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Chelsea, United 
fined in Kenya! 
AFP, Nairobi

A Kenyan judge has suggested that 

arch-rival English football clubs 

Chelsea and Manchester United pay 

fines slapped on two men for a 

Nairobi barroom brawl during the 

two sides' weekend premiership 

decider.

Nairobi resident magistrate 

Catherine Mwangi fined Roy Kirimi 

and Kenny Marango the equivalent 

of 70 dollars (56 euros) each for 

disturbing the peace after they 

f o u g h t  o v e r  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  

Saturday's match.

The two men face 50 days in 

prison if they fail to pay the fines 

and after being sentenced on 

Tuesday appealed for leniency, 

saying they could not afford the 

penalty, according to court officials.

Mwangi was unsympathetic to 

the men whose fisticuffs cause a 

major disruption and damage to the 

bar where they watched the game, 

the officials said.

"Tell Manchester and Chelsea to 

pay the fines for you," they quoted 

Mwangi as telling the pair.

The English Premiership is 

hugely popular in Kenya and foot-

ball fans regularly crowd bars 

around the east African nation to 

watch the matches on satellite 

television and cheer on their favour-

ite teams.

In Saturday's game, Chelsea 

wrapped up their second consecu-

tive Premiership title in style at 

home by beating nearest rivals 

Manchester United 3-0.

Soccer to build 
harmony
AFP, Berlin

Christian ministers will tackle Muslim 

imams in a pre-World Cup friendly 

officiated by a Jewish referee as part of 

an initiative aimed at increasing 

understanding among religions, it 

was announced Wednesday.

The eight-a-side match presided 

over by three Jewish officials was 

organised by the German Protestant 

Church and will take place Saturday, 

just over a month before the big World 

Cup kick-off on June 9.

The friendly match is part of a 

wider initiative associated with a 

conference organised by the British 

Embassy in Berlin on integration, 

racism and football and will be the 

first such match in Germany, accord-

ing to the Church of Berlin and 

Brandenbourg.

Churches of different Christian 

denominations are also organising a 

series of events including festivals 

and concerts under the banner 

"kickoff2006 - Kick-off Faith," using 

football's global appeal to promote 

tolerance and unity.

At Geithain in the east of Germany, 

the protestant church is also trying to 

organise a mini-World Cup among 32 

churches to mirror the actual event.

Unlike the FIFA-organised World 

Cup, though, there are no plans for a 

cartoon mascot.

REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro 

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto Parreira 

confidently named his starting line-up 

on Wednesday for his team's opening 

World Cup match against Croatia next 

month. 

Parreira, whose side play Croatia 

on June 13 and face Australia and 

Japan in their first round group, will 

field his so-called magic quartet of 

Ronaldo, Ronaldinho, Adriano and 

Kaka. 

Injury and fitness-permitting, the 

world champions' team will be the one 

that started the World Cup qualifier 

against Venezuela in October, Brazil's 

last competitive match. 

"To start the Cup, it will be the 

quartet," Parreira told reporters. 

"The team which starts the Cup will 

be the same one which finished the 

qualifiers, we have to be coherent." 

"Afterwards, during the course of 

the competition, the results and 

performances will determine whether 

or not it's necessary to change," 

Parreira added. 

Brazil began the Venezuela game 

with Dida in goal, a back four of Cafu, 

Juan, Lucio and Roberto Carlos, 

Emerson and Ze Roberto as the defen-

sive midfielders, plus the attacking 

quartet. 

Parreira also said that Ronaldinho 

would be allowed to play with the 

same freedom he enjoys at Barcelona. 

"It's absurd to say that he plays 

differently in the national team and 

Barcelona because of his positioning," 

Parreira said. 

"He has complete freedom in the 

Brazil team. The difference is that, 

when he plays for his club, he has the 

stage to himself and in the national 

team he has to divide it with other 

stars." 

Parreira declined to comment 

further about who else would be 

included in the 23-man squad, which 

will be named on May 15. 

Magic quartet 
in Brazil opener 

AFP, London

England coach Sven-Goran Eriksson 

said Wednesday that striker Wayne 

Rooney had more than one break in 

his foot and would probably need a 

"miracle" to be fit for the World Cup.

