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Over 300 acres of land of
Chittagong Port Authority
(CPA) has been lying under
illegal occupation.

It has 2302,84 acres of land
excluding 97 acres, now under

the control of Bangladesh

Railway and 117 acres of allu-
vialland atMazhercharr.

With 594 acres of the total
land being gravelly or sandy,
CPA has 1708.63 acres of land
for setting up differentinstalla-
tions orother purposes,

But, of the usable lands, CPA
has only 952.93 acres under its
direct possession while some
307 acres under illegal occupa-
tion of different government,
semi government, non-
government organisations and
individual encroachers, said:
sources at CPA.

CPA magistracy recovered
some 80 acres of valuable
land, out of over 150 acres,
from the encroachers during
its eviction drives in the
recent years.

The magistracy in a drive

recovered 22.775 acres of
land from the encroachers at
Laldiarchar of Patenga last
year,

Later, the recovered land
was leased out for installa-
tion of container freight sta-
tion, supply base station,
Inland Container Depot
(ICD) or port shipping
related industries to private
sector on Build, Operate and
Transfer (BOT) basis,

Besides, the magistracy also
recovered 23 acres of land, ot
of 97 acres under the occupa-

Negligence clouds future
of Khagrachhari
Govt College

JASIM MAJUMDER,
Khagrachhari
Sheer negligence of the
authorities concerned forces
Khagrachhari Government
College to lie in a most misera-
ble condition for decades.

Shortage of teachers ham-
pers proper education in the
district level college while lack
of facilities deprives students
of all sorts of co-curriculum
activities as well.

Besides, absence of dormi-

‘tory added alot of suffering to
the students as well as the
teachers.

With as many as 29 posts
lying vacant since long, the
college is left with only 19 teach-
ers to provide education to
some 1,000 students.

There are two teaches out of
four in English, one teacher
out of four in Bangla, one
teacher out of four in
Economics, one teacher out of
four in Sociology, two teachers
out of four in political science,
one teacher out of four in
philosophy, two teachers out
of four in History, two teachers

...... .

BL STj:i__"olves a7

out of four in Management,
one teacher out of four in
Accounting, two teachers out
of three in Physics, two teach-
ers out of three in Chemistry,
two teachers out of four in
Biology and two teachers out
of four posts in Mathematics
department.

“Shortage of teachers seri-
ously hampers our study and
very often we are to sit idle with
no teacher to take our classes,”
said Rubel Dey, a'student of
intermediate first year.

An initiative was taken six

years ago to introduce hon-

OUrS courses in management,
sociology, history and political
science in the college, sources
said.

An academic building was
constructed and money
deposited to meet the require-
ments to introduce honour
courses in 1998-2000, sources
added.

Besides, the college does
not have any dormitory forc-
ing the students as well as
teachers to undergo a lot of
trouble while traveling from
different far-flung areas of the
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forest clad hilly district with
poor transport facilities.

There is no hall room or
auditorium at the college for
the students to hold cultural
programmes or in-door
games.

The college is situated on 12
acres of land without any
playground.

With three big ditches and
pit-bogs on three sides, the
college premises appear as a
marshy land.

A section of local people are
using the ditches and pit-bogs
as for fish farm when the
authorities turned a blink eye
to the illegal practice.

The teachers and the stu-
dents said Zila Parishad
Chairman Nakkhatra Lal Dev
Barmon assured of filling up
the ditches in 2003. But, noth-
ing has been done in this
regard so far, they added.

“When a college needs to
offer all sorts of facilities,
including IT, to help the stu-
dents keep pace with the pres-
ent day competitive world we
are lagging far behind,” said
Principal Bodhyi Satta Dewan.
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tion of Bangladesh Railway;, in
September2004.

Ofthe land, some 14 acres
was used for rehabilitating
the families affected follow-
ing acquisition of land for
construction of New
Mooring Container Terminal
(NCT}).

Non-recovery of 23 acres of
land from railway might have
delayed the NCT project by
several years, sources said.

At present CPA has some 72
acres of its land in illegal pos-
session of different firms and

local encroachers. Of them, 64
acres are at old airport adjoin-
ing Laldiar Char, sources said.

It will launch a drive to
recover rest of the land at
Laldiarcharsoon, sources said.

Different trade union
organisations and CBA of
Chittagong port have also occu-
pied around two acres of land
setting up structures to house
offices, libraries orclubs.

To recover the land, CPA has
planned to relocate these
organisations to a multistoried
building instead of evicting

them.

An initiative was also taken
to set up the multi-story build-
ingin 2002, in thisregard.

Site plan of the building is
under process for approval,
sourcessaid.

A total of 232 acres of land is
under the capture of different
government and semi-
government organisations or
agencies.

Of them, Department of
Forest has occupied the high-
est quantity of 75.70 acres of
land under coastal afforesta-

tion programme at Mazher
Char.

Chittagong district
administration is the second
in the race occupying 72.28
acresofland ---72 acres fora
Guchchha Gram project at
Mazher Char and 0.28 acres
(Rahmat Building) at
Sadarghat Manoharkhali
area.

Besldes. Bangladesh Navy
using over 59 acres of land
illegally at different areas of
south Halishahar, south
Patengaandnorth Patenga.

Over 300 acres of CPA land occupied

Bangladesh Railway is the
fourth in the race keeping
Agrabad Debha (lake) on 16.16
acres of land under its capture
at Goshiledanga, CPA sources
said.

Bangladesh Water
Development Board occupied
5,51 acres of land at different
areas of south Patenga, port
and Rangadia while Chittagong
City Corporation 0.053 acres at
Madhyam (middle)
Halishahar, they said. )

Bill cutting continues in the port city in defiance of law. To avert Iagal action, avested quarler is now tactiul enough to raise thatched or sah'li-pucca houses at
the foothills and devour the hill little by little before raising buildings there. The picture was taken at a slum at the foot of a hill near Chittagong Police Line.
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* pssooiation (BGMEﬂn} has launched

“three-month crash programme

aiming at checking fire accldents  th
“and casualties in the garment factn- i
. tiesinthe portcityonApril1.

" BGMEA began the pmgramme tu-

credte awareness among the work-
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Regional Standing Committee on
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_Majumder will be the director of the
crush programme, suu_u:es sai_d_ ;
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“The poltical parties mustreforrﬁ_.'
their nomination process, otherwise

aneutral caretaker governmentoran

independent  election commission.
will notbe able to hold a free, fair and

credible election,” Prof Mozaffer said
while exchanging views with the
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