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Exhibition
Masks come Into
vogue

KAVITA CHARANJI

city

Baishakhi celebrations 1413

Chandra Roy who has crafted a metal mask of a
human face. Then there is IFA Professor Faruk
Ahamad's wooden mask of a woman. This work
stands apart from others because it has no frame and
the structures are intricate. Then there is an appliqué
mask of a tiger, which has a spectrum of colours:
orange, red, black, cloth, wool with beads on the
whiskers.

One upbeat student of IFA is Asaduzzaman Sohel
who has created a metal mask of a demon. In his
words, “People are beginning to understand and
appreciate mask making and itis an integral part of our
heritage also.”

According to Sohel, mask making is rooted in folk
traditions such as pata (scroll) painting, Lokkhi Shora
(decorated clay lid of a pot) and Shital Pati (a kind of
mat made from natural fibres).

The Cubic School of Fine Art now has plans to
promote other handicrafts such as folk toys. In the
meanwhile, masks seem set for a welcome resur-
gence. The exhibition's sponsor is Alien Properties.

Mask making is an ancient art. This art form has played a
role in social and religious functions, funerary and
commercial uses, therapeutic, festive uses, in theatre
and interior decoration. Today masks in Bangladesh are
used largely for decoration and festive occasions. Right
now is an opportune time to pick up some masks: cour-
tesy a mask exhibition at the Cubic School of Fine Art,
which concludes on April 19.

Explaining the raison d'etre of the display Nafisa
Mehboob, co-ordinator Cubic School of Fine Art, says, “
Mask making helps to develop creative and practical
skills so that the artistes can get a better world view of
the arts and appreciate diverse arts and crafts.”

Demand for masks has picked up, says Nafisa, with
the Pahela Baishakh season here. “Such exhibitions
can go a long way in promoting the art,” she says. The
33 masks are predominantly made by the students of
the Institute of Fine Arts and are fashioned out of
wood, metal and cloth. One of the artists is Jagadish
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KHALID-BIN-HABIB tion here. This year too, the dawn  from the IFA premises. The high- (BUET) celebrated Pahela Rupkotha Production organised a

AHELA Baishakh is a
momentous occasion. To
every Bangalee, irrespec-
tive of age, social strata and educa-
tion, it is a time for joyous celebra-
tion. As in previous years, the
colourful festival was celebrated in
Dhaka with fervor through fairs,
cultural programmes and concerts.
Here's a run down of the major
events in the city to mark Pahela
Baishakh:

Ramna Park

The 'Botomul' at Ramna Park is a
popular venue for the celebration
of Bangla New Year. Every year,
Chhayanaut holds a cultural func-

of the first day of the Bangla New
Year was ushered in with young
students of Chhayanaut rendering
the Tagore song that has become
the “anthem of Pahela Baishakh” --
Esho hey Baishakh esho esho.
Choral renditions of other songs
followed. Men and women of all
ages were clad in bright coloured
attire, many were getting their
faces painted with enthusiasm and
singing along.

Dhaka University campus
Students of Dhaka University (DU)
celebrated Pahela Baishakh, 1413
in style with a massive turnout.
Students of the Institute of Fine
Arts (IFA) brought out their rally

light of the rally was huge replicas
of birds, horses, masks and more.
Numerous other organisations
went around Ramna Park and the
DU area in a rally, holding banners
and festoons. Programmes also
included Baul songs, merry-go-
round, puppet show and jatra
among others. To mark the first day
of the Bangla New Year Channel 1
organised a concert titled Borsho
Boron Concert with leading bands,
Souls, Feedback, Jonmobhumi,
Miles and popular artiste Habib at
DU gymnasium.

BUET campus
The students of Bangladesh Uni-
versity and Engineering Tecnology

Baishakh with zeal. The campus
roads were intricately designed
with Alpana. Groups of students,
teachers and other people gath-
ered at the BUET campus and
brought out a rally. People had a
feast of delicacies for breakfast
and lunch free of cost that ranged
from Panta Bhaat (rice soaked
overnight in water), fried Hilsha
fish, singara, bakorkhani and
sugarcane juice. The food was
provided by the students of the
Department of Architecture. The
cultural programme went on till the
wee hours.

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel

To welcome the Bangla New Year

Baishakhi Fair at Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel. The fair kicked off at Shera-
tonin the morning. The programme
featured daylong performances of
traditional Baul songs and puppet
show.

Wonderland, Gulshan
Wonderland, a well-known
amusement park celebrated the
day with gaiety. To commemo-
rate this day, a special concert
titled Virgin-Arshee Baishakhi
Matom Dola was held. The musi-
cal show included performances
by Bappa Mazumder, Fahmida
Nabi and musical bands, Face-
to-Face, Obscure, Parthibo and
Prohor.
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Expressive masks on display

Impress Audio Vision Limited lauched

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Impress Audio Vision Limited (IAVL)
has embarked on its voyage to bring
a new momentum to music and
drama. On this occasion a launching
ceremony was recently held at the
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

IAVL will begin with productions of
CDs, VCDs and DVDs. IAVL
released a Nazrul Sangeet album of
Ferdous Ara and Rabindra Sangeet
album by Rezwana Chowdhury
Banya. Matir Taney Bhatir Taney by
Ayub Bachchu, Kalpotaal by Tun Tun
Baul and DJ Rahat and Don't Forget
Me by Mehrin were also launched at
the event.

Eminent film director Amjad
Hossain, singers Sabina Yasmin,
Rezwana Choudhury Banya and
Ferdous Ara attended the
programme.

In his speech Faridur Reza
Shagor, managing director of
Impress Telefilm Ltd, said, “The
projects of IAVL will feature innova-
tive arrangements along with pro-

Talking about his experience with
the album Matir Taney Bhatir Taney,
Ayub Bachchu said, "It was a chal-
lenging and interesting experience.
| had to undertake extensive
research on over 300 songs of

Abdul Alim. | was enchanted by
Abdul Alim's simple and unique
style. | tried my level best to keep the

original lyrics and tunes intact."

Clock-wise from left: A colourful procession that began from the Central Shaheed Minar, students celebrate Pahela Baishakh at BUET, savoring panta-llish at Sheraton, an enthusiastic crowd
joins the procession of Institute of Fine Arts

motion of fresh talent in all arenas
of music and entertainment.”

Noted artistes seen with Faridur Reza Shagor (4-L) at the event
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