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and former establishment secretary 
Safar Raj Hossain, former establish-
ment secretary Anwarul Bar 
Chowdhury, former finance secretary 
Zakir Ahmed Khan and incumbent 
Finance Secretary Siddiqur Rahman.

In response to the court's query 
about formulation of rules for separa-
tion of the judiciary, the attorney gen-
eral said the rules will be formulated 
once the amendment to Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) is passed 
in parliament.

Expressing annoyance over the 
reply, the court said it wonders what 
should possibly the relations between 
those rules and changes in CrPC. It 
emphasised that the government take 
urgent steps to formulate the rules in 
accordance with the court directives. 

The attorney general told the court 
that the government has taken various 
steps to carry out the 12-point direc-
tive. 'Code of Criminal Procedure 
(amendment) Bill 2006' has already 
been approved by the cabinet and will 
soon be placed in parliament for 
passage, he added. 

He submitted that it is not true that 
the government has done nothing 
regarding implementation of the SC 
directives. It has framed two rules in 
line with the SC judgement and waits 
to issue the others. 

Mohammad Ali said, “We did not 
make any unnecessary delay…the 
government is working but at a slow 
pace.”

Barrister Amir-Ul Islam submitted 
before the court that the government 
ha violated the SC directives several 
times by appointing judges in the lower 
judiciary without consulting the coun-
try's highest court. 

"The law minister has said that 
separation of the judiciary will take 
place by the year 2012. His statement 
proves that the coalition government 
has no intention of implementing the 
verdict,” he said.

Saying that the court cannot afford 
to be oblivious to the situation, he 
asked for a contempt rule against the 
top officials of the government for non-
implementation of the judgment in the 
judiciary-separation case. 

Apart from the 10 government 
officials accused by Amir-Ul of con-
tempt, the law ministry's Senior 
Assistant Secretary Mohammad 
Harunur Rashid and eight other 
bureaucrats who already face the 
contempt charge for distorting the SC 

directives since November 2004, were 
present during the hearing yesterday.

Dr Kamal Hossain, another 
intervenor of the judiciary-separation 
case, drew the court's attention to the 
government order for transferring 
Harunur Rashid as a joint district judge 
to the Dhaka District Court. He then 
called for the court to stay the transfer 
order.

He said it would not be wise to let 
him [Harunur] be appointed as a joint 
district judge as the court will come 
under controversy if he is found guilty 
of committing contempt of court.
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secret of doubts about Jaafari's ability 
to unite and lead Iraq.

In Baqouba, 58km northeast of 
Baghdad, unidentified gunmen 
planted explosives around the small 
Guba Shia mosque and blew it up, 
police said. No casualties were 
reported. Three stores selling music 
CDs were also bombed.

A prominent Sunni lawmaker in 
Baghdad, meanwhile, reported that 
his brother disappeared last week in a 
possible kidnapping. Saleh al-Mutlaq 
said his brother, Taha, went missing 
while driving north out of Baghdad to 
Salahuddin province. Al-Mutlaq is the 
head of the Iraqi Front for National 
Dialogue party, to which his brother 
also belongs.

"We haven't heard any solid infor-
mation about who could have been 
behind this operation," said al-Mutlaq, 
whose brother belongs to his political 
party. "I think this may be a political 
issue that has to do with my political 
activities."

The bodies found in Bagdad were 
all handcuffed and had been shot in 
the head or chest, said police Maj. 
Falah al-Mohammedawi. They appar-
ently were victims of revenge killings 
between Sunni and Shia Muslims.

Also Sunday, six insurgents died 
while manufacturing a homemade 
bomb inside a house in Madain, about 
14 miles southeast of Baghdad, police 
said.

Two American soldiers were killed 
by a roadside bomb while on patrol in 
central Baghdad late Saturday, the US 
military said. 

Earlier Sunday the military said two 
other troops had died, a soldier near 
the oil-rich city of Kirkuk and a marine 
in the restive western province of Al 
Anbar. 

The marine, assigned to the sec-
ond brigade combat team stationed in 
Anbar province's turbulent capital, 
died from wounds sustained during 
combat on Friday. 

The soldier, from the 101st 
Airborne Division, died from "non-
battle related injuries" received in the 
course of an operation near Kirkuk on 
Thursday. 

Elsewhere, the US military also 
said joint US-Iraqi troops killed four 
insurgents and wounded another 
Saturday after two failed attacks near 
Balad, 80km north of Baghdad.

Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari 
faced more pressure to step aside as 
the Shia bloc's nominee for a second 
term. Talks among Shia, Sunni and 
Kurdish leaders have stalled, in part 
because of opposition to al-Jaafari's 
nomination by the Shia bloc.