Eriksson added that he planned to 

name Rooney in his provisional 23-

man squad on Monday, a week before 

the official FIFA deadline, and then 

keep his fingers firmly crossed.

He has been promised an update 

f r o m  M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d  o n  

Thursday.

"I knew yesterday that he had more 

than one fracture. That's what I 

heard," said Eriksson.

"I don't know what that means but 

I'm not that pessimistic. I'm born that 

way.

"Miracles happen in life now and 

then, but I don't really know."

When pressed on whether Rooney 

now needs a miracle, Eriksson said: 

"Maybe."

Rooney broke a bone in his foot on 

Saturday but has refused to give up 

hope of playing some part in 

England's World Cup campaign, 

despite the scepticism of  his  

Manchester United boss Sir Alex 

Ferguson.

It will be at least six weeks before 

he can play again, effectively ruling 

him out of at least the opening stages 

in Germany.

England team doctor Leif Sward 

will go to Manchester on Thursday to 

speak to Manchester United doctor 

Mike Stone and discuss Rooney's 

injury and his World Cup chances.

Unless Eriksson is told Rooney has 

no chance at all of being fit for any part 

of  the World Cup f inals ,  the 

Manchester United striker will be 

named in the squad on Monday.

"I will probably name him on 

Monday. It will be 26 and maybe 27 

players. Three or four of those players 

will know they are reserves.

"I will not rule him out until the 

doctors tell me there is no chance. No 

one wants that to happen. Everyone 

hopes he can take part in the World 

Cup at some stage."

On Monday night, United boss Sir 

Alex Ferguson hit out at Eriksson's 

optimism, claiming the England boss 

was peddling a "wild dream".

But the pair spoke on Tuesday and 

agreed Rooney would stay in 

Manchester until he was fit to play, 

rather than join up with the England 

squad on May 15.

Eriksson said: "We had a long chat 

about Rooney and the fact that he is 

going to stay in Manchester.

"I might pick him but he is going to 

stay in Manchester to do all the recov-

ery until he is football fit.

"I think that's fair. He is staying at 

home and working with the physios 

and masseurs in Manchester.

"Nobody knows when he will start 

running. Nobody knows today."

Manchester United issued a 

statement later Wednesday refuting 

reports that suggested Rooney was 

definitely out of the World Cup.

"Despite stories in the press we 

believe Wayne is still six weeks away 

from full training," the club said.

"We are not prepared to discuss 

anything specific in relation to his 

injury or his rehabilitation."

There was better news for Eriksson 

about Michael Owen, who suffered 

discomfort on his return from a bro-

ken foot on Saturday.

"I am quite sure Michael will be 

fit," the Swede said.

'Rooney needs a miracle' 

AFP, Berlin

SV Hamburg kept the German title race 

alive on Tuesday thanks to a 1-0 victory 

over struggling FC Cologne.

Hamburg are now two points 

behind leaders Bayern Munich who 

need five points to defend their title 

and are at home to VfB Stuttgart on 

Wednesday.

German international defender 

Lukas Sinkiewicz scored an own goal 

after three minutes to help Hamburg 

move seven points ahead of third-

placed Werder Bremen with two 

games left.

If Bremen fail to win their game in 

hand against MSV Duisburg on 

Wednesday Hamburg will claim 

second spot and direct entry into the 

Champions League.

"We did not understand how to 

calm the game down at 1-0 and tried to 

play genius passes all the time," said 

Hamburg coach Thomas Doll.

"Cologne got stronger but we held 

on and have strengthened our grip on 

second."

Second would be a remarkable 

achievement for Doll's team who 

finished eighth last season.

In the race for the final UEFA Cup 

spot Bayer Leverkusen took a giant 

stride towards Europe thrashing 

nearest rivals Hertha Berlin 5-1.

Leverkusen, who have collected 

more points than any other team since 

the league restart in January, are now 

five points ahead of sixth-placed 

Hertha with two games left.

Brazilian international Juan scored 

after five minutes to put Bayer ahead 

and it got progressively worse for 

Hertha.

