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Art Exhibition

Title: Dynamic5
Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine
Art

Date: May 17-23
Time: 11am-6pm

Title: Exhibition of Ibsen
Commemoration 2006

Organiser: Centre for Asian Theatre,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and

Norwegian Embassy

Venue: National Art Gallery,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: May 10-20

Time: 9am-12pm and 5pm-7pm

Title: Moves by Matthias Gebert
Venue: Goethe-Institut Dhaka
Date: May 21-June 1

Time: 10am-8pm

Theatre

Play: Lady From The Sea
Organiser: Space and Acting
Research Center and Advancing
Public Interest Trurst

Venue: Rabindra Sarobar,
Dhanmondi

Date: May 20-23

Time: 7:00pm

9th Calligraphy
Exhibition 2006

Venue: National Museum gallery
Date: May 6-22
Time: 10:00am-5:00pm

Canadian Film
Festival

Organiser: Zahir Raihan
Film Society

Venue: German

Cultural Centre

Date: May 22

Movie: Water

Time: 2:00pm

Movie: Exotica

Time: 4:00pm

Movie: Ararat

Time: 5:45pm

Movie: Where the Truth Lies
Time: 7:45pm

Date: May 24

Movie: Dead Ringers
Time: 2:30pm

Movie: Crash

Time: 4:30pm

Movie: Spider

Time: 6:15pm

Movie: AHistory of Violence
Time: 8:00pm

Terje Maerli

Winner of the Ibsen Award '06

ERSHAD KAmOL

ORWEGIAN director-

playwright Terje Meerli is

one of the two winners of
the Ibsen Award provided in the
Ibsen Commemoration Festival '06,
Bangladesh. He has received the
honour for his outstanding career in
theatre in Norway and abroad. The
other winner of Ibsen Award is
seasoned Indian theatre personality
Ebrahim Alkazi. Meerli is particular
renowned as a director of Henrik
Ibsen's plays. He has so far directed
around 100 theatre performances
including 32 productions of 16 plays
by Ibsen.

Meerli has participated in the
seminars and international confer-
ence in the Ibsen Commemoration
'06 Bangladesh, besides observing
the plays.

What is his impression of the
festival? "Productions are very
interesting, which has enriched my
views. I've got new ideas to develop.
And Ibsen Commemoration '06,
Bangladesh is a well-organised
theatre festival," says Meerli.

To compare and contrast the
presentation of Ibsen's plays in the
orient and the west, Meerli says,
"Directors in Asia basically
emphasise on the political issues in
the presentation of Ibsen's plays,
where as the directors from
Northern Europe have different
interpretation of the same plays. As
we find huge gap between the
socio-political scenario of Ibsen's
days and contemporary Europe, the
Northern European directors
emphasise on the psychological
and mythological aspects of the
charactersin Ibsen's plays.

"In the Scandinavian countries
there is less political turmoil, social
injustice and environmental pollu-

Terje Meerli

tion: the major aspects of Ibsen's
plays, compared to the rest part of
the world. So, Ibsen's plays need
different interpretations in these
daysin the region. Thatis why we try
to unveil the conflict between the
inner and outer self of a person,
crises of existence and mental
pollution (pollution within) of human
beings through Ibsen's plays."
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To analyse his own style, director
Terje Meerli says, "l don't believe in
‘realism' in my directorial composi-
tions. First of all | take away all the
'living room' sequences of Ibsen's
plays, in which most of the actions of
the text take place. Through the
actions and body language of the
actors | create required composi-
tions on an empty stage. In case of

sets, simple but quality light is used
to create the ambience. Instead of
the realistic costumes, | prefer
'masks', to portray duality in Ibsen's
characters, as these characters can
be interpreted in different ways. In
case of characterisation, | like to
avoid doing any overview of the
multidimensional characters of the
plays. And | dictate my actors at the
initial stage to 'get in the frame' of
the play, and then allow little free-
domduring choreography."

Besides Norway, he has directed
Ibsen's plays in Denmark, Germany,
Japan and Sweden. And he asserts
that the people from the
Scandinavian countries get advan-
tage during the staging of Ibsen's
play more than the people from rest
part of the world.

