CONTEMPT RULE FOR SKIPPING SC DIRECTIVES

secys apologise, one

seeks exoneration

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three of the four top bureaucrats
facing contempt rule for non-
compliance with the Supreme
Court's (SC) 12-point directive on
separation of the judiciary yester-
dayapologised to the apex court for
their 'unintended mistakes'. -

All the four bureaucrats--
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister (PM) Dr Kamal Uddin
Siddiqui, Law Secretary Alauddin
Sarder, Finance Secretary Siddigur
Rahman and Establishment
Secretary Dr Mahbubur Rahman--
yesterday submitted theirreplies to
thecontemptrule.

'Of the four, the establishment
secretary appealed for exonerating

him, saying that he had nothing to
do with what has been done for
separation of the judiciary as he
had joined the post afterwards. The
rest three offered unreserved apol-
ogy tothe court.

On receipt of the replies, the
fivesmember full bench of the
Appellate Division headed by Chief
Justice Syed JR Mudassir Husain
fixed May 15 as the date forhearing
ontherule.

The SCissued the ruleon April 3,
asking the four secretaries to
explain in three weeks why a con-
tempt charge should not be
broughtagainstthem.

The court order followed an
updated contempt petition filed by
Chowdhury Munir Uddin Mahfuz,

ajudge of the Women and Children
Repression' Prevention Tribunal,
Kishoreganj, on February22.

Barrister Rafiqul Hug submitted
the finance secretary's reply while
Advocate TH Khan placed that for
establishment secretary, Advocate
Habibul Islam Bhuiyan for princi-
pal secretary to the PM and
Barrister Abdur Razzak for the law
secretary.

In their replies, the humaucmm
claimed they had not done any-
thing that might cuns‘nmle con-
temptofcourt.

They said they hope th cotrt’
would still be merciful if thére was
any uninteéntional lapses on their -
part.

In his reply, the principal secre-

tary to the PM said he never stood
in anywaywhatsoeverin the wayof
implementation of the 12-point SC
directive since the court made
those.

"....office record reveals that a
file relating to two rules on judicial

§ervice, 2005 came to the Prime

Minister's Office (PMO) in
December 2004 and it was duly
forwarded to the authorities con-
cerned," reads hisreply.
Mentioning that the PMO files
are placed before the competent
authorities by the secretary to the
pritne minister and her private
secretaries, the reply says: "So, the
respondent petitioner in no way

“obstructed the decision-making in

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Cabinet approves
new pay scale for
govt workers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday approved a
new pay scale for the workers of
state-owned industries, raising
their basic salaries by maximum 85
percent,

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
presided over the cabinet meeting.

Among 16 different pay catego-
ries the highest basic salary has
been raised from Tk 2,300 to Tk
4,250 per month and the lowest
basic salary has been raised from
Tk 1,550 to Tk 2,850 permonth.

Besides other allowances and
benefits have also been increased.
60 percent of the basic salaries of
those living in Dhaka metropolitan
area and 50 percent of those living
in other areas have been settled as
house rents. However if housing
facilities are provided by the
employer, then there will be no
house rent allowance. At present
workers are entitled to 35 percent
oftheirbasic payas houserents.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Skid-mount plants
too inadequate for
huge power crisis

SHARIER KHAN

The government's much-delayed
move to add around 140 megawatt
(MW) power to the national grid
using costly skid-mount power
plants is too futile to address the
power crisis this year or in the
. coming years as the demand for it
has exceeded 5,200 MW.
Interestingly, the government is
«&till claiming that the present
demantl for power is not more than
4,100 MW, "This is intended to give

an impression that the level of load
shedding is not very high,” said a
well-placed source in Power

‘Development Board (PDB).

The cabinet purchase commit-
tee yesterday approved the PDB'S
tenders for awarding contracts for
three skid-mount power plants --
Shajibazar 80 MW, Bogra 40 MW
and Fenchuganj 50 MW plants.
This move was initiated aboutnine
months ago to resolve power crisis
onan ‘urgent basis'.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Commerce minister

Altaf loses

portfolio

Adviser Bulu transferred

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government last night
removed Commerce Mirnister Altaf
Hossain Choudhury from his
current post following his failure to
control prices of essentials and for
failure to deal with some key inter-
national trade issues properly.

Adviser to the Commerce
Ministry Barkatullah Bulu has also
been removed from the ministry
and made adviserto the Ministry of
Women and Children Affdirs.

Altaf has been made a minister
without portfolio. s

The government gave Water
Resources Minister Major (Retd)
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed additional
responsibility to look after the
commerce ministry.

On March 25, 2004 the govern-
ment made Altaf, the erstwhile
home minister, the commerce
minister replacing Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury.