Bulgarian international Dimitar 

Berbatov scored twice in as many 

minutes to take his season's goals tally 

to 18.

Berbatov, who is tipped for a big-

money exit in the summer, is now just 

two goals behind the league's top-

scorer Miroslav Klose.

"We are confident of keeping 

Dimitar," said Leverkusen coach 

Michael Skibbe. "We have a good 

chance of playing in Europe and as 

long as a team does not come in with a 

16 million euro bid we should be ok."

The 5-1 home defeat piles the 

pressure on Hertha manager Falko 

Gotz who targeted the Champions 

League in pre-season.

"It is incredible two set-pieces and 

a quick counter attack and we are three 

goals down -- but that is football," said 

Gotz.

"I cannot criticise my team. They 

kept going despite trailing so badly. 

Now we just have to secure six and 

qualify for the Intertoto Cup."

Leverkusen's win means Borussia 

Dortmund may have to enter the 

much-maligned Intertoto cup despite 

their fortunate 2-1 win over Hannover.

Czech international Tomas Rosicky 

produced a brilliant free-kick just three 

minutes after coming on to pull 

Dortmund level in the 59th minute.

Christian Worns then scored the 

winner in the 81st minute to sink 

Hannover.

"I have never experienced a game 

like that in my two years in charge," 

admitted Dortmund manager Bert van 

Marwijk.

"We did not deserve to win after the 

first half when we were awful."

It was a good night all round for 

Dortmund with Czech international 

forward Jan Koller playing his first 

match in seven months.

The 32-year-old Koller, who had 

been sidelined with a cruciate liga-

ment injury, came on in the 71st 

minute as he builds fitness ahead of 

next month's World Cup in Germany.

BUNDESLIGA

Hamburg keep title race alive

AFP, Blackburn

Republic of Ireland international 

midfielder Steven Reid secured 

Blackburn Rovers a place in next 

season's UEFA Cup with a first half 

header that brought Chelsea's title 

celebrations to an abrupt end as they 

were at the wrong end of a 1-0 defeat.

Rovers needed just two points to 

ensure they will finish in sixth spot 

and their task was made easier by 

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho's 

decision to make eight changes after 

his side claimed a second successive 

Premiership crown with a 3-0 week-

end victory over Manchester United.

Such is the depth of Mourinho's 

squad that even an unfamiliar start-

ing line-up was still bristling with 

international pedigree and it was 

confirmation of the huge strides 

made by Mark Hughes' side that they 

fully deserved the win that moved 

them five points ahead of Newcastle 

with just one game remaining.

Reid's deft, glancing header may 

have been Blackburn's only reward 

on an evening when they were seek-

ing revenge for a fractious defeat in the 

same fixture last season, but with 

more clinical finishing the result could 

h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  m o r e  

convincing.Hughes cites Mourinho's 

post-match condemnation of his 

side's approach as the reason 

Blackburn acquired a reputation as an 

overly physical side that took months 

to shake off.

But having been inspired by the 

return to full fitness of Craig Bellamy 

and the addition of David Bentley, 

and Florent Sinama-Pongolle on loan 

from Liverpool, Rovers have convinc-

ingly re-invented themselves.

With Chelsea's patched-up side 

failing to gel, Rovers should have 

been ahead in the 28th minute when 

Bellamy diverted Michael Gray's left 

wing cross against the crossbar and 

Bentley headed the rebound wide 

from just six yards.

The miss would have proved costly 

had Eidur Gudjohnsen not sent a left-

foot volley crashing against the post 

seven minutes later but that would 

prove to be the closest Chelsea came to 

scoring all night.

And they were unable to recover 

after Robbie Savage penalised 

Geremi's needless handball by whip-

ping in a left wing free-kick that Reid 

met with a precise touch at the near 

post.

PREMIERSHIP

Champs caught 
off-guard
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Unprecedented 
stadia TV coverage
AFP, Frankfurt

For the first time in the history of the 

World Cup all the stadia will be kitted 

out with giant hi-tech television 

screens to show live action at the finals 

in Germany.

