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Concert for children with
special needs

Generating awareness on autism

the programme
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(Above) Aadil receiving a crest from the chief guest, Abid performing at

KARIM WAHEED

OCIETY for the Welfare of
Autistic Children (SWAC) held

a concert to raise funds for its
school on April 23. The concert was
held at the Ballroom, Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel.

The concert, titled Upolobdhir
Shetubandhan, aimed to generate
awareness on autism and related
issues. Brig General Md Zakir Hossain
psc, G (Retd), executive chairman of
BEPZA was the chief guest at the
event.

The event started with a perfor-
mance by Shakila Zafar. The artiste
rendered Tumi misthi korey, Tomakey
dekhley maunota bhuley jaiand one of
her all-time favourite, Tumi amar
prothom shokal.

Following the performance, Anwar
Hossain, chairman of SWAC provided
a Power Point presentation on autism,
effects of the disability on children,
misconceptions about the disability
and programmes implemented and
planned by SWAC for children with the
disability.

Hossain said, "SWAC was formed
by parents of autistic children on
February 3, 2000. The primary goal
was to educate and train these chil-
dren with 'special needs' and estab-
lishing them in mainstream society.
The organisation started with six
students. Today 60 students are
enrolled in the SWAC School in
Lalmatia. The organisation also trains
and counsels parents of autistic
children."

Autism is a brain-based develop-
mentdisorder, which appearsin a child
by the age of three. Children with
autism have difficulties in communica-
tion and social interaction. They also
exhibit attention deficiency and repeti-
tive behaviour.

Autism is often confused with
mental illness in rural areas and
among the illiterate, underprivileged.
One autistic child in 10 can show
exceptional skills in areas such as art,
musicand more.

Aadil Haque, a 16 year-old SWAC
student who has demonstrated
impressive skills in painting, was
honoured at the event. The young
artiste has received an award at the
competition titled "Egypt in the Eyes of
World's Children" arranged by the
Egyptian Ministry of Culture for his
painting "Golden Cleopatra". Aadil has
also received a gold medal by Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia for his accom-
plishment.

The musical performances
resumed after the presentation and
finalists of the talent hunt Close up 1
took the stage one after another. Abid
performed a Tagore song Pagla hawar
badol diney and Nowrin sang a melo-
dious adhunik song Krishnachura laal
hoyechhey.

Rashed presented a moving
rendition of Ma. Rinku delivered a very
charged performance of the Lalon
song, Ved bidhi pod shastra kana. The
effects of dhol on bongo, haunting
tunes of flute and powerful vocals
conjured the feel one gets at Lalon's
Akhra (shrine).

Beauty also performed a Lalon
song, Shorboshadhon shidhdhi hoy
tarand Close Up 1 winner Nolok sang
the 'Bari Siddiqui number' Amar gaye
Jjoto dukhkho shoy. Artistes Kumar
Bishwaijit and the band Renaissance
also performed at the programme.

The programme was jointly spon-
sored by AKTEL, HSBC Bank and
Citibank NABangladesh.

Creativity

Overcoming disability with art

FAYzAa HAQ

An exhibition of paintings by differ-
ently-abled children began on April
23. The programme held at the
National Museum, was arranged
by Action on Disability and Devel-
opment and the Society of Fine
Arts.

Khushi Kabir of 'Nijera Kori',
said on the occasion: "Our Consti-
tution guarantees every citizen
equal rights and opportunities, and
makes special considerations for
those who are backward or handi-
capped. Unfortunately our thinking
and social system has not allowed
us to think on behalf on anyone
who is different from the majority
perspective as being equal. All
communities of people who are
marginalised, who have social
vulnerability because of a handi-
cap, are equal citizens.
Programmes like this encourage
people to realise that everyone has
capabilities despite some mental
or physical disabilities and should
not be rejected as social out-
castes. Those people participating
in the programme should be made
confident and feel a part of cele-
brations."

Professor Mahmudul Haque of
the National Museum said, "As an
artist I'm keen on this exhibition.
Fine art is an important medium.
This is something that
Rabindranath Tagore resorted to in
the last years of his life, to ulti-
mately establish himself as an
important modern art exponent in
the subcontinent. This exhibition is
to encourage the handicapped
children and give them something
to occupy themselves. Just as
people have expressed their
desires and feelings through the
centuries, so disabled children
express their feelings and desires

Visitors at the art exhibition

through painting and should not be
ignored."

Asaduszaman Noor, MP, said,
"It was my secret childhood
dream to be a painter some day.
The children who put their dreams
and hopes on paper so perfectly,
despite their problems, deserve
to be praised. Developed coun-
tries have recognised the rights of
differently-abled people and so
should we."

Syed Manzur Elahi, the chief
guest, also praised the children's
work as something unusual and
worth seeing.

The paintings that were dis-
played were a result of a seven-
day workshop that was recently
held at Rajshahi, Khulna and
Dhaka. The participants had

come from 23 districts to paint
and experiment. One of the young
artists was so eager that he said
thatif he didn't have the money for
paints he would work with char-
coal. When the young artists met
others like themselves they took
heart and built up their self confi-
dence. The result of the workshop
was that it was proved that differ-
ently-abled children too could be
promising artists.

