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Real to move for
Ancelotti, Henry

AFP, Beriin

Ailing Spanish giants Real Madrid will
next week unveil AC Milan coach
Carlo Ancelotti as their new manager
- and Thierry Henry will head his list of
transfer targets, Cadena Ser radio
said Thursday.

According to the radio station -
considered one of the most reliable
information sources in Spain -
Ancelotti "has agreed to come on
board for the coming season".

It added that Arsenal star Henry,
who according to reports elsewhere
is also a target for Barcelona, would
likely follow, particularly if he can first
complete his dream of leading the
Gunners to the Champions League
title.

Both Ancelotti and the French
striker have unfinished business in
Europe's premier club competition.

Arsenal are on the brink of qualify-
ing for the final following their 1-0
semi-final first leg win at home
against Villarreal on Tuesday. Milan
have to overturn a 1-0 deficit and beat
Barcelonain the Nou Camp.

AC Milan's visit to Barcelona is on
Wednesday and according to
Cadena Ser Real would seek to
reveal Ancelotti as their man if Milan

e BITS AND BOBS

England fans urged
to chant in German!

REUTERS, London

England soccer fans are being
encouraged to learn the German
versions of well-known football
chants before the World Cup.

In its package of travel tips for
fans at the month-long tournament,
the Foreign Office is to provide
handy singalong translations on its
website www.british
embassyworldcup.com.

"Those football fans who wish to
learn the English songs in German
to sing at the World Cup can do so
and the Foreign Office will help them
do that," a spokesman said.

"We are not sure when they will
go up on the site and which chants
willbe chosen," he added.

The Sun, Britain's leading tab-
loid, stepped eagerly into the breach
with a two-page World Cup song
sheet.

Inevitably thatincluded a transla-
tion of "5-1 5-1" -- England's winning
margin against Germany in a World
Cup qualifying match in 2001.

time high fourth Wednesday in the
FIFA world rankings, trailing only
Brazil, the Czech Republic and the
Netherlands.

Arena coached the Americans to
the quarterfinals of the 2002 tourna-
ment, where they lost to Germany 1-
0. He spoke at a news conference
promoting his team's next game, a
May 23 exhibition against Morocco.

At the World Cup in Germany,
they open against the Czech
Republic on June 12, play ltaly five
days later, then finish the first round
against Ghanaon June 17.

Bobby tips
Rooney to shine
AFP, Manchester

England's 1966 World Cup star
Bobby Charlton believes striker
Wayne Rooney can have the same
shattering impact on this summer's
finals as Pele had for Brazil in 1958.

Pele went to the finals in Sweden
as an unknown teenager but
inspired Brazil to the first of their five
World Cup triumphs.

"I'm looking forward to the World

Roma teammates on Tuesday, 58
days after fracturing his fibula - the
smaller of the two bones that run from
the knee down to the ankle.

Doctor Pierpaolo Mariani, who
operated on Totti, said he was
confident the Roma captain would
be ready for the World Cup.

"For me, Francesco's injury has
fully healed. We are amazed by his
speedy recovery. He is about 15
days ahead of schedule."

No place for Scholl

AFP, Beriin

Germany manager Jurgen
Klinsmann indicated Thursday
there was no place in his World Cup
squad—for—veteran—playmaker
Mehmet Scholl.

The 35-year-old Bayern Munich
player, capped 36 times by his
country, has been in fine form of late
and several former Germany stars,
including Lothar Matthaus and
Stefan Effenberg, have called for his

Chelsea agree
Ballack deal

AFP, Beriin

Bayern Munich's German interna-
tional midfielder Michael Ballack will
sign a four-year contract with
English champions Chelsea, the
ZDF television channel reported on
Wednesday.

The channel cited sources close
to the Londoners but there was no
official confirmation from Stamford
Bridge.

The 29-year-old Ballack, whose
contract with the German giants
ends in June, revealed on April 13
that he was in talks with Chelsea.

"Nothing has been signed or
decided yet but | know what | want,"
said Ballack.

Chelsea coach Jose Mourinho
has already described Ballack as
"one of the best players in the
world".

Ballack refused a new contract
offer with Bayern for whom he has
played since 2002.

The former Kaiserslautern and
Bayer Leverkusen player has
always insisted he wants to play
outside Germany.