The change has been attributed
to the staggering failure of Minister
Altaf Hossain Choudhury and
Adviser Buluto reinin the price spiral
ofessentials and otheféommodities,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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Nagorik Committee
sets strategy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Nagorik Committee 2006 will
meet key officials of the Election
Commission, Anti-Corruption
Commission and National Board of
Revenue, keeping in view the issue
of creating public awareness about
competent candidates in the next
general election.

The decision was taken at the
second meeting of the committee

. yesterday @t the CPD (Centre for .

Policy Dialogue) dialogueroom.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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The wreckage of the training aircraft of Bangladesh Air Force that crashed into a field in Jhenldah, killing its pilot

flight cadet Taniullslam, inset.

BAF trainee pilot
killed as aircraft
nosedives

STAR REPORT

A trainee fighter pilot of
Bangladesh Air Force died as his
aircraft went out of control and
crashed into a paddy field in
Kotchandpur upazila of Jhenidah
districtyesterday.

Sources said the training aircraft
PT-6 with its lone pilot flight cadet
wing under officer Taniul Islam, 20,
nose-dived into the field in

Baharampur village.of
Katchandpur, 800 kilometres off
Jhenidah district ‘town, at about

11:35am.
Taniuldied onthe spot.
Qur correspondent in Kushtia

reports: Taniul's training fighter -

took off from the Jessore Air Force
Academyat10:45am.
At 11:05am, Taniul informed the

ground control tower about some ;
technical faults in the plane's @

engine, sources said.
After a while the contral tower
lost all communication with the

Jaircrafi.

The plane then clrcled a fr.-w

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

44 killed so far
: but 50pc cases
: remain clueless

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Inquiry committees formed by the
Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) head-
: quarters falled to unearth reasons
behind half of the deaths in BAF
: plane crashes due to lack of ade-
: quate evidence while yesterday's

I

: crash raised the death toll to 44 in
. thehistoryof BAR

: The air force headquarters
: yesterday formed an inquiry com-
mittee to probe the crash of a BAF
« training plane (PT-6 fighter) in
;' Kotchandpur in Jhenidah, inwhich
: the flight cadet was killed on the
: spot. The inquiry committee has
“.beenasked to submit-réport in 24.
: hour‘q :

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

BUTENIS ON BANGLADESH POLITICS

US has no

'recipe’ for

ending discord

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

USAmbassadorin DhakaPatricia A
Butenis yesterday said her country
has no remedy for the political
discord in Bangladesh, rather the
government and the opposition
will have to work things out
throughdialogue.

“I' don't have any recipe for
success here, We encourage the
igovernmentand the opposition to
continue to work together to
resolve their differences,” she said,
adding, “We are not promoting any
particular reforms, we do not do
that”

Addressing her first ever press
conference as the USambassador to
Bangladesh at the American Club
yesterday, Bittenis declined to make
any comment on the opposition's
proposals for reforms in the care-
taker government and electoral
systems, She said it should be left to
political leadership to resolve the
issue throughdiscussion,

Patricia A Butenis

She said the United States wants
to see that every step is taken to
prevent violence and to promote
fairness, for well-organised and
violence-free peaceful elections.

Butenis, however, observed that
the caretaker government system
seems to have worked well. "I
understand it's a unique system,
which other countries do not have.
There may be some glitches [in the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Fair polls, or Dhaka to

miss a decade's dev
Says British envoy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

British High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Anwar Choudhury
cautioned that if the next election
‘does not turn out free, fair and
acceptable, the country will lose a
decadeindevelopment,

"The nextelection is very crucial

for Bangladesh and ifit goes wrong
all the development objectives
wotld be hindered," he told news-
men at a meet-the-press
programine organised by the
Dhaka Reporters' Unity (DRU) at
its auditorium yesterday,
+ "Wewant to see a stable, demo-
cratic and prosperous Bangladesh
in the interest of relation between
the two friendly countries," he said,
Quit of nine major areas of British
foreign policy, seven are related to
Bangladesh, be explained.

The British envoy underscored
the necessity of holding direct
talks--instead of exchanging let-
ters--between the two major politi-
cal parties of the country for easing
the political deadlock. He also

Anwar Choudhury

talked about reducing corruption,
combating terrorism and strength-
ening relations between
Bangladesh and the United
Kingdom (UK).

Choudhury lauded the recent
government action to combat
terrorism. "Though it took much
time, we must recognise what the
government has done," he said,

urging people not to take the easy:

path of violence instead of solving
the problems through discussion.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

i We make things
i simple for you,

Enstern Bank Litd.
Sumple Mo

Das e Mt tox omy Soasons.

ADVERTISEMENT

. WalxMart Stores,Inc. |
-intérﬁﬁliunal Supplieiofthe‘(éérZ‘bDS & ..
KDS Garment industries Ltd
Wal Mart!ntemat:anal !

Canada Department 35

[nimnatlonal Suppl ier of the Yea .

Wal*MartStoreanc.
D.)) 1

KDS Garment ln_t_lu;_t_rres Lid.

U.K.George