Shia legislator Jalal Eddin al-
Sagheer was the latest to call for al-
Jaafari to withdraw his nomination, 

saying the prime minister no longer 
had the acceptance of Iraqi parties and 
the international community. 

"There is no other way out of the 
government formation problem," said 
Al-Sagheer, a member of the United 
Iraqi Alliance and of the Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq. 

Further delays could "lead to more 
bloodshed," he added. On Saturday, 
Qassim Dawoud was the first Shia 
politician to join Sunnis and Kurds in 
publicly calling for a new Shia nomi-
nee. Shias politicians get first crack at 
the prime minister's job because they 
are the largest bloc in parliament. 

US officials believe formation of a 
government of national unity would be 
a major step toward calming the 
insurgency and restoring order three 
years after the US-led invasion top-
pled Saddam Hussein. That would 
enable the US and its coalition part-
ners to begin withdrawing troops.
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carrying out their duties properly, 
ministry sources said.

The OMS will also be expanded 
to all the divisional headquarters. 

"Sugar price is going up every-
day and we are worried about it," 
Barkat Ullah Bulu, adviser to the 
commerce ministry, told newsmen 
after a meeting at the ministry. 

The government will take stern 
actions against those who are 
involved in hoarding, the adviser 
warned adding, if necessary Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) might also be 
deployed to prevent market manipu-
lation. 

Bulu said engaging ward com-
missioners in OMS operation does 
not mean that it will be politicised. 
"Whether the commissioners repre-
sent Awami League, BNP or Jatiya 
Party will not be considered." 

Commerce Min is ter  A l ta f  
Hossain Choudhury, Md Barkat 
Ullah Bulu and other commerce 
ministry officials yesterday held 
several meetings with dealers and 
importers to find ways to stabilise 
the market. 

Blaming rising price of sugar on 
the international market and a 
scarcity of supply for the volatility in 
the domestic market, the adviser to 
the commerce ministry said sugar 

price on the global market has gone 
up to over US$ 520 per metric ton 
from less than $180 a few months 
ago. 

The ministry will convene an 
inter-ministerial meeting shortly to 
decide whether tax on sugar import 
will be cut to ease the market, which 
now stands at 73 per cent, he said. 

Bulu said the country has 
become almost totally dependent 
on imported sugar as local produc-
tion has come down to only 1.25 
lakh metric tons against an annual 
demand of 12.5 lakh metric tons. 

The government has already 
ordered to import 25,000 metric tons 
of sugar and is going to invite bids 
again to buy another 15,000 metric 
tons, he said. 

Sale of sugar through the dealers 
of Bangladesh Sugar and Food 
Industries Corporation (BSFIC) will 
be stopped as there are also allega-
tions that the dealers are selling it at 
much higher rates on wholesale 
markets than the government's 
fixed price. 

The factory rate of sugar per 
kilogram is Tk 35 and the dealers 
are supposed to make Tk 1 profit per 
kilogram after all necessary expen-
ditures. 

Rejoinder
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Thakurgaon is Tk 12.23/kwh.
"Rental power can only be com-

pared with the simple cycle IPPs, not 
with the combined cycle IPPs. In our 
opinion, offered rates of rental power 
is much cheaper than the power 
purchased from simple cycle gas 
based IPPs."
OUR REPLY
The rejoinder only tried to justify 
power rental from skid-mount plants 
and did not contradict the fact that the 
PDB is going to incur colossal loss. 
The rejoinder claimed this scheme as 
an "emergency" measure, but it did 
not explain how the costly rental from 
skid-mount plants for a term of "15 
years" can be an emergency mea-
sure. 

The whole argument of compar-
ing skid-mount plants with simple 
cycle IPPs falls flat on the premise of 
this 15 years' rental. Within 15 years, 
Bangladesh can have many com-
bined cycle plants and generate 
much cheaper electricity. It does not 
need to pay high tariff from skid-
mount plants for more than a year, 
because an "emergency situation" 
should not extend beyond a year. 

The rejoinder also did not explain 
how this "severe power crisis" came 
to exist and who are responsible for 
this situation. 

OMS of sugar 

Thailand votes
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calling for a close examination of the 
vote to rule out fraud. "We have to 
make sure the elections are fair  no 
fraud, no irregularities."

Chaiyan Chaiporn, a prominent 
political science professor at 
Chulalongkorn University, made a 
show of ripping up his ballot card at a 
central Bangkok polling station, as 
other voters erupted in applause. He 
was promptly arrested but released 
on bail. The act is punishable by one 
year in prison, a $500 fine and a five-
year revocation of voting rights.