Among the delightful and
thought-provoking entries were
that of Hasan from Dhaka, who
presented the mother fish with its
young ones floating in the river.
Labil Akter drew visually impaired
people with dark glasses, all
three boldly smiling on. Khaja
Moyenuddin from Bogra pre-
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sented entertainers on stage with
guitar. Tozammel had differently-
abled children with crutches,
facing life bravely. Tapan Kumar
Singh from Rajshahi depicted a
scene from the countryside , with
people going about their work.
Sohan from Rangpur had a mod-
ern creation with multistoried
buildings done in differently col-
oured rectangles. Buses, homes
and people working at their win-
dows were also included. Jarina
Khatun from Joypurhat featured a
semi- abstract piece with flowers,
the moon, and different sections
of the paper bearing different
subjects with hazy outlines.

Gala round of ATN Taroka

In aid of theatre
activist Jaglul

Alam
Title: Bajuk Bansi Antohin

Organiser: Songbrita Abritti Charcha

O Bikash Kendra
Venue: National Theate Stage
Date: April 28 at 6:45

KHALID-BIN-HABIB

ATN Taroka Tarokader Taroka, a reality show on
ATN Bangla, highlights aspiring singers and
actors from all corners of the country. Competition
will heat up in the music gala round on May 1. The
audience will get an opportunity to witness perfor-
mances by the hopefuls. The gala round (music)

Title: Disabled Children Art Exhibition
Organiser: Action On Disability And
Development (ADD)

Venue: Bangladesh National Museum
Date: April 23-28

Exhibition

Title The UFAFILM POSTERS,
1918-1943

Venue: Goethe Institut Dhaka
Date: April 13-26

Title: Firstlight

Photojournalist: GMB Akash
Organiser: The Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts

Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, House
275If, Road 27, Dhanmondi

Date: April 17-27

Time: 12 noon-8 pm

Discussion

Title: Meet the directors
Organiser: Theatrewala
Venue: Mahila Samity Stage
Date: April 28 at 9:30 pm

of the show was recorded on April 22 at
Bashundhara Star Cineplex Auditorium in the
presence of a live audience.

Ten aspiring singers have been selected to
participate in the gala round. These upcoming
singers had to prove their mettle by performing to a
panel of judges, consisting noted musicians and
singers. Six singers will be selected. The winners
will be selected by the judges and public voting
through SMS and internet votes.

At the recording session, the first one to per-
form was Shammi. Her rendition of Mayabi raatey
tarar phool phutechhey received rave reviews from
the judges. Next in line was Eka who rendered
Money hoy shona bondhu bipodey achhey. Wahid
took the stage next and sang an adhunik song,
Amar swapno tomar chokhey. Following that Ripon
performed a melodious song Phool shundor oi
chand shundor. Farhana sang Aj phirey jetey
chaina mon. Sabuj sang Tumi phool baganey
Jjeona. Rezwan rendered an original track, Prem ek
shukh pakhi. Mridula rendered a romantic number,
Godhuli shei bikele, Moulee rendered the track
Otithi pakhir moto with great confidence and
Chumki wrapped up the show with a rendition of a

The 10 finalists are currently at Hotel Sundarban
in a grooming camp before the next round begins.
The training session is conducted by noted singers
and media personalities. During their stay at the
camp, the contestants will receive professional
training to carry themselves in style.

The programme will reveal fierce competition,

Participants of the gala round (music)

tions of the participants. The ATN Bangla officials
believe that the show will work as a platform to give
the youth a direction. Besides, this will also have a
positive effect on our society.”

Overall the judges seemed impressed by the
performances of the contestants.

Hosted by Alif Alauddin and Khondokar Ismail,

Bollywood at Cannes

The Cannes film festival has always
seen a generous splash of Bollywood
through the years and 2006 is no
different. The 59th film festival -- which
begins on May 17 -- will screen Hindi
movies and see a parade of stars.

Aishwarya Rai has been part of
Cannes since 2002, when her film
Devdas was screened there. The
following years saw her either as part
ofthejury orthe glitterati.

This year, her film Provoked will
premiere there. Directed by
Jagmohan Mundra, it is a true story
about a Punjabi woman who settles
down in London after marriage, is
badly abused and ends up murdering
her husband. It remains to be seen
whether her film will win her accolades
atthe Cannes.

Music director-turned-film director
Vishal Bharadwaj's next seems just as
exciting as his previous films, Magbool
and Makdee. Starring Ajay Devgan,
Saif Ali Khan, Vivek Oberoi, Bipasha
Basu and Kareena Kapoor, the movie
is an adaptation of Wiliam Shake-
speare's Othello. Bharadwaj is still
undecided about the film'stitle.

Sudipto Dey's The Last Monk tells
the story of how a young couple is
influenced by Buddhism. An uncon-
ventional film, it has already been
screened at the Rotterdam film festival
and the Mumbai Academy of Moving

Besides films, Cannes will see a
bevy of Bollywood stars like Preity
Zinta, Kareena Kapoor, Ajay Devgan,
Aishwarya Raiand Karan Johar.

Cannes has also invited filmmaker
Dev Benegal's script called Road,
Movie in the 'Atelier' (workshop)
section. Only 15 scripts have been

selected in the category from across
the world.

Source: Internet

folk number, Shonrey tora kemon bhalobashey

spectacular performances and the struggle to

the show will be aired on May 1 at 8:50pm.

Images festival. Next stop: Cannes.
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