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In memoriam

30th death anniversary of
Shilpacharya observed

Eminent artist Murtaja Baseer speaking at the programme

ERSHAD KAMOL

AY 28 is the death
anniversary of master
painter Shilpachariya
Zainul Abedin, who has been a
catalyst in the development of art and
its institutional form in Bangladesh.
To observe the day, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (BSA) arranged a

discussion programme at the
Shilpakala premises.

Acclaimed artist Murtaja Baseer
was the chief guest while Begum
Jahanara Zainul, wife of Zainul
Abedin, was the special guest of the
programme. Presided over by ABM
Salahuddin, the director of Depart-
ment of Fine Arts of BSA, veteran art
critic Mainuddin Khaled was the
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other discussant.

Speakers focused on the contribu-
tion of Shilpacharaya to the develop-
ment of fine arts in Bangladesh.
According to them, he is yet to get his
due.

Mainuddin Khaled said,"Though
there has been a dynamic increase in
the number of artists, exhibitions and
sale of the art works, Shilpacharya

Zainul's death or birth anniversary is
not celebrated with zeal. In the digital
era at least one documentary on
Zainul Abedin could have been made
to acquaint the younger generation
with the artisticlegend."

On the creativity of Zainul, Khaled
said, "Zainul Abedin first introduced
modernism in the paintings. He
featured the common rural people,
riverscape, the plight of the masses
during the famine and more, using
watercolour and inexpensive paper,
but his art works are aesthetically
rich.”

Chief guest Murtaja Baseer said,
"We expect to know more about the
master artists such as Zainul Abedin
and Quamrul Hassan from veteran
teachers of the Fine Arts Institute in
such programmes. I don't see any
grand initiatives to honour the leg-
end, which I think is the result of the
current social turmoil." Subsequently
Baseer illustrated the contribution of
the Shilpacharyain creatingartists.

In her speech, special guest
Jahanara Abedin, said, " Some of
Abedin's works are being pirated
these days, which should be brought
to public attention. Otherwise, the
future generation will be totally
misguided and consider those sub-
standard works as Zainul's."

Chairperson ABM Salahuddin,
said, "Next year BSA hopes to under-
take a bigger initiative to honour
Shilpacharya."

The absence of the director general
and even the secretary of BSA at the
discussion session raised some
eyebrows.

An evening of dance by Nrityanchal

KHALD-BIN-HABIB

Around the globe, dance has one
language that of rhythm. If music is
the food of love, then dance provides
the garnishrequired.

On Sunday, May 28, Bangladesh
Shishu Academy Auditorium came
alive with captivating dance perfor-
mances presented by the dance-
students of the Nrityanchal Perform-
ing Arts Academy (NPAA). The organi-
sation inspires classical dance prac-
tice and performance in Bangladesh.
The NPAA consists of a group of
young, vibrant and dedicated dancers.

The evening began with a series of
dance ensembles, highlighting the
historical and regional significance of
dance in Bangladeshi culture. Artistes
and connoisseurs of dance from the
city came to enjoy this cultural treat.

Performances included, dance --
solo and group along with vocal and
instrumental music both by junior
and senior students of the Academy.
The dancers performed
Bharatnatyam, Kathak, traditional
and other folk forms. A variety of
dance styles provided the casual
visitors the ideal opportunity to grasp

performance tradition.

Kathak is both a religious and an
entertaining dance form. A dance
troupe from the senior section of the
Academy presented an eye catching
performance. Bharatnatyam is a
complex fusion of pure dance, ges-
ture, and mime. A group of young
boys and girls performed two
Bharatnatyam pieces with energetic
movement and rapid, rhythmic
footwork, interlaced with vivid narra-
tive sequences and lyrical explora-
tions of mood. An impressive dance
number, titled Pal uraiya dee was
staged in the show.

The glitzy dance show became
more enjoyable when a comical
dance item named Safdar daktar was
presented. The dance Chol chol chol,
was one of the most fascinating
pieces of the show. Different ethnic
and traditional music instruments
complemented the brightly attired
dancers. The concluding dance
number of the event, titled

E]onmobhumi gave a fascinating
'-'o’- glimpse of Bangladeshi rich dance
'55: heritage. The dance event ran for two
® hours. More than 150 students partic-

Exhibition

Immortalising personalities

FAYzA HAQ

A group of volunteer researchers are collecting
information on famous personalities of Bangla-
desh. These are collected on the computer at the
bilingual website www.gunijan.org. To illustrate
the work is the exhibition of portraits of some of
the personalities, to be seen at Drik Gallery.