The anti-Thaksin movement 
adopted the slogan "Vote for No 
Vote," and urged people to wear 
black on election day as a protest 
symbol.

Protesters say they will keep up 
the battle to force him out of office 
regardless of the results of the poll.

The movement against Thaksin 
gained mass support in January 
when the prime minister's family 
announced it had sold its controlling 
stake in telecommunications com-
pany Shin Corp. to Singapore's state-
owned Temasek Holdings for a tax-
free $1.9 billion.

Critics allege the sale involved 
insider trading and complain a key 
national asset is now in a foreign 
government's hands. He is also 
accused of mishandling a Muslim 
insurgency in southern Thailand, 
stifling the media and allowing cro-
nies to reap gains from state policies.

JCD strike
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demonstration, and asked JCD's 
RU unit convener Nuruzzman 
Likhon to withdraw the strike imme-
diately in the greater interest of BNP 
government. 

The JCD leaders then declared 
to withdraw the strike. 

Later, the mayor along with local 
BNP and RU JCD leaders met the 
VC at his office and discussed the 
JCD demands.

On March 31, JCD called the 
strike demanding removal of the VC 
and Proctor Enamul Haque for what 
they said failing to stop the police 
attack on JCD activists the previous 
day.

Many JCD workers expressed 
dissatisfaction over the withdrawal 
of the strike and the dominance of 
mayor over the activities of the JCD. 
They also threatened to launch a 
strike again on the campus if the 
arrested JCD leaders were not 
released.

PM asks DCs
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PM in response said she will think 
about it. It was learnt that the DCs 
were supplied with a chart of Titas' 
unrealised bills in different districts, 
which together amounts to about Tk 
2000 crore.

The DCs also discussed issues 
like increasing the number of police 
stations, policemen, and police 
camps.

They spoke very highly of Rapid 
Action Battalion and thanked the 
PM for it. The PM also discussed the 
ongoing fertiliser crisis candidly. The 
DCs informed her that the govern-
ment's timely step has helped in 
getting over the fertiliser crisis.

Cabinet Secretary ASM Abdul 
Halim told journalists that power 
crisis was not discussed in the 
meeting. In the previous DC confer-
ence, 59 decisions had been taken 
and among them 39 were imple-
mented, Halim said. He however 
could not say how many new deci-
sions were taken in yesterday's 
meeting.

The PM asked the DCs to com-
plete the development works within 
the tenure of the present govern-
ment.

50 injured
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of clashes that continued till 2:30pm.
Among the injured JCD activists 

Ramjan, Nirmal, Aslam, Monir, Kabir, 
Mikail, Firoj, Shamim, Shajahan, ICS 
activists Rafiqul, Rubel, Jani, BCL 
activists Akhter, Amit and Biplabi 
Chhatra Moitri activist Dwip were 
rushed to Jessore General Hospital 
for treatment.

Jalal Uddin, principal of the col-
lege, told the journalists the clashes 
took place as the student organisa-
tions were trying to establish their 
supremacy on the campus.
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Sources in the BGMEA said a total 
of 21 additional staff members have 
been appointed on temporary basis 
to assist the existing BGMEA 
workforce in successfully conduct-
ing the entire programme.

A total of 10 fire-safety teams 
have been formed to work in Dhaka, 
Savar, Gazipur and Narayanganj 
while two others will work in 
Chittagong.

Under the programme, mock 
firefighting operations along with 
evacuation is being practiced at the 
factories.

The Association earlier issued a 
circular asking all the member-
factories to depute one representa-
tive from the management and 
another from the workers to assist 
the safety teams.

When contacted, BGMEA Vice-
president (finance) Shahadat 
Hossain Chowdhury Arun told UNB 
the objective of the programme is to 
inform the workers that fire needs 
time to spread and the workers have 
enough time to make their exit from 
a scene if they do not scramble.

"Practical lessons are being 
given by setting up mock fires and 
asking the workers to get out of the 
factory in a disciplined manner," 
Arun said.

"Stampede caused by panic is 
the main reason behind the deaths, 
rather than the fire itself," he said, 
adding that the owners concerned 
would also be imparted training 

simultaneously.
The BGMEA executive said they 

have already appointed a retired 
principal of the fire-service academy 
and some other retired Fire Brigade 
personnel to strengthen the safety 
teams.

He in formed the specia l  
programme would continue in a full 
swing for next three months. "We 
may extend the time for another 
three months if we fail to cover all 
the factories during the stipulated 
timeframe," he added. 

