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odor Protikkhay: A translation
of Beckett's play

Students of Theatre School stage the play

ERSHAD KAMOL
HE curtains go up on an
empty stage with a tree at
the middle --this is a typi-
cal approach to Samuel Beckett's
masterpiece Waiting for Godot.
And the burnt sienna set suggests
lifelessness. As soon as the action
begins, two tramps-- Vladimir
and Estragon-- wait by the tree
expecting the imminent appear-
ance of Godot. The clownish
vagabonds' wait for an unknown
being, ‘Godot’, has inner mean-
ing: Who are the clowns? Who is
Godot? And why they are waiting
forhim?
These questions cropped once

more as the successful students
of the 16th batch of Theatre
School, the largest and oldestnon
formal theatre training institute
of the country, staged Godor
Protikkhay. Translated by Profes-
sor Kabir Chowdhury, the work
has its roots in Beckett's Waiting
for Godot, described as the 'thea-
tre of the absurd'.

In the evolution of a new vision
of mankind' in relation to his
environment and the universe,
one may expect to see a large
number of influences. Clearly,
the idea that human beings are
‘absurd" is by no means new
Fundamentally, human beings
are struggling with' the irrational

ity of experience, in a state of
what has been described as
'‘metaphysical anguish’'.

The clowns thereafter come
across amasterand aslave, Pozzo
and Lucky, and a boy who brings
them a message that Godot will
soon be there. However, he does
not appear at all and everything
becomes evident. The clownish
vagabonds are nothing but revo-
lutionaries and 'Godot' is the
‘catalyst' for change. But, Godot
does not show up and nothing
changes ultimately. As a result
oppression persists.

Director Ataur Rahman's
directorial composition, without
giving emphasis to the inner

frustration, emptiness, weari-
ness, hopeless waiting and cru-
elty of the characters, puls
emphasis on stream of words,
eternal weariness and childish
farce. And the use of 'growling' to
portray the 'frustration’ was not
effective. Because of all these, the
production loses the essence of
'theatre of the absurd' and rather
turns to a comedy. The interest-
ing feature of the production is
that 14 performers enacted the
roles of five characters.

Nasirul Haque Khokon has
made the suggestive 'tree’ with a
rope in the middle of the stage.
Logically, Khokon's light design-
ing is very simple but effective.
Most of the time a 'dusk scene’
was created on the cyclorama.
And twice the cyclorama turned
to a 'moonlit night' scene to
portrayhope.

The performances by Joyita
Mohlanobish Mishti and
Sharmin Shonchita Khanom Piya
were less declamatory and more
natural. The rest of the actors
need to refine their acting skills.

Godor Protikkhay was staged
on June 12 at the Experimental
Theatre Stage on the occasion of
the certificate giving ceremony of
Theatre School. Presided over by
Professor Kabir Chowdhury, who
is also the principal of Theatre
School, Professor Serajul Islam
Chowdhurywas the chief guest of
the programme. Director-
playwright-actor Abdullah Al
Mamun, the vice-principal of the
school, delivered the welcome
speech. Eminent actor-director
Ataur Rahman also spoke on the
occasion. Theatre personality
Ramendu Majumdar, the secre-
tary of the school, was the host of
the programme,
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Ranikuthir Baki Itihash: A visual delight

KARiM WAHEED e

Samia Zaman's ld

ng-awaited
directorial venture

Ranikuthir

Baki Itihash was recently

released in movie theatres. The
second film produced by ntv
features popular actors Ferdous,
Poppy and Alamgir|in the lead
roles. gl

Samia makesno q’[:lms about

the genre of the movie:
Ranikuthir Baki Itihash is an out
and out mainstream movie.
However, it stands out for a
number of reasons. Unfortu-
nately, nowadays, | when one
hears the terminology “commer-
cial Bangla film", the image or

perception attachedlis not avery . :

positive one. Over| the years,
mainstream Bangla| films have
become devoid of aesthetic
sense and good dld fashion
family-oriented entertainment
(Ajker Hitler, Premik Rangbaj,
Swami Chhintai -1 the titles
suggest all).