T h e  G e r m a n  O r g a n i s i n g  

Committee for the 2006 World Cup, 

which begins next month on June 9, 

revealed Tuesday that all the 12 stadia 

at the finals will show live match 

action and replays of the key moments 

from the game.

At the 2002 World Cup in Japan 

and South Korea the same service was 

available but not in all of the host 

stadia.

German organisers have also 

promised to screen other live games at 

the stadia so fans can watch another 

match on television in the stadium as 

well as watching their own team in 

action.

Bits and Bobs   

FROM PAGE 12

Johnson, 22, is the youngest player on 

the roster and like Ching will make 

his World Cup finals debut.

Donovan will  be joined at 

midfield by DaMarcus Beasley of 

Dutch side PSV Eindhoven, Claudio 

Reyna of Manchester City, Bobby 

Convey of Reading and US-based 

players Clint Dempsey, Pablo 

Mastroeni, Ben Olsen and John 

O'Brien.

Reyna will be the USA captain. 

Olsen played in no World Cup 

qualifying matches for the USA 

squad. O'Brien scored the first USA 

goal in the 2002 World Cup and 

played every minute of every game 

four years ago in South Korea.

Absent from the team or alter-

n a t e s  l i s t  w a s  D . C .  U n i t e d  

midfielder Freddy Adu, the 16-year-

old Ghana-born prodigy who 

briefly played in a USA friendly 

earlier this year but still needs 

experience to claim a USA World 

Cup berth.

The defensive unit includes 

Eddie Lewis of Leeds United, 

Oguchi Onyewu of Belgium's 

Standard Liege, Steve Cherundolo 

of Germany's Hannover, Cory 

Gibbs of Dutch side Den Haag, 

Fulham's Carlos Bocanegra and 

US-based players Eddie Pope, 

Frankie Hejduk and Jimmy Conrad.

USA players will assemble May 

10 at Cary, North Carolina, for 

training and play three interna-

tional friendlies on home soil later 

this month before departing June 1 

for their German home base in 

Hamburg.

The USA squad features 12 

players returning from the 2002 

squad that made a World Cup 

quarterfinal run. There will be 12 

European-based players and 11 

from US Major League Soccer 

teams.

The average age is 28.6 years, 

slightly younger than the 2002 

squad, and an average of 44.2 caps, 

11 fewer a man than four years ago. 

Reyna is the leader with 106 caps.

Hahnemann has the fewest with 

six caps while Onyewu has the 

lowest among field players with 12.

"As usual, we will not make any 

bold statements or predictions," 

Arena said. "However, I can assure 

everyone that the team that steps 

on the field on June 12 against the 

Czech Republic will be a team all 

Americans will be proud of."

G o a l k e e p e r s :  Kasey  Kel ler  

(Borussia Moenchengladbach), 

Tim Howard (Manchester United), 

Marcus Hahnemann (Reading)

Defenders: Steve Cherundolo 

(Hannover), Eddie Lewis (Leeds), 

Eddie Pope (Real Salt Lake), Oguchi 

Onyewu (Standard Liege), Cory 

G i b b s  ( D e n  H a a g ) ,  C a r l o s  

Bocanegra (Fulham),  Frankie  

Hejduk (Columbus Crew), Jimmy 

Conrad (Kansas City Wizards)

Midfielders: Landon Donovan 

(Los Angeles Galaxy), DaMarcus 

Beasley (PSV Eindhoven), Clint 

D e m p s e y  ( N e w  E n g l a n d  

Revolution),  Pablo Mastroeni  

(Colorado Rapids), Claudio Reyna 

(Manchester City), Bobby Convey 

(Reading), John O'Brien (Chivas 

USA), Ben Olsen (DC United)

Forwards: Brian McBride (Ful-

ham), Josh Wolff (Kansas City 

Wizards), Eddie Johnson (Kansas 

City Wizards), Brian Ching (Hous-

USA unveil WC roster

PHOTO: AFP

Italy coach Marcello Lippi instructs his charges during a training session of the national team at La Borghesiana 
stadium in Rome on Tuesday. Lippi named a 29-man squad for a pre-World Cup get-together on Monday.
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The other possible alternative as 

captain is Andrew Strauss who 

captained England in two ODIs in 

India though Graveney was unwill-

ing to reveal too much more. 