In 2001, BGMEA took out similar 
fire drills that brought a positive 
result for the industry. No death in 
fire or stampede in the industrial 
units occurred the following two 
years.

Meanwhile, 10 monitoring 
teams, each led by a BGMEA direc-
tor, will continue to work parallel with 
the safety teams to ensure fire 
safety and deal with other compli-
ance issues. 

The monitoring teams have so 
far inspected 150 factories, shoot-
ing video footages of the non-
compliant factories.

Particularly pressured by inter-
national buyers following the KTS 
garment inferno that left 55 workers 
dead, the BGMEA formed the 10 
monitoring teams to shoot video 
footages of the non-compliant 
garment factories across the coun-
try to take punitive actions.

BGMEA launches 

CEC's 2 office
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for hearing. 
The same bench yesterday 

granted the time petition when 
Zainul Abedin, counsel for the 
CEC, sought a week more for 
filing an affidavit presenting CEC 
MA Aziz's reply to the High Court 
rule.

Earlier on March 21, Abdul 
Wadud Bhuiyan, counsel for Justice 
MA Aziz, sought one-week time for 
making the affidavit on the rule. 

The matter was item number 58 
on the cause-list of March 28 and 
was not heard. On March 29, Zainul 
Abedin successfully petitioned for 
an extension of the time limit for two 
days. 

A High Court bench comprising 
Justice Shah Abu Nayeem Mominur 
Rahman and Justice Mainul Islam 
Chowdhury on June 18 last year 
issued the rule upon MA Aziz and 
the government to show cause why 
Aziz's holding the offices of an 
Appellate Division judge and the 
CEC, both constitutional posts, 
should not be declared illegal. 

Three Supreme Court lawyers--
Ruhul Quddus Babu, Abdul Mannan 
Khan and Nazneen Nahar Dipu--
filed the writ petition as public inter-
est litigation. 

The petitioners submitted that by 
taking oath of office as the CEC on 
May 23, 2005, Justice Aziz violated 
the oath he had sworn as a 
Supreme Court judge.  

Two US pilots die

7-day agitation
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the country as the   government 
failed to retain foreign assistance in 
this sector.   

The failures to ensure timely 
supply of water and urea fertiliser 
have already caused loss of 25 per 
cent of the expected crop, they 
pointed out.  

During the visits, the team saw 
how the power pumps become idle 
due to persistent failure of electricity 
supply in the rural areas. 

The farmers in the two districts 
told the team that electricity was 
available for only two hours a day.   

The team members also found 
potato farmers in Rangpur lost 35 to 
50 per cent of the crop due to the 
attack of 'late blight'.  

The team comprising presidium 
members of Jatiya Oikya Mancha 
advocate Zahirul Islam, S M Altaf, 
Mostafa Mohsin Montu, Organising 
Secretary advocate Zaglul Haider, 
and Bikalpadhara Joint Secretary 
Feroz Hasan held meetings with 
farmers and local union parishad 
leaders at different places in  the 
two districts.

Ghorashal unit-3
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to complete the rehabilitation of 
some generation units within the 
stipulated time, but the PDB failed to 
complete the job.

With the breakdown of unit-3 at 
the Ghorasal plant yesterday, a total 
of four generation units at different 
power stations went out of order in 
last four days. 

Earlier, the Khulna 110 MW unit, 
Tongi 80 MW and 125 MW unit-2 of 
Barapukuria plant were shut down 
due to technical faults. 

AL MP, 35 
others 
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at the same place and time.
JCD cadres kept the school 

ground occupied from early morning 
yesterday.

As local AL lawmaker Mahbu-bur 
Rahman reached the area at noon, 
JCD cadres attacked him and the 
accompanying BCL leaders.   

Thirty-five people including 
Mahbubur Rahman, several local 
leaders of both the parties, and two 
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He said manpower of the Civil 
Aviation Authority has not been 
increased while the airports have 
not been upgraded with the 
increase in air traffic and activities at 
the airports.

Sources said the government 
has taken the move to upgrade the 
airport security system following a 
number of email threats at different 
airports in the recent months.

The Zia International Airport 
(ZIA) authorities often receive such 
anonymous threats, said Babar. He 
also referred to an email threat to 
blow up Biman head office.

"We always deal with these 
threats with appropriately and have 
taken necessary steps and arrested 
many people," said the state minis-
ter.

The civil aviation authorities on 
March 23 declared red alert at the 
ZIA which is still in effect.