"It is my last chance to do that,"

Mysterious Highbury squirrel
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AFP, London

The fate of the bright-eyed and
bushy-tailed pitch invader which
stunned fans at a London stadium
by bringing the Champions League
semifinal to a standstill was
shrouded in mystery Thursday.

The grey squirrel stormed onto the
Highbury pitch and treated fans to a
15-minute cameo during
Wednesday's first leg match between
Arsenal and Spanish side Villarreal,
finishing its star turn by leaping into the
crowd.

But Arsenal apparently have no
idea what happened next to the plucky
rodent.

Internet chatrooms were buzzing
with post-match debate on where the
mystery squirrel came from, what to
call it and what became of the pitch
invader, which caused referee Konrad
Plautz to haltthe game.

An Arsenal spokesman declined to

comment on the squirrel's where-
abouts, but it is understood that offi-
cials have no idea about what hap-
pened to it after it sprung over the
hoardings and into the North Bank
stand.

Fans chanted songs to cheer on
the squirrel, which jumped out from the
West Stand and dashed around

unhindered before switching flanks,
where players tried to tackle the fleet-
footed newcomer.

Gunners boss Arsene Wenger
was impressed with the squirrel's
performance. "He was quite fast --
and dribbling," the Frenchman said.

PHOTO: AFP

A squirrel found a way onto the Highbury pitch during the Champions

League match on Wednesday night.
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that move was intended only as a stop-
gap solution.

Pakistan to
postpone
Zim ODls

REUTERS, Karachi

Pakistani cricket authorities are
unwilling to host a depleted
Zimbabwe side for a series of one-
day internationals later this year, an
official told this news agency on
Thursday.

The African nation was due to
arrive in Pakistan for a Test and one-
day series in September, but a
players' strike forced the Zimbabwe
Cricket (ZC) to postpone all Test
cricket until next February.

The ZCU interim committee
added it would continue to play one-
day internationals but not Tests, due
to the depleted strength of the
squad.

Unhappy with the situation, a
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
official told Reuters that a letter had
been sent to the ZCU asking them to
arrange a full Test and one-day
international tour next year.

"It is not feasible for us to host
them only for one-dayers this year.
We have told them it would be better
if they come next year for a full
series," said the PCB official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

"They were due to play Tests in
Pakistan in 2004. But toured only for
the one-day games after the ICC
suspended their Test status. We
want this backlog of Tests cleared
because of the new future tours
programme,” he said.

He said that the ZCU had asked
the PCB to reconsider its decision
not to host their team this year.

"We are in the process of having
discussions with them and one
possibility is that we might end up
having a triangular one-day series
with Zimbabwe and the West
Indies."

Pakistan is due to host West
Indies for three Tests and three one-
dayers at the end of the year and the
official added that the tour had been
confirmed.

The dispute between the ZCU
and leading players began when
Tatenda Taibu resigned as
Zimbabwe captain last year and
announced his retirement from
international cricket to protest
against his home nation's running of
the sport.

Bruce Arena thinks the United
States is on equal footing with some
of the world's top teams as the
Americans prepare for the World
Cup.

"Are we ready yet to win a World
Cup? | don't think so, but | think
we're ready to compete with the best
countries in the world. We've dem-
onstrated that," the U.S. coach said
Wednesday. "My expectations are
very similar to 2002. Our goals are
to advance. If we can do that, and
get to the round of 16, anything can
happen."

The United States rose to an all-

because his type of skill and talent
had just not been seen before.
Wayne is that type of player too."

Lippi visits Totti
AFP, Rome

Italy coach Marcello Lippi paid a visit
to Roma's Trigoria training ground
on Thursday to check on the recov-
ery of Francesco Totti.

Lippi watched the striker taking
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assess his fitness ahead of the
World Cup.

Totti returned to training with his

outside his current 30-man squad.

"We are delighted by Mehmet's
performances at Bayern over the
last few weeks," Klinsmann said in
Kicker magazine.

"But our main focus is the tight
group of 28 to 30 players. These
have the priority."

Klinsmann must name his 23-
man squad by May 15 ahead of
Germany's opening World Cup
match against Costa Rica in Munich
onJune9.

Mahela backs his

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka captain Mahela
Jayawardene has backed his young
team to shine on their tour of
England starting this week.

Jayawardene, leading the side in
the absence of the injured Marvan
Atapattu, is confident his players will
adapt well to unfamiliar conditions.
Sri Lanka will also be without experi-
enced opener Sanath Jayasuriya,
their highest run scorer in Tests and
one-day internationals.

