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Lampard set to
sign new deal

INTERNET, undated

Chelsea's England midfielder Frank
Lampard looks set to pledge his future
to the Barclays Premiership champi-
ons despite admitting it would be a
dream to play in Spain. Lampard is on
a long-term deal at Stamford Bridge
and coach Jose Mourinho wants to the
former West Ham player to negotiate a
new contract this summer. Lampard's
partner hails from Catalunya and the
27-year-old, who has often been
linked with a move to Barcelona, has
admitted it would be adream to play at
the Nou Camp. Lampard told El
Mundo Deportivo: 'It would be a
dream to come to Barca. But Chelsea
has offered me a renewal, and I am
very proud of that and it shows they
have confidence in me. 'In addition
the team is being reinforced and will
be even more competitive and will be
able to aspire to everything.'
Mourinho's former club FC Porto have
denied receiving a bid from Chelsea
for winger Ricardo Quaresma.
Mourinho has already signed Michael
Ballack on a free transfer from Bayern
Munich and looks set to complete the
£34million transfer of Andriy
Shevchenko from AC Milan in the next
48 hours. The continuing speculation
over the futures of Damien Duff and
Shaun Wright-Phillips have prompted
Chelsea to look for another wide man.
But Porto president Pinto Sa Silva has
denied any contact with Chelsea
about Quaresma and insisted it would
take a massive bid to lure the Portugal
Under-21 captain away from the club.
Sa Silva said: 'Officially, we have not
received any proposition and it does
not enter into our plans to sell this
player in the summer. 'I know some
rumours in the press but these are not
serious. Ifthose are confirmed the club
will study the subject but only a big
offer, because Quaresma is a key
playerinour project.'

Test of character
for Italians

AFP, Geneva

Italy will get an idea of how much the
match-fixing scandal engulfing the
country's top clubs has affected their
World Cup hopes when they take on
Switzerland here Wednesday.

Although Italy are clearly the better
of the two teams on paper, the match
against a fellow finalist and former
national bugbear in Geneva will test
the Azzurri's character.

Judicial probes launched this
month against Juventus, AC Milan,
Fiorentina and Lazio indirectly affect
some of their top players.

Striker Filippo Inzaghi admitted
recently that the national squad was
unsettled by what they were reading in
the pressabout the scandal.

"We really want to play and are
impatient for the tournament to
begin," said Inzaghi, who was drafted
back into the Italy World Cup squad
following a two-year exile after a return
toformthis season.

Coach Marcello Lippi came under
pressure after his son became
embroiled in the probe, while goal-
keeper Gianluigi Buffon of Juventus
had to break off training last week to be
quizzed by prosecutors investigating a
bettingring.

Buffon insisted he had always
followed the rules since betting by
players was outlawedlastyear.

Lippi has insisted meanwhile that
the scandal will not weigh on his team
despite fears expressed by German
World Cup organising chief Franz
Beckenbauer that repeated question-
ing on the issue could affect the
Italians.

"It probably won't hit the Italian
national team, who are one of the
favourites most people would choose
atthis World Cup," Beckenbauer said.

"But the players will have the
distraction of being asked about the
scandal. It could put a dampener on
team spirit, but I hope it doesn't," he
added.

The serene Swiss, meanwhile,
deliberately picked the stronger
Italians to mimic conditions against
1998 World Cup winners France in
Group G. Buttheyoungsquad mightbe
eager to match some of their predeces-
SOrS.

During their last successful foray
into the 1994 World Cup finals,
Switzerland unexpectedly held Italy 2-
2in a qualifying match in Cagliari then
followed up with a 1-0 homevictory.

In 1954, athome, they knocked Italy
outofthefinals.

After a 1-1 draw against Ivory Coast
last Saturday, Switzerland coach Jakob
Kuhn has made it clear that he is not
looking at the result, although he wants
thebestfrom his players.

"We could afford to lose against
Italy on Wednesday. But it's about the
manner," he told the Swiss newspaper
Blick.

Italy left back Gianluca Zambrotta
is in doubt after he injured his right
thigh duringa training match Sunday.

Italy kick off their campaign in
Group E on June 12 against Ghana,
followed by matches against the USA
and the Czech Republic.

Switzerland play France on June 13,
and also face Togo and South Korea in
Group G.

PHOTO: AFP

Spain's Fernando Torres (L) fights for the ball with teammate Antonio Lopez during a training session at the Sport

City in Valencia on Tuesday.

Time running out for Sven
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REUTERS, Manchester

England coach Sven-Goran Eriksson
has given himself less than a week to
find a World Cup winning formula that
doesnotinvolve Wayne Rooney.

