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Hopes trlp will improve cooperation

PHDTD AFP

Indian Minister of State for External Affairs E Ahmed, centre, and Indian Forelgn Secretary Shyam Saran, right,
welcome Bangladesh Prime Minister Khaleda Ziain New Delhi as she arrives there on athree-day visityesterday.

PALIAB BHATTACHARYA and
REZAUL KARIM from New Delhi

As Bangladesh Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia yesterday arrived in at our ncig_hbuurhou?l rather I]'laz
New Delhiin her first state visit to ; LouhEkLdn, tems abidpbos jan

:;:(}Ili: vlr:llc(:n‘:l[r):::i ?sii:?z‘rl]cnail:i?nlilsn& : dambaram said at a Confederation
34 e I : ofIndian Industry function in New

: Delhi.
In a statement on arrival -

Khaleda expressed hope that her :

trip ‘here would usher in a fnew : able to absorb their (neighbouring

atmospherics.

phase in friendship” and coopera-

ing greater market access to
Bangladeshigoods.

"During my visit, ook forward : \What will happen if more people

VE © from Bangladesh migrate to India.
discussions with our friends in : And that is what is happening,”

: Chidambaramsaid.
"[ hope that, as a result of our :

to very candid and constructive
India,” she said.
discussions, it would be possible

tions," observed the Bangladesh

: Delhi hints at

PM starts 'new phas'e in%

. easy access
- of goods

friendship' tour of India

; Setting a positive note to
; Bangladesh Prime Minister
- Khaleda Zia's visit, India yesterday
: hinted at its readiness to facilitate
: easy access of goods from the
. neighbouring countries, saying
: New Delhiis capable of absorbing
: exports from there.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

"We need to take a broader view

paisa,” Finance Minister P Chi-

Noting that India is a bigger
economy, he said, "We must be

: countries) exports. What is the

_ tion while Indian Finance Minister : pointin calling ourselves aregional

P Chidambaram hinted at provid-

economic power if we can't help

. ourneighbours®?

"Bangladesh remains poor...

Bangladesh is seeking removal

- of tax barriers by India to allow its
for us to create conditions for :

perceptible improvement in the :
content of our cooperative rela- :

goods' casy access.
During Zia's visit, 1hctw::coun—
tries are likely to sign three eco-

* nomic pacts including double
premier. Earlier she was received ;
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1 +

taxation avoidance agreement and
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Eyeing turnaround
in diplomacy

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, Now Delhi

India’s nelghbourhood diplomacy
{5 set 10 be'on) full display when
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Khaleda Zin holds talks with her
Indian counterpart Dr Manmohan
Singh inordet toseek a turnaround
in bilateral relations marked by a
trust deficit’ and differences in
views on a host of issues, ofi‘:cin[s

and analystsheresaid. MRIEL

They also said thatit is the eco-
nomic co_mponmg of the bilateml

tes between the two countries,
which needs (0 make a big impact
on the political relations desper-
atelvinneed ofamakeover,

The broad feeling here is that the
differences in views between India
and Bangladesh should not be
allowed to clouid their willingness to
move forward in areas where coop-
eration and' synergy, could ' bring
fruitful resulis 1o both the nations.

Oifigials said the two countries

X wnuld concentrite on areas where

SEEPAGE4COL3
4

ELECTORAL REFORMS

Govt invites opposmon
to form committee

Opposition to respond after discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has officially
offered a proposal for dialopue
with the opposition on the forma:
tion of a committec compHsing
leaders from the ruling alliance and
the opposition parties to discuss
the opposition's proposal for
electoral reforms.

Instructed by the prime minis-
ter, BNP's Secretary General also

Local Government and Co-
operative Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan sent a letter yesterday to
+the main opposition Awami
League's General Secretary Abdul
Jalil seeking names of their repre-
sentatives for the committee. He
hopedaquickreply from theoppo-
sition.
Bhuiyan phoned Jalil yester-
day afternoon and' conveyed to
him that the government was

officially asking for the names af
opposition representagives for
the PM-proposed committee.
Around 6:30pm BNP's Qffice
Stcretary Malignl Hasan Tripti
handed over Bhury‘m s letter to
Talil. )

Awarnii League lM‘; ptmdlum'
members held @ emergency
meeting last night .md sliscussed
the governime nt*sinviwun n.

| SEf PAGE 15 COL 7

Cltlzens group ﬂoated
to campaign for
clean candidates

STAFF CORRESFONDENT

Civil society. members, yesterday
floated acitizens® group (o prepare
amid-term development vision for
the countryandlauncha campaign
for electing honest and competent

candidates in' the next general
elections.