"There's a huge difference between 

a one-off Test match and doing a 

whole series. We'll monitor the 

situation. Michael Vaughan is 

FROM PAGE 12

Pollock pulled out at the very last 

minute from the drawn second 

Test at Newlands with a back 

injury.

Haroon Lorgat, convener of 

selectors, has said he could wait till 

Friday before deciding whether or 

not to risk Pollock for a Test in 

which South Africa need only a 

draw to win the series.

Nicky Boje, who injured his 

hand during the second Test, will 

also be given until then before any 

decisions are made.

Pollock says he is already feeling 

much better and that the next two 

days will be decisive.

"I bowled three overs on 

Monday morning and three again 

in the afternoon. It wasn't at full 

throttle, but at least I'm feeling 

good.

"I'll try to bowl six overs on 

Wednesday and six again on 

Thursday. If the selectors are pre-

pared to wait, a final decision could 

be taken on the morning of the 

Test. Shane Jabaar (physio) has 

advised me to take things slowly 

and not be over-hasty. I don't think 

I'll have problems given how I'm 

feeling now."

Meanwhile, Lorgat also praised 

Hashim Amla's maiden Test cen-

tury, saying: "This is exactly the 

healthy competition we as selec-

tors are looking for. Hopefully 

others will also perform better." 

Despite not every batsman firing, 

Lorgat said the batting line is likely 

Flintoff 

Proteas wait

Malik set to
return for
Eng tour
REUTERS, Karachi

Pakistan all-rounder Shoaib Malik has 

undergone successful surgery to 

correct his suspect bowling action and 

should be fit for the tour of England.

Malik, 24, has been reported twice 

by match officials in the last two years 

and has primarily played as a bats-

man. The operation took place in 

Cape Town, removing floating bones 

from his right elbow and repairing 

tissues.

He has been advised to rest for six 

to eight weeks before batting and 

bowling again.

"I suffered pain in my right elbow 

while batting or bowling and it was 

one of the reasons why I had problems 

extending it properly," Malik told 

Reuters on Tuesday.

"I am happy that this problem is 

done with now.

"I am confident I will be fit by the 

time the team leaves for England in 

late June. It is a tour I have been look-

ing forward too for a long time," he 

said.

Malik said his elbow had been 

damaged in a road accident in 2003 and 

due to his cricket commitments he 

could not take time out to get it 

repaired. He has played 15 Tests and 

117 one-day internationals.

Australia name
contracted
players
BBC ONLINE, undated

Cricket Australia (CA) have named the 

men who will attempt to win back the 

Ashes from England next winter.

There are no major surprises 

among the 25 players -- average age 30 

-- awarded central contracts for the 

next year.

"There are some very experienced 

players amongst the group along with 

some younger players who have 

performed very well at domestic level.

"We are confident in the squad of 

players that we've selected," chief 

selector Andrew Hilditch com-

mented.

"We have some major tourna-

ments and series on the horizon in the 

Ashes and World Cup, and have 

selected this group of players with 

these campaigns in mind.

Mitchell Johnson is the only player 

yet to appear in Test cricket.

J a s o n  G i l l e s p i e ,  M i c h a e l  

Kasprowicz and Damien Martyn, who 

were all temporarily discarded after 

last year's series in England, have 

been included.

Veteran seam bowler Glenn 

McGrath and spin wizard Shane 

Warne are the oldest players on the list 

at 36, while off-spinner Dan Cullen, 

who recently made his Test debut in 

Bangladesh, is the youngest at 22.

"Dan Cullen is a super talent. He's 

extremely aggressive for a finger 

spinner, he's got a serious attitude 

which is wonderful to see in a spinner, 

he likes taking wickets and that's what 

the game is all about.

Three players have been dropped 

from list announced 12 months ago -- 

all-rounders James Hopes and 

Cameron White, and seam bowler 

Mick Lewis.