"This is going to be a tough tour
but a great opportunity for us to
learn, both as a team and also as
individuals," Jayawardene told
Reuters before the squad left
Colombo on Thursday.

"Losing players of the calibre of
Marvan and Sanath makes it harder
for us, but we have a group of six or
seven exciting youngsters and |
have the fullest confidence in them,"
he added.

"They have bags of talent and a
great attitude. They want to develop

and they will learn a great deal during
a long tour that should be a crucial
investmentin our future.

"Il be urging them to play with
the natural flair and freedom that
has won them a place in the team.

Jayawardene said England
represented a stiff challenge in Test
cricket at home, especially after
theirAshes win last year.

"They've got a balanced team
with a couple of strong all-rounders,
a good pace attack and a solid
batting line-up, we expect them to
play some good cricket,"
Jayawardene said.

"But we've got some world-class
players and | know we've got the talent
to give them areally good fight.

"There are no fears out there --
we'll be working really hard and will
take the game to them.

The team will play three warm-up
matches before a three match Test
series startingatLord'son May 11.

SQUAD

Mahela Jayawardene (captain),
Kumar Sangakkara (vice-captain),
Upul Tharanga, Michael Vandort,
Jehan Mubarak, Tillakaratne

players

Dilshan, Thilan Samaraweera,
Chamara Kapugedera, Prasanna
Jayawardene, Chaminda Vaas,
Nuwan Zoysa, Farveez Maharoof,
Lasith Malinga, Nuwan Kulasekera,
Muttiah Muralitharan, Malinga
Bandara.

Enqvist hangs
up his racket

AFP, Stockholm

One of Sweden's greatest tennis
players, Thomas Enqvist, repeat-
edly hit by injury, is to retire from the
professional game, reported
Swedish daily Svenska Dagbladet
on Thursday.

"My driving force has always
been the desire to win tournaments
and my body no longer has what it
takes," said Enqvist.

The 32-year-old won 19 ATP
singles titles and was a member of
Sweden's victorious Davis Cup
team in 1997, although he never
claimed a Grand Slam title.

Gunners' slim advantage

FROM PAGE 13

fortunate that the Uruguayan's
cutback failed to find any of team-
mates after evading Lehmann's
dive.

Arsenal's chances were of a
better quality however and if Pires's
customary accuracy from around
the edge of the area had not
deserted him, they would have been
ahead well in advance of Toure's
41stminute strike.

The goal followed a corner from

the opportunity to cancel it out from
the penalty spot in the final
moments of the first half, when
Gilberto clumsily challenged Jose
Mari from behind just inside the
area.

Arsenal should have doubled
their lead 12 minutes after the
restart when the lively Hleb, whose
dribbling on the right flank had
looked like the home side's most
promising route to goal, got clear
once more and found Emmanuel

introduced Dutch duo Dennis
Bergkamp and Robin van Persie
into the mix, in place of an
exhausted Hleb and the largely
ineffective Ljungberg.

The final throw of the dice failed
to deliver the additional security that
a second goal would have offered
and Villarreal might have claimed a
late equaliser when Riquelme's
whipped cross found the head of

their stripes?

INTERNET, undated

Juventus are reportedly considering
a radical shirt re-design which may
see their trademark black and white
stripes disappear.

Stories in the peninsula on
Thursday suggest that sportswear
giants Nike, who have a 12-year
contract in place with the Turin
giants, want the oulffit to rejuvenate
their skin.

Although Juventus have been
playing in black and white striped
shirts since they were brought over
from Nottingham in the early 1900s,
Nike have offered to give the Old
Lady afacelift.

The American firm will obviously
look to keep the Bianconeri theme
going, but they would like to get rid
ofthe stripes.

It's understood that they have
come up with a two-band colour
jersey, one half in black and the
otherin white.

They are said to have contacted
Barcelona and Atletico Madrid with
the same proposal, with the capital
outfitaccepting the switch.

However, it's unclear at this time
whether Juventus will agree to the
controversial move which will
undoubtedly annoy traditionalists.

Dhoni No. 1
batsman

BBC ONLINE, undated

India's Mahendra Dhoni has shot to
the top of the ICC rankings for one-
day batsmen after less than 18
months in the international arena.

Dhoni's 59 in Wednesday's
victory over Pakistan in Abu Dhabi
took him past Aussie captain Ricky
Ponting.

