
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A solo exhibition of artist Rasha's 
miniature paintings is being held at 
Arka Gallery, Banani City Corpora-
tion Market. 

Ti t l ed  K isho re r  Chokhey  
Muktijuddho, the exhibition features 
paintings that according to Rasha 
are, "inspired by memories of the 
Liberation War." The artist, well 
known as a sculptor, says, "To bring 
to life my memories and experi-
ences as a youngster during the war 
in '71, I started working on these 
paintings."

The paintings resemble art done 
by an amateur, they have a certain 
raw, childlike approach to them. 
However, some images are graphic; 
which indicate the impressions and 
thoughts of an adult. According to 
Rasha, he had been working on the 
paintings for last five years. Two 
woodcuts by the artist, titled 
Bastobota and Gorbito Barnomala 
are also on display at the exhibition. 
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CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibition

Title: Kishorer Chokhey Muktijuddho
Artist: Rasha
Venue: Arka Art Gallery, 1st floor, 
Banani City Corporation Market
Date: March 31-April 14, 2006
Time: 10am to 8 pm

Title: 'Of Angels and Chariots' by Fida 
Haq
Organiser: Bengal Gallery of Fine 
Arts
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, House 
275/ F, Rd 27 (old), Dhanmondi R/A
Date: March 27-April 7, 2006
Time: 12 noon to 8 pm

Title: Pata Chitra
Artist: Shambhu Acharya
Venue: Gallery Kaya, H#20, R#16, 
Sector 4, Uttara
Date: April 7-16 from 11 am to 8 pm

Title: “Empreintes--Traditional 
techniques revived through 
contemporary art”
Organiser: Alliance Francaise
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26 Mirpur 
Road, Dhanmondi
Date: March 30- April 12

Solo exhibition on 
Potteries (Shora)
Artist: Shukumar Paul
Venue: Art and Soul Gallery
House 16, Road 36, Gulshan 2
Date: April 7-16
Time: 11am to 8pm

Print Exhibition
Artist: A Rahman
Venue: Gallery Chitrak
House# 21, Road-4, Dhanmondi R/A
Date: April 7-16

Time: 10am-8pm

Film Screening

Title: Film shows to commemorate 
Satyajit Ray's death anniversary
Organiser: High Commission of India
Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House 
No 25, Road No 96, Gulshan-2
Date: April 23-25
Movie: Pather Panchali (April 23)
Kanchan Jangha (April 24)
Parash Pathar  (April 25
Complimentary passes available at 
the Indian High Commission and the 
Indian Cultural Centre

KARIM WAHEED

Y
EARS before Christopher Columbus 
sailed the oceans in search of a route to 
India, the Chinese were exploring the 

Indian Ocean and Western Pacific with seven 
voyages of the "Treasure Fleet" that established 
trade relations with much of Asia and parts of 
Africa in the 15th century. The fleets were com-
manded by a powerful admiral named Zheng He 
(AKA Cheng Ho). 

To celebrate the 600th Anniversary of Zheng 
He's remarkable voyages (1405-1433 ACE) the 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China is 
holding an exposition at the National Museum, 
Shahbagh. 

Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Altaf Hossain 
Chowdhury, Minister for Commerce inaugurated 
the exhibition on April 3. The Chinese Ambassa-
dor to Bangladesh, Chai Xi and Enam Ahmed 
Chowdhury, chairperson of Privatisation Com-
mission attended the event as special guests.

The Chinese Ambassador said in his speech, 
"Zheng He was a pioneering explorer who uti-
lised highly advanced nautical technology and 
established trade and cultural bonds with 
nations including African countries. He never 
engaged in slave trades, never resorted to 
aggression. He believed in global harmony. 
Chittagong was one of the major ports where 
Zheng's fleet approached.

"China has evolved in six centuries but the 
nation's values remain unchanged. We still 

believe that through peaceful commerce and 
cultural exchange, global harmony can be 
attained. May the Sino-Bangladesh friendship 
thrive."

