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Exhibition

Title: Oitijher Potochitra
Artist: Dukhu Shyam, Rabbani and
Rahim
Venue: DOTS, 191/A, Haque Tower,
Tejgaon-Gulshan Klink Road

Date: April 6-21 from 11 am to 8 pm

Title: Envoy of Peace from China
Organiser: Embassy of the People's

Republic of China

Venue: National Museum, Shahbagh

Date: April 3-15

Title: Kishorer Chokhey Muktijuddho

Artist: Rasha

Venue: Arka Art Gallery, 1st floor,
Banani City Corporation Market

Date: March 31-April 14, 2006
Time: 10am to 8 pm

Title: Pata Chitra

Artist. Shambhu Acharya

Venue: Gallery Kaya, H#20, R#16,
Sector 4, Uttara

Date: April 7-16 from 11 am to 8 pm

Title: “Empreintes--Traditional
techniques revived through
contemporary art’

Organiser: Alliance Francaise
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26 Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Date: March 30- April 12

Solo exhibition on

Potteries (Shora)
Artist: Shukumar Paul

Venue: Art and Soul Gallery
House 16, Road 36, Gulshan 2
Date: April 7-16

Time: 11am to 8pm

Print Exhibition

Artist: ARahman

Venue: Gallery Chitrak

House# 21, Road-4, Dhanmondi R/A
Date: April 7-16

Time: 10am-8pm

Film Screening

Title: Film shows to commemorate
Satyajit Ray's death anniversary
Organiser: High Commission of India
Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House
No 25, Road No 96, Gulshan-2

Date: April 23-25

Movie: Pather Panchali (April 23)
Kanchan Jangha (April 24)
Parash Pathar (April 25)

Munmun Ahmed

Grooming youngsters in Kathak

KAVITA CHARANJI

Ahmed's home in Mohammadpur one

morning, one sees a dance class in prog-
ress. Six young girls from 9 to 15 years old are in
the midst of practice. Guided by Munmun, they
are learning rhythm, intricate footwork and grace-
ful movements. Some chirpy young girls such as
the little Ananya Bhowmick and the older Tahmina
Anwar Anika have bagged prizes in recognition of

V ENTURING into Kathak dancer Munmun

their talent.

Munmun has reason to be elated at such suc-
cess stories. In her institute, Rewaz Performers'
School, she instructs over 60 students (of which
three are boys). She has just performed along with
the students at the Bangladesh China Friendship

Conference Centre.

However, there is a downside. As Mumnun
says, “Though the guru-shishya parampara, still
exists, there has been a transformation. No
longer do the shishyas stay in the guru's house or

fromthe guru.”

dedicate themselves solely to their art.” At this
point, Munmun enlists the opinion of her hus-
band, singer Sujit Mustafa. Says Mustafa: “This is
a modern time when computers, cyber cafes,
satellite TV channels have become a way of life.

Apart from just going to school, children are made
to go in for tuition and coaching classes.
Consequently, they have very little time for prac-
tice or to spend longer hours gaining instruction

Munmun's guru is Pandit Birju Maharaj. Like
him, she is an exponent of the "Lucknow
gharana" of Kathak. As she says, “l learnt the true
essence of the guru-shishya parampara when |
trained with Panditji at the Delhi Kathak Kendra in
1989. Earlieron | used to be alittle intimidated by
his stature and feared that communication would
be tricky. However, after a few months | realised

Munmun (left, last row) with her students (Top), The dancer striking a graceful stance

that he is very informal with his students and has
asimple teaching style.”
Currently Munmun is training with Pandit
Krishan Mohan Misra, Birju Maharaj's brother.
Munmun's philosophy is to involve the viewers

in a performance. "Of utmost importance is the
need to touch the heart of the audience,” she
says. Why Kathak? “Because there is room for
spontaneous creation, unlike other dance forms
where the composition is of prime importance. In
addition, in Kathak there are speedy movements,
circles and footwork,”
Encouraged by the success of her school, she
has opened another branch in Uttara.

Hopefully, Munmun will be able to inspire many
more youngsters and give them wings to fly as
Kathak dancers.

says Munmun.

EXxhibition

Bringing together a broken world

FAYZA HAQ

Complimentary passes available at
the Indian High Commission and the

Indian Cultural Centre

Rahman, who is having a solo
exhibition at Chitrak, says he enjoys
print-making as he has studied i,
and feels itis time that the medium s
popularised in Bangladesh. The
theme of his initial works was
nature. Over the years he has
graduated to depicting man's ago-
nies. "When the world around me is
suffering, there is no point in my
presenting beautiful pictures," says
Rahman.

In one print one sees a fish that

An artwork by Rahman

depicts the greedy evildoers of the
country who, according to the artist,
go about society as leaders but are
basically bent on making tidy sums
for themselves. In the next picture a
scrawny man is seen surrounded by
snake-like creatures with human
heads; they seem to be screaming.
The picture delineates suffering and
pain, according to the artist. The
man himself does not stop to
indulge in evil such as murder.
Animals hunt for food but man kills
because of inhuman reasons.
Human beings are under constant

pressure and that is the subject of
one of the prints, where a man is
depicted carrying an enormous
elephant on his back. The world is
full of struggle and strife, as the artist
sees it, and man has multitudes of
problems to face.

