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DHAKA, THURSDAY MAY 4, 2006

POLICE ATTACK ON JOURNALISTS

Stern action to be taken

against persons involved
PM tells parliament

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-

‘day said the government will take
stem &ﬂlﬂ!‘l ngalnst those responsi-
ble for the heinous attack on the
journalistsin Chittagong recently.

*We will go for action as per law of
the land after receiving reports from
the judicial inquiry committee,” she
said replying to a supplementary

theJatiyaSangsad,

. She, howeves told the House that
immediately after the incident, the
government had suspended some
members of law enforcement agen-
c[csuntlwbn.sisofa]]cganuns

‘Khaleda said it's a responsibility
of both the members of law enforce-
ment agencies as well as the media
personnel to help each other in

discharging their respective profes-
sionalduties.

She said the government has
ensured freedom of press and jour-
nalists as well. “There is no obstruc-
tion to publishing any sort of abjec-
tive news and views in the newspa-
persatpresent,” sheadded.

Replying to Maj (Rtd) Monzur
Quader of BNE she said the BNP
government believes in freedom of
expression. She said in the past
freedom of expression was curtailed
and publication of all newspapers
barring only four was banned
throughanexecutive order.

She said only BNP government
had provided freedom of expression
in late '70s as it believes that democ-
racy and freedom of press are co-
related.
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Referring to the ong:ing drive
against adulterated foods, Khaleda
said the government has a plan to
conductthe drive inalargescale.

She was replying to a question
from BNP lawmaker M Giasuddin
Ahmed.

The prime minister said the
mobile courts have realised Tk 3.25
crore in fines in 7,000 cases during
the Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Azha.

« Besides, these courts have taken

action against 375 people for the

es, ;

She said the tendency of making
and' selling adulterated foods has
reduced after the drive while it cre-
ated huge public awareness. The
activities of mobile courts were
widely published in media, she
add&i -
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Trafiic movement on the roads around the secretariatin the city remains suspended for a few hours yesterday as the police
barricaded the roads during a demonstration of Jubo Sangram Parishad when its leaders and workers tried to lay slege to
'the home ministry in protestagainstterrorism and police atrocities on journalists and women activists.

Full autonomy for
local govt bodies
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chairmen and members of different
Union Parishads (UP) observed a
token hunger strike at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the city yesterday
demanding full autonomy for local
governmentbodies.

They staged the demonstration
under thebannerofBangladesh Union
Parishad Oikya Jote as part of their
continued movement to press home
their nine-point demand in order to
strengthen the Union Parishads and
Upzila Parishads and thus promote
balanced development.

The other demands include
arrangement of Upazila Parishad
election as per Supremne Court direc-
tives in Kudrat-e-Elahi Panir case in
1992, an end to undue interference
by padiament members in local
government activities and repeal of
all laws restricting autonomy of local

governmentinstitutions.

Thelocal
tives also dmnandadthanheauthor
ity and responsibilities of women
memberselected tothe reserved seats
be specified and 25 per cent of the
annual development budgot be
a]]amtedmmatmian?aﬂshac{t

The Jote leaders announced that
theywillhold arally at ¥ nin
the city on May 15 to press home
theirdemands.

Among others, Jote Chairman
Golam Sarwar and General Secretary
Mushtaqur Rahman Mashur took
partinthe demonstration.

Former minister for law Advocate
Abdul Matin Khosru, CPB General
Secretary Mujahidul Islam Selim,
Ruhhl-lum]fnﬁ!;ﬂ;ge,mﬁlm
Majumdar o Abdur

b expressed solidarity with the
movemtmt of the UP chairmen and
members.
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Outgoing Japanese Ambassador Matsushiro Horiguchi calls on Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia ather office in the city yesterday.
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Taiwan Business Meetlng 2006

An Eventto Bring Bangladesh and Tatwan Business Together

Vene: Grand BalRoom, Pen P Sonargaon e Dte: Hay 07~

Representative from 57 Leadino

Textile

Machinery

MADE IN TAIWAN

touches every pari oi' yﬁur hfe

Hardware
Medical Devices

iﬂﬂ Pl

Com ames wi l Exhllt the Most U ) -to Date Pm

All Kmthng Fabrics, Woven Fabrics, T!R RIT, CVC, Micro Ply. with Stretch or no Stretch, ml", |
cotton, nylon, rayon, linen, Spandex and Lycfa non-woven fabrics

Circular knitting: Machine, Sock Machines, Plastic.-'Matal Injection Molding Machinery, Food
Filling/Labeling Machine, Packaging/Corrugated Paper Equipment, Tumnkey equipm
concrete batching plani Concrete brick/block/pipe/pole plant, Stone Crusher plan
Engineering, Material Handling Equrpment Hoist, Construction machine

Auto Parts, Hand Tools, PneumatrdElach'ic Tools, Pipe Fitting, Valves, Lubricator
Medical Disposabla ltems, Abutment of Dental Titanium Implants, Blood Glucose Manﬂor* Re

.HIV HCB HBsAg, Preparahon for mmmon cold and other phannaceut:cals

Electronics & '
Consumer lteims. Fumitura. Roller shade, Curtain Rod P\;c sheet , Fitness, Health Pmducts._ Naw

‘ﬁssua Gulter, Foolwear Beauty Bags

Arson attack on NGO office

- Food Processing ke
condemned B Building Materials.
STA¥E CORRESPONDENT atdead ofnightrecently, 3: athers

The Federation of NGOs in
Bangladesh (FNB) has strongly
condemned the arson attack on an
office of Samata Unnayan Sangstha
in Sirajganj and demanded imme-
diate arrestafthe culprits.

.../ A gang of criminals has.burnt

.dmm!hcoﬁlee atvillage Gunergati

Such act is nothing but an evil
attempt to impede the progress
towards poverty eradication and
development, the FNB said in a
statementyesterday.

It also urged the government to
take proper steps so that the NGOs
can carry outdpvelopment activi<

'tiesinacongenialatmosphere.
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. www.grameenphone.com

Enjoy free talktime, free SMS and free Veice SMS
for 3 months '

@ Enjoy Tk. 50 pre-loaded talk time with every new Pre-Pald connection. Also get Tk. 50 free talk time onthe apth's
B0 days from activation date

‘@ Enjoy 25 Voice SMS and 25 SMS (GP-GP) free with every new Post-Paid connection,
Also get 25 Voice SMS and 25 SMS (GP-GP) free on the 30t & 60h days from activation date

@ Handset price is not included
. '@ All prices are subject to change
— - 0 S|M prices include VAT & SIM Tax
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