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Fantasy Kingdom's fourth anniversary

An evening of music and fireworks

KHALID-BIN-HABIB

ITY dwellers cheered

when Concord Entertain-

ment Company estab-

lished a world-class theme park,

Fantasy Kingdom (FK) on the

Dhaka-Ashulia highway at a place

called Jamgora. In Bangladesh,

FK has provided the much-needed

platform for musicians as well

through live performances at the
park.

On March 17, FK celebrated its

fourth anniversary with well-

Officials of Concord and the comic characters cut the anniversary cake

attended performances by the
front ranking musical icons of the
country. The concert featured

James, Ayub Bachchu, Souls,
Habib, Biplob, Asif, Hasan,
Parthibo, and Sustain. The

programme also included a dance
show; dazzling fireworks, a game
show and a raffle draw with excit-
ing prizes.

The concert at FK's Ashulia
venue, was scheduled to begin at
4:00pm. Long before that music
lovers began to throng the FK
premises. With a popular number,

Asif kicked off the concert. Hasan
performed some popular numbers,
which won applause.

Chairperson of Concord Group,
SM Kamaluddin and deputy man-
aging director of the group, Shariar
Kamal spoke on the occasion. The
chairperson declared Tuesday as
'Family Day', wherein the public
will get special privileges.

There were treats, including a
huge anniversary cake for every-
one. Artistes in the guise of Prince
Ashu and Princess Lia cut the cake
along with the FK theme song.

A view of the audience

Later, fire works entertained the
audience. The magnificent flames
in red, yellow and green trans-
formed the event into a colourful
affair.

Ayub Bachchu's all time favour-
ite numbers Meye, Ural Dibo
Akashey and Shei Tumi--- with
non-stop performances, skillful
drumming, good guitar works and
melodious vocals-- were wonder-
ful pieces. Hundreds of excited
fans applauded his exhilarating
performance.

Next on stage was James. In

close succession he enthralled the
crowd with his famous numbers
such as Ami Taray Taray Rotiya
Dibo and Mira Bai. The crowd
joined in singing and dancing as
the whole Fantasy Kingdom wore
a festive look.

Popular country singer Habib
wrapped up the event with some
well-known tracks--a performance
that an enthusiastic audience
enjoyed thoroughly. In sum, the
unforgettable evening will linger on
in the memory of the audience.

Sanjib Majumder

An upbeat tabla player

Exhibition

Title: 12th Asian Art Biennale, Bangla-
desh

Venue: National Art Gallery, National
Museum, Osmani Auditorium

Date: March 5-31

Title: The Other Voice

Date: March 8-19

Time: 12pm to 8pm

Venue: Bengal Gallery Of Fine Arts
House275/F, Road 27(0Old),
Dhanmondi R/A

Title: Trio

Participants: Kazi Rakib, Masuda
Kazi, Kazi Igbal

Venue: Gallery Kaya, H#20, road# 16,
Sector# 4, Uttara

Date: March 10-24

Title: Etching, engraving and wood cut
print exhibit

Artist: Mohammed Muslim Mia
Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Rd 36,
House 16, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka
Date: March 17- 26 at 11 am to 8 pm

Title: Exposition -- Anwar Hossein
Venue: Alliance Francaise Gallery
Date: March 16-29

Death anniversary
Title: Observing 5th death anniversary
of poet Abu Zafar Obaidullah
Organiser: Bengal Foundation
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, 275/F
Road No-27, Dhanmondi

Date: March 19

Time: 6:30pm

Book Launch

Title: Meghdootom

Organiser: Bengal Foundation
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, 275/F
Road No-27, Dhanmondi

Date: March 24

KAVITA CHARANJI

many more youngsters are attracted to the

Tabla player Sanjib Majumder is upbeat about
his medium. “The tabla scenario in the country
is bright. Thanks to media exposure and the
satellite channels, this instrument has gained
popularity. Also, in contrast with earlier days,

tabla.”

Today, Majumder dons multiple roles. For
one, he is marketing manager and assistant
coordinator in Tona Tuni, the children's organi-
sation. In addition, he teaches at the Ayet Ali
Khan Sangeet Niketon and is assistant tabla

teacher at Chhayanaut.

In the course of his career, he has accompa-

nied well-known
Hoimanti Shukla and Anup Ghoshal. In the
ranks of the Bangladeshi artistes with whom
he has played are the late Nilufar Yasmin,
Subir Nandi, Ferdous Ara, Niaz Muhammad
Chowdhury,
Chowdhury Banya, Sadi
Farida Parveen. Likewise he has teamed up
with classical instrumental artistes such as
Ustad Khurshid Khan,
Hossain Khan and Reenat Fauzia.