The Commerce Minister said, "Zheng He's 
navigation skills were incredible. He had left a 
touch of China in over 30 countries during his 
seven voyages. Traces of Chinese silk and 
porcelain found in distant countries bear the 
evidence of Zheng's expeditions. This informa-
tive exhibition is a commendable effort by the 
Ministry of Culture, the People's Republic of 
China and the Chinese Embassy in Bangladesh."

The exhibition includes photographs along 
with notes, replicas of antiques from the era of 
Zheng He's voyages and copies of maps devised 
by the mariner. An added treat is a documentary 
on Zheng He and his adventures. 

Photographs show Muslim tombs decorated 
with Chinese porcelain in the Kenyan coastal city 
of Mombasa and Pyrethrum grown in the country; 
the plants were transplanted from Europe, which 
acquired the seeds from China. 

In another photograph, the Thailand Seabed 
Archaeology Team is seen studying Ming 
Dynasty porcelain salvaged from a sunken 

Chinese ship. Objects made of Chinese porce-

lain are also seen being displayed at the Topkapi 

Palace Museum in Istanbul. 

Zheng He Hanghai Tu (Zheng He's Nautical 

Charts) offers a comprehensive summary of the 

marine data collected during the voyages. An 

image of a stele shows inscriptions in Tamil, 

Persian and Chinese. Zheng He erected the stele 

during his 1409 trip to Sri Lanka. 

From the notes it also becomes apparent that 

Zheng played a key role in solidifying relations 

between the Ming Dynasty and the Islamic world. 

Zhang was a Muslim from the Hui ethnic group 

and had perhaps heard of Arabia from his father 

and grandfather as they travelled on pilgrimage 

to Mecca.  

Replicas of tri-coloured pottery figurines of 

men riding horses from Ming Dynasty  (1368-

1644), bronze Buddha statue, bronze burner 

from the Xuande reign, Ming Dynasty (1426-

1435) and more are visual delights. 

The exposition will be open till April 15.
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A five-day theatre festival arranged by Group 

Theatre Forum, a forum of the active theatrical 

troupes of Chittagong, will begin on April 7 at 

Shilpakala Academy Auditorium, Chittagong. 

Teerjak, Swabdo Natyacharcha Kendra, 

Ganayan Natya Sampradaya, Kathak Theatre 

and Nandimukh will stage Swattandha, 

Chhayabrita, Ekti Abastab Galpo, Gantabya and 

Bela Shesher Galpo respectively in the festival, 

which will be inaugurated by dramatist Rabiul 

Alam. Professor Shipra Dastidar will be the chief 

guest while Aktaruzzaman, the assistant general 

secretary of Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-

tion, will be the special guest in the opening 

ceremony.
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Talk show 'Positive Bangladesh' 
is aired on STV USA every 
Wednesday at 8 am in the US 
and 9 pm in Bangladesh. The 
show is directed by Russell 
Ashequi and hosted by Bibi 
Russel, high profile fashion 
designer and special envoy to 
UNESCO, says a press release.
The sixth episode to be aired 
today is Shautayu Jibon. Herbal 
specialist Dr Alamgir Moti and 
Haji Mohammad (115 years old) 
participate in the discussion 
with Bibi.
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from April 7
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After having battled his illness, 
Amitabh Bachchan is finally 
ready to work. Apart from resum-
ing the shooting of his pending 
projects, he is also set to start 
shooting for a brand new film 
titled Cheeni Kum, which goes on 
the floor on April 6.

The film marks the directorial 
debut of Balakrishnan. Appar-
ently, the script was written with 
Amitabh Bachchan in mind for 
the lead. Tabu has been roped in 
to  p lay  the ro le  oppos i te  
Bachchan. Other actors finalised 
for the project include Paresh 

Rawal who plays Tabu's father. 
The music is by South Indian 
maestro Ilaya Raja. 

The movie is being touted as a 
'sarcastic love story' and will be shot in 
Mumbai, Delhi and London.  

Source: Internet

Amitabh and Tabu team up 

Amitabh Bachchan

Paintings on display at the exhibition, the artist (Top)

A scene from the play, Bela Shesher Golpo Tabu

A view of the exhibition (top), replicas of antiques from Ming Dynasty
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