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Dr Md Zahurul Islam inaugurates a programme by signing a symbolic post card in the city yesterday to protest con-
struction of Tipaimukh Dam by India.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT    

Speakers at a rally yesterday said 
construction of Tipaimukh Dam at 
Borak river in India would cause 
serious havoc in northeastern region 
of the country. 

They demanded immediate 
cancellation of the multi-million-dollar 
project to protect the biodiversity of the 
region. 

The rally was organised by Angikar 
Bangladesh Foundation, a social 
movement for human rights, develop-
ment and good governance, at the 
shrine gate of High Court in the city on 
the occasion of World Water Day.  

The speakers said they will send 
one-lakh post cards and 10 lakh e-
mails to Indian Prime Minister protest-
ing the construction of Tipaimukh 
Dam. 

Dr Md Zahurul Islam, professor of 
Bangladesh University of Engineering 

and Technology (Buet), inaugurated 
the programme by signing a symbolic 
post card.   

He said if the dam is constructed, it 
would adversely affect the country's 
ecology, agriculture, biodiversity and 
navigation. 

All rivers in north-eastern region 
specially the Surma and Kushiara will 
be worst effected leading to desertifi-
cation process in the region, he added.

Alamgir Kabir, co-ordinator of 
Green Voice, urged the Indian govern-
ment to withdraw the international 
tender on the project for the sake of its 
neighbour.

Muhammad Hilaluddin, chief 
engineer and Abdur Rashid Sabuj, 
programme manager of Angikar 
Bangladesh, and Mahbuba Niru, 
executive director of Boushi, also 
spoke on the occasion. 

Tipaimukh Dam to 
cause serious havoc 
Speakers tell rally
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At least 30 to 40 thousand people die 
from kidney disease in the country 
each year while around 1.5 crore to 2 
crore people are affected by it, said 
Prof Harun-ur-Rashid, a kidney spe-
cialist, at a function in the city yester-
day.

He was inaugurating an operation 
theatre (OT) and an intensive care unit 
(ICU) at the Kidney Foundation, a non-
profitable kidney treatment centre, at 
Dhanmondi. 

Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited has 
sponsored the OT and ICU. 

Besides, a ward named after Robin 
was also opened at the foundation. 
Another charity organisation Robin 
Foundation sponsored it.

Presided over by National 
Professor M R Khan, the function was 
attended by Yeasin Ali, managing 
director of Dutch-Bangla Bank, as chief 
guest. 

Shafiul Islam Kamal, chairman of 
Navana Group, Nitun Kunda, chair-
man of Otobi Limited and Mosaddek 

Ali, managing director of  Unihealth, 
were present on the occasion. 

All of them have contributed to 
Kidney Foundation. 

Shafiul Islam in the name of his 
parents bore kidney transplant cost of 
two poor patients while Otobi provided 
furniture and Unihealth is giving overall 
medical support to the foundation.

Prof M R Khan said thousands of 
poor kidney patients would be able to 
get treatment if affluent civil society 
members and different organisations 
come forward with financial assis-
tance.

He said there are many profit-
making banks in the country, but of 
them only Dutch-Bangla Bank is doing 
a tremendous job for humanity. 

He appealed to all other banks and 
civil society members to contribute to 
the welfare of poor people. 

Prof Khan also proposed to Kidney 
Foundation to open a Kidney Trust 
Fund with the contribution of rich 
people for the  benefit of poor kidney 
patients. 

While narrating the activities of 

Kidney Foundation, Prof Harun said 
since its inception in October 2003, the 
foundation has so far performed 
dialysis of about 16,000 patients, while 
another 8000 patients got medical 
consultation from specialist doctors 
and 50,000 people had different tests 
in its laboratory at reduced charge.

Prof Harun, president of Kidney 
Foundation, said it will hopefully start 
kidney transplant from next year. 

The foundation has got two bigas of 
land from the government in Mirpur to 
establish a kidney hospital for poor 
patients, he added. 

Tiny F Rashid, honorary managing 
director of the Kidney Foundation, also 
spoke on the occasion.

Later, Yeasin Ali and Prof M R Khan 
formally opened the OT, ICU and 
Robin ward at the foundation. 

     

  

Around  40,000 die from 
kidney disease a year

UNB, Dhaka

As a sign of friendship, China has 
donated some security gear, 
including bullet-proof jackets and 
helmets to Bangladesh police. 

Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka 
Chai Xi handed over the equipment 

to State Minister for Home Affairs 
Lutfozzaman Babar at the ministry 
yesterday. 

Home Secretary Safar Raj 
Hossain and Inspector General 
of Police MA Quayym were 
present. 

China donates security gear 
for police  
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