STAR WEEKEND MAGAZINE

Volume 11 Issued89
June 9

» Editor
Mahfuz Anarn
# Managing Editor
Syed Fahim Munaim
& Magazine Editor
Aasha Mehreen Amin
@ Senior Staff Writer.
Fayza Hag
Mustafa Zaman
» Staff Writers
Shamim Ahsan
imran H. Khan
Ahmede Mainul Hussain
Kafalie Shehreen lslam
Srabonti Marmean All
Hana Shams Ahmed
Elita Karim
# Regular Contributors
Neaman A Sobhan
Richa Jha
Sanyat Sattar
Nadia Kabir Barb
Farah Ghuznavi
Nabeel Atique
# Graphics & lllustrations
Manan Murshed
@ Photographer
Zahedul | Khan
® Make-up
Manirul Istam Bhuiyan
# Production Manager
Selim SH Chowdhury
Published by the Editor from
Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon
Industrial Area. Dha
behalf of Mediaworld Ltd 52
Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1 000.
lntemel edition address:
diwww.thedailystar,
et/magazine
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"QOur Inclusive National Past"

It's surprising to note the ideological grip that the Pakistani ruling class has on the
mind of Rubaiyat Hossain. The garrison state has always proclaimed that itis the
bastion of Islam in South Asia and defending Pakistan is equal to defending Islam.
The Punjabi dominated Civil-Military rulers considered Bangalis as crypto-
Hindus. Rubaiyat says that we have distanced ourselves from the history of Islam
by distancing ourselves from Pakistan. She also has this strange idea that
Bangladeshi Islam was first brewed in Pakistani soil by Persian Sufi philosophers
and then brought here,

However I fully endorse her statement
that we are suffering from a collective
amnesia about our past and by neglecting
our intellectual and spiritual heritage. 1
would advise Rubaiyat to look at the
extremely rich Hindu-Buddhist and
Muslim cultural heritage in her own moth-
erland before turning to Pakistani brand of
Islam. There is nothing wrong with our
Bengali Islam. It has absorbed plenty of
non-Muslim elements, which is very natu-
ral. No amount of correct Arabic lessons
would make us Muslims like Pakisilanis
who are regularly murdering fellow
Muslims in hgndregs with satanig;: hatred. brand of islam.
This is not Sufi Islam but primitive tribal- There is nothing

isim. with
We shall be able to appreciate the sub- SEEN o
lime beauty of Urdu ghazals if we cultivate Bengali islam. It
has absorbed

ideals of liberal-humanism and rise above

the bigotry of medievalist ideas. Rubalyat

is mistaken if she thinks that Pakistan is plen"? of non-

the home of Urdu and Muslim culture in - Muslim elements,
which is very

natural.

I would advise
Rubaiyat to ook at
the extremely rich
Hindu-Buddhist
and Musiim cul-
tural heritage in
her own mother-
land before turn-
ing to Pakistani

South Asia. Urdu was born and flourished
in Uttar Pradesh the home of South Asian
Muslim culture and civilisation and also in
Deccan or Hyderabad.

The confusion about our national identity Rubaiyat speaks of arose due to the
division of Bengal. If she accepts that all Bangla speaking people irrespective of
religion constitute one indivisible Bengali nation and Bengal is their historical
homeland then confusion evaporates, Butwill Rubaiyatadmit that?

Ibne Azad
Mirpur, Dhaka
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