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Exposition

Anwar Hossain's fascinating
photographs

FAYzAa HAQ

BOUT Anwar Hossain's

exhibition of photographs at

Alliance Francaise, Tanvir
Mokammel says, "What is excep-
tional about Anwar's work is his firm
commitment to the art of photogra-
phy; and our country Bangladesh
has much to offer in terms of beauty
and bounty, while highlighting the
injustice to our people through the
years. He is the soul of visual image
of Bangladesh. Itis a pity that he has
to live in France but whenever we
need him he comes to work.
Over the last 30 years he has pre-
sented a gold mine of experiences
through expressive visuals. His art,
with its subtle sensitivity and techni-
cal finesse are a gift to Bangladesh.
As a team man he is superb and we
have made 10 films together -- four
feature films and six documentaries.
We don't even have to speak to
each other, we have to merely look
at each other and we understand
what is on each other's mind while
shooting. I've been lucky to have

had Anwar as my colleague."

Mostafa Manwar says about
Anwar, "The artist's images are his
own creation, the exquisite ele-
gance of which results from a
unique blending of nature, culture
and the heritage of Bangladesh."
Pierre Claquin says, "The series of
photographs highlight the similari-
ties and differences between Ban-
gladesh and France.”

Another well-known photographer
Enamul Huq says, "We've seen
many of Anwar's exhibitions but this
is very special. This focuses on his
children and other children from
Bangladesh. This is his most per-
sonal and intimate exhibition. This is
about him and his love affair with the
world. Anwar was always photo-
graphing people but these subjects
are closesttohis heart."

Rana Haider adds, "We know
Anwar Hossain as a creative person.
My husband and | were posted in Iran
and Anwar's exhibition was being
held there along with that of Enamul
Hug. The juxtaposition of his photo-
graphs from France with those of

War & Peace (Top) and Invitation

Bangladesh with the focus on his two
children are meaningful, humorous,
poignantand dramatic."

Anwar himself says, "This time it

is an extension of my previous
shows. It is as if I'm following a rain-
fall, with its beginning and its ending
in pitter patter. People knew me for
my work in the '70s. Since then,
lifestyle, equipment, philosophy,
cinema and photography have
changed. Now | try to show an image
in a more modern way, without
becoming western. This exhibition is
a juxtaposition of the East and West.
I've spent 10 years in France and had
two children there. It is natural that its
influence will be there. Look at the life
in Dhaka. It too has changed enor-
mously in the lastdecade. I'm search-
ing for the inside of my soul, influ-
enced by my children's love and
everything that surrounds me. I'm
trying to find a merging point of two
different cultures."

Anwar Hossain has been a pho-
tographer since 1967 and a cinema-
tographer since 1977. He won 60
international awards in photography.
He has been an associate of RPS,
UK since 1989: and of FIAP, Belgium,
and IIPC, Delhisince 1991.
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Exhibition

Title: 12th Asian Art Biennale, Bangla-
desh

Venue: National Art Gallery, National
Museum, Osmani Auditorium

Date: March 5-31

Title: Trio

Participants: Kazi Rakib, Masuda
Kazi, Kazi Igbal

Venue: Gallery Kaya, H#20, road# 16,
Sector# 4, Uttara

Date: March 10-24

Title: Etching, engraving and wood cut
print exhibit

Artist. Mohammed Muslim Mia
Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Rd 36,
House 16, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka
Date: March 17- 26 at 11 am to 8 pm

Title: Exposition -- Anwar Hossein
Venue: Alliance Francaise Gallery
Date: March 16-29

Book Launch

Jatra Utsab '06 begins in Dhaka

KHALID-BIN-HABIB

Jatra (an indigenous form of drama)
used to hold a popular position in our
culture. ltwas an unparalleled medium
of entertainment for the rural people.
With the passage of time, this indige-
nous art form is losing its audience. In

this otherwise dismal scenario, there is
a light at the end of the tunnel: a week-
long jatra festival organised by the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA) at its premises. State Minister
for Cultural Affairs, Selima Rahman
inaugurated the festival on March 17.
Noted theatre personality Golam

Ambia Nuri was present as a special
guest. The festival features live perfor-
mances, discussions and special
events.

The inaugural session was fol-
lowed by the presentation of
Bedkonya, written by SekandarAliand
presented by Azad Opera of
Narayanganj. On March 18, Keya
Jatra Unit of Laxmipur presented Laili
Majnu, written by Charu Chandra Roy.
On March 19, Mahua, written by
Hirendra Krishna Das was staged by
Agragami Lokonatyadal of Magura.
Shagor Bhasha will be staged by
Bishwashwari Opera of Barguna
tonight. New Sabuj Opera of
Manikganj will stage Gunai Bibi,
written by BashirAhmed, on March 21.
On March 22, Rupanjali Opera of
Barisal will present Rahim Badsha O

A dose of harsh reality

Nirjhar's documentaries screened

Enamul Karim

KARIM WAHEED

In this day and age life is fast paced.
No one has time for introspection, let
alone contemplation on the state of
others. Do we think about how the
average school-going child feels
about his studentlife, curriculum and
constant pressure from his parents
to outdo his peers; does the young-
ster often feel suffocated? Liberated
thoughts, access to enlightening
information are familiar notions in
the urban areas. What about our
rural areas? Human beings are
supposedly the "supreme creation”,
but what about the ever-growing
rate of violence and heinous crimes
against each other that make us
cringe? Are we on the verge of
becoming the "most vile of all cre-
ations" or are we already there?