Terje Meerli is also a playwright. In
his plays he basically deals with
‘existentialism philosophy' or crises of
existence. And he thinks as a play-
wright he is influenced by French
philosopher-playwright Camus and
Sartre. He has also directed TV drama
basedon Ibsen's plays.

On the current theatre scenario of
Norway Terje Meerli says, "All the
theatre groups in Norway are pro-
fessional. At least 20 troupes are
government subsidised. And there
are many troupes, which do not get
subsidy, but are doing quality thea-
tre. And rich theatre curriculum is
included in all the public universi-
ties.

Prior to receiving the Ibsen Award
in Dhaka, Terje Meerli has been
honoured with prestigious awards
including the Amanda Award,
Theatre Critics' Award and
Scandinavian National Theatre
Award.

Celebrating memorable Bangla songs
of last 100 years

Album launch of Shotoborsher Bangla Gaan

KARIM WAHEED

The Hong Kong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation Ltd (HSBC)
celebrated the excellence in Bangla
music through a musical soiree in
February this year.

The colossal event included
several A-listed artistes performing
Bangla songs, composed over the
last 100 years, back to back.

Due to popular requests and to
preserve the songs presented at
that event, HSBC took an initiative
to record the performances in three
CDs. The collection of these albums
titted Shotoborsher Bangla Gaan
was launched at a restaurant on
May 18. Including 38 songs, the
collection also contains a brochure
with commentary on some of the
songs from selected eras.

Noted researcher and music
exponent Dr Karunamoy Goswami;
Md Mahbub-Ur-Rahman, corporate
banking head of HSBC; Steve
Banner, CEO of HSBC Bangladesh
and Mustafizur R Khan, manager
marketing and public, spoke at the
event. Shujeo Shyam, music direc-

(L-R) Md Mahbub-Ur-Rahman, Steve Banner and Dr Karunamoy Goswami at

the albumlaunch

tor of the Shotoborsher Bangla
Gaan concert and artistes who had
performed at the concert Shaheen
Samad, Khayrul Anam Shakil,
Chandona Majumder and
Mahiuzzaman Chowdhury also
attended the event.

Md Mahbubur Rahman said in his

speech, "It's not possible to capture
the brilliance of Bangla songs that
have become iconic in the course of
100 years but the musical
programme was an effort to present
and promote our musical heritage.
HSBC claims to be 'world's local
bank' and itintends to play its part in

upholding the local culture and
heritage.

"Since the songs have been
recorded live at the concert, quality
of sound effects may not be that
great in certain songs but I'm sure
music aficionados will overlook
that."

Dr Karunamoy Goswami said,
"Music is the richest and yet most
vulnerable point of the Bangalee
culture. HSBC's initiatives to pro-
mote Bangla music are certainly
commendable. | hope, their
endeavours continue and Bangla
music lovers can enjoy more such
treats like these albums."

Added attraction of the album
launch was performances by art-
istes attending the event.

The collection of albums is a
limited edition and not available for
purchase. However, HSBC
Bangladesh has launched an
online promotion for non-resident
Bangladeshis (NRB). First 500
qualifying NRBs, who apply via
HSBC Bangladesh's website will
receive these albums.
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Ibsen Commemoration '06, Bangladesh

Bhittiprostor. An Anya
Chetana production

p s

A scene from Bhittiprostor

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A realistic 'living room' ambience
was created on the stage, and when
the action began the audience saw
Krishnadas Halder (Shankar
Bhattacharya), an MLA of West
Bengal, busy with his political,
business oriented and social activi-
ties in the role of a true 'pillar of the
society'.

This is how the play Bhittiprostor,
an adaptation of Henrik Ibsen's
Pillars of the Society, an Anya
Chetana, Kolkata production began
on May 18. The play was staged at
the National Theatre Stage as part of
the ongoing theatre festival titled
'Staging Ibsen in Asia', which is a part
of the Ibsen Commemoration '06,
Bangladesh programme.

The central character of
Bhittiprostor, Krishnadas Haldar is a
god-like figure in his locality for his
honesty. However, he has a dark
past. To achieve the heights where
he is today, he had often made his
close relatives scapegoats of his
own crimes. Debabrata Dasgupta's
adaptation adequately represents
the structure, story and messages --
selfishness and existence crisis -- of
Ibsen's original play.