Eriksson remains publicly optimis-
tic that Rooney could recover from a
broken footin time to play some partin
the finals and says that as a coach he
would be "stupid" not to waitand see.

However, the medical evidence is
clearly pointingto a bleaker verdict.

The Swede's initiative to bring
forward Rooney's scan by a week to
June 7 -- two days before a FIFA dead-
line for replacing him in the squad --
suggests his optimism has some very
real limits.

Add a statement from Manchester
United on Monday that their striker's
metatarsal injury now involves the
joint, thereby taking longer to heal, and
it is easy to understand why hopes of
Rooney going to Germany are fading
fast.

His absence willbe adouble blow to
England and the full extent could be
brought sharply into focus in the

friendlies against Hungary on Tuesday
andJamaicaon Saturday.

Firstly, Rooney's surging runs and
eye for the target which brought him
four goals at Euro 2004 are, as Eriksson
admits, irreplaceable. "There is only
oneWayne Rooney," says the Swede.

Secondly, a dearth of top-quality
strikers is set to lead to a last-ditch
reshuffle of England's midfield on the
eve ofatournamentwhich theystarton
June 10 against Paraguay.

All eyes will be on the team sheet
against Hungary as Eriksson has said:
"When we start the game it will be the
team who we think today might start
against Paraguay."

Eriksson, who has admitted taking
one gamble already by naming untried
17-year-old Theo Walcott in his squad,
is expected to take another by moving
central defender Jamie Carragher into
amidfield holdingrole.

The task, allotted to Ledley King
before he also broke a metatarsal,
would allow Carragher's Liverpool
captain Steven Gerrard to move up to
support striker and former Anfield
team mate Michael Owen.

With two goals in Liverpool's FA
Cup final triumph over West Ham
United being only his latest goal feat,
Gerrard would certainly provide a real
threatgoing forward.

The years spent playing with Owen
at Liverpool means the two men
already have the rapport needed to
deliver.

Carragher's inclusion would also
allow goal-happy Frank Lampard, who
scored 20 times from midfield for
Chelsea last season, to push into the
dangerzone.

The gamble comes in the fact that
Carragher is a defender and not a
midfielder -- and thathe hasless than a
week to learn the job in match condi-
tions.

Towering striker Peter Crouch,
previously tipped to partner Owen,
could still make an appearance from
the bench, while Walcott could
become England's youngest player in
historyifhe comes on at Old Trafford.

Given that Eriksson said he would
try different alternatives to replacing
Rooney against Hungary and Jamaica,
he should fly out on Monday to the
finals with a clear idea of his starting XI.
He should perhaps also take a good
luckcharm.

An injury scare from Owen, who
suffered a tight thigh muscle in training
on Monday but should still face
Hungary, was further proof that for-
tune hasyet to smile on his team.

Fake merchandise
could bhe costly
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Ap, Brussels

The sale of fake World Cup merchandise
could cost legitimate businesss millions
of dollars, according to officials at a
special seminar on fighting pirated
goods.

"Iwould guess we are at a seven-digit
figure with illegal activities and we also
have to see that many activities do not
only happen in Europe, but happen in
countries like Brazil or Argentina, in
those countries which are soccer crazy,"
said Jochen Schaefer, legal counsel of
the Federation of the European Sporting
Goods Industry.

The counterfeit goods include team
shirts, soccer balls and other items
being sold to fans for this year's tourna-
ment in Germany, which runs from June
9-July9.

About 230,000 jobs in Europe alone
were put at risk because of lost business,
Schaefer told The Associated Press. The
group represents companies like
Adidas, Nike and Puma, all of which are
involved in providing uniforms to World
Cup participants.

More than 2,000 seizures of fake
goods linked to the World Cup have
already been made before the tourna-
ment, according to Michel Danet,
secretary general of the 169-nation
World Customs Organization.

"This is a worldwide plague that is
ever increasing,” Danet said. "We have

to try and attract the attention of con-
sumers to try to curb the problem ... We
need to attack supply and demand and
we are notdoing that today."

Danet said Monday's meeting of
experts, customs officials and business
representatives marked a first attempt
to bolster cooperation and coordination
to fight the black market of pirated and
counterfeit goods, which he said
accounts for about 10 percent of world
trade, orabout $50 billion a year.

Counterfeit goods posed not only a
risk to legitimate business and industry,
but also raised safety and health con-
cerns, Danet said, pointing to fake
World Cup chewing gum and chocolate
candy products, whose production is
unregulated.

Officials said sporting goods was
becoming a key growth area for black
market goods, especially when sold in
connection with major sporting events
like the World Cup, the Olympics or next
year's Rugby World Cup in France.