Another image of pain and distor-
tion is Print 7 with black disfigured
faces linked to different sized and
shaped feet on a chrome yellow
background. Here the artist depicts
the torment in captivity during the
wars around the world, which come
under the series Lethal Chamber.

"One finds atrocities in Bosnia, Iraq
and Afghanistan where captives are
treated in inhuman, mindless man-
ner," says Rahman, and these prints
are my way of protesting against
them. "I'm an ordinary man and |
depict the fate of the masses. I'm not
here to depict opulence and plea-
sure, fine gardens, fruits and birds."

Another image shows a man
resting uncomfortably, surrounded
by bubbles, red and green, repre-
senting different signals in life. The
background is red representing
pain, suffering and danger. An
interesting print shows a creature
with the body of a fish and the face of
adog. The strange being is depicted
as slowly swallowing up the red and
green colours of the Bangladeshi
flag that float behind it. The weird
beast represents the enemies of the
country. This again speaks of ram-
pant evil that is evident in the soci-
ety.

Yet another print has two figures
with bloated bellies and spindly
legs. They depict people looking for
a savior in their dark and dismal
existence. All the rest of the prints in
the exhibition speak of pain, despair
and insecurity as well.

Rahman divides his time
between Italy and Bangladesh. He
ahs had 10 solos and 20 group
exhibitions in France, Italy and
Japan.

The exhibition will remain openttill
April 16.

The grand finale of Surf Excel
Talent Contest '06 held

KHALID-BIN-HABIB

The grand finale of inter-school
creativity contest titled Surf Excel
Protibhar Lorai '06, organised by the
Unilever Bangladesh Ltd, was held
at the National Women's Sports
Complex, Dhaka on April 7. Nearly
200 reputed schools from Bogra,
Dinajpur, Jessore, Rajshahi,
Chittagong, Khulna, Sylhet,
Comilla, Mymensingh and Dhaka
participated in the contest, and 15
regional champions fought for the
ultimate crown in the grand finale.
BAF Shaheen English Medium
School became the champion in the
widely popular creative extrava-
ganza. SFX Green Herald
International School and UCEP
School, Shegunbagicha became
first and second runner up
respectively.

15 teams comprising seven
students each, representing the
schools, took part in the finale
between 9:30am and 1:00pm. The
contest included decoration with
grains, face painting, make and act,
relay race, crawl and find, block
building and basketball game, ring
and pull, mud building, paint dad
and many other fun stuffs. All the
students along with their teachers
and guardians took partin the event.

The speakers at the contest
jointly said that such programmes
would help the guardians and
teachers to nurture resourcefulness
in the children as outdoor activities

Winners of the Surf Excel Talent Contest ‘06

help children to become creative by
self-understanding. Every child in
the world is naturally gifted with
talent in some form. The event aims
to exert a powerful motivating
influence upon the children to be
creative and can hone their skills.
The concept, "Dirt is Good"
recognises the importance of
children expressing themselves in
different ways. Such events would
also help to convince parents and
teachers that increasing interper-

Naushad Karim Chowdhury
distributed prizes among the
winners. Senior brand manager of
Surf Exel, Shamarukh Fakhruddin,
eminent artist Hashem Khan, director
of the Institute of Fine Arts, Professor
Farida Zaman, popular writer
Emdadul Hugue Milon and assistant
professor of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET), Architect Sheikh
Ahsan Ullah Majumder attended the

sonal skills is an essential part in the

overall development of children.
The brand and development

director of Unilever Bangladesh Ltd,

prize giving ceremony as well.

Cultural organisation Prateeti recently held a programme celebrating the season of Boshonto (spring). Besides

songs rendered by artistes of Prateeti, dancers of Nrityanchal performed at the event as well.

Being Cyrus receives warm response
from audience and critics

Film buffs in India are flocking to see
Being Cyrus. A maiden venture of
director Homi Adajania, the gripping
film gives insights into the Parsi
community. This moving work stars
Naseeruddin Shah as Dinshaw
Sethna, a retired sculptor and his
wife (Katy) is enacted by Dimple
Kapadia. The duo live in a
dilapidated house in Panchgani.
The couple's life is changed forever
when Dinshaw opens his door to a
stranger called Cyrus (Saif Ali Khan)
ostensibly to assist himin his pottery
school.

The Machiavellian Cyrus divides
his time between two dysfunctional
units -- Dinshaw and Katy's home
and an old building in Mumbai
inhabited by Dinshaw's aged father
Fardoonjee Sethna (Honey
Chhaya), his brother Farokh
(Boman Irani) and young wife Tina

Saif Ali Khan and Dimple Kapadia in a scene from the film

Being Cyrus offers the audience
a welcome respite from a surfeit of
vulgar songs and unimaginative
fight scenes. The critics have given

in his first film, which has raised
expectations about other new works
inthe offing.

(Simone Singh). plaudits to Adajania for excellence  Source: Intemet
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