The group will also put pressure
on major political parties to nomi-
nate honestand competent people
for the electoral race and work

together for a free and fair voting

Yunus unveils formula

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Renowned economist and
Managing Director of Grameen
Bank Prof Muhammad Yunus has
called for a movement to elect
competent candidates in the next
general elections to continue
democratic process and economic
developmentofthe country.

He also presented a formula for
the movement (o put pressure on
the major political parties for

nominating competent candi-
dates.

Speaking at the Citizen
Dialogue for Election 2007 yester-
day at Dhaka Hotel Sheraton, he
detailed his 12-point formula that
includes nominating symbolic
candidates in the constituencies.

"We have to take preparations
from now on for resisting corrupt
andincompetentpeople fromenter-
ingthenext parliament,” he said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

with the participation ofall parties.

Prof Rehman Sobhan, chairman

of the Centre for Policy Dialague

(CPD), has been made convenor of

the body styled *Citizens' Group for
aVision for Bangladesh',

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

The citizen's
group

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Convenor of the Citizens' Group
for a Vision for Bangladesh is Prof
Rehman: Sobhan and Member
Secretary Dr Debapriya Bhatta-
charya.

The members are Fazle Hasan
Abed, chairperson of Brag, Abul
Ahsan, former secretary general of
Saarc, Dr Anisuzzman of Dhaka
University, Samson H Chowdhury,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

PHOTO:STAR

Justice Habibur Rahman speaks at the dialoguie "National Election 2007: The Civil Society Initiative in Accountable
Development Efforts” organised by CPD, Prothom Alo and The Dally Star at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday,

Bangladesh
too good for
Kenya

SPORTS REPOHTER

Bangladesh produced another
ruthless professional display to
dispose of an exposure-starved
Kenya by nine wickets in the sec-
ond one-day international at the
Khulna Divisional Stadium yester-
day.

The easy sail of the Tigers in
front of a capacity crowd in the
southeast port city gave
Bangladesh an unbeatable 2-0 lead
in the four-match series after their
record 131-run success in the
opening matchatBogra,

The home side never looked
behind after local lad Syed Rasel set
the tone of a lop-sided affair by
picking up three carly wickets that
saw the Kenyan's eventually
bowled outfor megre 161.

Although Kenya without their

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

PHOTO. AFP

Aftab Ahmed drives as Kenyan wicketkeeper Kennedy Otieno watches atthe Bir Shrestha MotiurRahman Stadium in
Khulnayesterday. Aftabwent on to score an unbeaten 58.

4 madrasa boys
held for killing
11-yr-old boy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Syller

Sylhet policearrested fourstudents
of Fatchpur Madrasa in Sadar
upazila earlySundayin connection
with the killing ofan 11-year boy.of
thesame madrasa,

The agrestees are Sanwar Alam,
18, Asaduzzaman, 17, Mujibur
Rahman, 17 and Layek Miah, 18.

The victim Belal Hossain, a
student of class six, went to join a
Waj Mehfil in the madrasa on
Saturday night and never returned
home. Later locals learned Sarwar
had called him out of the Waj
Mehfil on that night. They also
found Belal's 1D card with him and
suspecting his involvement in
Belal's disappearance theyhanded
h.]muverlmhupulicc.

rwar confessed to police that

hcﬂ ong with the three had haeked
thebovio deathiand then'dumped
e SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Banks write off Tk 10,300cr
since 2003

REjAUL KARIM BYRON

The commercidl banks have writ-
ten off Tk 10,300 crore from their
bad loans sinoce 2003 until
December31 lastyear,

According to available informa-
tion, a number of these banks have
howeverrecovered about 1 percent
to4 percentofthe written offloans.

The nationalised commercial
banks have written off Tk 3,459
crore, the private commercial
banks Tk 3,900 crore, development
financial institutes Tk 2,800 crore
and foreign commercial banks TK
141 crore.

According to a write-off policy
Bangladesh Bank made in 2003 to
reduce bad loans, abank mustkeep
a provision of the same amount
againstabadloantobewritten off.

Besides, the banks will have to

continue theirefforts to recover the
loan by filing cases against the
defaulters.

Banking sources said they have
written off the bad loans according
to the central bank's guidelines. At
the same time they have also
undertaken various steps to
recover the wiitten-off 1oans and
report to their boards about the
progress every three months.

Of the entire volume of writteén *

off loans, about Tk 6,000 crore was
written off by 2003 and the rest in
the following years.

Information related to the
written off loans could not b

gathered from all' the banl.s%.
* oifloans.

-_'* WUttara Bank wrote off Tk 625
banks that have wriuun off’ Im,gp'

Howeyer, The Daily, Star obtaind™
infoxmation from. same' of tho

hadluhns
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crore untilDecember31 and recov-
ered Tk 24.88 crore, which is 2.63
percentofthe amount.