"The fight against fake products is
crucial at the moment, and the business
is getting ... bigger and bigger," said Eric
Vlieg, senior marketing manager at
Adidas.

German customs officers would be
using new EU-wide data bases with
which they could check goods seized at
border points during the World Cup, to
track down suppliers and sellers, said
Thomas Schmitt, head of Germany's
customs investigation division.

The seizure of counterfeit goods,
including fake DVDs, high-tech goods
and even food products, has risen

sharply in recent years within the 25-
nation European Union, senior EU
customs official John Pulford said.

"The fakes are extremely difficult to
spot now," Pulford said. "Customs are
pressure points where we can do some-
thing."

At the seminar, experts were consid-
ering adding new computer chips to
goods, including soccer shirts, to assure
consumers they were buying official
products.

Kalou moves to
Chelsea

REUTERS, London

English champions Chelsea have
reached agreement with Feyenoord
for the purchase of striker Salomon
Kalou.

The 20-year-old, the younger
brother of Ivory Coast captain
Bonaventure Kalou, has still to
undergo a medical and agree per-
sonal terms, Chelsea said on their
website on Tuesday.

Kalou recently had his application
for Dutch citizenship turned down
and told Dutch magazine Sportweek
that he wanted to play for Ivory Coast
after the World Cup finals.

Kalou joins Michael Ballack at
Stamford Bridge after the Germany
midfielder arrived on a free transfer
from Bayern Munich on May 15.

Chelsea are also poised to sign
Ukraine striker Andriy Shevchenko
who announced last week he was
leaving AC Milan.

Real targeting
Wenger

INTERNET, undated

Real Madrid presidential candidate
Juan Miguel Villar Mir is attempting to
lure Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger to
the Bernabeu.

Villar Mir is running with former
world rally champion Carlos Sainz as
his sidekick, and the plan to secure
Wenger as the club's new manager is
integral to their plans.

The problem Villar Mir and Sainz
face is persuading Wenger, 56, to talk
tothem about the opportunity.

But Sainz said: 'We are in the
process of doing that.'

Wenger has previously insisted he
will not break his contract which runs
until 2008 at Arsenal.

Another likely candidate, Ramon
Calderon, has targeted Juventus boss
Fabio Capello to become Madrid's
new manager, with the focus during
the upcoming elections apparently on
the coaching front rather than team
strengthening.

Previous elections have seen
squad building play a part, with Luis
Figo recruited from Barcelona by
Florentino Perez upon his election in
2000.

Perez resigned in February this
year, midway through a second term,
and was replaced by interim president
Luis Gomez-Montejano.

Elections take place onJuly 2.

Saviola leaving
Sevilla

REUTERS, Madrid

Argentina striker Javier Saviola is not
staying at Sevilla after the end of his
one-year loan from Barcelona, his
agentAlfredo Cabrera Brizuela said.

The UEFA Cup winners had an
option to buy Saviola. He moved to
Sevilla on loan last August and fin-
ished last season as the side's top
scorer in theleague with nine goals.

"Sevilla have said they will make
us an offer before Friday but I have
said Saviola will not stay at Sevilla,
even though he was keen to do so,"
Cabrera Brizuela told sports daily
Marcaon Tuesday.

"They had promised they would
make a big effort to sign him, but they
have now told me we would probably
see the offer as being not good
enough for the player.”

The agent also said the poor
relationship between Saviola and
coach Juande Ramos was behind the
decision.

"Ramos has shown a lack of
respect towards the player during
the season and now they have
decided to put the coach first."

The 24-year-old international
joined Barcelona from River Plate for
$28 million on a six year contract in
2001 but dropped down the pecking
orderunder coach Frank Rijkaard.

Asia buzzing with
World Cup fever

AFP, Singapore

Asia is buzzing with World Cup fever
and nowhere more than in pubs and
clubs, which are poised for a bonanza
from hordes of football fans watching
the games, drink in hand, on big
screenTVs.

The excitement has not escaped
staid Singapore, where nightlife
venues in the tiny island-state are
extending opening hours and
ramping up promotions to ensure
punters stay around to watch all the
goals throughout the night.

"We are showing all the games at
Penny Black's and Muddy Murphy's
and we definitely expect quite a
crowd," said Amy Williams, market-
ing manager for Gaelic Inns which
runs several European-style watering
holeshere.

"We upgraded our TVs to plasmas
to get the best possible sound and
bestpossible viewing," she added.

Popular dance club Devils Bar will
up the ante by enticing fans with "3 for
1" drink promotions while employing
cheerleaders to keep the party going,
said marketing manager Daryl Teo.

Across the region, similar prepara-
tions are under way, with matches in
Asia broadcast live in the late evening
or early hours of the morning.