These issues and more emerge
in three documentaries Titled
Manush, Koita? and Ashchhey by
Enamul Karim Nirjhar. The docu-
mentaries were screened at the
German Cultural Centre on March
18.

The first documentary screened
was Ashchhey (Future). The film
deals with school-going children,
issues regarding our education
system and what the parents and
educationists think. The film starts
with a moving image: a youngster
shriveled under the weight of his
backpack walking to school. The
song in the background goes:
School-er bag-ta boddo bhari, amra
kitha boitey pari? Koshto hoi...

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed
candidly says in the film, "The major-
ity of our parents don't think 'outside
the box'. They all want their sons and
daughters to be doctors, engineers
and high ups in the corporate world.
And in the process the child's own
dreams and aspirations are
crushed. Their daily routine doesn't
include adequate physical activities
and no spare time is allocated for

A scene from Ashchhey

them to nurture their senses and
imagination, as to keep up with the
race, they always have to be buried
in books. The system is like a
machine churning out 'successful
working professionals'."

Koita? (How many?) zooms in on
the rural population. For the most
part the film features two kobiraj
(healers providing people with
herbal remedy). Through their
conversation, it becomes obvious
that these people have been bam-
boozling naive, illiterate villagers into
buying herbal medicines which are
claimed to be "cures for everything".
Most importantly, age-old notions
forming from ignorance such as "a
male child is more desirable" or "we
don't get to decide how many chil-

dren we should have, let's leave the
decision-making to the Almighty",
come up during the conversations.

The last documentary screened
was Manush (Humans), which
highlights mankind's plight through
these turbulent times. The film
begins with a quote by artist Manirul
Islam, "Mankind used to be fasci-
nated by beauty; now we look for
beauty in the most revolting of
elements."

The documentary features
appalling stories of violence: A
mother recounting the shock when
she found her son lying in a pool of
blood, murdered by his own cousin
and his associates; a journalist
receives a kafon (a white piece of
cloth used to enfold a dead body) for

doing features on criminals associ-
ated with some high up politicians. A
news features a double-decker set
on fire, leaving nine passengers
charred. Days after the incident, a
man is seen eating nonchalantly
with the burnt vehicle in the back-
ground. People seem to forget too
soon, our senses have become
numb.

An open discussion was held
following the screening. The
viewers shared their opinions and
ideas regarding the issues raised
in the films. The event was
organised by Weekly 2000 and
Nine Steps.

12th Asian Art Biennale, Bangladesh
Ala 'M Younis: A touch of Jordan in Dhaka

ERSHAD KAMOL

Five Jordanian artists' 12 art
works, including paintings and
etchings are on display at the
ongoing 12th Asian Art Biennale,
Bangladesh '06. Of these art
works, female artist Hilda Hiary's
mixed media work, titted Compo-
sition-2 received the Honourable
Mention Award. Though Hilda did
not come to Dhaka, Ala 'M Younis
and Hakim Jamain visited the
biennale.

Three paintings by Ala, titled
Noise-1, Noise-2 and The Feast
are on display at the biennale.
Each of the paintings by this

Impressionist is a saga of typical
Jordanian metro life. Each of the
symbolic colour strokes in her
paintings Noise-1 and Noise-2,
features the story of happiness,
sorrow and other emotions of the
dwellers of Amman, Jordan. To
quote Ala, “Like other artists of my
country, | highlight the Jordanian
culture and lifestyle in my work. As
I'm an architect | like to express
the human emotion metaphori-
cally through building structures.”

On the seminar of the Asian Art
Biennale, Bangladesh, titled
'Women in Asian Art', Ala said, “It
was a unique experience for me. |
had the opportunity to expand my
knowledge base on the role of
women and how they are depicted
in Asian art, especially in Bangla-
desh.”

Ala also pointed out that many
female artists such as Shereen
Audi, Hilda Hiary and others are
making a mark in the Middle
Eastern Muslim country of Jordan.

Ala works in different mediums

An artwork by Ala 'M Younis, the artist (Bottom)

Jordanian artist had exhibited her
art works in different countries

Annual Exhibition of Jordanian

Title: Meghdootom , . such as lithography, graphic,
Organiser: Bengal Foundation Rupban Konya, written by drawing and others. She has SuchasEgypt, Moroccoand Iran.
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, 275/F Mohammad Shamsul Haque. participated in workshops under Ala is the winner of several Artists Association, Amman,
Road No-27, Dhanmondi The festival will wrap up on March several Egyptian and Paris-based ~ awards, instituted by the 17th
Date: March 24 i : : ;
Time: 7:00 23. Desh Opera will stage Kamolar Syrian artists. Prior to the art Youth Salon, Palace of Arts,
Ime: {:00pm Actors performing in the jatra Bedkonya Banobash, written by Karim Khan. biennale in Bangladesh, the Opera Complex, Cairo and Jordan.
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