Thanks to Samlia's back-
ground (She has worked as a film
editor for BBC London for five
years) and an eye for aesthetics,
Ranikuthir...has turned out to
be avisual delight.

The murder-mystery follows a
newly-wed couple Momo and
Rudro, who move to an old man-
sion in a mufassil town. All is
going well until Momo' starts
having visions; as :fj‘he has lived
in the mansion before. Soon, the
sense of déja vu bedomes over-
powering and Mu:lm is con-
vinced a woman was murdered
in the mansion years ago. Inci-
dentally, she also comes to know
that her parents usdd to live in
the same house before her

mother supposedly eloped and-

her father became mentally
imbalanced in grief.
Torn between prt.fssure from

1
|

Poppy and Ferdous in Ranikuthir Baki lfihash

close ones to “let the unpleasant
past be” and perpetual curiosity,
Momo uncovers a truth that
completely changes her percep-
tion of her family history.

The most impressive aspect of
this film is the location and
cinematography. The old Nawab
Manzil at Tangail provides a
stunning setting, Seasoned
cinematographer Maksudul Bari
deserves applause for providing
extraordinary imagery of the
ordinary. The quintessential
‘lovers prancing around a huge
tree', the Kashbon, a deshi boat
with a colourful sail gliding
down some narrow river -- all
have the potential to mesmerise
the cine-goer who has been

alienated from mainstream
Bangla movies.

Special attention to costumes
is noticeable. Urban-hip outfits
designed by Monidipa Dasgupta
and Chandana Dewan give the
characters identities that the
audience can relate to. However,
Bollywood-ish see-through,
glittery items  used in certain
scenes could have been avoided.

Poppy as the 'damsel in
dilemma’', Momo, is refreshing.
Though at times, she seems to be
stuck in the mainstream
moviestar archetype, her silent
expressions are eloquent. Saying

that the actress has never looked

more ravishing would not be an
overstatement. Even in the song

sequences that one might con-
fuse for a saree commercial, the
tall actress looks at ease. Ferdous
as her husband, Rudro, daes not
have much to do except for look-
ing concerned and he does it
well. Veteran actor Alamgir in a
crucial role and Tariq Anam
Khan doing a cameo are credi-
ble.

Music director SI Tutul pro-
vides two catchy numbers (spe-
cifically Bhalo lagey...) réndered
by Saminaand Asif.

The movie does dawdle at
points and the ‘killer' can be
easily guessed but Samia does
come up with a fantastic sur-
prise in the end that is sure to
leave the audience content.

Aclassical music soiree was held recently at Bengal Shilpalaya, Dhanmondi.

Noted Indian artiste Sarthi Chattyopadhyay of 'Kirana Gharana' performed
two ragas at the event. Sarthl became the 'best artiste’ In All India Radio's
music contestatthe age of 17. He recelved his training in Khayal from Pandit

Rajan Mishra of 'Banaras Gharana'.

Mani Ratnam creaites the magic
of Mumbai in Chennai

All of Mani Ratnam's films are known for their hard
hitting themes and the detailing that goes into them.
This time too, the director has outdone himsell by
creating one of the grandest sets ever created, for his
forthcoming film, Guru. The set, erected in Chennai,
depicts Mumbai of the 1950s. The art director, Sameer
Chanda has done extensive research and given atten-
tion to the minutest of details. It is complete with
trams, houses and junior artistes in costumes of that

Ch fkravanhy

era| The exact location of the set is still a well-guarded
secet. However, peaple who have managed a sneak
pedkcan'tstop raving aboutit.
period film; Guru stars a grand cast of Abhishek
Baghchan, Aishwarya Rai, Madhavan, Vidya Balan,
Arya Babbar, Mallika Sherawat, and Mithun
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Mission Impossible Il, having made its global debuton May §, is coming to
Bangladesh. The Hollywood action thriller will be released in theatres in
Bangladesh on June 16. DHL is the official logistics and shipping partner
of the movie.
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