
Nazrul's plays 
for children to 
be staged
Cultural organisation Genesis is set 
to stage two plays for children by 
National Poet, Kazi Nazrul Islam. 
The plays -- Lichu Chor and Khuko 

O Kathberali -- will be staged at the 
Exper imenta l  Theat re  Hal l ,  
Shilpakala Academy starting from 6 
pm on May 11, according to a press 
release. 

The plays have been dramatised 
by Begum Momtaz Hossain and 
Noor Hossain Rana is the director. 
Sets have been designed by 
Shahidul Hassan and Shafiqul 
Islam. Light designing has been 
done by Swapan Ahmed and Meraj 
Ahmed is the music director of the 
play. Sauro, Dileep, Saquib, 
Priyanka, Nadi, Liya and play the 
main roles. 
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News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55 
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 
pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and English) 
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i 
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2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm, 
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English )  at 11:30 pm.
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am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm. 
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
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News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am. 
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm.  5:00 
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Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm. 

TARA BANGLA
News  Headlines (Bangla)  at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30 
pm.

BBC WORLD
Every hour on the hour

TV GUIDE

News Bulletin News Bulletin 

All programmes are in local time. 
The Daily Star will not be responsible 
for any change in the programme. 
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Art Exhibition
Title: Existence

Artist: H. Shahadat

Venue: Gallery Kaya

Date: April 28 - May 12

Time: 11am-8pm

Artist: Nazia Andaleeb Preema

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery

Date: May 5-18

Time: 11am-8pm

Title: Harmony

Organiser: Bangladesh Artist Welfare 

Organisation and Delegation of the 

European Commission in Dhaka

Venue: La Gallerie of Alliance de 

Dacca

Date: May 7-16

Time: 9am-12pm and 5pm-7pm

Title: Exhibition of Ibsen Commemo-

ration 2006

Organiser: Centre for Asian Theatre, 

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and 

Norwegian Embassy 

Venue: National Art Gallery, Bangla-

desh Shilpakala Academy  

Date: May 10-20

Time: 9am-12pm and 5pm-7pm

Theatre 
Play: The Lady from The Sea

Organiser: Department of Theatre 

and Music, Dhaka University

Venue: Natmondol Auditorium

Date: May 9, 10 and 11

ERSHAD KAMOL

A CCLAIMED actress Kabori 
Sarwar has emerged as a 
screen playwright and 

director through the film Aaina. The 
film features the oppression of 
women in a male-dominated soci-
ety.

Kushum (Sabah), like many poor 
girls in rural Bangladesh, is a victim 
of dowry, lechery and other social 
ills. A village terrorist (Joy Raj) kills 
her father to marry her. To escape 
from the clutches of the evildoer, 
Kushum comes to Dhaka and gets a 
job as a domestic help. However, 
here also she attracts the attention 
of a lascivious landlord. The latter's 
wife, rather than vent her spleen on 
her husband, orders Kushum to 
leave the house. The film Aaina 
clearly delineates the miserable 
condition of housewives in the 
metros, who time after time have to 
compromise with their husband's 
misdeeds.

The craftsmanship of Kabori 
Sarwar's screenplay deserves 
plaudits. The film features the 
lifestyle of slum-dwellers and 
garment workers. It gives an 
authentic portrayal of the oppres-
sion on women workers, who are 
the backbone of the industry. At the 
end of the movie Kushum becomes 

the victim of acid violence.
However, Kabori's screenplay is 

a trifle abrupt at the beginning of the 
movie while featuring the plight of 
rural women. As debutant director, 
Kabori deserves plaudits. The story 
is minus vulgarity, rather it is artisti-
cally handled. And a momentum has 
been maintained throughout the 
movie. Framing and cinematogra-
phy are also better than the average 
films. 