The 24 year-old only made his
ODI debut in December 2004 but
averages 52.76 with two hundreds
and eightfifties.

Dhoni is one of three India bats-
men in the top 10, while England's
top-ranked batsman is Kevin
Pietersenin seventh.

India's Irfan Pathan moved up
one spot to third in the bowler rank-
ings with only Shaun Pollock of
South Africa and Australia's Glenn
McGrath ahead of him.

But Pathan remains in third
position in the all-rounders' list
behind Pollock and England's
Andrew Flintoff.

Dalmiya case
questioned

by lack of goals
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AFP, London

Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger
admitted he had been left frustrated
by his side's failure to secure more
than a one goal lead to take to Spain
for next week's Champions League
semifinal second leg against
Villarreal.

"l am (frustrated)" Wenger said.
"It was a tense game but | think we
should have got one more goal.

"It was a little bit difficult because
| think we were caught between
keeping a clean sheet and not
conceding a goal and we didn't
really find our flow in the second
half.

"l felt as well that their midfield
did very well and we found it difficult
to dictate the play and impose our
normalgame."

Wenger however remained
confident that his side could finish

ARSENE WENGER

the job in Spain next week and book
their place in next month's Paris
final against either AC Milan or

Barcelona.

"l am confident," the Frenchman
added after watching his side chalk
up a record ninth consecutive clean
sheetin the competition.

"l believe in my team and of
course our defensive record."

Wenger conceded that Villarreal
should have probably had a penalty
just before half-time when Gilberto
Silva brought down striker Jose Mari
inside the box.

That incident prompted Villarreal
boss Manuel Pellegrini to complain:
"The referee did not have a very
good night.

"I am not very happy because
there was a penalty we should have
had. We did not play particularly well
but the scoreline is not too bad. We
can get a good result in Spain and
gothrough."

Games power plant
causes protest

AFP, Beijjing

Some 200 angry
Chinese citizens
have protested
the construction
of an electricity
substation in
northern Beijing
that is expected to supply power for
the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

The protest occurred on
Wednesday at the construction site
of the Nannigou Substation which is
next to the 2008 Beijing Olympic
Village, stillunder construction.

"We are protesting against the
power plant because it is too close to
our residential area," Sun Jintang,
one of the protestors, told AFP.

"We are afraid that the power
plant will be harmful to the health of
theresidents."

The closest residential building to
the plant is only 10 meters away, he
said.

Several hundred police were
mobilized after the protesters gath-
ered, but no clashes occurred, he
said. Police refused to comment.

The Beijing News reported that
the construction of the plant only
began on Wednesday.

More than 3,000 residents, many
of them retirees from the prestigious

China Academy of Sciences, signed
a petition last year to protest the
construction plan, protestors said.

But so far city officials have not
responded to their demands, they
said.

"We have asked for public hear-
ings, we have written to the president
and prime minister, but the govern-
menthas notresponded,” Sun said.

The power substation is one of
four being built for the Olympic
Games. But the other three stations
are all being built on the "Olympic
Green," a large park that will house
several sports venues and the
Olympic Village, another protestor
said.

The head of the country's environ-
mental agency said Wednesday that
environmental problems are threat-
ening social stability as aggrieved
residents increasingly resort to
protests to make their voices heard.

Pollution prompted at least
510,000 public disputes last year
while protests related to environmen-
tal problems have been rising at an
average rate of 29 per cent a year,
Xinhua news agency quoted Zhou
Shengxian as saying.

WI face new
contract row

AFP, Antigua

West Indies cricket, dogged by prob-
lems on and off the field, is facing
another split as another contracts feud
returns to hauntthe game.

The West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) said Wednesday that they
have given players a deadline to sign
retainer deals or face being axed from
the squad.

"The WICB made a proposal to the
West Indies Players Association
(WIPA) on January 12 on the issue of
retainer contracts for West Indies
players," said a WICB cricket commit-
tee statement.

"It was a good offer, fully competitive
with other full member countries of the
world. After some three months, we
have been unable to conclude an
agreementin spite of an increase on our
original proposal of five percent.

"We shall therefore recommend to
the WICB Board of Directors that a firm
cut off point be established as Friday
April 21 for the retainer contracts to be
settled.

"Thereafter the team shall be
selected based on those players who
make themselves available."

The impasse comes just a year
after seven leading players, including
former skipper and record-breaking
batsman Brian Lara, were dropped
from the Test squad in a row over
personal contracts.
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