SQUAD
Nathan Bracken, Stuart Clark, 

Michael Clarke, Dan Cullen, Adam 

Gilchrist, Jason Gillespie, Brad 

Haddin, Matthew Hayden, Brad 

Hodge, Brad Hogg, Mike Hussey, Phil 

Jaques, Mitchell Johnson, Michael 

Kasprowicz, Simon Katich, Justin 

Langer, Brett Lee, Stuart MacGill, 

Damien Martyn, Glenn McGrath, 

Ricky Ponting, Andrew Symonds, 

Shaun Tait, Shane Warne, Shane 

Watson.

Magath hints 
at Bayern exit
AFP, Munich

Bayern Munich coach Felix Magath 

said Wednesday he has a burning 

ambition to manage abroad after 

spending his entire career in 

Germany.

The 52-year-old Magath is on the 

brink of guiding Bayern to a second 

successive league and Cup double 

this season but admits he may seek a 

new challenge when his contract 

expires in June 2007.

"One fundamental problem in 

Germany is that performances are 

never really acknowledged for their 

worth," Magath said in Bild daily. 

"We have set a lot of records this 

season but that doesn't seem to 

matter.

"To be honest I would like to work 

somewhere else. It is what I have 

wanted for some time. A different 

environment, a different mentality, a 

new challenge. Unfortunately I 

never managed to do it as a player."

Magath spent a decade at SV 

Hamburg as a player winning three 

domestic titles (1979, 1982, 1983) 

and the 1983 European Cup.

As a coach he started with unfash-

ionable FC Saarbrucken in 1989 

before spells with Werder Bremen, 

Eintracht Frankfurt, VfB Stuttgart 

and now Bayern.

Magath has been in charge of 

Bayern since July 2004 and delivered 

a league and Cup double in his first 

season.

This season Bayern have retained 

the German Cup and require just five 

points to become the first team to 

win a league and Cup double in 

successive seasons.

Cole volunteers 
for Rooney role
AFP, London

Chelsea forward Joe Cole said he will 

step in to fill the void created by 

W a y n e  R o o n e y  s h o u l d  t h e  

Manchester United striker miss the 

World Cup.

Rooney is extremely doubtful for 

this summer's tournament after it was 

confirmed Wednesday he has broken 

more than one bone in his right foot.

Despite England boss Sven-Goran 

Eriksson hoping for Rooney's return 

to fitness at some time during the June 

9-July 9 tournament, some are already 

considering the worst case scenario.

"We're in the dark about Wayne's 

injury a bit," said Cole.

"It's bad luck because he is an 

important player for us but I would be 

honoured to step into Wayne's shoes. 

I would play anywhere the manager 

wants me to play.

"I have played in most positions 

before. When you play for England 

you cannot pick and choose.

"But if he wants me to play that role 

for England then I will do it. It is no 

problem."

Cole added: "Obviously, I am a 

different sort of player to Wayne. He is 

his own man and a great player, but I 

would give it a go and do my best for 

the team."
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"I've cut down on the number of ODIs 

prior to this, so it is a situation where 

the guys have to learn to play the 

game," he said.

Lara also downplayed the decision 

of the West Indies not to go into the 

f irst  two matches without an 

appointed vice-captain.

"I sense that you're going to see 

another captain on the field before the 

series is over because I don't think I 

have intentions of playing all seven," 

he said.

Name will 

AFP, London

An England supporter has taken out a 

one million pound (1.5 million euros, 

1.75 million dollars) insurance policy 

against England suffering early 

elimination from the World Cup.

Newcastle United fan Paul 

Hucker, 34, paid 105 pounds (153 

euros, 185 dollars) for the policy with 

britishinsurance.com against an 

occurrence that he said would leave 

him psychologically traumatised.

However, for Hucker's policy to 

mature, he must prove both that 

England's exit from the World Cup in 

Germany from June 9-July 9 is pre-

mature and that he subsequently 

suffered trauma.

Proving either one of the two 

conditions for his policy to mature 

will not be easy. On the first, a panel 

of five experts must agree that 

England's exit was premature.

On the second, though, Hunter 

will have to demonstrate with medi-

cal evidence that he has suffered a 

real shock to his morale rather than a 

mere state of depression.

In fear of early
England exit!
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