While discussing existing secu-
rity flaws, yesterday's meeting 
identified the entry of unauthorised 
people in the airport area, failure to 
control access to the VIP lounge, 
and the non-functional closed-
circuit television system as some of 
the key problems.

As an immediate step, the meet-
ing asked for deploying Armed 
Police Battalion members at the VIP 
lounge to stop entry of unwanted 
and unauthorised people. 

“Many VIPs enter the lounge with 
people who are not entitled to it, nor 
have necessary pass. Government 
rules are not followed here,” State 
Minister for Civil Aviation and 
Tourism Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir told reporters after the 
meeting.

The meeting also discussed the 
security at the ZIA cargo complex 
and ordered deployment of armed 
police and Rab with dog squads for 
checking of cargoes. They will work 
there until installation of scanners 
for checking the cargoes, said a 
meeting source.

The meeting directed all the 
departments concerned including 
immigration, customs and cargo to 
impose security rules strictly, make 
the CCTVs at the airports opera-
tional, give proper training to the 
security personnel and introduce 
identity cards of separate colour for 
different zones inside the airports.

The meeting also suggested 
relocating the cargo complex, which 
is now situated very close to the 
runway of ZIA, to elsewhere to 
minimise security threats. 

Secretaries of the home and civil 
aviation ministries, inspector gen-
eral of police and officials of the 
police, Rab and intelligence agen-
cies attended the meeting.

Airport security
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opposition's response in a couple of 
days. 

Sources said the opposition camp 
would ask the ruling BNP to disclose 
the names of the government repre-
sentatives on its proposed 10-
member discussion committee on the 
reform agenda.

The 14-party combine would want 
to know who the government negotia-
tors are as it yesterday arrived at a 
consensus to shun the dialogue if any 
Jamaat man is on the discussion 
committee. The decision was based 
on the opposition's allegation that the 
ruling coalition partner Jamaat is 
connected with Islamist militancy and 
liberation war crimes.

It is crystal clear that Jamaat pat-
ronised militancy in the country and 
supported them financially, politically 
and administratively, a number of 14-
party leaders told The Daily Star last 
night. It is proven that a Jamaat-linked 
bank helped the militants, they said, 
adding Jamaat men were also 
involved in war crimes in 1971.

"If the government does not 
exclude Jamaat from the committee, 
the dialogue will face a deadlock," 11-
party coordinator Dilip Barua told The 
Daily Star.

On the other side, after the Jamaat 
issue has come to the fore, the BNP is 
now also considering the option of 
sitting with the AL alone to discuss the 
reforms. 

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), 
National Awami Party (NAP) and left-
leaning 11-party alliance have already 
authorised the main opposition AL to 
discuss the reform issues with the 
BNP on their behalf.

Sources in the AL said they would 
sit with the BNP if it creates the 'right' 
environment for the dialogue.   

"I hope the BNP will stick to its 
earlier position as it stated in its first 
letter regarding the discussion," AL 
Presidium Member Suranjit Sengupta 
told The Daily Star yesterday. He 
posed the question why the BNP is 
now attempting to include its allies in 
the committee, knowing that one of the 
major demands of the opposition 
camp is to ban 'religion-based politics'.  

Most of the AL's allies are suggest-
ing that a seven- or nine-member team 
should represent their alliance in the 
dialogue in stead of the five-member 
team proposed by the BNP secretary 
general.

Some sources also said the 7-
member drafting committee formed 
yesterday might represent the opposi-
tion school. However, they said 
another leader might replace Jalil, if 
BNP Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan does not appear in 
the government side. 

According to insiders, the BNP is 
also mulling expanding the number of 

committee members. The BNP side 
may comprise Khandaker Mosharraf 
Hossain, KM Obaidur Rahman, 
Tariqul Islam, MK Anwar, Salauddin 
Quader Chowdhury, Akbar Hossain 
and Khandaker Delwar Hossain. Ali 
Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid from 
Jamaat and Naziur Rahman Manju 
from Bangladesh Jatiya Party may be 
included in the government side if the 
AL forms its team with leaders of its 14-
party allies.

On the Jamaat issue, BNP 
Standing Committee Member 
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain said, 
"If they [AL] include 14-party leaders in 
the proposed committee then we also 
can include leaders of our coalition 
partners." 

"Jamaat has 16 seats in parlia-
ment. So they have a right to be on the 
committee," Mosharraf, who is also 
the health and family welfare minister, 
added.

Another BNP policymaker said 
they could exclude Jamaat if the AL 
omits its coalition partners from the 
committee. 
14-PARTY MEETING
Senior leaders of the 14-party alliance 
yesterday sat at the AL Bangabandhu 
Avenue office and discussed the 
Jamaat issue in detail but could not 
take a final decision. They adjourned 
the meeting and resumed it with 
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh 
Hasina in the chair at her Sudha 
Sadan residence.