In one of the pictures we see Jewel Aich taking a
walk in a park with its cluster of leafy trees. We see
him along with nature as we normally have not
seen him before. Hamida Hossain is seen with her
catin her garden, as she is going about her interest
in touching up the garden. This is also a close,
personal focus. Suhashini Das, who has been
managing orphans for decades is seen relaxing
and reading a book at leisure in a dark room.
Angela Gomes is seen outside her office at Jessore.
Mustafa Monwar is seen watching clouds, stand-
ing on his terrace. Murtaja Baseer is seen looking
through his staircase and this is an unusual angle.
Rabeya Khatoon, a writer, is seen relaxing near a
window in her house, with abookin hand.

Professor Anisuzzaman is seen contemplating

pensive mood

makes one happy.

on what to write next. Ferdousi Priyobhashini is
seen among her driftwood creation.

Asked to comment on the exhibition on the
whole, taking into consideration the new web site,
Murtaja Baseer said, "People don't usually bother
all that much about the gunijan (revered personali-
ties). This is an adventurous step that makes us
aware of so many personalities. This brings
together facts about our famous people and I think
this way of paying homage is remarkable.”

Dr Shahidul Alam of Drik Gallery said, "I'm
reminded of Norwegian photographer Martin
Krogvold who commented on what a civilised
nation meant and he talked about how in the past
culture was gauged on the basis of people's
strength or their wealth. Today when civilisation is
gauged on how people valued their gunijan this

Din Mohammed Shibly, the young photogra-
pher who had captured the gunijans through the
lens said," I wanted to bring the best products of
our soil, whether they be scientists or litterateurs or
social or political personalities. This was so that the
new generation would learn of their contributions.

possible.

Srimati Suhashini Das leisurely reading a book (Top), noted chess player Rani Hamid in a

Their lives, their work and their portraits will all be
in the web site www.gunijan.org. This would
inspire the average individual to struggle ahead in
theirownlines."

When asked about details of the photographs,
Shibly said that at first he took pictures of 100
personalities from which he selected 25 for the
exhibition. They had no priority basis but were
selected randomly. Some were out of the country,
some ailing and old, but they were generally enthu-
siastic and gave their time. He tried to avoid the
beaten track and he tried to include the portraits in
wide angles. It's like seeing a portrait on a big
canvas. Shibly tried to make them as artistic as

Shibly studied Mass Communication from
Rajshahi. Meanwhile he was fascinated by photo-

journalism for along time and studied at Pathshala.

Alam.

He began work in Prothom Alo in 1994. He then
worked in Ice Today, Charbela Char Din, Kali Kolom
and Jamini. With the gunijan project he is working
as a freelancer. His favourite photographers are
Sebastio Salgado, Raghu Rai and Dr Shahidul

Morning Sky, an all women's singing group; participated in a concert at the
Radisson Water Garden on May 27 with the Jago Arts dancers and Cantemus,

Wind blows fair at Cannes
English film bags Palme d'Or award

Veteran English director Ken Loach
shocked the 59th Cannes Film Festival
bywinning the Palme d'Or for best film.

Hedid the deed with his openly anti-
British, pro-Irish history lesson, The
Wind That Shakes the Barley. The
sombre, methodical film starring
Cillian Murphy traces the modernroots
of the Irish Republican Army in 1920,
chronicling a brother-against-brother
tragedy when the partition of Ireland
setsoffafreshwave of violence.

Loach's victory meant that the
media favourites at Cannes, including
Spanish director Pedro Almodovar
with Volver and Mexican director
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarrituwith Babel,
wereleftwith lesser prizes.

The highest profile award in the
Palmares went to Penelope Cruz as best
actress for her stunning, career-best
performance in Volver, but the jury was
feeling generous and decided she
should share it with her five female co-

Cruz.

The best actor prize was also shared,
in this case by the five Arab actors who
star as Algerian soldiers heroically
fighting for France in the Second World
War, but being treated like second-
class citizens. The five--Jamel
Debbouze, Samy Naceri, Roschdy
Zem, Sami Bouajila and Bernard
Blancan -- are featured in French
director Rachid Bouchareb's Indigenes.

Source: Internet
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