Janata Bank wrote off Tk 954
crore, while it recovered Tk 18
crore, which is 1.88 percent of its
written offloans.

Agrani Bank wrote off Tk 973
crore and recovered Tk 28 crore,
which is 2.88 percent of its written
offloans.

Rupali Bank wrote off Tk 585
crore and recovered Tk 24.36 crore
or 4.10 percent of its written off
loans.

Pubali Bank wrote off Tk 364
_crore and recovered Tk 15 crore,
“Which is 4.12 percent of its written

crare and recovered TK 10 crore or
% L6 percentofitswritten offloans.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Media_hy"ped
visit: &

REZAUL KARIM; Eroh: New Delhl

Mainstream Indian media yester-
day gave wide'coverage to Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's three-day
visitto India,

All the mainstream newspapers
carried news and reports mising
expectations that the visitwill lead
to improved bilateral ties between
the two neighbours.

Three major newspapers -~ The
Hindu, The Indian Expressand The
Asian Age -- brought out special
supplements welcoming the
Bangladeshi prime minister, who is
also the chairperson of Saarc. They
also highlighted some of the devel-
opmentactivitiesin Bangladesh.

The Asian Age supplement
headline read "Vibrant Bangla-
desh: Welcome Prime Minister
Khaleda Zin", The Indian Express
"Bangladesh: A Country of
Immense Potential® and The
Hindu headlined "Resurgent
Bangladesh: Welcome Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia on

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Debate in JS
body over Eden
College chaos

STAEE CORRESPONDENT

The ruling BNP lawmakers yester:
day locked horns with an Awamni

League (AL) lawmaker over the

situation at the Eden University
College and rejected the opposi-
tion lawmaker's demand for for-
mation of a parliamentary, probe

bady to resolve the deadlock in the |

college.

At a meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on educa-
tion ministry, the ruling BNP Jaw-
makers also defended the governs
ment fmm gtilici'md for the ehags-,.
in thizooliepe.

"Thef g vm‘nmcnt has f
acnmr ﬂ inst, hl; ;pnhcipa] Al
itk nn normaleysat l‘.he, '
collé c." ‘commitice mmember wnd

BNP lawmaker  Abu Yousuf |-

Mohdmimad Khaliluc Réhiman said
after Al la'.wnakbr Atiur Rahman
: -lsr.e PAGE 15 COL &
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Rahman himself led raid
to kill AL leader

He talks about his operations, arrest of
Bangla Bhai in 2002

STAR REPORT

Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
{JMB) supremo Ahdur Rahman has
admitted’ that he himsell led a
failed operation to kill an Awami
League leader in Maollahat in
Bagerhatin August2002,

Rahman' on March 19 told
interrogators a 13-member JMB
team, which also included Bangla
Bhai, chased AL leader Tarapodo
Poddar of Gaola village but could
not have him due to lucalr; resis-
tance.

As the AL leader managed to
escape, the attackerstook shelter at
the house of a JMB activist, Police
had arrested sixmilitants including

Bangla Bhal, but Rahman evaded
arrest, the IMBichief told the inter-
rogators,

Themilitant kingpin also said 20
JMB cadres in Bagerhat are looking
foran epportunity to launch bomb
attacks on some specific targets.

Meantime, the sedition case
filed against JMB's seven Majlish-
e-Shura members on March 13 was
transferred yesterday to the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of police.

Rahman and Bangla Bhai were
shown arrested in a case filed for
August 17 serial bomb blasts in
Bogra yesterday where a court
ordered reinvestigation into the
case,

BAGERHAT

The JMB supremo and 12 others
including Bangla Bhal stormed the
house of Al leader Tarapodo at
Gaola on the night of August 16,
2002, reports staff correspondent
inKhulna.

Rahman said they attempted to
slaughter Tarapodo as he' had
protested holding of a secret JMB
meeting at Gaola the same eve-
ning,.

"It was a rainy night," Abdur
Rahman told the members of Task
Force for Interrogation (TFI) in
Dhaka while being quizzed about
August 17 blast in Bagerhat and
militants' training in the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Obituary

e

We regret to inform that Advocate Kazi Golam Mahhoob, passed away on 19 March 2006 at
10:17:am (Innaliliahi ..... Rajiun) at the age of 78. Late Mr. Mahbooh left behind his wile; two

s0115, two daughters, m-laws and grandchildren.

He was the Conveyner of the 1952

language movement, a former President of the Supreme Court Bar Association and a
renowned advocate. Friends, relalives and well-wishers are requested to attend the Milad
Niahtil to pray for his departed soul on 22 March 2006, afler’Asr prayer al his residence.
Road# 10, House #5, Dhanmondi, Dhaka, Tel #8911 4992,