Abdul Jalil, Rashed Khan Menon, 
Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta, 
Motia Chowdhury, Obaidul Quader, 
Hasanul Haque Inu, Syed Jafar 
Sazzad, Dilip Barua, Bimal Biswas 
and Nurul Islam were among the 
participants.

Meeting sources said Hasina 
categorically directed her 14-party 
colleagues not to go for the talks with 
the government if it includes any 
Jamaat man in the discussion commit-
tee.  

The opposition combine will con-
tinue with movement along with the 
discussion, Jalil told the press at a 
briefing after the meeting. He said they 
have decided to go forward with the 
April 19 sit-in in front of the Prime 
Minister's Office. 

He also criticised the prime minister 
and his cabinet colleagues for trying to 
mislead people about the opposition's 
reform agenda. "We placed the reform 
proposal to establish people's rights, 
not to oust anyone from power or to 
help anyone get it," Jalil, also the AL 
general secretary, said.

Jamaat issue 

Iran to unleash 
terror strikes if 
attacked 
AFP, Washington

US intelligence experts believe Iran 
would respond to US military strikes 
on its nuclear sites by deploying its 
intel l igence operat ives and 
Hezbollah teams to carry out terrorist 
attacks worldwide, The Washington 
Post reported in its Sunday edition. 

Citing unnamed experts, the 
newspaper said Iran would first 
mount attacks against US targets 
inside Iraq and then target civilians in 
the United States, Europe and else-
where. 

US officials would not discuss 
what evidence they have indicating 
Iran would undertake terrorist 
action, but the matter "is consuming 
a lot of time" throughout the US 
intelligence apparatus, the report 
quotes one senior official as saying. 

Citing prohibitions against dis-
cussing classified information, US 
intelligence officials declined to say 
whether they have detected prepara-
tory measures, such as increased 
surveillance, counter-surveillance or 
message traffic, on the part of Iran's 
foreign-based intelligence opera-
tives, The Post said. 

However, terrorism experts 
considered Iranian-backed or con-
trolled groups -- its intelligence opera-
tives, Revolutionary Guards and the 
Lebanon-based Hezbollah -- to be 
better organised, trained and 
equipped than the al-Qaeda network, 
the report pointed out. 
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business lobby, with help from a 
section of unscrupulous PDB officials, 
are killing time to end the guarantee 
period through various means.

The plant is currently undergoing a 
two-year guarantee period -- meaning, 
Harbin is subject to penalty if it is found 
to be responsible for the plant's faults. 

“Its operation and maintenance 
has become impossible due to 
Harbin's non-compliance with the 
contract and its non-cooperation with 
PDB,” quipped a source. 

The source explained how PDB 
ended up having a junk for a power 
plant. “During the pre-reward negotia-
tion, Harbin agreed to supply two 
GBCs with capacity of 39,700 Nncube 
(a kind of gas unit) each, manufac-
tured by Man Turbo or GE of Germany 
or USA or France. But soon after-
wards, during the pre-contract negoti-
ation, the company made PDB agree 
to accept GBCs from 'any internation-
ally reputed organisation'.

In reality Harbin supplied two 
Chinese-made GBCs of 36,000 
Nncube capacity each. Meanwhile the 
company took a seven-member PDB 
Inspection Team to China from 
October 22 - November 1, 2003 led by 
the then Member (Generation) Dr 
MAK Azad. The team approved the 
low capacity GBC machines and 
submitted its report to PDB on 
November 8, 2003. 

But the PDB Board in its meeting 
on November 29, 2004 opined that the 
sub-standard GBCs should have 
been rejected and the inspection team 
should not have taken such a lenient 
position with the defaulting company 
Harbin. The board in a further meeting 
on March 21, 2005 expressed its 
dissatisfaction with the inspection 
committee for submitting an incom-
plete and unprofessional report on the 
low quality Chinese-made GBCs 
without even conducting performance 
tests on those. 

Interestingly the leader of the 
inspection team, Dr MAK Azad, 
refrained from signing the report and a 
local consultant Engineer Kazi 
Kamaluddin Ahmed of the consulting 
firm ECBL signed the report along with 
other members of the team, which 
endorsed acceptance of the faulty 
machines.

On investigation, PDB's board 
discovered that in violation of the 
agreement reached during pre-
contract negotiations, Harbin man-
aged to omit any mention of specific 
capacity of the GBCs in the contract 
document signed between PDB and 
Harbin and rather stated, “Each gas 
handling unit shall have guaranteed 
capacity which matches or exceeds 
the gas turbine need under all load 
operating conditions at the site.”