Though all the actions take place
in the living room, Debabrata
Dasgupta's directorial composition
is balanced. He has successfully
created the conflicts: between inner
and outer self of Krishnadas;
between Krishnadas and Sitesh, his
brother-in-law whom he had framed
for cheating; Krishnadas and Lila,
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his sister-in-law with whom he had
an affair; Krishnadas and Dipali,
who took shelter in his house but the
depraved man has used her draw-
back. The use of mask to portray the
duality in Krishnadas is effective in
play.

Bijoy Bhatterjee's 'light-dark’
effects juxtaposed well with the
directorial compositions. However,
Debandra Dasgupta's realistic set is
pale, which does not represent the
ambience of a living room of an
aristocrat like Krishnadas Halder.

All the actors performed boldly on
the stage. Swapan Das as Ranij,
Chandana Roy as Lilaand Shankar
Bhattacharyya as Krishnadas acted
as per the required actions of the play.

Documentary on Ferdousi Majumdar
to be aired today

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

National Award winning documen-
tary Jibon O Abhinoy: Ferdousi
Majumdar will be aired today at
1:05pm on ATN Bangla.

The documentary, planned and
directed by Abdullah Al Mamun,
highlights the accomplishments and
life of noted theatre and TV actress
Ferdousi Majumdar. In the
Bangladeshi acting scenario
Ferdousi has attained an iconic
status for her immense contribution
totheatre.

During her decades-spanning
career she has been involved with
radio, theatre, television and the
silver screen. This multifaceted
actress has impressed the audience
with her diverse roles in several TV
plays and serials.

In the documentary Ferdousi talks
about the interesting incidents in her
life. From the vast array of TV serials
she has done, clips from her ten best
serials have been included in the
documentary. The documentary also
features noted actors Ramendu

Ferdousi Majumdar in a scene from the documentary

Majumdar, Subarna Mustafa, Abdul
Kader, Tropa Majumdar and several
others.

Poet Shamsur Rahman,
Professor Kabir Choudhury, Syed
Shamsul Haque, Mamunur Rashid,

and Aly Zaker have talked about
Ferdousiin the documentary as well.
Anwar Hossain has done filming of
the 80-minute long documentary. In
the prelude of the documentary
Munni Shaha talks to Ferdousi.

All programmes are in local time.

The Daily Star will not be responsible

forany change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

News Headlines(Bangla) at5:30pm.7:30pm.

TaraNews (Bangla) at8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD

Every hour on the hour

BTV _
09:05  Open University Jggg
10:00  Satellite Broadcast
12:15  Shangbad Potrer Pata
Thekey ATN
12:30  Shawastho Tatthya 10:30
01:00  Nebedon 11:05
01:30  Cartoon
02:40  Bangla Feature Flim 11:35
05:05  Nobo Anondey Jago 12:15
06:10  Wrestling 03:45
07:00  Laukik Bangla 04:20
08:35  Shafolyo Gatha 05:10
09:00 Drama: Shundar Ar 05:45
Koto Shundar 06:20
10:25 Teknaf Thekey Tetulia
CHANNEL i 08:00
09:45  Public Reaction
09:50  Tritiyo Matra 08:30
11:05  Na Bola Kotha
11:30  Mukto Bazar 09:00
12:30  Aj Dupurey O Citycell 09:30
Tarokakothon(Live)
01:05  Ebong Cinemar Gaan 10:35
01:30  Shangbadpotrey
Bangladesh
01:45  Public Reaction ntv
02:40  Shath Rong 08:35
04:05  Educational 10:05
Programme
04:30  SaRe GaMa 10:30
05:30  Sharif Melamine 01:05
Cholochitra Sangeet 02:35
Mala
06:00  Music Plus 03:15
06:20 Drama Serial:
Bhalobashar 03:50
Manushera 04:25
07:50 Drama Serial:
Bishudho Onuprobesh | 05:20
08:20 Drama Serial: Ar Holo 06:20
Na Jaoa 06:50
09:35  Hridoye Mati O 08:25

Manush 05:20  Twins Effect 10:00  Yatra-Indian Travels 10:00  Sportscenter Week In
Drama Serial: Korkot 07:25  Out Of Time 10:30  Discovery Wings Review
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BANGLA ) . 11:30 Team India
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New Shabui O . . : P 08:00  Rough Trades 10:00  Fifa World Cup Preview
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