Sabah performed spontaneously 
in the sequences of love, laughter 
and others. However, the promising 
actress failed to do justice to scenes 
displaying her wrath, anger, and 
emotion. Ferdaus, in the role of her 
fiancé performed well as per the 
mood and tempo of the movie. Joy 
Raj and Kahinur made their promis-
ing debuts as anti- heroes. The 
spontaneous performance of the 
seasoned actor ATM Shamsu-
zzaman is also an attraction for 
movie goers.

The premiere show of Aaina was 
screened on May 7 at Bashundhara 
Cineplex. It is one of the three 
movies, produced by Impress Tele-
film.

Earlier, clippings of the other two 
mov ies  J iboner  Galpo  and 
Rakkhushi, were screened. 

Information Minister M Shamsul 
Islam and Information Secretary 

Barrister M Haider Ali were the chief 

and special guest respectively in the 

programme. Faridur Reza Sagar, 

the managing director of Impress 

Tele-film welcomed the guests and 

film directors with crests.    

Cinema

Aaina: Women's issues take 
centre stage 

KAVITA CHARANJI

For Tagore singer Shama Rahman, 
it's not just Tagore's birth anniver-
sary that matters; every day is a 
celebration of the great bard's life 
and work. However, she does have 
plans for May 8--rendering Tagore 
songs on the various TV channels.

Explaining what Rabindra 
Sangeet means to her, she says 
eloquently, “ Tagore songs enrich 
me greatly. When I am happy, sad or 
in trouble, I take shelter in 
Rabindranath. And I like to share the 
experience with people.”

In addition to her singing, Shama 
is busy shooting for TARA Muzik's 
w e e k l y  p r o g r a m m e ,  t i t l e d ,  
Gitobitan. This programme is dedi-
cated to Rabindra Sangeet and 
features the poet's songs, discus-
sions about his philosophy and his 
effect on listeners. In addition, her 
singing has taken her for perfor-
mances in Mumbai, Kolkata, while 
she was centre stage recently in a 
solo performance at the Alliance 
Francaise, Dhaka. 

“The response I get from my 
audience, is my greatest reward,” 
says Shama. She recounts an 
anecdote from one of her memora-
ble performances. Memory takes 
her back four years to a programme 
organised  in Dhanmondi by her late 
friend Nasreen Haque, the well-
known social activist. The gathering 
mainly comprised of women with 
breast cancer and friends of 
patients who had lost their lives to 
this deadly disease. “ I was asked to 
sing the favourite songs of the 
audience. It felt really good to see 
the happiness writ large on their 

faces,” says Shama.
For Shama, nature is a perennial 

source of inspiration. She is particu-
larly drawn by dusk  when she can 
get a glimpse of the glorious sunset 
and the vast expanse of the darken-
ing sky. In her words, “ Nature 
always gives me a boost. In Bangla-
desh all the seasons are beautiful. 
Each of them has a unique charac-
teristic. I love them all, but the mon-
soon particularly appeals to me. 
Through Tagore's songs and 
poems, I can express all my inner 
feelings.”

Shama has trod a long road with 
Rabindra Sangeet. She began 
training in this genre from an early 

age. Her initial training was at home 
under the supervision of late Ustad 
Fazlul Huq with classical music. 
Later, she studied music at 
Chhayanat for two years. Finally 
she was a student at the Bulbul 
Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA) under 
late Atiqul Islam for five years.

Shama is now looking at new 
directions.  She says that her inter-
est lies in teaching, where she 
believes she could “contribute to 
society and also promote Tagore's 
music.” Meanwhile as an avid 
Rabindra Sangeet lover, she strives 
to imbibe his philosophy and songs 
in her day to day life.

Shama Rahman

Looking back at Tagore

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To observe the third anniversary of 
theatre troupe Prangone Mor, a 
three-day programme featuring 
discussions, a seminar and music, 
ended on May 7.

The songs of Mukunda Das were 
presented each day of the anniversary 
celebration. Moreover, the topic of the 
workshops, seminar and discussions 
was also on Charan Kabi (bard) 

Mukunda Das. Based on Das, the 
troupe put up its new production titled 
Loko Nayak. Seasoned theatre 
activist Nikhil Sen conducted the 
workshops and presented a keynote 
paper at the seminar.

