asian teams have had a
mixed bag in the tournament.
Along with Japan, Iran failed to win
theiropening game against Mexico
aftera moment of madness dashed
theirchances,

The other Asiun team, Saudi
Arabia, are to begin their campaign
againstTunisia today.

“)

'‘Ref apologised
over goal'

REUTERS, Kaiserslautern i,

Australia’s players said Egyptian

referee Esam Abd El Fatnh had apolo-

gised for allowing a disputed goal
against them in their 3-1 aover Japan
inWorld Cup Group Fon Monday.

Socceroos goalkeeper Mark
Schwarzer said El Fatah had apolo-
gised for allowing Shunsuke
Nakamura's goal to stand after
Atsushi Yanagisawa collided with the
Australian keeper and knocked him
off balance as the ball sailed into the
empiynet

The goal, which led to a furious
protest from the Australians, gave

Japan the early lead and the

controversey threatened to over-
shadow the match until the
Australians scored three times in a
devastatinglate flurry.

"At the end of the day the referce
made a mistake but everybody
makes mistakesand [ think it was big
of him to admit it and overall I think
he refereed the game okay”
Schwarzer told reporters.

"He said after the game to (Austra-
lia captain Mark Viduka) that God
was on his side because the result
wentourway in theend..inthe sense
that it didn't affect the result in the
end.”

Viduka confirmed the refereehad
spokentohimaboutthe incident

*I think it was obvious that he
made a mistake but everybody
makes a mistake. He said that God
was with him rtoday because he
obviouslymadeamistake."

Australia coach Guus Hiddink
alsosaidthe referee had gotlucky.

"Inethe end justice was done in
this game. It was a clear foul on the
goalie.” .

'Kamikaze
foothall for
the fans'

AFP, Berlin

[]

Goalkeeper Jens Lehmann has
defended Germany's policy of all-
out attack at the World Cup saying it
is home fans who demand atiractive
football.

Thehosts defeated Costa Rica 4-2

in Friday's opening match at the.

finals and Lehmann, who was

exposed on several occasions, sald

tha team would stick by the tactic of
oring theirgpponents,

15 the
moment and we have been practis-
ing it for two years," Lehmann told
Germanmagazine Kicker.

*It is attractive for the fans and
they want to see attractive football.
What else should we offer the home
fans?"

After last year's Confederations
Cup, when the hosts leaked goals at
will, former number one goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn described Germany's
foatball as 'knmikaze® but Lehmann
said thatwasanexaggeration.

"I do notlike the term 'kamikaze’.
We play attractive football and need
pace to defend well," Lehmarin
declared.

"It is the right system but agamst
betteropponents we will need toplay
itbetter.Weshowed we had mastered
it in a 0-0 draw with France in
November. %

“You win a World Cup witl
defence but the clean sheet needs to
comeattherighttime.”

Cleansheets have beenararity for
Germany under manager Jurgen
Klinsmann with just five in their last

19games.
"Red Devils' on
streets

ystem for us at the, | |
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REUTERS, Gelsenkirchen

Tomas Rosicky scored twice in the
Czech Republic's World Cup
opener with the United States on
Monday and then said he was no
great goalscorer,

With key strikers Jan Koller and
Milan Baros both injured, however,
midfielder Rosicky may just have (o
become one.

The Czechs beat the U.S. 3-0,
helped by Rosicky's goals, one of
them a fine swerving shot from 25
metres.

“Of course, I'm no great
shooter... bur [ tried and today it
worked. Three would probably have
been toomany,” hetold reporters.
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Coach Karel Brueckner was
forced to abandon his usual 4-4-2
formation and play Koller as alone
striker after Baros failed o recover
from a foor injury that had stopped
himtraining over the past week.

Just before halitime Koller was
carried off on a stretcher with what
Brueckner said initially was a seri-
ousinjury.

The Czech team Sspokesman
later said a hospital scan showed
nomajordamage to his hamstring.

The problems facing the two top
strikers will put pressure on
midfielders like Rosicky to push
forward more in their remaining
Group E games against Ghana and
Italy.

The Czechs have a wealth of
talent o draw on in midfield,
including former European
Footballer of the Year I’.val
Nedved.

"I don't need to say anything

571

about Pavel ... he is still one of the
best players in Burope. said
Brueckner. ’3

The team still features most of
the players that reached the Euro
2004 semifinals butthe media has
expressed concern that with three-
quarters of the midfield uﬁnr 30
theyare pastit.

That view did not huld up
against the United States and the
coach certainly does not agree with
the commentators.®

"Our team is not getting old,”
Bruecknersaid.

With younger talént like 25-
year-old Rosicky in the team, age
doesnotseemto bea problemy.

Brueckner also had a fewwords
for Rosicky's new elub, Premier
league Arsenal, who signed him
ju.-'-tI:r:furutiwtnunmmemsmn't:d.

‘1 would like o r:ongrnm]nlc
Arsenal on gerting such @ [ﬂagcr
hesaid:

_"?_ﬂfi-'ko; e

PHOTO: AFP

Czach midfielder Tomas Rosicky (C) is congratulated by teammates after scoring against USA In Gelsenkirchen on

Monday.
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AFP, Frankfurt

German coach Otto Plister
returned to coach the ‘Togo team
just three days after he walked out
over a dispute concerning player's
bonuses.

The 68-year-old German was on
the bench for Tuesday's Group G
opener against 2002 World Cup
semifinalists South Korea.

“I am coming buack and I will
take my place on the bench for the
match against South Korea," said
Pfister before the game.

Togolese delegation Messan
Attalou told thar Pfister will be their

conference the man who replaced
him, Kodjovi Mawuena, denied any
knowledge of the late switch
around.

"I am not aware of this,” said
Mawuena, who has been in charge
of the national side befare.

"L hope I remain coach,” added
the former national ream captain,
whose view was supported by the
Sports Minister, who denied that
any negotiations had taken placeto
getPlister back.

Mawuena, who was one of
Plister's assistants, had been
named officially as coach on
Saturday replacing the German
though ar that point the newly-
installed handler said he hoped his
predecessorwould return.

Pfister had explained to the FIFA
media channel in no uncertain
terms that the continuing financial

Pfister's dream comes true

"When [ started to be manager
of Togo, 1 was promised that
bonuses for the players would be
cleared,” he hadtold.

The Togolese federation had
kept the channels open with
Plister, who returned to his home
base in Switzerland, and also held
talks with another German coach
Winfried Schafer.

It had looked like being the
second time that Phster, who
replaced Nigerian Stephen Keshi
after the Sparrowhawks bowed out
of the African Nations Cup finals at
the first hurdle earlier this year, had
seen his World Cup hopes dashed
atthelastminute.

Eight years ago Pfister success-
fully guided Saudi Arabia to the
World Cup in France but was
sacked just before the ournament

coachforthewholetournament. debacle between the players and because he demanded the Saudi
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