A PDB committee completed 
performance tests on the GBCs on 
May 10, 2005 and revealed that the 
lower powered GBCs supplied in 
violation of the contract cannot ensure 
necessary supply of gas as required 
by the site condition and mode of 
operation of the Tongi Plant. The 
GBCs have been responsible for the 
frequent tripping of the plant. The 
committee held Harbin responsible for 
not supplying the GBCs as per con-
tract and recommended that neces-
sary action be taken against it for 
violation of contractual obligations. 

Then on June 6, the PDB Board 
decided to ask Harbin to replace the 
GBCs with better and higher quality 

ones as stipulated in the contract and 
also served show cause notices to the 
members of PDB's inspection team. 

“But till this day, PDB took no action 
against the inspection committee that 
went to China and approved Harbin's 
inferior quality GBCs. Rather one of 
the members of the committee, 
Naimul Hossain, deputy director of 
Design-1, continues to be part of the 
Technical Evaluation Committee for 
power plant projects including the 
Fenchuganj 90 MW and Chandpur 
150 MW plants, the contracts for both 
of which have been awarded to 
Harbin,” said a competent source.

It takes four hours to start the Tongi 
GBCs. Of the two GBCs, if one trips, 
the other does not start automatically 
as it should. It takes about two hours 
for the second one to get started. 

It is the normal practice for any 
engineering procurement commis-
sioning (EPC) contractor to supply 
spares for GBCs free of cost, but 
Harbin made a separate list of spares 
for the GBCs and is additionally charg-
ing PDB for those. 

“Harbin cheated PDB of about 
Taka 20 crore through not supplying 
the GBCs of 39,700 Nncube capacity 
as agreed earlier,” the source added.

The Tongi plant's project director in 
a letter on August 9, 2005 to Harbin 
communicated a 'list of defects/ defi-
ciencies/ lapses' of the project work 
and sought a written commitment from 
Harbin for rectification of the said 
lapses before any Provisional 
Acceptance Certificate could be 
issued by PDB. 

On PDB's list there are more than 
25 such deficiencies. In reply, Harbin 
committed to undertake the said 
repairs through its letter dated August 
24, 2005. On the same day, PDB 
issued Harbin the provisional accep-
tance certificate. Ever since, Harbin 
has done little to address the problems 
for which the plant keeps on tripping. 

Among other lapses, Harbin 
supplied only one set of 115 volt 
battery instead of two sets of 220 volt 
batteries. A lathe machine has been 
installed but till this day it has not been 
made operational while Harbin has 
taken the payment for it without testing 
its operational performance. Poor 
quality of air filters is also a contributing 
factor to frequent tripping of the plant. 

Auxiliary materials supplied by 
Harbin are also of poor quality. The 
auxiliary parts are malfunctioning for 
unknown reasons and despite 
repeated requests from PDB, Harbin 
is not cooperating in identifying the 
causes for such malfunctioning as per 
requirements of the warranty clause. 

Even recently, through a letter 
dated March 6, 2006 the project 
director requested Harbin to submit a 
report explaining the causes of 
frequent tripping. The project direc-
tor in another letter dated March 8, 
2006 asked Harbin to make the 
plant operative. All these communi-
cations from PDB continues to go 
unheeded by Harbin.

Junk for money
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Gazi Jashim Uddin Ahmed, chief 
scientific officer of the Agronomy 
Division of Bangladesh Rice 
Research Institute (BRRI).

Talking to newsmen at BRRI in 
Gazipur yesterday, he, however, 
noted that a welcome rain at the 
flowering stage of boro within the next 
couple of days could still have a posi-
tive impact on its production.

The BRRI, country's premier 
agricultural research facility of interna-
tional repute, has so far released as 
many as 45 high-yielding rice varieties 
(HYVs), including a hybrid one, largely 
contributing to enhance Bangladesh's 
rice output to 2.27 crore tonne in 2004-
05 from a mere one crore tonne in 
1970 when the institute was estab-
lished.

Although BRRI developed two 
medium drought-tolerant rice variet-
ies--BRRI Dhan-42 and BRRI Dhan-
43--over the last couple of years, its 
Director General Dr M Mahiul Haque is 
far from feeling relaxed.

"Bangladesh's croplands give a 
look of Chhattishgarh and Jharkhand 
[two drought-prone Indian states] this 
year. We are mulling over long term 
plans to pace up with the climatic 
shifts," said an anxious Haque.