Majumder's gurus have had a definite
impact on his life and work. At the tender age
of nine, he began to learn the tabla from Ustad
Tapan Modak. He describes Modak as a major
inspiration on account of his “commitment to a
simple life and melodious tabla playing.”

Subsequently he completed a five-year
diploma course on instrumental music (tabla)
from The Alauddin Sangeetangan, a reputed
music academy in Brahmanbaria. Later he
took tabla lessons from Amitava Gayen, an
eminent Indian tabla player. Gayen, says
Mazumder, exercised a positive role on his
career. Says Mazumder, “ He taught me a
basic dictum, 'There is no limit to learning. You
must learn and continue to learn so that you
can attain success.

Among Mazumder's accomplishments:
Securing first position twice in national level
music competitions. His talent won him a place
in a cultural delegation, which headed to India
in 1998, and to Sri Lanka in 2003. Today

Indian names such as

Khurshid Alam, Rezwana
Muhammad and

Ustad Shahadat

Mazumder is a regular artiste of Bangladesh

Festival

Dole Utshab at Lalon's ‘Akhra’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

The three-day long ‘Lalon Smaran
Utshab’, celebrating the ‘Sufist’
Baul king’s music, ended recently
at Chheuria, popularly known as
‘Lalon Akhra’ (den) at Kushtia. On
the occasion, the Akhra was
colourfully decorated and
attracted an influx of devotees
and admirers from all over Ban-
gladesh and abroad.

This festival is a regular phe-
nomenon. On the annual occasion
of Dole Purnima (full moon) at the
end of the Bangla month Phalgun,
the festival is held at Lalon’s
shrine. Popularly known as Dole
Purnima Utshab, the event draws
many devotees of Lalon.

The Utshab has been observed
for about 200 years and Lalon
himself used to organise the
festival every year at his Akhra.
After his demise, his disciples
carried on with the Utshab.

Lalon devotees at the shrine

As Lalon was a secularist, no
religious rituals are observed at his

shrine.

Dahon Boner Bihongi: Tele-film on
the current state of freedom fighters

el

Azizul Hakim and Swapna Ferdausi in a scene from the tele-film

Channel-i  will air tele-film Dahon
Boner Bihongi on March 24 at 2:35
pm. Dahon Boner Bihongi is a saga of
the current state of people for and
against the Liberation War.. Through
the investigation of a journalist, who
goes to a village working on a special
feature on the freedom fighters and
Pakistani military during 1971, it
becomes evident that the freedom
fighters and their families are going
through turbulent times. After many
years of Independence, the Pakistani
collaborators and their offspring are
establishing a stronghold, particularly
inruralareas.

Dewan Nazmul is the scriptwriter
and director of the tele-film, in which
Azizul Hakim, Swapna Ferdausi and
others play the major roles.

V for Vendetta: Providing food

for thought

Itis the year 2020. Avirus runs wild in
the world, most Americans are dead,
and Britain is ruled by a fascist dicta-
tor who promises security but not
freedom. One man stands against
him, the man named V (Hugo Weav-
ing), who moves through London like
a wraith despite the desperate efforts
of the police. He wears a mask show-
ing the face of Guy Fawkes, who in
1605 tried to blow up the houses of
Parliament.

On November 4, the eve of 'Guy
Fawkes Day', British schoolchildren
for centuries have started bonfires to
burn Fawkes in effigy. On this eve in
2020, V saves a young TV reporter
named Evey (Natalie Portman) from
rape at the hands of the police, forces
her to join him, and makes a busy
night of it by blowing up the Old Bailey
courtrooms.

The movie follows V's exploits for
the next 12 months, until the night
when he has vowed to strike a crush-
ing blow against the dictatorship. The
film shows a police state that holds
citizens in an iron grip and yet is
humiliated by a single man who
seemsimpervious.

This story was first told as a

Natalie Portman facing a masked Hugo Weaving in the film

and published in 1989. Its hero plays
altogether differently now, and yet,
given the nature of the regime, ishe a
terrorist or a freedom fighter?

V for Vendetta has been written
and co-produced by the Wachowski
brothers, Andy and Larry, whose
Matrix movies also were about rebels
holding out against a planetary
system of control. This movie is more
literary; less dominated by special

all the more intriguing because one
cannot pin down the message. The
most pointed is V's belief: "People
should not be afraid of their govern-
ments.

Is this movie a parable about
2006, a cautionary tale or a pure
fantasy? It can be read many ways.
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