At the last World Cup, joint hosted
by South Korea and Japan, street
parties erurpted in both countries,
with giant TV screens set up in strate-
giclocations.

Up to one million Red Devils fans
gathered to watch the home team
play in the centre of Seoul and pubs
and clubswere jammed.

Numbers will be down this year,
butpolicesstill expectlarge crowds.

Seoul city government officials
said about 100,000 fans are expected
to turn out in three big-screen TV
locations in Seoul for the three South
Korean group games. Numbers could
swell if Korea reaches the second
round.

"Due to late night games, many
people will watch at home. But we
think the number of people in the
streets will surge quickly if South
Korea qualifies for the round of 16,"
said one official.

Sheva explains reasons

m Football

INTERNET, undated

Andriy Shevchenko has attempted to
appease his many AC Milan fans by
publishing an open letter on his
personal website to emphasise how
he struggled to reach his decision to
leave Italian football.

The Ukrainian striker confirmed
on Friday he wanted to leave Milan
and the club's vice-president Adriano
Galliani announced the Rossoneri
would begin talks with Premiership
champions Chelsea.

In his letter, Shevchenko paid
tribute to Milan owner and former
Italy Prime Minister, Silvio
Berlusconi.

Sheva wrote: 'Yesterday it was a
very difficult day for me and before
taking this decision, I thought about it
foralongtime.

'It has been a hard decision but I

feel this is the right moment to think
about my family and my children as

ANDRIY SHEVCHENKO

they are the most important thing in
my life.

'Some days ago I explained my
feelings to Silvio Berlusconi; he is a
special person for me, he is Godfather

tomyson.

'He listened to me and understood
my feelings. “Do what is best for your
life', he told me, and I will always be
grateful to him for this and for what
he has done for me and my family.

'Talso would like to thank the club
and Mr Galliani for everything he has
done to keep me. But most of all this
is amessage to my fans to whom I ask
to accept mydecision.

'T have read your messages in the
last few days and a lot of them have
made me very emotional.

'T understand your disappoint-
ment and your sadness but I ask you
to accept my choice as a man. What
you have given to me in the last few
years is something special, I have
always feltathome with you.

'You will always stay in my heart.'

Shevchenko scored 173 goals for
Milan, the second most their history
behind Gunnar Nordahl with 221,
afterjoining the club in 1999.

Nakata urges teammates on
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AFP, Tokyo

Japan midfielder Hidetoshi Nakata
is telling his teammates to get seri-
ous ahead of a pre-World Cup
friendly with hosts Germany.

Nakata said Tuesday that he was
concerned that the atmosphere in
the Japan camp was too relaxed with
the start of the tournament just days
away.

"I think the atmosphere is the
main problem at the moment," the
Bolton midfielder said after a train-
ing session on Monday before Japan
left for Leverkusen.

"I could be wrong but the atmo-
sphere in the team seems to me a
little bit too friendly still," the vet-
eran of two World Cups told Japan's
Kyodo news agency.

He said the friendly would "show

whether we are ready or not."

Japan will test their first-choice
line-up against Germany, expected
to be without midfield superstar
Michael Ballack and defender
Robert Huth through ankle injuries.

Then they will play minnows
Malta in Dusseldorf on Sunday in
their final warm-up before clashing
with Guus Hiddink's Australia in
Kaiserslautern on June 12 in the
opener of Group F, which also
includes Croatia and holders Brazil.

Nakata, 29, attributed the
relaxed attitude of his team to alack
of experience at the top level of
international football.

Although 11 members of Japan's
23-strong squad were veterans of
the 2002 World Cup finals on home
soil, Nakata said only four struggled
through France 1998 when Japan
made a winless, one-goal debut on
the big stage.

"Do you think we can improve
our technique or tactics over the
next two weeks? If you are playing at

the highest level, strong mentality is
the most important thing," Nakata
told Kyodo.

"If you have that then you will
playabetter game."

Germany whitewashed Japan 3-0
away in Yokohama in December
2004, in the only previous meeting
between the two sides.

Nakata said that a loss to
Germany by four or five goals could
be a perfect wake-up call for the
three-time Asian champions.

"The point of the game is to find
out where we are atand what we can
do because Germany are obviously
high quality opposition," he said.

"It doesn't matter if we lose like
that but if we do then maybe we can
improve mentally. At the end of the
day it is the mental things that make
the difference."”

Japan, coached by Brazilian
legend Zico, aim to do better than
the last time when French firebrand
Philippe Troussier piloted them to
theround of 16.

PHOTO: AFP
Japan's midfielder Hidetoshi Nakata traps a ball during a rainy training session at the North Sport Park in Bonn on
Monday.
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