Although BRRI has developed 
many HYVs with yield potentials up to 
eight tonnes per hectare land, there 
has been a yield gap of 1.5-2 tonnes 
between breeders' plot and farmers' 
fields. The BRRI DG thinks 
Bangladeshi farmers have the poten-
tial of growing at least 10 percent more 
rice on the same land if the yield gap is 
bridged.

Asked what caused the wide gap, 
BRRI Director (Research) Dr M Abdul 
Baqui observed that the farmers' 
tendency to plant aged seedlings do 
the damage.

Instead of collecting rice seedlings 
of 40 days, many growers collect 60-
70-day-old seeds and plant them, 
which results in losses in productivity, 
Baqui explained, attributing the ten-
dency to non-availability of timely 
irrigation of the croplands.

Moreover, because of high diesel 
charges and undependable power 
supply, many pump operators refuse 
to provide the growers with irrigation 
facilities at early stage of boro planting, 
forcing them to go for late planting, 
experts noted.

Our correspondents in the rice-rich 
northern districts noted that farmers 
had hard time in timely cultivation of 
boro due to the crises of diesel, ferti-
liser and power. Now that drought has 
cast its spell, the government's target 
of producing 1.40 crore tonnes of boro 
becomes increasingly unattainable.

While officials at the Department of 
Agriculture Extension (DAE) in Dhaka 
declined to acknowledge any adverse 
impact on boro cultivation, agriculture 
officials at district level fear some 
losses in boro output due to the crises.

"Farmers are having hard time in 
watering their boro lands as ground-
water aquifer is not replenished there 
being no rainfall for a long time," said 
an official.

Dry spell casts 

Chief whip
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Mahfuz Anam, Jugantor, Salma 
Islam and Executive Editor of 
Janakantha Borhan Ahmed for 
running 'defamatory' news against 
him. 

In his complaints, Delwar said 
the Prothom Alo published a news 
headlined ''Chief whip took rice and 
pulses for his two residences from 
parliament'' on March 13. The daily 
also published two reports on March 
14 and 16 saying that only chief 
whip spent half of Tk 27 lakh enter-
tainment allowances allotted for the 
last fiscal year, he added. The news 
was false and fabricated and it was 
published to tarnish his image in the 
society, the complainant said.

The Janakantha published a 
news on March 14 headlined ''Now, 
after his two sons, there are allega-
tions against chief whip for taking 
money and goods.'' The chief whip 
claimed the report was run only to 
sully his reputation in the society.

The Daily Ajker Kagoj published 
a news on March 15 under the 
headline ''In discussion between 
father and sons.''  That story tar-
nished his image in his political 
circle, he alleged.  The Daily 
Jugantor ran another news on 
March 14 with the headline ''Chief 
whip's direction to send rice and 
pulses to his residence creates a 
stir.'' That was also false, Delwar 
said. 

The chief whip also trashed a 
Daily Sangbad news item on March 
18 under the headline ''Hot spices 
for the rotten parliament''. 

Advocates Sanaullah Miah, 
Masud Ahmed Talukder and Gazi 
Towhidul Islam moved the cases on 
behalf of the complainant.

After the hearing, Metropolitan 
Magistrate Mizanur Rahman issued 
a bailable arrest warrant against 
editor and sub-editor of the 
Sangbad and issued summons on 
editors of the Prothom Alo, Jugantor 
and Jankantha. 

In another case, Metropolitan 
Magistrate Syed Mohammad Mujibul 
Haque issued summons on the editor 
and reporter concerned of the Ajker 
Kagoj. The defendants in the cases 
are Prothom Alo Editor Matiur 
Rahman, its Publisher Mahfuz Anam, 
Prothom Alo's Staff Reporter Ashish 
Saikot and Columnist Hafiz Uddin 
Khan, Janakantha Editor, Printer and 
Publisher Mohammad Atiq Ullah 
Khan Masud, its Executive Editor 
Borhan Ahmed and an unidentified 
reporter.

The defendants in three other 
cases are Ajker Kagoj Editor Kazi 
Shahed Ahmed and an unidentified 
Ajker Kagoj reporter, Jugantor 
Editor Abed Khan, its Publisher 
Salma Islam and an unidentified 
Jugantor reporter, Sangbad Editor 
Bazlur Rahman and its Sub-editor 
AZM Abdul Ali.

road crash kills 8
FROM PAGE 16

Most of the passengers of the bus 
were from Faridpur town.

A large number of local people 
rushed to the spot after the accident 
and rescued the injured people. 
They set fire to the bus.

Govt faces SC wrath
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