The main event of the three-day 
celebration was held on May 6 at 
Mahila Samity Stage. On the day, 
renowned cultural activists of the 
country such as Asad Chowdhury, 
Asaduzzaman Noor, MP and others 

carried out a discussion on the semi-
nar paper read by Nikhil Sen.

The title of the seminar was 'Social 
commitment of artist: Bard Mukunda 
Das and Artistes of the day'. 
Renowned poet-playwright-novelist 
Syed Shamsul Haq was the chief 
guest while acclaimed jatra artiste 
Jyotsna Biswas was the special 
guest of the programme. 

Mukunda Das (1878-1934) began 
writing nationalist songs and folk 
plays based on the anti-British 
swadeshi movement. In his songs, 
Das called for the boycott of foreign 
goods and described the oppression 
by the British in simple, vivid lan-
guage. Enraged by his songs such as 
Chhilo dhan gola bhora/ shet indure 
karlo sara (Granaries filled with rice/ 
destroyed by white mice), Bhoy ki 
morone rakhite shontane/ matongi 
metechhe aaj shomor rong, the 
British government arrested him. 
However, Das remained undaunted. 
During the non-cooperation move-
ment in 1922 and the Civil Disobedi-
ence Movement in 1930, he contin-
ued to inspire people with his songs 
and plays. 

Discussants in the programme 

urged contemporary artistes to 

display similar social commitment.

Anniversary celebration 
of Prangone Mor
Discussions, seminar and musical programme held

REUTERS, New York

Three war-themed films took top 
prizes at the Tribeca Film Festival 
during the weekend, as Robert De 
Niro's fifth annual celebration of New 
York honored a decidedly political and 
international selection.

T r i s t a n  B a u e r ' s  A r g e n-
tine/Spanish Blessed by Fire 
(Iluminados por el fuego), the tale of 
a Falklands War soldier, won the 
Founders Award for best narrative 
feature, and Deborah Scranton's 
The War Tapes, featuring footage 
from US soldiers in Iraq that pre-
senter Ken Burns hailed for its 
"spellbinding brutality," took home 

the best documentary feature prize.
The audience award went to 

Linda Hattendorf's The Cats of 
Mirikitani, the documentary tale of a 
homeless Japanese-American who 
lost family members in the nuclear 
devastation of Hiroshima. 

The awards were handed out last 
Saturday. De Niro and event co-
founder Jane Rosenthal, actors 
Josh Lucas and Lucy Liu and New 
York film boosters Pat Kaufman and 
Katherine Oliver found the winners' 
names wrapped in giant fortune 
cookies, in synch with the event's 
Chinatown banquet hall locale, the 
Golden Bridge.

Egyptian director Marwan 

Hamed was named best new narra-
tive filmmaker for The Yacoubian 
Building (Omaret Yacoubian), and 
Turkish helmer Pelin Esmer nabbed 
best new documentary filmmaker 
honors for The Play (Oyun).

German actor Jurgen Vogel took 
home the best actor in a narrative 
film award for The Free Will (Der 
Freie Wille), in a performance Lucas 
hailed as "one of the best I've seen 
in my life." Czech Republic actress 
Eva Holubova was named best 
actress in a narrative film for Holiday 
Makers (Ucastnici zajezdu).

War-films honored at NY's 
Tribeca fest
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Sabah and Ferdaus in a romantic scene in the movie Aaina 

Shama Rahman renders a song

A scene from Blessed by Fire
(L-R) Asaduzzaman Noor MP, Ananta Hira, Asad Chowdhury and Nikhil 
Sen are seen at the discussion programme

Ferari Syren
On ATN Bangla at 08:30 pm

Drama Serial

Cast: : Diti, Ahmed Reza Rubel, Sweety

Chalti Hawa
On Channel-i at 8:20 pm

Talk Show

Host: Samia Zaman
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